ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF MAURITANIA
Honor — Fraternity — Justice

Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate of Studies and
Programming

RAMS PROJECT

Rural Assessment and Manpower Surveys

Sociological Profiles

Black African Mauritania

Financed by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)

With the cooperation of:

Checchi and Company, Washington, D.C. 20036
Louis Berger International, Inc., East Orange, New Jersey 07019
Action Programs International, Santa Monica, California 90406




RURAL ASSESSMENT AKD
MANPCWER SURVEY IN HAURITANIA

MARCH 1%&C

SOCICLOCGICAL FPROFILES

BLACK AFRICAN MAURITANIA

Scciological Unit

- PAMS

-




CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION .l.....ll..l.lt.‘..l.."'...‘..ll'l..'...l.l

I.

HISTORICAL BACXGROUND L I T T

A,
B.
C.

Up tO the XIXth Century ou‘o-.o-.cgca’lootct
Colonization ...I.Q...I.'.Q.l.l.."..”".
The Economic Impact of Colonization and

the Coming of Independence ...veveeeve...

TOUCOULEURS .t oituininnnnnnnnnsseavennn

"Similarities and Difference Between the

Toucouleurs and Other Ethnic Groups ....

SOCial Organization LA N A Y

i. Kinship: The Family and Political
Organization ............

ii. Occup#tions: Orders and Castes ...
PEULHS vvtiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinanen,
Pastoral Life ..vveecneennnnnnonennnnes
i. Origins of the Peulhs .oveeweees..
ii. Transhumance and Livestock .......
iii., Livestock Raising and Agriculture
The Social Organization of the Peulhs

i. Concept of Spaces: Lived in and
Exchanged ......Q'..l.‘.l...'.'..

ii. Social Structures .....;......,..
The Drought and the Peulhs ...........
SONINKES D T
The Guidimakha and Ethniec Diversity ..
Social Organization .e.ieeneeeeeneenn.
i. The Village .........;...........

ii. Economic Activities Ce st esesnsene




c. mMi

g

ration Amon

g the.quinkeg ceceeroesens

V. THE WOLOFS AND THE BAMBARAS L] I L " ° Q‘. a's o 8 9 0.8 2.0 .

A.

B.

RN

I T )

s e s 00

Brief Background and Economic Activities

a0 o6 s @

VL. CONCLUSION o0t et ieeeeeeenesncnanesnanennans

.....

Loy
[

Brief Description: Political and Social -~
. Organization ...caeasoess ‘

it
Page
56

59
60

62

64

65




AUTHOR'S NOTE

As prescribed in the terms of reference of the RAMS
Project, this phase of reports is composed of the sociolo-

gical profiles.

The soc1olog1ca1 unit had initially dec1ded that the
soc1olog1ca1 profiles presented in th1s report would focus

on the way of life on the one hand, of the herders (Moors

ahd Peulhs), and, on the other hand, of the cultivators

’(Touceuleurs, Soninkes, Wolofs). It had eeemed more im-

portant to highlight the socio—econqﬁic similiarities and
differences between the groups having similar occupations,
than to describe them. Our initial idea could not be carried
out due to the kinds. of sources avallable, the limited
soc1olog1ca1 f1e1d experlence of the team and especlally,

due to lack of time.

The presentatlon of the soc1olog1ca1 reports w111
be as follows: a detailed analytic synthe51s will precede
all the studies undertaken by the soc1olog1ca1 unit 6f RAMS:
the Sociological Profiles and Studiee in Social Change
which will include: The Future of Pasteralism, the Social
Organization of Agricﬁltural Production, includingva
study on land tenure, Migration and Population Movement in

Mauritania and Modes of Accumulation and Social Evolution.




INTRCDUCTICN

TLe wajurity ot the population located on the“righf as
well as the left btank of the Senegal Piver is tasiczlly
Toucouleur. (1) In recent centuries however, other population
groups of varying sizes (the Peulhs, ¥olofs, fconinkes and
Earbaras) lLave core tc settle in this'a"rea9 anc¢ it is certain.
that thEy, like the Toucouleurs, will be affected Ly the
construction of the rultiple irrigation p_cjects desigrned by .
tte SCNADEE and the CMVE. In fact, one of tte flrst rice~.
growing pfoiécts irplerented in ! aurltanla ‘as early as lu years
ago, has had a significant impact on a series of Wolof villages
located on. ‘the Plain of . ‘'Pourie. (2)’ 1t is therefore rather.
surprising to note trat the existing ethnc- scc1olo¢1ca1 LT
11teratufe on,”aurl*anla hardly naltes mention of these popula“
tions, which though & rinority. are revertlieless 1npo:tantz
tecause of their ever increasing role imn the socio-ecoromic

evolution of the country.

It shtould te pointed out that studies focusing omn Black
African.yéuritania are scarce and very often outdated.
tarvouet, ( ) thouuu a geographér, is one of the few researchers
to have corpilec a Las1c study of the Ffulhs of rresent day.
¥auritania. He is correct in his cbservat;on that, “rauritania

continues to be considered as & country of the Foors® To

(1) 1t should be noted that the Toucouleurs, Teulhs, who are
cultivators, are a part of a larper ethnic group, tke
Halpoularen, of which the Feulls-Fculabé forw the
branch of transbumant herdsren.

(2) The Plain of :‘Fourie is imcluded in the discussion on
"L'Organizaticn ‘oc1a1e de la Production Agrlcole in the report
les Changements fociaux en Mauritanie,

- .

(3) Fervouet, p.4é.
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Lhe presents the oprosition between the rorth endé the south,

‘tut always in terms cf lioors versus ncucouleurs. It is there-

appreciate the lack of attention which Pas been accorded
the nonmwoéf ethrnic groups it suffices te sirply observe
the cdifference tetween tbe titliccraphy availatle cor the
sociological profiles of the Moors and that.which is available

on the Mauvritaniang of the south.

Furthermore, one of the rare experts or the Mavritanian
society who has attenptec to rectify this irtalance in the

study of ore ethric group at the expense of arother was umab1~

1

to overcome., if one may venture to say 80, nis professional
bias in the oversll evaluation of the sccieily. Francis de

({hassey has written several hooks and articles (&) in which

fore not pocssible to present a Getailed analysis of Plack
“auritaniar society given that th1s report has had to limit

jtself to available decumentation.

This narrow view of Nauritesnia is causec by the geo~
rolitical structure of the country. Te Chassey wrote in
197&:

Parml tous les pays au seisn desquels se rencontre ce
qufil est convenu ¢’ appeler 1£fricue Blanche et
1*afrique licire, des cétes atlszsntisues & la cormne
‘orientale, la *auritanie est le seul ot la wmajorité

de la populctlor soit constltuee de pesteurs noracdes,
arabes ‘¢e scuche ou dce culture: le seul zussi ot

cette majorlta»rtlnlque profondcnonu rattackie au
.”agréb et du mende. arabe s’est trouvi er rére tenps
~£étroitement lise & 1'&friate de 1°Tuest et aux ethnies
négro-africaines voisines par cette colonisation vernue
du Sud et dEii er un sens par sa lorzue kistoire

(4) See the bitliography for a few of his putlicatiomns.




Fd

precoloniale. (5)

The foundations of the corplexities unique fo;ﬁauritania
and which héve generated quasi-insuvrrcuntable psycholorical
and social difficulties inbtoééjfs world are rcotéd in this
link. It is no lenger quite valié to state that in 1978
noﬁadic.herdsmen coupese the majority of the popuiatidnu
Though'it is quite evident that they rerzin prcfound1y>éra54
Berter in culture; tteir lifestyle has beer sc drastically
chang{ed9 especially after the drought - still reaéily‘apparent
that according to tle last census of 1677, three quarters of

ther have tegun to trink of themselves as secentary, (&)

NThis draws our imredizte attention to the changes thét
have taken place in the contacts and interactions between the
variocus ethnic groups and thke different ways of life. TLow~
‘ever, 'if Mauritania has been clearly viewed ty others as tein:
rere closely attached to the Aratb world, or rore precisely, to
the ¥aghreb, rathai than tovEIack Africa, the populations ther-
selves are not as tied to hoth these worids as the geo»> |

rolitical context wculé have it appear.

Lue to the psycholeogical, social, pclitical ard econoric
gulf which has been end continues to be even rore profound, it
is practically iwpossible to find stucdies which establish a

-

5) ©f all the countries from the Atlantic coast to the eastern
Born where the so-called Blcc¥ African ard White Africe
reet, lMauritanis is the only one in which the majority

of the population is composed of pomacic herdsren, Arabs

in origin and culture: it is also the orly orne in which
this ethnic mzjerity, deeply attached to the Hagbreb

and the Aral world, sirultanecusly finds itself clogely
linked to YWest firica and its Elack peighhbors because it
was colonized fror the south. and also, ir a way., be-

cause of its long precolomnial kistory.

See FAME report on Dercgrarhic Frojectiors.




socio-political history lirking the destinies of tle tve

voride witbin the Jifferert etknic groups - e Chassey is

‘one cof the few erxceptions. (7) ’CbnSequently; studies Ey

Fauritanians or other scciolegists focusing*?éﬁ tte relation-
skip betveer one ethnic ﬁroup and ancther are indeed guite
¢ifficult to find. ©Lver the traditicnal lirks between ‘Arab
ard Fevlh herdsrern &and nowads senerally receive little
sttention. As a result, all tlie leads to tte cenclusion
that there is still ¢ prollerm cf the acceptance of others,
ever if teday rore than ever it is theoretically irpossiltle’
or érronéous to cdescrilte thte natioval society as keinz ore

of separate and distinct ertities. 7“hough there exists a
deeply anchored cultural atavisre, perpetuated ¢n the cne hand
by the rigid hierarchial social structure of the various
groups, and on theother hend by their specific colonial
experience, the acceptance o/ others is inevitsble. Yoreover,
it is becouwiny increasipgly imperative for the structural re-
organization of & country whick is underfoing very real

eccnomic, political, sccial and environmmertal difficulties.

Fauritania is a country of ernigrants, of concuerors, of
those pursved froi eclsewlere at varying points in a not very
¢istant past. 1hey care as norrds and cuitivators.':éltbough
they have developed an enduring attachment to the desert
and the land on whick they live, they nevertheless have not
lest sifht of their origins, te they Leidamnes, laratines,
ioucouleurs, PFeulhs, foninkes. Tclofs or barbaras. Their
historical taclgrounds distinguish ther fron ore another, but
surprisingly enough, they are linked by striltinp sirilarities

ir their social avd political structures - with the orly

(7) Te Chassey - wairly 157¢%,




exception teinpg a grovp of sore theousand Barteras who have
developed a2 highly epplitarian sccial syster. Vhether it is

(7) they all center
their social unit arcuréd the dwellips. Varying deprees of
spatial wobility characterizes ther. £11 the classes and castes
Lave profoundly retained their atavistic riricdity. ﬁlavéry
still has 2 socic—eccneric function. Islar 188 now kecore a

part of their heritage.

They have a2ll been prefoundly affected bty the dreought of the
7¢'s, a disaster whichk c¢isoriented and dirinished, if not out-
rightly destroyed, their livelihoccd, ané whick served to render

 therm destitute under the added weirht of tlhe sccisl urheavals
generated ty the cumulative effects of colonization, iﬁéependenceg
migration, uncontrolleé urlanization and developrent projects.

# socisl disequilibrium Yas set in zronyg all the groups.

Khaima -~ tle tent of the ioors:

¥a . - the family corpound whichk is tbe dwelling
unit of the extencded Soninte household:

$allé - the corpound of the externded Tcucouleur
farily. ' '




I. DISTORICAL, BACYUTOUNY

-

L. Up to the ZT¥%th Century

The history of souvthern Yauritania cverlaps with that of
the Szhelian zonme and the whole of the Szhere-rediterranean area,

and ir particular, with that of the Cfenepal Piver Rasin.

It is not tte gcal of this study to present a detailed

historical analysis. Iowever it is necessary to cite signi

o]

ficant
&evelopvents whick will prove helpful irn understanding how the
ethnic prride of sach group has been bistorically reinforced, and

wow the socio- economie cf the regior has proceeded.

The populatiors of Mauritania lterar defining tteir respective
Lorcders as of the LthL century. The indipencus populations,
tlack cultivators anc¢ fistermen, frecuently feferreé to as
“the mysterious Bafours', (£) had already beer driven centuries
ago from tihe Sahara tcvards the Mauritanian falel bty the conquering
Perbers and Arals. Fearvhile, the Frpires of Chara and . Awadagost,
a result ofban.interringling of populations, created pelitical,
social ané economic systers whbichk were mnot only rigidly
hierarchical, but alec ertresmely corpetitive and corhative in
nature. The Feulhs, Toucouleurs, Sorinkes, ard the %Wolofs thus
strengthened their respective identities. The constant loss and
expansiorn of territories betweeﬁ the Xth and the ¥XVIITth centuries,
the development anc¢ ccllapse of erpires and states, (%) dicd not
ceter the interpenetration of the ¥erbers an¢ Prats further south,
a2 moverment which, as of the ZVItt century, became enhanced by the

lure of new agricultural possitilities and expanded trace.

(¢) Faurel, p.l.

(¢) 2 list of a few cf these pelitical evolutions can give an
idea of the extert of rilitary, political and ethric
activities within the region: The ¥inpgdor of Takrcur, the
Peult Frpire of the Fcuta, the Valo Xingdorw, the Frmirate
of Trarza, etco...




Furthermore, it was dJurime tle X7th century, as alon:s

o
]

all the other Africar coazsts, that the slave trade attracted ¢!
Fortuguese, the sutel, the English and later the Yrenclh, who

c, gold and

2

=0

succeeded in monopolizing the trade in pun arab
slaves in the widdle of the XVIIth century. This trade

generated extensive contact btetweern Yoors and Toucculeurs,

the deniankobe andbggggﬁgﬁ estahlished and reinfcrcad their
systens cf exchanye, alliances and rilit tary fechniques. In
sup, the hierarchical social structures and the exercise c¢f
political power were reinforced, but this was perhaps achieved

at the experse of a more corprehensive sclicdarity. (1¢)

In general, the rrirary objective of suck pelitice-

econoric alliances wes to reinforce rower hases which were SR

always created in view of tetter controlling tritutaries
‘and polltlcal subjects. Ip additicn, they helped foster a
favorable socio-political clirate by r a;ntqlnlns both their
contact with the white foreigrners and the trade agrecrents

“with their rivals.

(1)  Le (hasseg 1976, p.37 - & large portior of thls sectlon
is basea or. e Chassey and laurel. e




B. CCLONIZATICN

Up until the YI¥th centurv;’thé systeﬁ of barter, and
payﬁéut of hizh dues ond taxes - the “Cﬁstbms“ ~ were standard
practices, and the verious Elack and Moorish'leaders had already
tepun requestlnL tl.at the Furcrean and "aint-louvis. traoers maie
thelr payrents in tle form of luzury poods, and iters of prestzge
(French and Tuteh liten, wooden combs, Flevisk kuives, mirrors,
etc...). These traders found this practice very convernient
Lecause for taer these diverse items were only 'shoddy gﬁods
vhick could be chaaply had.'(ll) Fowever, tte Toucouleurs
and Focorish leaders started to becore more deranding and the

tracers gradually tecare unwillinrg to rake corcessions. In

‘the nare of ‘free trade", France's policy toecl a distinctive

turn in l€5é Vithout the least hesitatiomn, lrance began its
pOllC) of terr1tox*~1 expancicor to ensure uvrilaterzl trade
through the pac111cat1on of the populat iouns, or, rore preclsely9
of the Chlefs or the Valo~ka109 Fouta “cro, and the loors.

They baq {reat ¢if ficulty in 1wplewentiﬁg this poiicyg for

Elack and ﬁoorlsh rrcups, though norrally avtagonlstlc, allied
thernselves agalnst t‘c rrench. As a resuvlt, it tool the latter

rore than forty years to acaleve t‘exr GLJQCth?-

The mlllances cr atreenents wace hardly tac any effect
w1th1n or Letweev the et}nlc groups. The hiererchy of social
classes reralned as inflexitle ae it had been during the
prev'ous CEﬁthlOSn Ic was ir fact tecause of tlis hierar—
chical structure, connon tb‘bcth tké “oors end the ?oucculeursg

that the cowmnrce ci gum arplxc and the slave trade were

‘rade p0881L1e, it &1( not upset elther the psycholo&y or the

established socxcl order? ‘but on tlhe contrary, increased the

econcnic statusg of zll those in control.

(11) Te Chassey, itid.




It was only at the end of the XIXth century, in 1891
to be precise, that the Senegal River area became annexed and
the traditional authorities were cverpowerced., The f1na1 -demarca~
tion of Mauritania's borders and the French penetratlon up . to
the desert became the exclusive objeéctive of the one whom

the Yoors nadvnxcknamed,”the Charmer",

) »Between 1900 and 1905 Coppolani was to “aur1tan1a what
Lawrence of Arabia was to. the Arahs: through ' persua81on and

reductlon, and his intimate knowledge of the culture, the

peoples and their religion, he was ‘able to hide. beneath his
adopted desert attire all the fierceness and determxnatxon of
a colonlzlng Churchill: “divide and ruile. chrrtheless,

He was able to admirably demonstrate his forca, especlally 1
w1th the chlefs of warrior tribes ... in order not to have to use
it. He aggravated ex18t1ng differences so as to domlnate both
s1des and slgned solemn treaties with omne aroun while making
dlscreet overtures to thelr enemies. (12) In 1705 Conpolanl
was kllled wvhile on a mission. to penetrate farther north in
the peaceful" conquest of the Tagant and Adrar reglons. >It_
was from this date onwards that the French adopted a more
m111tary auproach and hecame even more determined to establxsh
French domlnatlon on “"these acres of sand" which, at 1ndepen*>
dence, would become an important source of supply for the

French steel industry - the iron ore of Idjill- Zouerate.(l&) _

Nevertheless, it takes twenty years, up to 1920 before
France can cla1m %aurxtanxa as a colony, with Saint-Louis as
its cap1ta1 and not unt11 1933 that ‘she can declare the »

pac1f1catxon of 1aur1tan1a comnlete. THe division of these
"sandy acres,‘ whxch as of the turn of the country hecame N

transformed 1nto a dlnlomat1c quarrel JuStlleng an annexatloni

(12) 1bid, p.é4l.

(13) Ibid, p.42.




an inter~state war, a civil war. and the eirergence of social.
preblens which have yet tc te resclved. [auritaria, lile its
neigﬁbouring couuntries, becores integrated into the traditional
colonizl spltere. It had playec a significant{rclé in the slave
trade and had becore 2 territory of strategic anﬁ‘pclitical

inportance.

Lowever, it should he pointed out that :euritania’'s \
evolution as a colony differed frorm that of tlte otter territories,
end this has had 2 lasting effect op its yolitical ard national
development.l in spite of the fact that ﬁhe wajorit& cf the
ropulatior of this country had emoticnal, pelitical and cultural
ties with Yorth Zirice, it was a territory adrinistered from
the south, from Eleck Zfrica; and had a carital, Saint-louis,
physically located outsice its own borders. fThouyh forced to
direct its attertion towards the south, the lcorish populatior
instinctively orientec itself towards the north. Of even
creater importancé is the fact that the trauma createc by the
iqucgvpf;theméividediinfluence was even zore disruptive be-
cause of che-iengthy duration of tte process cof “yacification?,
It tépk.thg,French eirhty years to insure their dormination.
favritania was indeed a2 "conquered territory®. giving it a ’
distinétive feature ir ceclonial autonory. ‘re tracder exerted(
greatér iﬁfldence tlhzn the Frencl adrinistrator residiny ‘e
and commanding frorm faint Leuis. ?he‘iﬂyact on the population
also difiered. 1t wazs wore direct and less ceormspicuous arong
the oors towaras whoer the ¥remch administrsaticr had adopted an
attituééﬁqf.‘resyect fer the social structures’ . ITowever the
Trench presence waﬁ‘mbre visitle év& riore easily irplerented
arory the,sedéntary groups of the river valley. These porula-
lations were easier to lccate ard therefcre more accessible
for aéministrative cortrol than the nomads or seri-ncrads

vondering in the vert desert.




C. THE ECONOHIL YrPALCT OF COLOHIZANIOW AWML INDEPENTENCE

  At.fjrét giance9 tie ecgnomic irvact of colonization on
- Yauritania wgh EarelyAcvident uptil 12453, and De Chassey quotes
'Cowmaﬁﬁer ?oisih, who_canﬂiély evaluated the burden that '
France hLac impbsed on t%ebc¢untry "Il y a juxtaposition d'up
nouveau systéme au vieux systérme gui touche £ tcutes les
activités du pays (élevage, culture. artisanat) rais ne s'y
~intégre pes. pe trensforme pas, re produit pess, counsorre et
léisse,un peu d'arrest. ('est un parasitisre’ . (14)
Vauritania thus proves tc he costly to Frence, ané colenial
gaiﬁs areﬂpracticaliy ren~existant., Indeed, it was only
as of 15825 that tle irport of goods tegin to attain a certain’
breééth of impoftance (green tea, sugar, clotk, rillet, rice):

-

yet no attempt was macde to set up any ¥ind ef local industry..

Tﬁdugh the ecororic irpect on the populatior ray heave -
apreared negliblé5 it was nonetheless felt, for the drawn out
f’1;)':31::'1.:1’ifc;a‘.tim'ﬁ of the territcry caused profound chkanges in
traditioﬁal social and ecornoric relatiomshirs, particularly -
ir the south. ‘he traditional systecs of protection were
either.eliﬁinated cr replaced ty colonisl tares. Furtherrore,
inter~ettnic wars were suppressed - disruptirny the establisghed

balance of power ~ only to te rerlaced ty colonial aggression.

(14) Ibid, p.5& "There Las beern the juxtaposition cf a new
_syster on zn cld system. Fovever, while encorpassing all
"the activiities of the country (livestock. agriculture,
crafte), it has not atterpted to integrate itself into
the cld syster, neither transferwine nor producing but
rerely creatiny a syster of consurw»tion and distribu-
ting minival acounts of moreyz. It is parasitisr™,



Tetails of the inpact rade on the varicus ethpic groups
ir the south will unot te discussec here as they hove teen al-
ready thoroughly presented elsewhere (15), a2ud¢ 2re as relevact

&

te the Moorish socisty, as they 2re to 211 tte cother ethnic

grougs.

Feur irportant peinte reed te be urderliped for they are
particularly pertirent toc all traditional clssses for they have
had an impact on the internal and external social relatiomshiyps

of each of the grouns.

1. The political syster of the Toucoulsurs was significantly
urrooted at the eud of the XIXth century anc¢ the traditionzil
Assemblies of notables’ (noctatles electad according to establisted
custg;}s)9 saw, icv tle wost part, their larnd leinpg confiscated.
tollehoration with the colorizer btecare sc widespread that it
inspired the clandestine sprezding of numerous poems dencunciny
“the heacy swirl of foreign velues intoxicatiny the society . (1)
stripped of its traditional power amnd of its capital. the land,

all sccial systens beginr to derenerate.

i The slave trade was officially atolished in 1607, though
corestic slavery arong all etinic grouvs continued to be
accepted by the colcnizer who felt thst it <¢id net in any way
threater his survival. “cretheless, tiis preckibition. led to
an insidious weazlening of the master-slave relstionshin, which,

in turn, nurtured the ideaz of nigration.

il

(15) See the sociolcrical profile or ““he Foors™, by
L.VW. CULD CUEIXE. :

(1¢)  See Ve Chassey, . of.: cit. pp. ¢5-9%,
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3. The eliﬁiﬁsticw ¢¥ inter-trital ware provoked a new

forn of deséftiiicatﬁon not orly troupht ahcut bty the increase
ir livestcclk but also by core accessible vetcrinary care., by
the ircrease of.the secentary woverent alerg the river hanks

and the search *or rore distant vrazing ay

eas.
4.  Colonial taxes created a neec for #orey. i monetarization

of production urged peorle to look for salaried jots not cnly
within other regions tut a2lso in other countries, in lali,

Genegal, ¥Fraunce, the {cnso... etc.

Cp the eve of ite irderendence ir 1960, the econcry of
Yauritavia. found its future mortgaged to new forrs of econoric
activitiés which coulc not guarantee the re~estaklishrment of
its socio-eeconomic balepce. It was, in fact, the continuation
of ar econoric, social, cultural and politicsl irpoverish- :
vent whkich onl&'leaé to an increased depencence on the cutside
vorle. o

ihe pre-capitalist Vavritaniar society remains>just that
Lecause its level of preduction canrot =5 yet aim at the
accurulation of coods to tre rrofitably exchanyed. in.adéition
to the historico-political reascns which have alresdy beer
triefly ventioned, tle situsticn is alse the result of a

difficult envircnrert which is teing increasingly threatened. {17)

b

ihere has been no surplue, and for the tire beiny, there can

.i'

(1¢) GSee fe Chassey, op. ¢it. pp. 65-%6.
(17) See report on the Pavritanian environment by
P. HAUSEY (LAMS). ' ‘ .
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and econoric instehilities,

e none. BEefore ihe period cf colernizatiorn, there was indeed
sreater self-svificiency anc 2 fulfilment of tasic needs which
the preduction gyster ves ther able to maintain., At present,
there are no significant chanres in the asttitudes anrd skills
whicl could lead te tte creatior of a surplus generating a re-
productive syster. Ir fact, the “leap frow a subsistence

econory to the recuired cepitalistic output, ltas led to social

Yositive clanjes intreduced by the rclonizers shculg
Lowever not be overlcoked (the suppressior of slavery, the
elirination of razrniss) for they fostered rore ffuitfulvcon"
tacts between the ¢ifferent groups.  Tauvres et'Toucouleurs
en viennent-ils & sckarvger davantage'leﬁrs.prqédigs cqﬁplém
rentaires en voicinart et en se fréquentaﬁt'pa:cifi.quément, ¥n
parficuiair les noraces prennent 1'habitude de copsormer le

ril de la Vallée ou du Fodh . (1)

dpart frem the civil war wagped against'tbe Saharaouis,
twe sociological developrents have already yrofoundly irfluenced
the present day Veuritanian society: the adorticn of new
consumer hatits, znd the effects of tkevdrougit of the 70’s.
ile present and Yuture implicetions, especially regarding the
crought, have engendered justifiable anxiety on the part of
the population and its traditional and national leaders. (19)
It would be worthwiile at this pecint to list tke increasingly
disruptive cevelonrerts whichk have cccurred over the past twe

decadesg:

(1) "“Moers ana Tcucouleurs begin to increzse the exchanges of
their comglementary products throusk gcod neigkborly
and peaceful interactions. The nomades in particular,
acquired the habit of consuming millet produced in the
valley or in the Hodh'. De Chassey, op.cit., p. 74.

(1s See the .AHE studies on socizl chauges which can not
overlook these crucial problerms.




1. The uproctinug cf pert of the ropulaticn end the ﬁn“
controlled exodus tovards the citieg which have transforred
larze gegménts 0oi rvral dwellers inte an urtran proletatiat;

R For this groupr, uproocted frov its traaitiqns; a rew life-
style is irposed, creatin. sccial problers for which sclutione
are not already found vwithin the cortext of these prcfoun&ly'

traditional and concervative societics,

K A rew urbarized social strata is develeping. It is composed
cf civil servants anc¢ tradere who are obliged to support nume-
rous persons to whom they are more or less related. and who

often use and.abuse the expected customary hbspitaliﬁy. 20)

4, The flipkt of hurmar resources from the rural areas
Jdiminishes the amount of lard tLeiny cultivated and reduce

tke naticn's chaunces cf achievir; food self-suvfficiency. Al-
thougl there are projects for the coustructior cof 1érgé Lhydro~
logical dars in the river valley area, these will irevitably
lead to further exzcerlbate not only social hut also econonic;

sanitary. agricultursl and pactoral protlers.

In spite of tie lack of adequate sociclopical and anthro-
pological data on the Black /frican societies of iauritanis,
the essence of their

pranT

it nevertheless remaine neceéssary to
traditional culture ip order teo evaluate the extent ol the
social transformatiors which they bave underzone, 2nd to fore-

stall greater social upleavals. Vhile presentin; the general
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outlines of the colonial structure of each of these ethnic
groups - the Toucouleurs, Peulhs, Soninkes, and the Wolofs
(the Bambaras excluded) - an attempt will be made to plan
the analyses within the context of the socio- nolltvcal and
economic changes mentioned above. These changes have had
an irreversible effect on all aspect of the traditional way
of life..

IT. THE TOUCOULEURS (21)

A, The Similarities andg Differences ﬂntwepn the Toucouleurs
and the Cther Ethnics

A eharedvlanguage and a shared territory unite both banks
of the Senegal River creating a sense of a common identity
for.the Toucouleurs, the main group in the ares (22).
Orlglnatlng from dispersed and heterogeneous tribes, they
have, over the centuries, forged an active solidarity,

adapting to and adopting socio~political structures which

- have ebentually become their own. Like most Sahelian

societiéss theirs is as rigidly stratified and hierarchical

. and despite the various changes which have occurred they

_have managed to maintain a deep rooted attachment to their

land, the Fouta-Toro. (23)

(21) The origin of the word Toucouleur comes from the Wolof
word Tokoro, which in turn is derived from the Arabic

Tekrur, meaning: from the reglon of Tekrour, a XVth
century. klngdom established in the Senegal River basic.

(22) For the whole of Hauritania, the Toucouleurs and Peulhs
comprise 487 of.the Black population. The Peulhs consti-
tute approximately 20% of the entlre population.

(De Chassey, 1977, p.161).

(23) See Wane, p.16: de Chassey, 1979; p.235;
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It is this covplexity c¢f rebility and perranence within

tte social structure of the Toucenleuvrs whick definmes the
dorinant character of this ethnic group which' im part, appears
te be the origimel 2zné intricate synpthesis cof the nurercus
cultural contributicns brouzht to the Valley."(24) The ethnic
groups of the re-vion share not crly the same economic cccupa~
tiors, the same scricultural traditions. the save Islaric
influence, and t“e save concept of sccial rigidity, but erndorary
and the phyesical closeness of villages also chazracterize ther.
"he enduring attachrert tc btoth larnd and 1an5tagé is their comnou
identity. (25) Hovever, the feature which aprears to dis~

e

tinguish tlte Toucouleurs from the other ethnic groups is the

direct correlation hetween land ownership and rolitical power.

Ve will see beleow that, like the Toucouleurs, the Soninkes
(%

.

alse raintain an iu

jrate relaticonship, thought far rore corplex,

tetweer farily. scciel and spatial crganizaticn. Sipilar to
toth ettric groups theugh not as clearly defired with the
Touconleurs. the tracitional iceclosy makes no veal distinctious
between the family and the sccial cornunity, vcr tkhe private

ené the putlic. Fowever, fer the Toucoulevr. the traditions
strongly define the political avthority of the 2lrany. the chief
elected by the ncile landowning farilies. and whcse power is '
tased on the exteunt cf his territorial possessions which in

fact constitutes the very source of pover of the ethnic group.
it is tte very struggle for the appfopriaticn of land, especially
the nost fertile scils of the Walc., which played a rost decisive
role in the history cf the erpires ard kipgdors which have

succeeced each other alens the feregal Tiver and in M 3 s
£ 3 auritania,

(24) Te Chassey. 1%¢77, p.liZ.

(258) It could alsc te said that the ioors are egually as

proefoundly attached tec land arnd language - the land,
for ther, teing the desert.
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Though the izportarce of political power and social
status ray hrve tecore rcdified over the centuries, (i) the po-
litical and social structure of the Toucouleurs have not
evolved at the szie rezce for the traditionzl rcdes of pro-
ductior, and thtrourl it the established socio-ecomnoric order,

have teen perpetusted,.

It is rot feasitle, within the score oF this study, te go

into all the extrerely corplicated and structural details of

the rélaticnshipvbetween the Toucculeurs kinship systerm ~
rarrizge. clan, affilisticrs - and tlreir socic-ecorcric aspects.
Lowever, a clesar srrasp of the irterral functicnirg of this
"mechanisr’” is necessary in order to tetter urderstand the
profleés resulting frer gocio~econe?ic ckance affectiny family
stfﬁé;u:g%zlife style an¢ producticn. This stvdy will there~
fofeﬁgﬁtépp;?to cover the gemexral outlines of the present social

crganization.of tke Toucouleurs.

L. SCCIAL ORGAWIZITIOH

4im0ng the f'ovors, the tent; tte khaira, is the tasic social
vpit. Fere, the irdepercence of the nuclear farily pre-
corinates. £morg the Touvcouleurs, it is the cormpound of the
extenced farily, tte galle, which serves as tle center of that
social unit .  7Thkis reprrouping of several househclds serves to
raintsin the network of kimship ar¢ suthority, and reinforces
the irdividual®s iJentity to his iinéage and clar. Feing
patrilineal, patrilccal, anc patriarchal, ile Toucouleur
scciety is highly stratified acéoréing to a set of kipship

an¢ professionzl criteria.

(26) It is interesting to mnote that during the coclonial period
the villege anc¢ regional chiefs were still beings choser
from amon: descendants of the Ioble farilies and as
“ane notes {y.1&). "To date, thke majority of the political
echelons is drawn frcm these fsrilies” in Seregal, if not
ir Fauritani: &s well.
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i. Kinship: Family and Political Organization

The family, village and tribe constitute the framework
of the political organization which defines the privileges and
obligations of the members of a lineage in relation to their

community in all matters governing the life of the graup.

The gallé means the compound itsglf, governed by an elder,
the dyom gallé, or the head of the compound, the patriarch of
the household. The extended family (poove) living -
in the compound is composed of several hruscholds
with each household (foyr&), (27) the nuclear family malntalnlno

economic independence under the superv151on of the head of the

family, the Father, dyom foyre, or mawdo foyre, who manages h1s
land and his granaries 1ndeuendent1y from those of the- other-
households. Despite the granting of such autonomy, the 3£ll§ is
indeed the primary social nucleus and all its members owe com-

plete obedience to the dyom gall&. The zallé has a strong sense

of coheslon and solidarity, and the 1nd1V1dua1 is strictly con-
trolled through conformlty to the famtly and social organi za-
tion relat1onshlvs are nearly always defined in terms of age and
sex. This picture of static tradltlonallty is today being
challenged not only because of the changes introduced through
colonlallsm, but also because of large-scale m1vrat10ns and even
perhaps because of the evolution of new land tenure systems., A
tendency to seek individual land ownership has_spread to all
levels of society. The outcome of this strﬁgglé is already
occurring on the Mauritanian banks and has evidently not yet
been resolved. The changes which are already emerging from it
will certainly induce the reorganlzatlon of the traditional
soc1a1 organizations by gradually. loosenlng the bonds of xin-

ship.

(27) The word Foyré is taken from the French fozer, whlch aptly
indicates the minimal socio-political role assigned to the
primary family group in traditional society.



The village is corposed of one or rore lineares or linyol .

headed by the chic{ or maodo curo, vho is the undisputed
authority. He rerresents his corrunity in relstions with the
exterior and when recessary, makes the firal decision on

21l ratters concerning the villege. Mevertheless, tte mest
poverful authority in the corrmurity is very often the village
imam who incarnates spiritusl power. liver that the chief
of the village is ncot electecd for life, t'ere is a procecdure
for his dismissal. whkich is increasingly teing put to use

and therety brivging abtout greater sccizl instability. (2¢)

fevern powerful nobles representing 211 tte communities
of the Fouta have caentralized their authority ir tle person
of the flmamy (2°) who.was ewpowered to govern ~ll the gallg
and liryol of tie trite. Fe is a2 political ard rilitary
leader elected ty & scrt of ‘council of elders’ corposed in
<effect of rembers of these rowerful landovning families. 4s
the power of tlz .Slrary is not hereditary, it capnot becorne

in suck 2 way as to

despotic. The sccio-political institutions have heen set up
rrevent either ore ox the other frorm

bappering (3¢) but have insured that thig poweYr rerains with-

]

in the nost influentisl sccial grour which has the privilege

o

to elect and €isnisz the Epir. The latter, Lased or tte size

of tis land holdings, controls, therefore, all forwms cf
procduction and deciies on all possible transformations. Though
it is possible to commend the democratic natvre cf the political

syster of the Toucouleurs, it is nevertheless undeniable that

(2£) Boutillier, et. el, p.55.

it s r———

(29) tlarapy comes from the frabic vord, Inrir el ru'minine
or conmancer of the faithful. ‘

Te Chassey, 197&, p.197.

-~
L
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the potential source of despotisic resides in the sccial

organization grcuping the "Courcil of “lders' . the Torolé,

thecse whose autherity predominates on 2ll the castes and

social orders., (71}

ii. Cccupatious: Orders arc¢ Castes

This study will rot dwell omn the ideclogical quarrel

o .

surrcunding the <efirition of social classes as opposed tco

castes in ”au“ita«' Insteed. it will base its analysis on

de (hassey who diiferentiates, within the social structure
¢i the Toucouleu rsf gzgggi and castes accerdirg to the econo-
vic function of the perticular social strats er status in-
voived.
fccordiny te de (hassey, (3Z) the orders reflect the social.

groupings which are essentially deterwined by their rank in
the hierarchy c¢f dizsrity anc proximity t¢ the power structure
governing the society as a whole. Toth the degree cf digrity

s

annd authoerity are lirnked to succ1f1c social functions ans not

to the level of & uvrccductive activity which is the primary

o

functicrn of the crior strata. On the other tand, how-

.

ever, the castes, rore exclusive groupings, are defined
accordéing to a srecizlized occupation whichk places ther
irto a distant social Civisicr whick itsalf fits withir each

order.

s out (p.27) that ttere is ar ' f£sscociation of
nal Curers and Cultivators cf thke River Valley'.
ssceiation estaltlished iz 125C¢ by leading

landowners ior the sole purpcse of nrotecting the rights
of ownershiy of its vemters. 7They euncdorse agricultural
irprovements orly when they stand to be the prlnc1pal
‘beneficiaries, 2nd thereby irsure the perpetuatiocn of
the traditiorsl lard tenure systeh.

(3i) .W1

3z e Chassey, 1977, pp. 127 aréd passir.
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-Keferring to the structure: outllnec by Yaya Vane, (33)

the Toucouleur soc1ety is leldeé into three classes.: the free«
borr;”znbes the Castes, 7zenbe, ‘and the servants, Iyabe.~ “Ene
degany is r1gorousay enfofced btetween the oruers, but exogamy
1s tcleratec betveen castes.

; : ol glancélat Talle 1 w111 provloe-inSLN}t into the conplexlty
. ‘and strict 61v1slon of lahor haspc ow “efxneé authorlty an&
 1part1cu1ar roles° The str1k1ng s1&113r1ty fetween thxs social
’structure ana"t :af. of the Foors should also be poxnted out,

even t!ougi the latter is 1955 complex ‘and more flex1bleaért“'

‘t‘_ .

a. r’he order of Lyerbe, the servile classesg is formed OL

‘two castes,_the elaves and the freec ca;tlvss - nean1np those who
have absolutely no .rack, ’ana wto consequeﬂtly 1ncreased thp .
status of- thcse who own tlenn regardless of . *ow modest the rank

of the latter may bc ."(34) TE slaveﬂ possess - notklpg, nct:

E#feven thezselvEs “the - freed captlve, on the .otker hand, is "iﬁ

f_theory " ‘a freemaa. Given that his ‘tire to his own, he may worl s

~elsewbere,’og tba cordltlon that he devotes a perlod of tlme
‘to bls raater.

Insofar as they 1ntroduced nlnlwal chaa;es “in tradxticnal
system ef productlon nelthex Islar, nor cclonlzat1on.»nor 1n“
dependence....fmanaged te effectlvely aboilsh slevery " (363)

The resu1t1ng conseauences of changes 1a tae rodes or prcéuc~’“

"'t1on,'1n & rore equitable &1str1but10n oF lacd and ia ‘the. ecnnomlc

’1ndependence of the 1nc1vadua1 foscered by migrations; and greater

A rob;llty w111$__on the contrary, ellmlnate the accepted

3(33)"uee the tatle drawn from de Chasseyg itid, p.le8,

13&) Te Chassey, 1“77, P li

]

tlie 80
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Sumpary of the Crders and Castes of the-
~Tcvcouleurs.+
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b. Ihe pyendo orcer, those specifically belorging to the
castes, veypresents a lony hierarclLy of hereditary occupations
including “"the pecrle of the worc’ and the “manuval woriers"”

(artists anc craftsnen). (See teble for complete list).

“C. ite order of the pinbe, the freeborn, is cemposed of

castes cf varyinp rank and_?OWer, The orly ones actually in-
volved with a productive econoric activity are those who rank
the lowest in the hierarchy the svitalki, the freeborn fisher~
ren who practically zcropolise fisting along tie river, there-
by engaging irn an activity which is nearly as noble and so
vital as cultivation. This cccupaticr is thus viewed as a
privilege rather than ar obligatien. The suballf possess
large nunber of fields and own the major portiorn of the

falo (the rest fertile soils) given their locatien near tkhe
river (25). Ip 1%%7, it wss repcrted that 1¢% of the popvla-~
tion of the valley was composed cf fisherrer, who as a sirgle
group, caught apprexirately 1o, UC{ tonms or 2/4 c¢i all the fish
taken from the river. (3¢) dNow, twenty-three years later, cnly

rarely is fishing the exclusive activity of thece fisherrmen

‘who now have gained access to other sources c¢i revenue,

especially those svailable through nigraticen. (27)

"he ggLé, the traditionally warricr caste, alsc included
the courtiers and counselors, who the diswartké, “who were
reputed to te clever arnd dipleratic, capalle of hanéling the
rost delicate of situstions’ ! (2L} Today, they cffer their
talents ancd services as marabouts and., like the lower castes,

have Hecome lbeggars.

(25)  te Chassey, 1977, p.1u3, Ware, p.23.
(36) Boutillier, et al, p.127.
(37) SELES-FAC, p.29¢.

3t WVane, p.z4.




The torobé& are the only ones to have an indisputable
authority and political power. As the higher caste, they
represent the religious, political and landowning aristo-
cracy. The Almanmy dyabé is-electéd from thié caste; (39)

With the exception of the éZiBgs this class ihcluded the

only real peasant group of all the castes with tﬁe exception
of the dyabe, this class includes the only real peasant'group
of all the castes which so far have been mentioned. 1In effect,
the torobé are cultivators, but only in theory, for their
sharecroppers and paid laborers, the dyab&, are the ones who

actually cultivate their fields.

There is an apparent contradiction in the attitude of
this class towards the role of cultivatbrs. The torobé& have
traditionally refused to accept any other occupation except
that of cultivator, as it is the role linked to their noble
status. At present however, the rural excdus has particularly
affected the torobé youth who, though rejecting the role of
cultivator, do not wish to lose the priviler2s enjoved by the
landowning class. This, evidently, is a phenomenon common to
all developing countries. Nevertheless; with reference to
the torob&, this particular refusal to “dirty one’'s hands” is
based on three factors: the actual tilling of the soil was
always linked to the servile castes, fhe educational system
established during colonization and maintained after indepen~-
dence has never instilled respect for agricultural occupations,
and finally the flight from the rural areas:andAmigration have
increased their purchasing pover to a 1éve1‘which adeqﬁately

ensures immediate, even if only intermittent, consumption.

(39) "Any torodo peasant may, in theory, become the Almamy.
The only criterion is that he be over forty years old,
pious, literate and of good character.” De Chassey,
1977, p.196. o _ o




These attitudes will inevitakly introduce a change in
the land tenure syster in the Valley. (4U) This will te brought
about not only because of a progressive alienatiorn from the
land, but especially bLecause of the greater involverment of all
levels of the society in the new regulations governing the
acgquisition of land, the effects of which are already apparent
in the exchanges and sale of land taking place ir the valley
trarsactions which, only a few years ago, would have been
totally iunconceivable. TLough far fror widespread, this
phenqmenon i5 indicative of new attitudes developing towards

the traditional ties of kinship, lanc¢ and power.

I1I1. TBE PEULES

h. - Pastoral Life

i. The Crigins of the Feulhs

Sahel, though there are namy hypotheses concerning these ethnic
grours. This is equally true of the origins arnd way of life

of the Peulhs of Hauritaria who differ greatly fror one tegion
tc another. . Vernet states that southeastern IFauvritania had
lleer occupied by neolithics with Sudamese traditions who had
come fronm the East after having settled on the tanks of the
xile. Though racially heterogeneous negroid traits pre- v
dominated, they were mixed with europhoide influences.(41)

e telieve that they ray possibly be the ancestors cf the

(40) A study of land tenure in Mauritania, the protlems
and its process of ‘change will be 1nc1uded in the
KAMS report on soc1al chanies,: T

(41) Vermet, p.30.

I Little is known about the origins cf the Peulhs of the




Toubcus anc¢ Peulhs. towever, what is certair is that they
vere cattle herders whe led their herds frowm one. pasture-
to evother. This way of life has not significantly evolved -

since that perioc.

ii. Transhurance and Livestock

Bremaud provides classifications drawn from le !ouvreur
and basecd on cliratic zones and ¢n criteria of hatitat, v
economic activities and wobility (42) for the different life-
styles of the people of the Sahkara and the Sabel.‘ They
are of particular interest becazuse they effectively de~
ronstrate the differences which exist even within the same
lifestyles as practiced in both desert zomes. This approach
uighlights the differences between the iicors, the ‘real”

nomads, the Feulhs, the pastoral transhumants:

the fahel ’ the Sghara’

Sedentary : fixed habitat idem
R permarantly occupied

‘diverse crops: pals groves &
gsardens

Semi*Sedéﬁtary' "herds sheltered srall livestock
R in stockades , sheltered in
stockades.

‘ihese classifications are taken from Lreraud,

pp. 96-97. It must be erphasized that these categories
are presented with the obtjective of classifying the
nost typical features of each group. There are in-
deed numerous gradations betweer and within each
category, as reflected in trade, settlements,

exchange, or even in methods of stockraising.




terni~-Cedentary ¢

Semi-nomads :
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fized hatbtitat tempo-

rarily abandoned
curinpg a part of
the ary season;

diverse crops;

mobile habitat:

miliet fields:

limited mobility

around a permanent
vater point;

Afixed kabitat

seascral separa-
tion of the .
fapily between

gzardening and trans-

humance:
robile habitat:

pale groves; andé
no gardens;

very localized
zcnes of pastu-
rage:

robile habitat:

mobile habitat

neither palm groves
nor gardens:

ne crops

transhbumance de- large~scale robility
pendent on rain~ : dependent on rain-

It is evident that the habit is the only constant element
coumon to similar categories. The nobility or imwrobility
ofi the grdup deternine the level and.intgnsity of their
various econcwmic activities. In all cases - thé decision to
migrate and the range to bte covered is all dependent on
nature. It is only within the interior of the chosen spaée“‘
that each group establishes its way of life according to
economic andIpoliticai-inter“ethnic relatibuships. It is
through these relationshirps that “the different ﬁcssibili—

ties for making use of the various ecological environments



are discovered". (43) ‘Therefcre conditicns of nature exert
miniral influence over the way of life selected, for the
choice is rather a cultural response to the geographic en~

vircnment and is one which takes both ecological znd politicsl

conditions into consideratiorn. (44)

Transhumance (45) is indeed 2 complex pbenomenon as
e#iﬁenceé by the three ditferent lifestyles of the Peulhs of
ilguritania - semi-nowadic, sewi-sedentarized, and seden
tarized. (46)

Within both the nomadic an¢ sedentary milieu, livestock
ralslng is one of the primcipal modes of accumulation of
wealth. Lven though this accumulatlon takes the guise of the

most easily recognizable signs of social prestige, it is in

fact at one and the same time the “investment capital® and tte

Yend-products.” It should equally be pointed out that re-
gardless of the néture of the rural envircnment, livestock
.and:agricﬁltute are closely linked. Evem herders who have
no‘agfiéﬁltufalﬁactivities maintain numerous contacts with
cuitivators. First and foremost, however, livestock has a
role in the course of normal social activities, especially
in the constitution of the dowry (in. the Soninke society

this was the exclusive function of the livestock cwned).

{43) Hervouet, p.u5.
(44) Ibid p 9(, '

{a5) Brenaud s deflnxtlon, L1606, Transhumance: all
seasonal movements of a cyclical nature involving
all or part of the herd within the spatial limits

of customary pasturage.

(44) Wlth reference to uef1n1t1ons, consult thie categorles
lined gbove for seri-nomadic, semi~sedentary and
sedentary groups of the Sahel.
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It is therefore quite clear that in communities where live~-
stock rearing is the primary activity, it constitutes the econo-
mic and social hasis of the aroup. Different type of livestock
however, revresent different economies. It is evident that »
cattle raising is more difficult than the raising of goats and
sheep which are more manageable anl more easily sold, especially
when it involves a forced sale. (47) 1In addition, hecause this
smaller livestock produces a higher numher of offsprings, it -

offers a hetter rate of distribution among the families.

Reing a symbhol of social differentiation, the herds of
the wealthier cattle breeders are very often dispersed to
various areas to avoid, on the one hand, taxation, and on the -
other hand, the jealousy (the evil eye) of others.(48) This
practice constitutes a fundamental difference hetween the seden-
tary and the transhumant grouns. For this first group, the con-
centration of their "capital” is more conspicious and more
centralized. Among the sedentary cattle breeders as with the
sedentary cultivators, thisAaccumulation of wealth is essentially
in the hands of the leading families: nobles, tribal chiefs,
rich merchants..... (49)

Traditionallv, the only way a herdsman could maintain his
standard of living, his “"capital," was to have a herd providing
nilk, for the sale of this produce was more profitable for

the Peulhs who controlled 757 of all the large cattle herds

(47) Ancey gives an example of the heavy losses involved in the
sale of cattle by certain “Mossi of Upper Volta. They were
obliged to sell 1/3 of their herd in order to compensate for
a deficit of 452 kilos of millet (p.40).

(43) There is possibly another logical reason which may be medi_
cally explained. Disversing the herds diminishes the risks
of contagion during an epidemic - A rislk which could lead to
the loss of the entire herd. However, this explanation is
not necessarily a traditicnal one! :

(49) It is interesting to note that nowadavs, and especially since
the drought, traders have started taking over the owner-
ship of herds from traditional herdsmen (tiallo, p.l15).




in lMauritania. VYor the Woors,'sﬂéll livestock,
to sell,

far eas1er
was an inportant scurce for their personal d&lly

consumption of milk (it is con31dered aegradlnb for the

ticors to sell pilk) ané tkeir consumptlcn of meat durlng

nmajor celetrations. - (Sb)

iii. Livestock faising and Agriculture

The relaticmnskips which have traditionally existed be-
twveen herdsmen ard cultivators have at times beer one of
dominance by the former group. However, ‘“‘the decline of'great
empires established by populations engaged in livestock raising
fas considerable modified this situation“. (51) The changes
were primarily brought atout by sedentarization thereby
making it necessary for different ethnic groups to adopt the
sare activities within the same spatial environment. This
led to the exchange of teckniques as well as the acquisition’
of land and services. The present social structures and the
utilization of land are all the outcome of this process of

the mutations that transform traditions. (52)

Livestocl raising has become an important activity which

is second only to agriculture in the valley. his is due to the

influence of the Peuli:s on the Toucouleurs. Though it was
now originally one of their main occupations, thke Toucouleurs
now engage in extemnsive breeding of 11vestoc’ (5 ) Unlike
flsnlng, an act1v1tx esserntially linked to a partlcular class,

t;e subalbe, livestock raising ray be practiced bty all soc1al

(SQ) qervbuet pp.93 and. 97. "1t should be poxnted out, however,
-~ “‘that the drought - as. stated below - has profoundly changed
_the attltude of the herdsmen towards their cap1ta1"

(51) SEDES—FAO, p.298,
(52) 1bid.
{53) Boutllller, et. al., p.135.
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categories. “dNevertheless, the impottaiice attached to the
treeding of livestock in the various economic systems of the
Valley significantly varies from ome ethnic group to an-

other™. (54)

- Uutlined below - based on the study of SEBES-FAC - are
some of the reasons highlighting the current interest and

importance of livestoch to cultivators: (55)

1. it serves 2s a medijum Of exchange for a specific

type of goods;
2. it can supply the family’s need in meat ;
3. it provides draught animalg;

4, it serves as a pew form of insurance in cace

of ‘crop failure:

,éuitivator desire to leave the family circle;
:,.6. it inc:eases or eliminates the cultivator's de-
~pendence on the herder; in areas where there are
- both cultivators and herdsmen, in some cases the
former arrange for their children to learn how
to becore herders. . This is far wmore common in

Mali than in lauritania..

towever, the cultivator is still not totally indeperdent
of the herder with whor he_mgiptains important contracts for
the traditional exéhangé of his rillet and rice crops against

manure to fertilize his fields.

(54) Ibid.
(55) SEDES-FAO, p.299-300.

l 5. it allows Zor greater iﬁdependence should the
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B. THE SOGIAL»ORGANIZATION OF THE PEYLHS

"The Peulhs are largely dispersed from Senegal to the

Republic of Central Africa. The Peulh diaspora  has given
the different groups highly varied historical experience.
This is the reason why they developed extremely diverse social

systems..."(56) It is therefore the way of life which is

significant and not kinship ties linking distant lineages.

For example, while the Yodaabe of Niger are described as being
exclusively nomadic herders in the excellent study carried out
by Dupire, the "odaabe of Dar el Barka in “auritania are large

landowners though they also practice extensive livestock
raising. (57)

i, Concept of Space Lived in and Exchanged

In noting the disparities within the different groups of
Peulhs, Hervouet stateé.that these are not only due to the
influence of the groups which lived with them or were neigh-
bors to thenm, bﬁt also the consequence of the range of mobility
determined by their chosen agro-pastoral activity.’ The spatial
environment selected reflected, in fact, not only the comnosi-
tion of the herds but also the social,\economic and political
power of the groué; Thus, the movement of‘the herds can only
be possible if waterpoints are located close enough to one an-
other so that they may be waterad daily. These waternoints,
however, may be located in areas under the control of other
‘ethnic groups (the Chratti and the Tadjakant, Yoorish groups,
own the area extenﬂihg from the Aftout to the Guidimakha)
thereby imposing a politicél constraint on the direction in
which the group may attend its area of mobility. The move-

ment is thus restricted by the volitical environment. VYet

(56) Ronte, p.5.
(57) See 9. Ra.




aiother constraint can also be imposed: technique éf

vater uSage allowing aifferences in the use of space. The
kioors need té‘wé;er their herds only every other day, while
the,Peulhs:neéd to do sc daily. Livestock and water drawing
teckniques used by the iicors allow them to ‘use areas un-

expleoitable by the Feulks during the dry season. (59)

The traditional way of life of both the Moors and the
Yeulhs has been profoundly changed, and though the‘drought
may have dramaticaliy rade the changes highly visible, the
process had nevertheless begun long before that. The youth
have begun rejectihg the austerity of pastoral life, prefers .-
ring a different spatial environment, the easier and less
dangerous activities of the cities. This trend appears to-
be nore visible among the Moors than the Feulhs, because
through their'commerce, the all-pervasive importance of
roney at alil levels of the'Eorrigh society predominates. It
is "as if the passworg had-becomei:'get tich!'" (&0) Arong
the Feulhs, their highly restraining social organization
has had the effect of Reeping their youth more closely
attached to the family unit ', their herds and their tradi-
tional spatial environment. ‘

ii. Social Structures (¢1)

‘The three Feulh comrunities inp Mauritaniag gradually in-i
filtrated into the country and organized their respective

societies according to tke spatial environment in which they

(5%) HMoorish well-diggers'employ‘methods;unkncwn to the
Peulhs, thus allowing ther the use of areas inaccessible -
to the.latterf(Hervouet, p.l1Cl). - L

(60) Eervouet, p.108,’

(61) There isg very little information available on the social
structure of the Peulhks of Mauritania. This sector
therefore will be limited teo sirply presenting the most
essential features drawn from the -rare sources avail~
able on this subject.




found themselves. Indeed, the relationship between land and
the Peulhs (62) is reflected in the names distinguishing the

three groups: Peulh Walo, Peulh Dlerl and Foulabe. Two zones

mark the advance of the Peullis. On both 31des of the 450 mm
isohyete in the Assaba region, there exists the sedentarisa-

tion front while from the North of the Gorgol River basin

to the Reguiba region predominates the transhumants' front. (63)

The social organisation of these three groups is essen-
tially identical to that of the Toucouleurs discussed above;
the basic social unit is the gallé, the extended fémily led
by the patriarch . The Ardo is the head of the clan and
represents the power of the regrouped lignages. As with the
Toucouleurs, the power of the Ardo has been diminished by
that of the élgggy, the spiritual leader of thie‘group.° In
contrast to the Toucouleurs, however, - castes és well
as endogamy are not predominant characteristics among the
Peulhs. (64)

The Walo Peulhs, the least nomadic of all three groups,

are not very different from the Toucouleurs. Their social

(62) See Agricultural Production studies of the RAMS for
further details. Enough to point out here the two out
of nine types of soils caracteristic of the Senegal
River Valley: the dieri, a sandy zone most fit for
the season of "hivermage”™ or rainy season; and the -
walo, most adequate for recessional agriculture and,
indeed, the most consistently productive zone.

(63)  Toupet, p. 300.

(64) 0. Ba includes the Peulhs as one of the castes within -
the 15 castes of the Toucouleurs' social structure.
It is difficult to accept such a categorization for
it appears more evident to us that the Peulhs are
parallel to and independent of the Toucouleurs’
+“intermal social structure. '




evolution has teen influenced by their lengthy contact with
populaticns located along the Fiver. The village community
predoninates amoug the Walo Feulhs ‘and in fact, "the basic
social unit is mo longer strlctly formed, along genealoglcal
lines, but added to tve original group were numerous allies
cf civerse origins who became assimilated to the Feulhs
during the course of their migrations”.(¢5) The increased
importance of the occupied spatial environment, the develop~-
ment 0f agriculture of the wadi (dry riverbeds) and the walo
have all significantly made up the production typical of the
Peulhs.

L'influence Toucouleurs et la pratique . de 1l'agriculture
ont donc: conféré aux Yeulks Walo uné structure d'organi-

zation socio-politique supérieur au gallé, permettant aimsi

de disposer d‘un pouvoir de décision et d'organisation
plus large s'appuyant sur un genre de vie seri~sédentsire
ct le noyau villageois est relativement important. Les
Peulhs Walo ont donc emprunté aux Toucouleurs, non
seulement leurs lois foncilres, nais aussi, une partie

de leurs structures sociales, et il est parf01s aellcat
de les distinguer. (6¢€) :

The Dieri Peulks have retained their language of origim -
the Djolof. Three essential elements determine their terri-

torial unity:~

a. a waterpoint nesar which they may camp during the

dry season

(¢5) Hervouet; p.?Q;

(6G) The 1nf1uence of the ioucouleurs and the practlce of
agriculture have thus given the Walo Fulani a soico~
political organizational structure extending beyond
the galle, thus allowing them a broader organiza-
tional and decision-making power tased om the semi-
sedentary way of life where the village unit is of
relative importance. The Walo Peulks thus adopted
not only the Toucouleurs' lapd tenure laws, but a
part of their social structure as well. It is there-

fore at times difficult to distinguish omne system fromn
the other.




L. grazing areas located in the vicinity;

¢. land available for cultivation during the rainy

seasotn.

A striking characteristic among the Lieri Peulhs is the

manner in which spatial dispersal is reflected inm their social

dispersal. Within this community, it is the chief of the

gallé, the dyom gallé, and nct the maodo ouro, the village'
chief, who is the exclusive decision-making authority. The
fawily unit is very limited and thte least misunderstanding
witkin a group could lead to a new social and spatial
separation. In a regior dominated by Koors, the political
force‘cf~the Eieri Peulﬁs has thus been redu@éd: their
choice of a difficult agricultural alternative from the out-
sét, the diéri, and a willful indepencence, all méke for a
lack of political force, yhich sharply distinguishes ther
fror the Walo Peulhs among whom the association of culti-

vators and herders is a sclidly entrenched institution.

The Foulabe are the Feulhs nomads par excéllence. in
fact, they have been labelled, hatocbeé, méaning “the obsessed!"”
in Foular. (£7) It was only in 1%5¢ thet their conversion
to Islarx became complete, (6¢) ané though this may not be
indicative of their isolation, it is at least indicative of
their attachment to their original traditions. They are
also called the Foulabe of the farakoro, after the region in
which they live and in which the concentration of lLoors is
sparse, ever though this region was a passageway for their

razzias at the turn of the century.

(67) C. Ba, p.112.

(68) Hervouet, p.uéh.
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Like the Lieri Peullis, the chief of the galle is the

central authority for the group. He is the one tc rake the

decisions pertinent to all sales or barter. Among the
Foulabtes, women have the rigiht to take only profits gained
iror the sale of milk. Should she seek a di§orce, strict
traditional ané pre-Islaric regulations deprive her of the
anisals included in the dowry which she had brought to her

thusbend's home. loreover, when leaving, she is not allowed

to take even her children with her. This serves as a reans

'ty which the.group maintains its econoric and social cohesion

snd by which it prevents its cisintegration through its

freguent dispersions.

Independent of the iloors, relying on their lineal and
social organization, the Foulabe "have an overa11‘vision of
the environment in which each present is integrated in their
interpretation of their special environment”. ((Y) This
interpretation however, is undergoing profound changes due
in part to their adaptation to Islanic norms, especially
with regard to women, (7C) but also due in part tc a forced
sedentarization which is as an aftermath of the recent

drought.

C.  'The Peulhs .And The Drought
The drought of the 7C's was one of the most severe ever

experienced ty the populations of theVSahels especially of

(69) 1Ibid, p.&7.

(76) Islamic laws state that a widow has the right to in-
herit a part of her deceased husband's herds.
Kervouet, p.37, cites the erample of a dispute wkich
occurred in Arach Mouderi, karakoro, im 197Z. One
of the two spouses ¢f the deceased wanted to res-~
pect the Foulab@ tradition, while the other preferred
the Koranic law.




ifauritania. loreover, it is continuing into the new decade
Gf the 80'5, entailing and aggravating the social, economic,

and ecological problems of the most disadvantaged repula-
tions.

Hervouet (71) states that previous droughts wvere
diffg:gnt and far less davaging for they occurred in only re-
stricted areas. The fawine which ceveloped in their wake
was not, therefore, as gereralized and as widespread awong
humaﬁs.and animals. The recent drought has had & distinctly

ditferent effect on the huwman populations than those of the
Frevious years.

Table II, adapted from a FAC report of 1977, shows,
in_comparispn with other countries, the disastrous state of
the btovine herds in Mauritania, thus essentially those of
the Moors and the Peulhs.

During this drought, three particular developrents have
had a significant impact on the populations: (72)

a. an extensive drcught

b. a 6UX demographic increase’over tue last thirty
years, without, hLowever, a comparable increase in
- food production because of the lack of the

necessary farwing techniques;

{71)_ Hervouet, pp. 131-137; see EAMS report on thke en-
vironment by P. HAUSEER (RANMS).

(72) :Hervouét, pp. 137-8.
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c. an increase in the number of herds during a
ten year span, 1%5¢ to 130&, due to mass vac~
cination of herds, leading toc a diseQuilibrium
between pasturage and¢ livestock, between
‘agriculture and cattle breeding. In addition,
the recent increase in the cultivated surfaces has

resulted in a corresponding decrease of available

pasturage.

A1l of these evenis have changed not only the range of

mobility and inter-ethnic social relationships, but the very

'attitude of the herdsmen towards the value of their herds.

Liallo (73) uses the term "sedentary” to describe the
Peulhs because of the distinctive tendency of the latter to
secentarize¢ Tor exarple, laurel (74) indicates that since

1971 the density of the herds in R'kiz has sharply increased.

"Entire camps of herders from Boutilimit, Houadhibou, 2kjoujt

and Nouskchott have been arriving there, some of them for the
first time ip their lives. DNot one of them can remerber

having ever experienced a more difficult year. The increased

‘deusity of both the human and arinoal populations kas more-

over led to numerous, and sometimes violent, disputes be-

twveen herders and cultivators.

The movement towards sedentarization is continuing and
is irreversible. It has fostered an awareness of the need
for diversification in both livestock raising and farming.
Kowever, there seems to te a contradiction. The accumula-
tion of herds became unprofitable since, as indicated in the

table, over half of them weré lost. Hlevertheless, those who

(73) Diallo, p.l4.

s

(74) Yaurel, p.45 and p.Z.
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still had a part of their herds were abtle to sell therm in

order to meet their irmeciate needs. This possibility in-
creased the economic aspects aund thev“capital”_value of
livestock, thus encoufaging rany of the Feulhs to recon-
stitute their herds, while nonetheless being forced into

diversifying their activities becomlnb elther farrw laborers

or landewnlng cultlvators.

The cultlvators, nav1ng 11kew1se suffered from the long
years 0of the droughts,; were also attracteu by the value of
livestock. The acqu1s1t10n of livestock is spreading,thus

cresting a new form of economic security for the group.

This nurturing avareness amcng the herdsvren of the need
for economic diversifiéatidn has givennrise to a new and re-
vealing phenomenonm with respect to the adaptation of the
herders to farming and tc new sources of fodder. 1In regions in
which irrigated developrent projects are being set up, the
herdcers no longer wish toc be excluded from the agricultural and
fodder production opportunities crezted by these developments.
They have even begun formulating their demands with regard to
the redistribution of land being irrigated in the Senegal
Liver Valley. (75)

(7Z) SELDES-FAC, p.3CC - Lhere is a typlcal exanple of this
case 1n L‘Pourle as indicated in the case study presented
“The Soc1a1 Organisation of Agrlcultural Proddetion"
]1nc1uded 1n the repbrt: on Studies:in %oclal Change. =




This significant interest in development projects does not
however resolve the numercus difficulties confronting herders
wio cannot - or will mot - abandon their way of life. The loss
of their herds has been & dramatic psychological blow for thew.
There are examples of “recurring cases of abandcdonrent of the
herds followed at times by that of the family and even by
suicides," (7¢) The losc of herds has profoundly disrupted the
‘tasis of the national and communal economies. £4s a result,
we cannot ignore the irreversible impact that this loss has had
on both family and social structures. A psychological need is
~deeply felt today by the herder to revaluate his cccupation
which is the very foundation on which social stability, if
ngtuprimarilyAthe stability of the family, can be rebuilt -

a process indispensable for all development.

IV. THE SONINKES

The Guidimakha and Its Ethnic piversity (77)

Traditionally, it is said that the first Soninke to
settle in the 4ssaba was called Makha lale Soumare, frem
which was derived Guidi (mountain of) Makha. (76) The Guidi-
makha is undoubtedly tue region with the highest concentra-
tion of kauritanian Soninkes, the most important group of

tizis tribe.

(7¢) 1Ibid, p.306, liervouet points out that the majority of
-~ . the Foulabé and other ethnic groups' lost between 4C
and 6C% of their sheep and goats and more tham 60Z of
- their cattle (1977, p.78). Adoptation to the conse-
quences of the drought has been difficult for the Hkoors
especially because of the loss of their laborers, that
is, the haratine,; who have migrated. This is the group
which has traditiorally been their shepherds.

(77) This section is essentially based on the reports of Powns
and Eeyna; and of Faynault, et. al. ‘

(78) Hervouet, p.d86.




Accordlng to Saiut Pere, the Guidimakhe was exc1u31ve1y

inhebited by Sonminkes up untll 1603, Since then,‘and espec1ally

since the recent drought all the other ethnic groups neet there

Cin ever increasing numters.

In 1889, the Sonirkes founded Selibaby, the capitel of the
reglon, and the first Lorelgners to settle there were tLe
tambaras in 1603, as slaves,pf the Soninkes. Ir 19¢5, the French
bezan imposing taxes, which led a large number of foninkes to
leave the region in order to avoid payment. Taking adventage'of
tﬁis Situation, the Barbara: slaves revolted and the French gave
then the land and huts which had teen abandoned by the Soninkes.

This is the event which led to the division of the town of

Selibaty into two parts: the original Selibaty and Pambara
. Doudou. T '

The Peulhs had begun arriving in the Guidirakha as of

1S4¢ but it was until the advent of independence, 1n 150,

. ,that they begarn settling in the interior of Sellbaby itself.

ok 11tt1e before that, in 1553, the Beidane licors came as

teacers, anu the Haratin, 1ndependent1y of their pmasters,

created v111ages where they would live only aurlng the rainy

-season while settling in felibaty during the dry season.

Alfhdugh' in appeararce, harmonious social relationships
exisfybetween these different ethnic groups whlch appeat -to inter-
act very well there still exlsts an atrosphere of mistrust
which 1s further compllcated by the fact that the distinction
between nobles, ‘slaves and castes is maintained in the daily
social arnd political life of the groups. iHoreover, in the
Guicimakha, only the noble class has the right to participate

in the leacership of the Soninke community,
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It is interesting to note that the Soninkes of Guidimakha
compose one of the seven different dialectic groups of the
Soninkes living in Mali, Senegal and in other regions of
%auriteﬁia. It is said that the dxfferences between the dia-
lects of these groups are such that they have difficulty in
understanding one another. For example, the Soninkes located
around Nema and the Malian border are the ‘“lakhere, those of "ali
afe the Diafounou, those of Senegal, the Boundou, and in
Guidimakha, there are two different groups, the ¥Khaniaga and
the Halre. This 11ngu1st1c,1501at10n of Soninke communities is
made ‘even more conspiciocs by the fact that, in comparison,

the lalpoularen, Toucouleurs and Peulhs, have been able to

ma:nta1n thelr 11ngu1st1c and cultural 51m11ar1t1es which has there-

fore created mutual understanding between the groups despite

thelr dlfferent origins and the resulting linguistic differences.

This extreme diversity is certainly the underlying cause
for the legendary 1ma°e of the Soninkes: an extremely authori-
tarian-if not outr1gﬁt dictatorial - system of control within the
commun1ty wh1ch fnc111t1tes the mekineg of ccllective decieions
and their 1mp1ementatlon. This control extends to all the
activities of the individual for whom the interest of the group
must take precedence. Raynaut et al give an example of this
attltude. In 1975, the chlefs of the Soninke villages in the
Guidimakha made the dec1s1on to un1form1y set the price of
millet at a partlcularly low rate in order to discourage sales.
The communlty wuuld not have been able to meet the food needs
otherw1se, and anyone d1sobey1ng this order was heavily. fined.(79)
This concept of almost atavistic obedience in the Soninke
pefSonalit& is further reinforced by the age-set system, the

authority of the family head, and the superiority of the male
and the husband.

(79) Raynaut et. al. p.956.




Social Nrganization

i. The Village

The complexity, hut also the strictly hlerarchlcal fam11v

and social relationships of the Soninke society demonstrates
an 1nterna1 discipline which contrasts with those of the other
ethnic Prouus in Mauritania. Tt is also the explahation of
why the institution of slavery is still so rigorously main-
tained among the Soninke, while among the Peulhs and the

Moors it has already begun to weaken.

The village, divided into. "free" and “"non-free” members
is the basic political unit of the group., The chief of the
village, a descendant of one of the leading, therefore noble,
families, is the undisputahle authority. He is the one who
is responsible for tax collections, who directs the activities
of the village, who receives strangers, who organizes the
_ control of bush fires and settles quarrels among the v111agers.

,Hls counselors, the village elders, are also of the noble class,

- The Xa, the household uni-t, is composed of an extended’
Famlly varying between 15 to 50 members. Governed by a Kagouma,
the head of the family, it represents the most important
social unit in the community. It is only upon the death of the
family head that the sons may leave the family compound to

go and bduild their own compound.

The "free” men of the village are divided into four
categories: the nobles, the marabouts, or people of the
Book (the Xoran), the counselors and the castes. The memhers

of this last category are all grouped under the same label,
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Myakhamdu, which includes the griots (hoth musicians and
genealogists), leatherworkers, Rlacksmiths, fishermen and

. woodworkers, who are all strictly endogamous,

The "non-free” categorv is divided into two groups:: -

the diokourounko and the komo.

- The dioukourounko, domestic slaves, (the equivalent of

the abid among the “oors), enjov certain privileges in the
master's household, for they have supposedly accepted their
status. Having arrived at the same time as the founding
families on which they are dependent, they are subject to no

taxation and are responsible for communal tasks.

- The komo the equivalent of the Haratin, are on the
other hand sla§es bought from. other ethnic groups and are under
the control of the master. They normally work as farm labhorers,
cultivating for the family to which they belong. ' According to
the attached table on the division of social categories in
four Soninke villages in the Guidimakha surveyed by the team

of Yar on Want in 1979, it is interesting to note that the

 komo constitute the largest social group in all of these

villages.




I4BLE III

THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL CATEGORIES IN SEVERAL VILLAGES IN THE AREA (&v

B mm am ms =m =

Villages Kobles I.arabouts Counse- {(astes Fisher- Liou- Komo
' lors men kour.
LIAGUILI 15 % 17.5 2 1 % 3.1 2 YA 4 7 % 46.4 %
I"u:’OULESSIMOU 31.7 % 5.8 % t.2 Z - - - 54.1 %
lz;mgoumoszw 12. % 13.6 % 1% B.4 % 10.9 % 4.3 % 4%.c %
lsouou " WV 6.9 % - 5.7 % 7.4 % = 72.6 %

Eiélﬁéi;ity, or perhaps ethnocentrism, of this soc
prevents any forelvner from becoring Sonlnke. Lowever,
stranger may become a slave according to the Sonlnke.
may te foninke, even after having lived among then for

tions. ,Dowﬁs and Reyna quote a-Soninke proverb which a

for a hundred years,'it will never become a cfocodile.“
The Bamharas, the tradltlonal slaves of the Sonlnkes, h
however, nore than once revolted against thelr rasters.
recently as 1962 and 1975, there were blocdy uprisings
Selibeby. (02)

(30) 1Table III is taken from War on Want, p.22.

(1) Lowns & Keyna, p.25.
(s2) Ibidg, p.26.

iety
‘any
None
‘genera-

ptly pr

presents this attitude: “Even if a log remains in the water

(e1)
ave
Ls

in
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Among the Soninkes, all social cétegories are subdivided
into . .age- sets. 51m11ar to those of the Toucouleurs, the fedde.
In the v111ages, the age-set svstem ig hlghlv'stratlf1ed among
both the men and women: generally grouping age-sets separated
by 3 to 4 years. Although the age—-sets may now have only a
ritualistic function, they are nevertheless a microcosm of
social control and pressure. Tréditionally, every “age-set
had its‘particdlar tasks and obligations in the village. 1In
Sélibaby however, there are only two distinct age~sets: one

for young people up to 35 years of age, and another for the
adults above 35,

Like all Black African ethnic groups, the Soninkes are
polygamous and divorce is infrequent. Similarly, as in all
other Third Horld countries where this phenomenon is taking
on alarming proportions, marriage has become an onerous under-
taking, generally exceeding the financial resources of the
ma jority of the population. Migration and the transformation
into a consumer society are the principal causes, and, as
will become apparent further on, migration among the Soninkes
has become one of the most visible characteristics of the

society, placed second only to that of social rigid1ty.7_

Downs and Qeyna provide a list of the mutual obllgatlons
of the Soninke husband and wife. This list could in fact be
implied to. all African societies. There is nonetheless an
exceptional condition which the Soninke. female is obliged to
fulfill (and one which all other ethnic groups concede is
unique to the Soninkes); thct is, she has the obligation and duty
of painting and guarding the hut ~ tasks normally assigned only

to males in other societies.




Bnother unique characteristic of the Soninkes social
organlzatlon, and one which again reflects the soc1ai
stratification an¢ the éivisidn cf labor within the group, is
the way in which the respon81b111t1es of the members of the

fanily are designated according tec the work to be done in the

‘fields. The maximum output of each and everyone is directed

towards contributing to the cynamism of the group while

ceveloping a personal sense of respon81b111ty to the group,
and, in particular, to his family.
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ii. Economic Activities

~ Soninkes are first and foremost farmers. However, since
the drought, like the Toucouleurs, they are engaging them-
'selves more actively: in livestock raising as a means of en-
sufing greater economic security.
Everythiﬁg is:foreseen in the life of the Soninke9 even
to his position in the fields- and the type of soil he has
the right to cultivate.

The te-khore or collective field, corresponds to the
family dwelling the ka, to the extended household. The chief
of the ka is responsible for field production. BEe keeps
the yearly cereal supply for the entire extended family in
a special granary tc which only he has the key. He is also
the one who rations out the necessary amount for the family

meals each day. (83)

Although land tenure is organized according to the type
of soil and field, as with the Toucouleurs, this is per-
petuated more rigidly and with a tighter hierarchy among the

Soninkes.

There are two categories of cultivable land: clan soils,

khaabela-ninye or tribal fields, and so-called free soils,

dymankafo~ninye. The clan soils, strictly appropriated and

placed under the responsibility of the clan chief, are the
most fertile soils, falo and fonde, while the lands which are

freely accessible to the entire village community and for

(83) A parallel can be drawn between the traditional Arab
and western societies where similar systems exist;
it is often the father of the family who metes out the
necessary amount of money for family meals, either on
a daily or a monthly basis, depending on the family.




whlch the village chief is responsible, are the arid 50118,

.d1er1 located far from .the river -and the village.

Apart from the clan soils, three usages, determined by

the landowners, nyinagumme, -are permitted: 1) lending land,

renewable yearly: 2) land lasting from one to three years,
and:; 3) land purchase a recent: occurrence affecting only the
fonde 30113, often used for housing construction. In theory,
payments for temporarily acquired land amount to one~ tenth
of the harvest. Their symbolic purpose is to strengthen the
bonds between the owner and the user. In practice, however,
these payments differ greatly from one village to the other

and from owner to owner. (84)

The free lands are subject to the "law of the ax."”

Whoever first clears the land has the right to cultivate it,
but it must be recalled that the village chief is still res-
ponsible for the management of all the plots, and that a pay-

ment of one-tenth of the harvest goes to the village.

The three types of village soil, falo, fonde and dieri,

reflect the social levels of this society.,

The falo, or flood lands, which are the most fertile soils
along the bank of the river, are the absolute property of the
nobles and cultivated mainly by the komo, slaves. Ce qui

est important 3 noter, c'est le caractdre precalre de la

lpulssance que la majorlte des exploxtants peuvent exercer

(84) War on Want pp. 18-19.




sur les jafdiﬁs de décrue.” (85) The absence of economic
participatien by the majority of the farmers can only
diminish their 1nterest in land development and improvement
in thelr farmlng methods and. in. product1v1ty, which are

actually thelr primary responsibility.

'We once again refer to the table from the War on Want
‘”report to accentuate (see Tables IV and V) the contrast be-

tween the soc1a1 classes of the landowners and ‘the farmers
in those villages surveyed.

(85) "What is important to note is the precarious nature
of the control that the majority of the farmers can
exercise over the recession plots.” 1bid, p.26.
Text underlined in the ofiginal. There is walo soil in
the Guidimakha, which makes the falo soils V@Ty precious.
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l TABLE 1V (f)

FALO: DISTRIBUTION OF: LANDOWNERS BRY SOCIAL STATUS

Itgllages Nobles  *“ara- Advigers Castes Total Diou- Komo Total Grand
~ bouts ‘ kour. : -Total
';AGUILI 65.5%2- 23.0% 8.57 -~ 9372 2.8% - 2.87% - 98,52
lOULESSI"‘IOU 62.57 15.52 - - 78% - - 20.82 92,82
IoggoUN~- i
0ROY 92.07% 3.0% 5.0% - 1002 - - - -

TABLE V (+)

FALO: DISTRIBUTION OF CﬁLTIVATORS BY S0OCIAL STATUS

Villages Nobles Mara- = Advisers Castes Total Djiou- vKomo’f Total fGrand

l bouts ‘ kours ' » Total
DIAGUTLI 46,02 20 7 8.27  2.37 772 - 237 237 1007
l OULESSIMOU 14.57 36 3%  14.5% - 652 - 352 3527 100%
';osomw | B o

TOUROY 21.02 13 2 13.07 - 417 - 537 - 53% 1007

- (#) From Yar on Want, Takles IV and V, p.24,

---F




The percentage of "free born™ landowners of,the:félé varies
from 78% to 100%. | |

The acquisition of alluv1a1 banks for rainfed crops,"
the fondé&, is also 1n the hands of the noble and Yfree" classes9
although a recent change has come about with a sllght‘lncreaae
in the number of landowners in the “slave” classes, the komo,

who purchase plots for construction. (86)

The érid soils, diéri, located several kilometers from the
river, are freely accessible for ownership by the;ﬁéiave“
classes. This distance (from the river) is the main criterion
determining who will have the privilege of cultivating the

soil.

This distribution of owners by soil type and.cbnséquently
by type of productlon prov1des an insight into the spatial
relations that are governed by the social relatlonshlps of
the Soninke. Village space, as well ‘as land spgce,lls organized
according to the social stafus of the groupféoﬁcerned. Nobles
are located in the center”ofvthé villéée9 and the slaves are
at”i;s periphery. In the fieldsgﬂﬁhe,proxihityﬁof the plots
is é1so determined by the’spéfiéi arrangement in the compound.
Traditionally, oné does not have the freedcmubf‘choosing a
field, even within avprescribed‘blot of land. The individual .-

is enclosed within his social and spatial circle.-

" On top of this stratlflcatlon, there 1s a d1str1but1on

between land owned by men and: by~ women9

the man and the Yakharlnte for the woman, the latter speciali-

zing in growing rice and groundnuts.

(86) 1Ibid, p.27.




. Although;iﬁdiViduals are free toidispbse of the crops
produced in their fields either by sale or by barter, the head
of the household can always draw from the individual granaries
to satisfy the neceds of the extended family: he is unable to do

this from communal lands.

Livestock raising is growing in economic importance among

‘the Soninkes, especially among the wealthy. This activity is

beginning to spread throughoutlthe region. If some persons

owned 30-40 cattle before the.droughty those same persons

‘might have 200 or more today. (87) This cannot compare with

the siZe of the Moor and Peulh herds (which can number as

many ‘as l ,000 head of cattle) but for a society whose activi-

ties are fundamentally centered around the 1and th1s interest

in economlc d1ver31f1catlon reflects a profound change 1n'

soc1a1 and economic = values.

The attitude of the Soninkes, who are helped by‘émigrant
relatives working in France and elsewhere to purchase cattle,
is quite different from that of the Peulhs and the Moors,
who make no distinction between the livestock's economic
contribution and its value in terms of social prestige and

sentimentality.

C. Migration Among the Soninkes’

One cannot speak of the Soninkes without speaking of
migrationh For éver a céntury, their life has been étrongly
marked by it, and their emigrants have never broken their ties
with the village and famlly communlty To do 50 is 1nc0n"

ceivable and would. be economlcally destructlve to the group.

(87) Downs and Reyna, §p¢ 4041,




‘Desplte a long tradltlon of Soninke migrant merchants through
out West Afrlca,va tradition. which should have prompted them
‘to’ abandon their social constraints; it ' is precisely this
extreme social and familial control which forbids anyone the
moral poss1b111ty of devin ting-socially;'ﬁﬁleés he'accepts,

‘“becomlng a soc1a1 outcast.

deay however, this migration movement has reached
dangerous proportlons for this society, in whlch disputes,
however mlnor they may be, have begun to'arise, espec1a11y

among. the komo emlgrants, (88) The War on Want report presents

a tab}e on ‘the everyday activities of the fields surveyed. (89)
“Ashdhfshinély,_the 10-15 year-old group is the largest, com-
priéing”éozuof the work force, while there is only one person
in the 20-50 age group! It is certainly no exaggeration to
state that aside from famine, a more distressing situation
cannot exist for a community. The entire responsibility of
superv151ng the flelds and the village is left in the hands of
persons over 50 years old: ... l'effet de production agricole
est 8 la charge d'éhﬁants et-de veillards ... la pénurie
premidre de force dé travail constitue le problé&me majeur pour
le travail agricole et les projets de développement au
Guidimakha." (90) Hence, the traditional dynamism of the
Soninke will inevitably become totally nonexistent. A problem
of agricultural production stagnation arises, mirroring a
disquieting lethargy and rendering that production marginal

in the local economy. ' A strong tendency to bebsupportéd by

the emigrants' earnings grows and conscquently the need to

(88) Countless are the incidents among the Soninke in the
hostels in which they live in France. The problem of
Soninke migration will be delved into more deeply in
the study "Migration and Urbanization” under “Social
Changes."

(89) War on Want, Table III, p.38.

(90) "... agricultural production is left in the charge of
children and old people... this shortage in the labor
force constitutes a major problem for farm labor and the
development of projects in the Guidimakha"™. Ibid, p.39.




consume imported products begins to prevail (91) The sharp

rise in purchasing power whlch has" emerged 1n the paet .decade
since the drought has no connection whatsoever w1th the .,

potential and product1v1ty of the reglon or the group. P

The highly pronounced absence of active menhinhthe region
will noticeably affect the role of the woman within the family

and the community. 1In its evaluation of rural’deveiopment

in the Guidimakha, War on Want has already noted that for the

women, "les operations entreprises dans un cadre oollectif

ont conduit & un réel succés... par... la capacité de Ee
mobiliser et de s'organiser autour de propositioheJteehniques.”
(%92) One-of.the?reasons.for‘their continued participation is
undoubtedly because they now have: access to the’ most fertlle
soils,; the fglg, whlch were prevxously off limits to them.

SO
e Vo

Women, children and old men make up the: agrlcultural
labor force, along w1th the salarled laborers pald by funds

recelved through emlgratlon. »f’“ﬂf

Tradltlnnally, the Gu1d1makha s the crossroads of
commerc1a1 trade between the north and the - south ‘Due to
losses incurred by the drought and the drop in c¢craftswork due
to mlgratlon, trade based on sale or barter has been drastical-
ly reduced ‘Trade is becom1ng unllateral w1th funds from
the emlgrantsgothe 1nvestment of the communlties seems to focus

malnly on 11vestock It is the1r Jbank!

(91) Ehid, p239.

(92) "Operatlons undertaken in a communal sett1ng have been

highly successful... byu.. their capacity to activate
_end organlze themselves around technical recommenda-
tlons. , War on ‘Want, p.10. o
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Thus, the women's energies cannot suffice-to support
“a society which still considers itself to be rigidly struc-
tured. One cannot, therefore, help conclude with this some-

what pessimistic quote on revitalizing the region:

Quelque soit la persistance d'une coherénce fondamentale,
les villages du Guidimakha voyaient d'une mani&re gé&nérale
leur systéme de production agricole &voluer dans le sens
d'un repli d'ensemble, marqué par un resserrement de
1'éventail de ses potentialités... et un retr&cissement
de son champ spatial d'intervention... (93)

V. THE WOLOFS AND THE BAMBARAS

It was 1mposs1b1e for us to find written documbntat1on on
the Wolofs and the Bambaras of Mauritania, two groups found
at both ends of the Senegal River, one to the west and the
other to the east. They form small ethnic communities with
bonds to their original greups, especially the Wolofs. None-
theless, the Bambaras and Wolof are groups that maintain a
strong social and cultural identity, living among the more
predomlnant ethnlc groups and having established elther trade
relations or:matrlmonlal ties with them. Anthropolog1cal
sqcidlogical‘and ethnic literature of Mauritania whlspers not
a2 word about;them.b Therefore, it is only with extreme he31ta~
tion that weAshall introduce the most general and tradltlonal
traits of the Wolofs as described in another country9 Senegal
.We have already observed earlier that nearly the same situation

exists for the Peulhs and the Soninkes; "and the pare»exlstlng

(93) "“However persistent their ‘basic coherences the villages
© of the Guidimakha, generally speaking, saw their
system of agrlcultural production evolve toward an
overall recession, marked by a narrowing of the range
of its potential... and a shrinking of its spatial
field of activity." 1Ibid, p.89.




references to thése latter two Mauritanian ethnic groups

reveal ‘a ‘situation ‘different from that of the larger ethnic

‘groups from which theéy orlglnate. (94) ‘Here, therefore,

is an-interesting topic for researchers. However, £ is

. worth insisting that serious-éociological'reSearch specifical~
1y focused on these groups should be undertaken within the
framework of the OMVS projects and projects concerning

" Mauritania if it is intended to integrate them in the deve10p~

ment planned for their regions.

THE WOLOFS (95)

AL Brief Background and Economic Activities

As is the case everywhere in the Sahel, the traditional
political and social system of the Wolof is not only complex

but very formalistic. Throughout Islamization, colonization

.. and the independence movement, their organization has been
. severely shaken. Yet, certain customs still hold, especially

..-in regards to social relations.

Originally, the Wolofs occupied a region north of

Senegal. But during the XIVth and XVth centuries, the Peulhs

- pushed them back from their original location, the Fouta Toro,

towards a region farther west, and the Moors drove them south—
ward into the region that they now occupy in Senegal, where

they established trading relations with Kayor, Bacl and Jolof.

(94) We will not touch upon the Bambara, that small group
of some 1,100 persons in southeastern Mauritania,
since it appears that the Mauritanian groups, ex-
slaves of the Soninkes are, according to Downs and
Reyna, fundamentally different from the Bambara of
Mali (see Paques) where the caste systems, age groups,
and centralization of powers typical of the Sahel pre-
dominate. In Mauritania, we are told that the Bambaras
are fiercely egalitarian. This contrasts strongly with
all the other ethnic groups in the country.

(95) Gamble, p.l5.




This constant movement of the WOiofs is reflected in
their oral traditions, in which countless tales relate their
migrations and coﬁﬁueéts. This also expiains why the Wolofs
are considered to beia mixture)of Peu}h, Toucouleur, Serer;
Mandingo and Bambara... and why, according to Gamble, there is
a hesitation to support the claim thatjthe Wolofs constitute an
ethnic group. (96) Still, they have mefgedlinto a culturally
assimilated people and dynamic merehants, cultivators and owners

of livestock, which they leave in the care of the Peulhs.

In the rural community, the Wolof's prlmary act1v1ty is
agriculture. Moreover,fln the northern region of the Semegal
River, the Wolofs of Maurltanla are identified with the "Walo
region, that part whlchlls flooded by the river and which they
'eultiVate; they are called the Walo=-Walo.

'Contrary'tqbthe other ethnic groups, there is greater co-
opfgtion between the sexes although traditionally there existed
a division of labor on the land between men and women: the men
grew millet and the women grew rice, as with the Soninkes. To-
day, as elsewhere throughout Mauritania and Senegal, 'the salaried
work force plays a larger part in agricultural labor, espec1a11y
in the cu1t1vat1on of groundnuts, the. great wealth of the Wolofs.
It must be p01nted out(that this great ‘wealth prevails in Senegal
and is only a secondary, though important crop for the Wolofs

in Mauritania. (97)

(96) Gamble, p.15.

(97) The religious movement of the Mour1des in Senegal,
initially begun in the XIXth century by Amadou Bamba,
a Mauritanian Toucouleur, formed socio-economic cortmuni-
ties which had an undeniable. impact on Senegalese dgri-
culture. However, these highly structured and dlsc1p11ned
communities had no impact on Maur1tan1a.v'?ﬁ




The system of land tenure varies enormously from one

community to the next among the Wolofs, in relation. teo: the
population's level of stability and the demographic pressure

on the 1land. In most of their communities, whoever clears the
land has the right to cultivate it, and this right is respected
until the land is deserted. 1In 2 community, the free born

and the chief of the village have first choice of the land.
The.chief has full authority to settle any disputes over land
distribution. Next are the other members of the community and
finally the strangers who divide the remaining fields among them-
selves. 1In contrast, in highly populated communities, the free
born control all arable land surrounding the village, while
those of slave origin are obliged to go deeper into the hush-

to clear their fields.

What is the role of the Wolof today as middlcman in the
monetized trading between Mauritania and Senegal? Have the
Wolofs taken up the thread of this new tyve or is it still in
the hands of the more urbanized Wolofs of Senegal? We cannot
say - or at least,; .literature does not permit us to answer

our numerous questions.

B, Brief Description: Political and Social_Organiéation

At one time, there existed a noble class among the Wolofs,
the gelowar, who dominated the Wolof communities and whose
leaders, the bur, were elected, like the Toucouleurs, from
among ‘the elders, who had to belong to ‘a specific lineage -
which changed according to the region. Each caste had an
elpcted representatlve who served as 1ntermed1ary between his
caste and the leader .and who could thereby be more powerful
than the village chief, the damal, who did not belong to this

noble class. Hence, the power was controlled and strongly




centralized under the command of the Egi. The women ih each
chieftancy also had a representat{ve, ﬁsually the mother of
the bur, who enjoyed certain pr1v11eges (for example° the
villagers answerable to the chleftancy cared for her fields)
and had the authority to settle problems coneerqlng wvomen,

adultery, divorce, quarrels, etc.

The social organization of the Wolofs is cheracferized by
five basic elements: (i) patriarchy and matrlarchy cxist and
vary according to the community: (98) (11) apert from a few
exceptions, endogomy dominates in all soc1a1 classes° o
(iii) men enjoy great mobility and are free to chose thelriﬂ'
place of residence: (iv) age groups, unlike the Sonlnkes.
Bambaras and Toucouleurs, are not of the 1east 1mportance
and:; (v) the social stratification, so strict 1n the rural

area, does not seem to exist in the urban towns.

Certainly social stratification émonghéhe:Wolefs has _
undergone greater changes and more adaptat1ons ‘than among the
other ethnic groups in Senegal and Maurltanla, but thnre are
still three distinct groups typical to the region: the gor
(the free born) the Nenyo (the professional casteé)*aﬁd'the

jam (slaves and freed slaves).

This short report, which has provided a superf1c1=1
analysis of the Wolofs and is silent about the Bambaras,,reveals
the extremely deplorable lack of interest in these ethnlc groups,

resulting in a total absence of documentation on the subJect.

(98) However, Gamble, p.44, does not explain the reason for
this differentiation nor the criteria governlng these
k1nsh1p ties. :
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V. CONCLUSION

A quick perusal of this report can only accentuate the
enormous gaps in information on the various Black African
ethnic groups of Mauritania, both from the historical as
well as soc1olog1cal V1ewp01nts.v However, this analvéis
presents the essence of av~1lab1e documentatlon and agaln ex-
poses the lack of 1nformatlon.‘ As we have attempted to ex~
Dlaln throughout these pages; we have not claimed to have gone
to the heart of the subject matter or presented a detailed

analysis of the data.

We have p01nted out the wide gaps in the role of women,
whether in trad1t10na1 11fe or in the rap1d perturbing process

of’ soc1o economlc change. Rare are the references made to

inter- ethnxc relatlons although they are very ancient in this

fcountry,”to the r1ch and enlmated history or to the highly

mobile populat1nns. The soc1a1 organlzatlon of the ethnic
groups, except for the most 1mportant the Moors and the .
Toucouleuts, has scarcely been touched. upon in detail. The
attempts made by profes31ona1 proups9 members of castes in

all the social systems for 1ntegrat10n 1nxmtumal and local
economies have not been analyzed. The roles of socialization
and traditionel and modern education are almost never
considered. The countiess'qdestipns»which we have been justly
askingiourselvee cannot be answered, in light of the present
state of Maurltanlan soc1olog1ca1 research. Hence, we can
only insist on the importance of pursuing original soc1ologlca1

analyses based on ;oi;d f1e1d,exper1ence.

Traditional wars, colonialism, independence, droughts,
migration and the rural exodus followed by sedentarization of
the masses have all mixed the ethnic groups together and left
each with a characteristic different from their brothers on the

other side of the Senegal River. In fact, whether Toucouleur,




Peulh,Soninke, Wolof or Bambara, each of these groups has
diverse origins, and the Senegal River has becoﬁé~théfcbmmon
bond between thém on both banks of  the river._,Nonetheleqs,

one socio=- economlc pecullarlty distinguibes them from the
original ethnic groups ~ the contact between the rlver dwelllng
Moors and Blacké through wars or through their mutual support
against a commén enemy. For better or for worse, thcv haveZL
found themselves "3 la fois associés dans 1la soumlss on ou la
re81stance au méme joug, et rivaux dans 13 méme course aux‘

mémes avantages offerts par la colonisation puis la décoloniali-
sation.”" (99)

' The difficulty of making generalizations about these popula-
tions is due to the great differences which exist not only be-
tween them but even within the same cthnic grouﬁ living in the
various regions. Nevertheless, there are some 51mllar1L1es in
their social strﬁctures and their economic and vocat10na1 activi~-
ties. All of the ethnic groups, aside from,phgﬁﬁambaras of
Mauritania perhaps, about whom too little is knoﬁn, have a
highly hierarchical social structure deeply rooted in their
socio-economic and political habits. The soc1a1 stratification
of nobles, free born,cagtes and slaves is a 191529£££ which
runs through these ethnic groups. To varying degrees, all
are experiencing social changes which provoke internal changes
in domestic and group relationships. Today, all have two

dominant activities which have been either upset or revaluated

(99) ... to be both partners when . under or rebelllng
against the same yoke and simultaneously rivals in the
race for the rewards offered by colonization and then by
decolonlallzatlon. De Chassey, 1978, p.101.
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by the drought of the 70°'s: agriculture and livestock raising.
However, trade is growing in importance, facilitated by a con-

sumer .economy.

Like the Arab Bedouins and the Eskimos of Alaska, peasants
of 211 these ethnic groups use various terms to express nuances

in-their "raw material"™: the camel for the Arab, snow for

~the Eskimo, and soil for river dwellers. The variety of terms

for arable or uncultivatable soil provides insight into the
sociological and economic importance of each of these types.
to the group. Hence, the Toucouleurs have nine terms to

describe their fertile soils, the walo, and five for their arid

soils, the dieri. (100) We have seen that the Soninkes determine

a person's social position and kinship in relation to his pre-

scribed occupation in a certain type of field.

In all of the ethnic groups mentioned, the habitat and:

therefore kinship is the basic unit, whether or not it represents

the extended or immediate family...

Drought, migration and a market economy have deeply
infleunced the way of life of the ethnic groups of northern
and southern Mauritania, and the outcome of these events has not
yet really been grasped. It is thus indispensable that, even
bafore establishing a constructive development approach which
would touch the most intimate part of the populations - their
traditional, economic, social, political and eating attitudes -
an effort should be made to harmness this process which leads
from tradition to change, the latter capable of being negative

and positive at the same time.

(1060) See 0. Ba, pp. 9-10.




Thus, in our upcoming studies on Social Changes in

‘Mauritania, we shall introduce three aspects which in our

opinion are the determining factors in the near and long-
""term future of all ethnic groups: (i) the Future of
Pastdrélism, (ii) the Social Orgmnization of Agricultural

Production and (iii) Migration and Urbanization in Mauritania.

& study on Lahd:Tenure will be incorporated into the second

.‘étudy.
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