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PART ONE

R I < TR P

“T9TORICAL SURVEY

GENERAL T NCRODUCTION

. .'. e g e iii’f.’;.‘(? .‘ ; , . 4‘}_54:::,;__-.} ‘- frre C . " o . Cy o .
We might well begin this study with 'a truism: first, the present socio-
economic situation of Mauritania in general and of Moorish society in

particular is the result of -a Historical process in which forces favoring

“ggability and contiﬁﬁityfhave, whether -through lack .of knowledge or of

_power, not 41Wwdys béeti*able’ to :dominate those forces tendlng ‘toward.
d1s1ntegratlon_and crisis. Secondlygathe changes*affect1og the world. .
of the Moors have not been even_ agd homogenequs in their impact upon the
whole sgciety, To evaluate:the relatlve 1mportance of each of these

two sets, of factors (factors of contlnulty and factors of change), to
clarify the ten51ons, d1slocatlons, blockages and 1mbalances resultlpg.q
from their evolutlon, and to measure thelr 1mpact on Maur1tanla s’:v |

Sl : SRS RAGOY L

current development problems, we shall proceed accord1ng to the following

scheme:

In the flrst part we shall present a short hlstor1ca1 overv1ew;'

oy
i LR b
i Cordan

de51gned to help recapltulate, in broad out11ne, the establlshment of
Ctes ,\-{(.)(( 'x,n i ol J i ) .‘5:',' ‘ . o

Moorish society. In the second part, we shall analyze the structures

of this society, past and present, from twin aspects: ‘the a9pectAof

material resources and that of social organization.



S

In essence, then, this stﬁdywhiil be a bibliographic introduction

1.)1'»;

in which an effort will be made to h1gh11ght those factors which' could™™

be at the root of Mauritania's cutrent underdevelopment. . .. ‘. .. erla e
| HISTORICAL SURVEY S R T IR RS

‘The - structural history of MauFitania's Moorish population may be

TR

schematized. into.'three: periods:’

“From prehlstorlc tlmes to the 13th Century

L S

Berber populatlons settle in the Western Sahara. To all 1ntents e

ooy i
Toeb b . (w

and purposes they ‘become def1n1te1y Islamlzed after the Almorav1d o ; s

RN

conquesﬁs at “the end of the 11th century.

s e
S TSN NN N

- From the l3th to the 18th Century: L TS
As a result of a 1ong drawn-out series of confrontatlons,
succeedlng waves of Arab trlbesﬁ the latter are driven steadily

sogthward.

- From the 18th Century: European traders exett.inereasing,;

influence on Moorish affairs. o
- A SR
This increasing European influence culminates in ‘the occupation

of the country by French troops. in 1902. . In 1960, Mauritania Tike

other ex-colonies of,French'West Africa (AOF), attains independence.

1

H
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I. The Prehlstorlc Perlod - Anthuity - -Thé ?efiod“ef'f;ieﬁization

f‘\f, r J\.

v S . . e
! S I RSP A PR

hb know. now. that the Sahara was not always the lmmense, arld waste

that, presents such a formidable ehellenge to travelet§ today. There 1s

ample evidence that the area was ihhabiteg, partieularly_dqting#the

R

heollthlc perlod L1tt1e is known of the first inhabitants of the Sahara

N I CAR R

area, but the general 0p1n10n 1s that they may have been cattle herders

PR .
bR Y (R 2 r .ﬁ'. e

and sedentary huntlng populat1ons of black stock “hls has a bearlng

: SIS ST T [EFD A EANERIR T ; ; . . . B “-"i:né'w». e K

on our tOplC. as we shall see hereafter, several authors have not

Sy

d RIS BRI L S A h )
hesltated to establlsh a dlrect connectlng 11nk between, on the one hand

thése proto-Saharan populations and thelr putatlve progeny9 (known to

.’oral tradltlon ‘as the "Bafour s cf Lucas 1931), ‘and the present popula~

S

et iR LI . R AT N R S O g al gt . . L
t1on of "Haratin", on the other hand. Whatever the validity of these'’
 arguments, it is a fact that "Lybico-Berber” warrior’groups ("Garmantes”,
"Gaetules"), using light charjots and horses, invaded Cyreraica in the

second half of the 2nd millénniam B.C. Theirvvaﬁéﬁétdwteaehed?theT’

Western Sahara between the 1st and the 4th Centuries (Vernet 1979,

La Chapelle 1930). With them they brought, from thé onset of 'the '

‘Christian ‘era, that animal imvaluable :in.‘Saharan life, the.dromedary.

Invall“ Iikelihood, with the influx of ‘these conquerors the:blaek ... .

"péﬁﬁlations‘were‘eithexrdrivenuéouthward»or~reduced.to vassal-status, -

"5 'the ethnic pictite presented by Mauritania i the potehisteric
period is clear: camel-riding Berber nomads féPced theé aborigihts’ south-
ward; these left survivors only in a few scattered oases, sometimes down
to medieval times. (Some of the Haratin of the present day are descendants

of these survivors)'". R. VERNET (1979, p. 41).



w3 agtually captured farvoffvTonbuctoo.

We nﬁst add’ thdt the effects ofAthevdesertificationworocess;ha'
process?heéun far back “in time (between 11,006 and‘GAObd ﬁ;go;dthe
perlod back ‘to which the. present climate dates, f.'ROGNONQ-1976);'x* o .
mnst have played a decisive - part in this slow, 1nexorab1e southward

movement, whlch"contrnueS'to this day,

N 3 e ) : Y
For the entlre perlod stretchlng from: the Berber 1nvas1ons to the

b e

beglnnlngs of the Almorav1d movenent, -the; hlstorlcal record on the West—
ern Sahara remalns fragmentary; it s ‘heavily. dependent on second hand

.even thlrd hand reports malnly preserved to Arab chronlclers and geogra-

phers (Mauny 1961 Cuoq 1975).

. Nevertheless, as“far hackjas thé‘8th”century, moet'of these records
1nd1cate that the trans-saharan caravan trade: ‘whereby products from the
Afrlcan Sudan (gold ebony; asbestos and” 1VOry) and from. .the Sahel reglon
(gum, cowrles, ambergrls, oryx skln shlelds and slaves) were exchanged for
North African and Medlterranean produtts‘(Copper;.glasswareg:drugs, rron
utensits, wooienhgarmente; sdlh éoods and paper) was important.  In)the
10th qentury‘salt‘nas alkeychmmodity in this trans—Saharan trade.

<. “The interest generated by this trade helghtened by legends of .the
~-f£abulous, golden wealth of the Sudan reg1on9 ‘was so lively as to move

. the Moroccan monarchy to try several times*té”grasp»controd pf,lt through

- ghe.gsevof m111tary expedltlons.'afn 1951;'oné-of these.expeditions

P

7
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Tribes: of nomadic® Berberbu{Messoufa; Lamta, Gazoula; Lamtouna,: .-

ad)

- Gdala) through those tefrritories’the caravan trails crossing the:Western;

Sahara ran; often to their cost, do.not seem to:have been organizeds. .-

under: any' central awthority..: = oo o oradn sl LD e e

e

si . UL Y B R N v - R Y LY T PR S A R
Their lifestyle and their social organization, as far as we can -
surmise from the sparse gleanings the chroniclers have 16ft us, generally

forébﬁgﬁéﬁiﬁﬁngéys:of fﬁé:&BHQEQE'Eribés td&éy;‘ '
T B Ry

- No doubt they quickly came under, the influence of neighboring
powers, on their northernand southern borders, particularly S;i.-i'..ﬂﬂa.sssa»t.?-
the norqhwandithe Eiqupm;of‘chqn%iﬁﬁth ?xf l3.t§»antpﬁiFSRf;° th9~_eﬁ,
south, where proto-Soninke populations seem to have been powerful. The
"Azer’ tongue, a Soninke dialect intermixed with Berber (Charles Monteil
1939), .in use among the black Ksour populations of»Quadaneﬁégdiggﬁgigthb
(Maspa). a few .dozen years agq, seems to be a survival from that remote ,
period vhem the Soninke. (Sarakplle) ruled these aress (Mohaned El Chemnafi
1970) . Islam, introduced into the area igAthgﬂltgﬁandiggg‘Céggurig§hu’h

continued. to make :inroads.inthe wake of the caravan trade,.

In the 10thCentury, the Sanhaja Beérbers controlled.the important .
commercial centef at Audaghost; that town is now identified with:near: :
certainly as having been sited at the present Tegdaoust; near:Tamchakett
(S. .and ,D. Robert, Jean Devisge.1970). .It was among Fgggeigs%gg%%ed
Berber tribes that the Almoravid movement arose in the 11th Century. In

a few years, it was destined to conquer the whole of the Western Sahara



kY

and a sizeable part of the Iberlan penlnsula The"GhanaaEmbire was

3o

creduced to vassal status. But 1n 1087 Abu Bakar Ben Amer, leader of

> the” A1morav1ds in the South d1ed from then on the- movement rapidly

lost stdam. Whlle the other great SanhaJa leader, Yussef Ben Tachfln,

continued his conquering sweep across North Africa, Abu Bakar's cohorts

LY |

_lost.their cohesion and, as a matter of logical course, their authority

_over the regions they had Canuered or vassalized. The Ghana Empire,

”(De31re Vu111em1n et al.'1964 . Charles. Vanacker 1979 3. and D Robert,

though much reduced in strengthldregeined its autonomy. From the
12th Century on, the populatlons of the areas now know as Tagant and

Hodh fell very def1n1te1y under the . 1nf1uences«of the great polltlcal

{ systems of Sahe11an Afrlca .Ghana (untll the 13th Century) Mall

(from the 13th to the 16th Century),; Songhai “(15th and 16th Centurles)

N Dev1sse 1970) Old caravan centers . like Tichitt’ (founded in the

1Zth Century 7) and Oualata (12th Century ?) seem at one tlme to have

been drawn 1nto the spheres of 1nfluence of these states (D Jacques-

“%“Meunle 1957 1961) In the case of Oualata“the relatlonshlp was

closer. Ouadane9 founded by the Idawalhaj (13th - 14th Century 7),
and Chinguett1, founded by the Idawa11 (12th Century ?) made -up,
together with Tlchltt and Oualata the prototyplcal generation of"’

Mauritanian market towns (Alam1n 1911 1958),_

]

These centers rose to promlnence at a time when the remnants of

the Maurltanlan Almorav1d movement were beginning to suffer serlously

2
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‘Frbin ‘theencrogehments, of, a new and dangerous force in their traditional

LIRS SRR .
= F i A ST B )
: FIURLEN S M AN R e
* LR S S M
5 E

pasture-landss, the—Magll Arabs.

RV ST

II. THE INSTALLATION OF .MODERN., MQORISH SOCIETY (lBTH-—lSTH CENTURY)

Pyveg

&e need teﬂbe wary of thé hhlf-baked" schematlzations so dear, gop o

DI SR u_)

French hlstorlans of our reg1ons (Gaut1er, La Chapelle, Martyg Amllhegl.
Their reductionist schemata tend to explain mdSt of~the;q;eafs hi?FQHXa
from the arrival of thd ‘Arabs. .in terms. Qf the worklnc out of rivalries

PN

pitting Arab ‘against Berbér-right from the start. This 1nerad1cab1e
U TS vy

antagonlsm is‘in‘i#ts turn suppesedly. super;mposed on an even more
Siilsos £ (AYA] g

anc1ent ethnic” conf11ct ‘the. comfllct between the Zenete and the

..... T i b e
Sanhdja B¥anches of ithe Berber world.. ... . |
. L A .-t R T s l- , £y : LA f,.‘; ',‘ ‘, 3

S R T T APPSR
The reality is less neat, moré’complex-:than‘these gchemata, =
PR N S LT

suggest. ”The'Megii'didanet”teeéh*ﬁhat"ié”nﬁw,Norther;ueq;iteningtaﬁ

the same time; and among them, only the descendants, of  Hagsan, apcestor

.-4.!

of Mﬁur1tdﬁi§*%¥h&55ans,€arenofmnelevange.tgnpg,

| In the lSth Century, the Oulad Rizg and the<0ua1ad Naqer settled

ERSETS SRS

ad

e a

in T1r1s and Aftout, while the ‘Oudldd Daoud settled~in. Adrar and Hodh

The i6th’Century saw the arrival-of the Oualad M'Bareck.. . ..
PN :
The Brakna and the Trarza only séttled in the-area. in. the l7th

Jr)ya iy ‘,.,:, P

d

Century. This staggered order ofi‘ariival is part: of the reason for
L abian
the confllcts whlch punctuated thls”entlre period -and . somet1mes pltted

- 1(
AN r(

rlval Arab elements agalnst each otlier (dscin the; Battle of Jn Tltam,

in 1631, involving the Mghafra and the Oulad Rizg). More frequengly,
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the parties involved were ustable, motley coalitiqns ip whose cpm?osition
ethnicéloyalties_were,novlonger.a factor (as exemplified_in.the part
played by thevKounta,zthenAhel_Sidi‘Mahmoﬁd, theYOulad_Ngcér and the
Brakna:l/ in the internecine wars the Idowich waged émong ;bemselv€s‘

‘and in.their. confrontations with the Ou1§d~M'Baxeck,‘with . the Adrar

Emirate, etc. Amilhat 1937).

Oné'of:the:most significant of these confliéts.was certainly the
"Charr Bebbe" War. In this war, lasting nearly thirty. years (i644 ';»
to 1674),‘a coalitign:of1Berber.forces fought a Hassani bloc gfawn
principally from the Trarza,and the Brakna. The defeat of the Berber
forces signalled the definitive ascendancy. of the Hassani group, if
not over the whblé of Moorish. society, at least over igs cen;t:ra_lza“.nd1 B
wegpe;n sectigns:;.Aqtar,.rrarza,.B;aknq (Marty 1919, 192}; El Yédali

and I. Hamet 1911).

The end of the "Charr Bebbe"dﬂgrwsaqhtbg establishment of the

first Moorish emirates. Brakna and Trarza were established at the end

of the 17th Century, while the Adrar Emirate developed gradually in the
first:half.of the 18th Century. .Under the energg;ié 1eade:ghip,of:
Mohamed Chein (1733-1788) and his son Mohamed (1788-1322), who laid
the:foundation.for the Tagant_Emirate;,theEIdowich 1ibera§ed themte}ﬁes
from Oulad M'Bareck dominance. The Tagant Emirate grew to considerable
influence.in the interminable feign of Békar Ould Soueid Ahmed (1836~

1905).

1/ Tribes, not regions.
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In South-East Maurltanla, the Hodh a V1rtua1 museum of tribal
hlstory where "all the rehnants of eragwhile powerful trrbes meet,’
entered the 19th Century as subJects of thelr old vassals the" Mechdouf
after undergoing a 1ong perlod of domlnatlon by the Oulad M Bareck

Toward the end of’the l9th Century their polltlcal 1mpor ance in the

!

regron was comparable to that of the four’emlrates mentloned abbve.',

AT \ S T " AN
b . - 0 v -« o

= References to the exlstence af these 'great powers Cin Moorieh
. v‘.; . 3 ‘,‘4'
soc1ety should not create LlluSlons of‘eny tremendOW" grandeur. In the

x i ‘,, X

sectloh of thls study deal;ng Wlth soc1a1 structure, ‘we shall show Just

A IRl S

how ezrcumscrlbed\and precarlous the power of these emlrates actually

S gl M

wast -ﬁnd we shou&d ﬁake 1t clear rlght,from the start that th1s power \'

(98

SOSS . ru’- Lt

of the emdrates was so fraplle that 1t never contrplled thc whole ;
ﬁ ,_‘\n B at

et

Moorish. world. Spen 'ally, it scarcely tOuched the éastern and SOuth-

.r\'

AN

s
ern reaches' of th@t world, whqre Iarge trrbal confederations moved..

(Some oﬁxthese werg admlttedly oﬁly recently formed or ‘had only lately

risen to power. e. g yAhel Sidi Mahmoud, Reguelhat) ' Many tribes of

:X\

A
Lot
5 1% & S

marabouts were 1ndependent of the Emirates. :*ﬂyﬁ ’ A

A
LT

= < o - ‘
- & A

Lastly, the au;hority of the*ﬂmlrater was’ obllged to come to terms

e «g% A.f'& L WX e

with a number of rellglous heads\who sometlmes w1e1ded considerable ,»f

..\‘.“1 ,) X . br\I ee ‘ "x L

power. These chlefs were all the)moré dangerqus es rlvals beéeuse they

,, ('\ n s

K

were occasionally temptedftb enter\qhe

,«rt

their constituency 1nc1uded the spiritual world. e gu)Chelkh Sidl ‘El

\ 3 (

Mokhtar El Kounti and his son Cheikh SldLa,El‘Keblr (Snahart 1973)
o8 o

Vi S

Alalithg PR s

A -
111tary arehaq and also because ,

/ S

Ao
e U

S
A
R
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LU

This, then, is a society made up of a mosaic of different.groups,

each 1ntensely Jealous of its identiry and 1ts 1ndependence, at all

N TS I

‘F_n

times .proud of the1r roots,{'a"sbc1ety"1niwhrdhithew razzia, a form of

T Lty

predatory ra1d w1th all 1ts llmltatlons and. its rulesg, -was 1ong regarded

..... g ,":

as the qulntessentlally noble pursu1t° i avsociety -in whlch the most

BEULER
_.., , . E RS

, :

solemnly consecrated alllances (matr1mon1a1 exthanges played 8 conslde—
rable part 1n the dlplomacy of the" Briitates) might at: any t1me be'm L

fractured by a senseless quarrel‘between two. shepherds -2t.a waterlng

trough° a soc1ety, in short; so riven, w1th blood feuds and vendettas

-“that everyone in it-hasg:at: least one. heredltary enemy. In th1s soc1ety,

”among'the Moorsﬁ'7-1 e UREEE L ] g

L 4

III. TRADE, COLONIZATION and DECOLONIZATION

l o] A'-_.v

EXEMEH

Mult was CAiFEL Gult for a: rullny power to emerge strong enough and suffl—

e l Qo
clently Just 1n its” operatlon, to. ach;eve a real natlonal consensus

T vips

In fact, 1t was malnly in Southern MaurltanLa (Trarza, Brakna,

I S

and to a lesser extent, Tagant) that ‘the power of the Emlrs was able

BT IEE

1n _some measure to flourlsh ‘and’ expand. The ‘Teasons far thls, as

Ly

we shall see, are closely 1inkéd with the.activities of, European o

. 'j i 7"{V;‘"

vtraders along the Atlantlc seaboard and later along the R1ver Senegal

~ % .
LT i R S
Lt

Canie L o o |
European attempts to find a foothold'in“ﬂaurftania-go back as

e HED !r,~_;

v N
1 R I R TR SR .‘

DUNIEE <) of as the lSth Century. These attempts contlnued ‘with: changing -

R BRGNS D Ay

t ausn fortunes and at the behest of varrous powers, Y dhtiliFrance: occugled

Sy
ERW AN . ‘J

1

- most, of the Moorlsh homeland (1902—1934) DI T s g sy,
Sl S Y Jv-r_i_f_.;‘ I N
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cierIn 1443 the' ?ortuguese landed at Arguln.},Inﬁ}éé&;:;he?”ééfﬁﬁifghed

r.:“‘;{"’.,. hadt

what pwas1thén called ’a factory post at Ouadane.d Inraliuprobabilftﬁf‘

e e iy AT
there were ampte supplles of gold, 1vory, slaves,apquoetri- ”¥é&theﬂ§’

;,.,r_..

to kegpsthe: tidde between Saharan caravans and Portugugse mérchants*

going. ;»But “the . faétory post at Ouadane d1d not last long (Mond }978)

g o 5d
For a-corsiderable ‘time contacts along the coast-llne*betweeﬁ Afriddns
s o

and Europeanlmerchants and sallors took the form of a "Szdeﬁt Tradé'
s Yo EE AR ey B
) ‘{;44 N

e itnhe 17¢h and 18th Centuries conflicts intensified between

n; ok iV

European powers (Holland, Brandenburg, France, Egglapd) for:'the’ cotitrol

o ] ¢
of the~9eaboard stretchlng from Arguln to Salnt Louxs in Senegal"*i” A

e

thls -was. the 1nd1spensab1e outlet for the export of .a.product abundant

',i,,ﬂ

ﬂt 3"" '

i

in the_.area - gum arablc. The result of these confllcts, dubbed’

the "Gum Wars' (Delcourt 1952), was that the French -zemained B’ un-"
pipris (T

challenged'control fof the coast. From th1s tlme on an 1noreas1nglﬁ

important portion of ‘the trans-Saharan trade was, dlverted toward “the
- . ‘(",."_'*.: .

. i gt oo el oo ‘ e e e 1 ! 3

sea routes. R o ST PP IR
T L e T A ) '

. ot e VBT

. e W b SR

caravan centers, and 1ts fateful 1mpact on populations whose resonroes

¥
LT A A At S i

and lifestyle were closely bound up with the caravan trade, can easxly

be imagined. The historian Boubacar BARRY (1972) for one, has- advanced
oy W , ,\‘,“_5 ¥

the bold view that'the "Charr Bebbe War ‘was_one of the expressions of

the conflict which’ pxtted trans-Saharan commerc1a1 1nterests Gxn the

g R
R

rnain repnesented by* “thE Berbers) aga1nst interests tied to the trans—’

Atlantic trade (linked to the Hassani coalition).




ot iahe trad1ng ports" were supplled with as much gum’ as p0351b1e the
4

-15-

However, that may be, the fact is that from that time on foreign

1ntervent10n 111Moorlsh soc1ety would conginue to grow. " To ensure that

.ia. -
) o ‘)

..’*r

Fenéh companles establlshed at Salnt Louis made dnnual ("customary")

[

paymentalto selected notables., The payments,. made in k1nd comprlsed

£

an’ extremely mlscellaneous assortment of goods, - the mo'st sought-after

-“being the well—known "Gulnea fabrlc of the "Chandora" and "N11e".

o N (,.‘ R ‘ ‘ l T,.."f.‘*

Varletles, whlch has become the trad1t10na1 dress of the entlre Moorish

socmeth o R A

TRy

The customary payments", used as.a manlpulatory expedlent flrst

i

L'By ‘the merchants of Salnt Louls and later.by the colonial admlnlstratlon,

H
N ‘A

deve10ped 1nto a key 1nstrument for cantrolling both* the’ Moorlsh soc1a1

hierarchy and the consumptlon patterns of ..the whole Moorxsh soc1ety. )

contrlbutlng role in the shaplng of these consumptlon patterns.‘ Because
they" éndow’ thelr rec1p1ents w1th cons1derab1e material power 1n a

soc1etv essentlally dependent on agricultural and foraging resources,

these payments have been largely responsible for the:tendency of: the

L. EETE GF
ta

ce?@ﬂ‘{perldds<‘ R LI o

bt
o }

The payments very clearly and decisively sharpéned appetltes and

R
AR B

aggravated competltlon between asplrants to this §ame ‘source of power.
3 PEECISAN
ml

To réach™
et ”,‘ f (RN S A

1t, brother slaughtered brother, .and -uncles’ ‘and" neﬁhews d1d not

o s P - . . N Y ":
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X4 MBS . 3 e ! PR RN .

-



.’ "1 N b,‘ fl‘ e

wivey e d

16~

-1

hesitetebto‘murder each other, etc. (as was ev1dent in, the‘seréeg’of

; Dloody assassinations that rocked the Trarza Emirate between 1860.. .

U

and 1904)._ Nevertheless, the,payments.couldzcreaﬁe in.thézmindsﬂpi—

certaln Emirs (Mohamed El Hablb of Trarza, 1827—1860) the 1dea—peuhaps

dedeley s i oRELS A
111uslon would be a better word - that they possessed autonomous power.
. P IR LR Sl B f__ Lk .‘;“:' [::,‘ i‘ g ?f-:..'..' X L.

Start;ng from the mld-lath Centuryﬁ the ernch mqved to. put. an

. end to such fraglle amblgu;tles., 031ng evg;gthlng from, punltlverexpe—

dltlons to, full-scale campalgns (Fagdherbe s, campaign of, J854-1856),
from sermlshes ta. ra1ds, they ended up. undertak;pg -an, und1sgu1sed p
colonlzatlon campaign at the beginning of the 20th Century, .after .the

Berlln Conference had ratlfled the partltlon of Afrlca.

v A e e ¥ g e
( ARG B NS '.w.'l . !"‘ SR . U R O N " FREE RS AR O N LRSI

Thls colonlzatlon campalgn did nof really end unt11 1934

(Gllller 1926 Gouraud. 1945, Vulllemln 1962)

In a country supposedly:beraft ofvnatursl'resources;’colbnial
power, motlvated as 1t was prlnclpally by strateglc andﬁsecurlty consi-

(SR

de??t%9P§a‘W§§ bound to;beﬁsomewhet superf}hggl. The government was
bu}ltwtoéserve ad hoc_purposesﬁﬁ But, the 1mposltlon of taxes, the
construction of new communications networks,g pe more or less. sponta-

neous stlmulatlon of new consumptlon needs and tastes, all helped ‘the

ETEO RIS i3

market economy not only to spread faster but also to tlghten 1ts hold

Y e id e g n-“r

on the soc1ety. (The colon1a1 school system, even lf 1t only affected

- T
it ‘g'i:-’_‘:)‘,‘ﬁ v Lo \'_ S AR T L CLETERTT S L LT

- - - . .- o . b . -
med s e onpndmalieat Fooc sebuas gasCan Dol oo moon oane
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a tiny fraction of the population, played a part in this, as did the
murban entourage that grew around the administrative post -- the people :

Hamld El Msurltanxy, 1974 has termed the/Mcolonial boyocracy")

RASN .
d

;. Power then became centrallzed in the hands of ‘the eolonlel

admlnlstratlon. And the admlnlstratlon did riét ‘Hesitate -to use jt

ViAg TEYET 3 i

- Whem, Jiecessary to_crush any potentlally 1ndependent authority- genters,
SEA RN

X -

to coopt those who acquiesced in emasculatlng comprom1ses and. o boost

new elements commltted to its ‘colohial interests. The .consequences of
RS 7

thls centrallzed domlnatlon for the évélution of : Moorlshs;oc1ety were
IR LA TS N o ISR Sy

Profound R REERAE SALIENE I Y Hr S

“RlLne s g R : REET S

sl e g ,Wlth the trlumph of colonlzetlon, the process Btarted ‘by: European

s

merchants 1n the l7th Century, a process destxned to* lead ‘Moorish society

from partlal dependence to total subm1sslon th Frénch? economle .and po-

«
5 i

11t1cal d1ctates, reached 1ts conclusions. CEEN

We shall leave the tellneat1on of 1ts eéffects ‘for later.. For

(SR |

e the moment, we shall 81mp1y polnt ‘out - thatr :from.the perspective of

IRTOEN

. a nomadlc world v1ew, colonlallsm manifested: itself 1n Jthe form of a
TRW trrgy e e i

T phenomenon that was ‘not ‘only’ alieh; but also:oppresively bothersome.

the Phenomenon of frontiers., = 100 s Ceioiaga
ednocs gy, The tangled web of personaIdends‘whfch”in*thé past, mcre than

P
R

3 v any other factor, gave every Blzan1 (Moor) a sense of" ldentity (bonds

wltL

w:of,rpnk. status, caste, famlly, clan and tr1be) would in future have

Do

"

to make room for the faceless rules and regulatlons ‘'of: States..

!‘\',',*\.
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areas, aﬁd éven the’ settlement of popnlatlon groups.. Colonlallsm,uwork1ng

ey ')‘ id t/‘ 4

its way hpward from the south,‘speeded up the process of agglomeration: :

and sedentarlzatlon among the Moors of the Sahelian-Sudanese belt. It
. R ERRATE
also cut off ,Jthe great ththern ‘Faidérs from thelr trad1t10na1 sources

Lo ,».V,.,. e d
gt l\ L4

of 11\7'ellhsy.jap,c_lf,9 stranding some- ' of--them beyond Mauritanla s norther b?rders .

N

(Jean Arnaud l973).@ Gelonialism’invdlvéd' the wholevMoorlsh populatlon,
JRT LACTRE S AP
from the first to "submit" to the last recalcitrant "d1s31dents That

Rt A
unity of the Moorlsh world, the § Shingit, -torwhich severaI author;

ot

(Ahmed Ben Alamln 1911 Marty 1916, Monteil 19405 0. du ?ulgaudeau

g . P “-_f‘ra-;‘ft‘tf:“'
1967, Monod 1967 C. Taine~Cheikh 1979) have drdwn" our attentlon as a

SRR

discernible phenomenon even though it has never given r;se to polltical
unity, was balkanized by colonial administrative fiat. And the fragments
were portioned out between Morocco, Algeria, Mali, Western Sahara and

Mauritania.

The extremely costly Saharan War - which gobbled up nearly 35 7%
of Mauritania's 1977 budget, compared to a meager 2.1 % for rural
development -is part of the long-term fallout from this arbitrary

fission set off by the colonial powers.

The colonial period, as far as Mauritania is concerned, ended on
November 28, 1960. But by then all the factors likely to deprive Moorish
society of control over the mechanisms of its regemeration were already

present. These factors include the cities, those new centers of wealth
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and power (Bonte 1972 Arnaud 1976), markets, brought w1th1n easy reach

by 3 ST L ] 1

e A S
by communlcatlons networks and vehlcles, selllng goods that have become
qrids ' - o :

& staples' and 1ast but not least, a centrallzed admlnlstratlon whlch

./'.

sees to 1t that a11 thls trafflcklnb is carrled on safely and w1th due

It

. . D + LiT PN AT
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What we are cons1der1ng, then, 1s a process of-disintegration. :
by o ¢
The key characterlstlcs of this process. should be much:more. clearly s
disoernzble 1n the 11?ht of the crlses besettlng Moorish sqcietys

2954 TR

wars, drought, famlne.‘.;n L L O T T CRIRtE SIS

. We have; sketched, in very Broad ‘outline, the majoi'ﬁtaééSfoA
whjcp,thg}gooriéhﬁpopulation«settled in Maﬁfiﬁahia.—=wé'§h§11*ﬁ6§ ﬁfocéed

to study the way the;seciety. operates. i
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«  PART TWO
condr Tis o gt Bye oo sennbadnnd e i s e
ECONOMIC AND SOGIAL ORGANIZATTON OF THE MOORS . .

its home;and%,has_always,bgen.anlﬁgg}pulgural.pnd_998&grgl.gqc;etyhsougﬁ-

ing chiefly on animal husbandry for its livelihood. The insightﬁudwnwi:ﬁ

statement by Robert Capot-Rey (1953), to the effect that Moorish, society

depended. overwhelmingly on the dromedary and slavery; is A sueeinct,;wy
and acgurate descrlptxpn -of the s1tuat10n. The breakdown of trans-'xf';
Saharan trade, a breﬁhdown startxng as_far back as the end of the 15th)w
Century,l;the consequeqces of colon1a1 occupa;yon, and the aggravat1ng B
onsleught of the.relenclessq ever-advanc1ng desert-—all th1s has more _A
and soc1a1 foundatlons of that unlverse. Noma«s made up, 75% of
Maurltanla s populatlon 1n 1964, in 1977 they were down to only 332
("Second Besults" 1977) ‘In our study, we shall flrst outllne the i
changes in the materlal environment of th@ EiiﬂEl (Moors), after that we
shall look at changes 1n .the. organlzatlon of the soclety, properly

......

speaklng.yb;. Godleearde st Ll ubotme e a0 pag e omyenad s

E

1. IHE LCOWOMY OF TiE IMOORS _
Under thig heading, all ve propose to do is to provide s modest
suryey of fagtors which, in the past_as well as now, have conditioned the
lives of all Mooxs.. In style,, this exposition is deliberately descrip- 1
' |

tive; that does mot prevent us from hoping that it might help locate
W o DT T A RN ST 1 Ciwd RO R bt S nvi oty "..J\’
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problems, lags, distertionms, breakdowns in functioning - all those

prevalent symptoms which for one reason or another have come to charac-
. T . . . ,

terize the prevalent underdevelopedwsituétlon in Mauritania; we also

hope the study might help indieete possible ways of remedying the

situation., ., . e e T

ot
)

Perhaps at, thlS Juncture we need to maﬁe it deflnltlvely eclear, that

Gy .
-’11;,\

throughout,; th;s ex3051t10n, our conceptual startlng points are the.,.

B 3‘

tradltlonaluxesources and soc1a1 organlzatlon ‘of ‘the Moorish world

v
i

“*'fihg,th*o shall dlscuss changes that have transformed this world

§ ,
I e

But oux;@tlmary focus w111 be on these trad1t1ona1 resources.. and.. ;”M,!Q

socvkal ghructures s1nce 1t is from them that Moorlsh soclety, derlves o

VB Mo

itstpeglﬁie identitJ. D1ff1cult1es and problems arise. preelselx,from

SETE e

' ENE
theypeings of. contact between these tradltlonal factors and what e,

call,:for, the: sake of convenlence, "the modern world". . It is gﬂhthgse
E A i M 114

Y .
[N

points of contact, that we need to concentratetln our” thinking . about those

‘s L

notorlous development bot 1enecks we hall be dlschssing-agaln'farther‘

on. - Fox; ithe moment we shall dlscuss what Moorlsh society prodqcpﬁ, what

ity

;

< itvconsumes,. how its different producia are circulatedﬁandfdlstntbuted.
. . B AR T e A o ’
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The key areas of production are the twin areas of animal -husbandry
and agriculture. Food-gathering activities, hunting, fishing and salt

exbractlon, together w1th n,‘bs,taft produotlon, used’ to play a supple—

bLamentdry: role 1n meetlng the modest needs ‘f Moorish society. ,

P :’.‘:5' -

g
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A. ANIMAL HUS»ANDRY

- All the essential features of Moorish life are centered around

an1ma1 husbandry--to be more prec1se, the raising of one animal, the

e g .
camel, The camel aptly named the Shlp of the’ §aharay ‘gave . the nomads

': Sifs e
r LR ,

a means of transportatlon espec1a11y suited 'to the. desert.; cllpate an@

to the klnds of trlps sometlmes made necessary by 1ong—d1stance ralding
expeditions; beyond all that, the camel also served as'ﬁnliying }erder‘, N

storing meat, milk wool, and 1n extreme emergencles, even water. In

the North camel ‘Hetding is:linked with the rearlng of sheep and goats,

it gradually ylelds ‘place-to cattle-herding in the areas adJacent to

i 1 R

what was, only a féw years: back, the Spdanese cllmate zone. We must

(SO 4 .
H !\frv

also remember that the ‘p¥incipal export pmoducts of the Moorlsh economy

derive from animal” husbandry;

ER ST

In point of fact, it would be enough to mentlon such problems as.

§ e
T i ."‘,\ W
o .

anlmaivstock “fodder, pasture: land,_weter, skllls and equ1pment, products

i A o e

and thelr varled uSes, pathology -and therapy, r;tuals, be11efs, etc.,,
‘ .

to glve ‘a comprehens1ve ‘idea=~or-at any rate:a pretty good 1dea——of the

1mportance of pastofal actrvxtles in the 11fe of thls soc1ety.

. N
Yot :

1t is easy, qulte without any prior, dogmatlc de51re to prove

functlonallst ‘theses, "to lay bare the nexus of bonds, 1nter11nkages and

4 CEIT

dependency relat10nsh1ps which tie. ‘these dlfferent factors to one

S ey
ER H

another and invélve thém: so. intimately .in the Moorlsh soc1a1 structure
;1,5.; i

that they conditlon and reflect its. d1v1slons, spec1a11zat10ns and
bl B

h1erarch1es (shepherds, well-slnkers, craftsmen, marabout*healers etc )




Here we shall simply pick.out a few.essential points bearing more.
directly on the evolution of social relatiopships, in as much as.this
evolution itself has an impact--negative or positive-—on Mauritania's .

economic development. . o aps

a)  PASTURLC AND STOCE-HERDING = SRR

“ Moorish’ animal husbatdry, whéfhér the animals’in questioh be '~
dromedaries or zebu cattle, has' always been of an‘exténsivegﬂrangesﬁ"An
rovihé't§§éfiaTo tﬁé‘théiléﬁge*ﬁésed‘by the starcify:én& 1owA¢udiityr
of a&éfiéﬁie fodder, Moorish herders have tésbonded'by*deveﬂoping¥1oﬁg—?
rangé mpifity and great flexibility (Dubie 1937): Trancart 1940;
Leriche 1953; Toupet 1977; Feral 1948);‘ s R TR A T

“€Wéﬁﬁégatfhafﬁamon§;fﬁé great nomadic groups, the search for fresh

€;§§%5§és; réiﬁféréea‘by‘stréﬁegic'considefatibﬂé,“coﬁldﬁsémeﬁimes ERE
motivate yééfi§‘treké %éﬁging“around 2,000 kilometers *(UNESCO-1961) .
ﬁé:shaiifiéévé_géogfaphérs and soil specialists to-work out an analysis
of_natural‘ébnditioﬁé*responéiblé“for'thééé’pasture*ranges,‘whithf§ary:%
considéféﬁly from one régidn ‘to thé other,”and’ from one season:to the
néit.viﬁﬁgtiés Toupet (1977) citing work done by Madame:H. Gauthiey=:i.*
Pilters”éﬁddh{ Giliéf‘in”Chadiwas well as by5ChdtIES*Koséetti and b
varying from between 334 and’ 615 kilograms per hectaré in the case of i°

‘a ‘stand of askaf fodder (Nitularia perrini); 'to 8,600 kitograms per . '

hectare for some types of Sudanese grass. Confirming Naegele's findings,

Toupet pointed out the contrast between the sparseness of rag fodder
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(1000 kilograms of vegetation yiekdiper ‘hectare) and the:iabundance :of -

swampland ifodder- (8,000 kilograms of vegetation yield'per hectare).: The’
author mentions the toughnesswand:adaptability of different Sahelo~ i '
Saharan plant species,-as well sas their notable tamemess. Again refer:
ring .to-£igures givem by :Madame :Gauthier-Pilters, he uinderscores’ the -
gbservation that though' the dromedary could logically e eﬁpécf@d to
eat @ daidy ration: of 30 to 40 kilograms of green fodder, its actual -~
consumption was :as :low as«#0rto:20 ‘kilograms. A medium~sized zebu’cow
woulds:-in: comparison, corsume 25 rte 30 kilograms of green fodder in the
rainy.seagon.and 6:-to 10 kilograms..of hay ini t‘héf dry ‘sedsot, o

,1-:0n;-the basis -of these datay. «different specialistsiestimate that an
area between 6 and 12 hectares woﬁld be needed to‘support one of these ‘!
large: rumipants per year.. InEsubﬁdesert?an¢~desért;zohesithé@éte%”quﬁg
required- would be much larger. - o T 1y ohbetessdl

. We must remember these data. when discussing the: advantages:of :uiJ

sedentarization, . the size of the:animal-population that ean'bé-maintained

in the region under scrutiny, or the.varied types of problems which could

g

result from overgrazing. L waws Chuegaet T e sdaadd
It is particularly important-to’locate areas of responsibility =
precisely in order to‘shed'appfOptiate light on:practical development -
oPCioné oriented toward the livestock sector. '~ %~ Rt
- In our historical introduction, we:toached upon a féw: of the’conse=~
quences of French colonization: the:society suffered consideradble-

losses .in terms of men and:especially oflivestock during the:first great
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colonization_campaigns, and continned'to dosso;nntil’theh1930{§5«but,once

- :these ; 1n1t1a1 haemorrhages became a matter of ‘history, colonlallsm

contributed srgnlflcantly to populatlon growth and to an- 1ncrease.1n '

u» :

‘llvestock. The main Teasons for these increased ‘were the éstablishment

G e
i 3

of a. number of health and veterlnary posts “thrdiighout the: -country, the

.conduct of a few vacclnatlon campalgns, and the abolition of the lawless

SR -

of razzxa.ralds. Thls predatory practlce, in effect; became. ‘henceforth

the exc1u31ve pr1v11ege of the colon1al government and"its;agents, All

opr

-:these ghanges resulted 1og1ca11y enough, in a demographlo_and spatlal

£ g

z.;.overload, an overload whlch in turn had to have repercu551ons on the

RS T
FREE

delicate balancrng_mechanlsms of the Moorlsh ecosystemH(JwPeﬂHeryouet,
1975). | S i e anel
Several spec1alrsts empha31ze the destructive role of ‘some-types of

livestock (goats) and the negatlve act1v1t1es “of 'shepherds, who are at

i

i times, regarded as actlve agents of the desertification: process;y ow1ng

to their penchant for strlpplng trees for fodder} ‘setting bush fires etc.

~-Other specialists, for instance J.P. Hervouet (1975), accuse the

*uglgMoorish;shepherd of incompetence. Comnaring:him‘E65Peulhlshepherds who

Lo .
L F ;‘:.«.,

make it ‘a habit to accompany thelr flocks, sometimes even leading them,

~;hgu1d1ng them as they browse, these spec1allsts say ‘the Moorlsh shepherd

,.‘ﬁ,‘

"gls, by contrast, a rank amateur°- hlS attitudé-to his flock essentially

TN

R

--9detatched hlS 1nterest in the sheep overwhelmlngly determlned .by the

r:: !
[

cash profit he hopes to galn from them. The truth;'though,grsgthat,the

shepherds, generally recruited from vassal groups (Aznaga), ex—slaves

_EE mE N SN O N N S O B B S S N e e .
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(Haratin) or slaves (Abid), have built up over the long genérations a rich %

S ad b Lo, S g igresity e Sgdi geh

store of experience. Admlttedly, the practlct based on this eXperience
TR RS S

may have become somewhat perfunctory from sheer repet1t1ve routlne, but

AN Frve TRy s b

it is Stlll, in general, admlrably sulted to the rural environment. “(Im "

ner M LR S W 5""4.‘ ao ¥

this connectlon, tradltlonal 1ore credlts Deyloul the shepherd £61k hero}“”
G A ' ‘-!. dEn ‘;"i." -

of the A11chandhor era Touabrr, w1th great w1sd0m——a s1gn1f1¢ant'fact).

We must also p01nt out that the store of skills and technlques 1s‘

in danger, doubly threatened as it 1s by deterloratlng natural condxtlons”“”

.._;(\'_-‘C,:T hi . ,‘ ‘«

on the one hand and by ‘the accelerated alteratlon of the 1nst1tutlona1

d ST 5 o2 Fegl

and 1deolog1cal frame of reference (caste systems, slavery) designed toh
sld7 o Lompett vl
provide it with psychologlcal ratlonallzatlons, on the other hand.
[ B SRR AN RS Fo N R R .
Wlth the 1ntroductlon of the cash nexus, shepherds, who in’ ‘the b%st“i
{5 ’\I'“’.{ f ‘F ;:.*.’z;!w o M ,’, :

drew nearly all their remuneratlon in klnd from the dalry products they

ey Py
N A AR |

generated, are now pald cash wages.' It'is doubtful’whether'thls'develop‘ijj

I T R A

ment is conductive to the preservatlonhof'the'traditlonal‘technology:of“

3
T2 Kl

ey r“rr.- .
HEL R tH At

the rural environment, especially since that traditionalitechnBIOgy*is"“

already fac1ng active competltlon from mechanical gadgets with all their o
. r}":;z i omer ;- i o o ,L,,«-.v., R
apparent 1abour—sav1ng prowess. An1ma1 husbandry is’ not only the domlnant

"»l).;

activity of the Moorlsh country51de, 1t has also become an 1mportant

R \jix'“ g
source of employment in the modern, capltallst sense.

" Ao s i
Qu1te apart from the many anclllary occupatlons trad1t1onally asso*”

‘7 B R )

c1ated w1th anxmal husbandry—-most handlcraft occupatlons were devoted tO‘“

.,‘,/, =.»} ,bf Ly
the manufacture of tools dlrectly 1nvolved in an1ma1 husbandry mllklng-‘

colryh v

bowls, well dr111s, harnesses, shears and cllppers etc.--anlmal husbandry
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used. to offer, and still does offer, a very interesting assortment of.,.
jobs in the categories of well-drilling and shepherding.  .....
In the recently sedentarized settlements of Boutilimit region,. we .

have noted that ip each settlement (comprising between 10 and 30 tent-;

households) there is at least one well-sinker (normally a Hartini working:

withxthe.help of,his‘children);who provides water for the, cattle; one or ..

two shepherds.detailed to: herd sheep and goats; .and finally, in cases
where, the settlement posgesses.milch-camels, a camel-herd.

5¢$hat,cpmpletgsitbe picture as far as: shepherding and .the problem.

of pasture lands; are concerned. It must be added that as a rule, in. -

Moorish society, access to pasture is free.. The only trammel on this ;. ..

freedom of access comes from possibilities of control over access: ta.

watering holes. 1In effect, these watering holes are generally. owned by ..

tribal communities. In time of need, these communities can restrict, . .,

access to such water holes or even deny access altogether to.outside .
individuals or groups. o el mmo

st

the water problem is a comnstant preoccupation.. .. . . . . g

Apart from perennial natural springs (guetta, plural; :glat) or . .

seasonal springs. (Zaya, plural: zi) whose waters sometimes contain . |

desease-carrying microbes (bilharzia) or encourage the development of an.

unhealthy atmosphere (malaria), the water needs of Moorish society; are met.

from wells (hasi, plural: hesyam). These are drilled in dry.river.

LSRN A KT SRR
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basins after flood tlme. There are also wells of a type ‘called’ ogl

Sl e .

(plural ogol 3 these are somewhat deeper that the ] eszan type, but.-

1

just as precarlous, 91nce 11ke the archan they are’ unllned Lastly -thefre

U A

is the b1r (plural ebyar) or h1ssyan, to use the proper term' fits ! “depthrutisios

.

(trad;tlonally measured in un1ts calledhwagfa, equlvalent to e ‘height 1!
of a man w1th amms stretched upward) may vary ‘from 20 t6 over 60" metrésy o

The b1r well 1s 11ned 1n the tradltlonal manner, vith straw ‘gnd trées wo
t f;\vn :l.\.

trunks. Since the 1950 s, cement—llned wells have also been added @t the

31‘
SRR &S A ..

initiative of government authorltles. In theory these modern we118‘are

government property; 1n practlce, however, they qultD often hecdme bones .
of cogtentron in ownershlp dlsputes. Furthernore, formerly the trad

Sy ‘_,1 T

tional wells were malntalned by the commun1t1es that dug themy but sinoe

1959 the malntenance crews respon81b1e for nalntalnlng the modetn WEILS

».J;-“
b

L S oshone st e cl e
have dlsappeared. ‘ . Lo

\,:.‘

It is perfectly llkely, what w1th the recent drought ‘and - mygratmonm
away from the area, that many traditional andinddern‘WETfs*ﬁayé%hecdmeafxf

unuseable, not Just from lack of maxntenance, but simply from d;gQSE. i

L i . > £l s 3y X1

A well too long unused explres. o Fon wnnop!

s %B.ff% ?éﬁéf-éﬁméiééiteChnlques’ apart from a few witidmills and:
d1ese1 motor—powered.pumps,iwhlch 1nc1denta11y pose bothersome mardﬁe~ 57
HREEE i tXatay 1y i . o
nance problems,‘theyrhaye renalned almost entlrely dependent on tradi- i
tional methods: the delou (a leather bag), ‘the rche (4 long strip of Vi

ungured hlde), and the t-teynna, a pulley made out of ‘selected hardwood.>'

mg, . 5

l

teychit (Balanltes Aegypt1aca), ;' ‘(Grewla Bxcolor)
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The problems have actually been worsened these past several years
by the combined effects of the drought and populatlon settlement.

In effect, it the number of anlmals needlng water has fallen, water

consumptlon itself has probably rlsen, on account of all the changes in

JiFe styie (hyglenlc, nutritional changes etc ) The borlng of holcs

\

for waler, and the tranSport of the water to the settlements, have trad1~

tlonaliy been arduous tasks, espec1a11y at thc end of the dry season,

when' humans as we11 as 11vestock are much deb111tated' now these tasks
have increasingly grown all the harder to carry on, precrsely because
the %éq*"“’fe animalioower.is‘not auaiiable. e o

’}The ﬁroblem 1s crucxal for much "of the ‘rural pouulatlon, tﬁé§'éééj'
oﬁlfgéd to' keep anlmals for pumplng and carr§1ng water,%teed:ngsthemhon.

S A A

extféméfﬁ eipensive ‘commercial fodder.

Son e ol cw o L S APt E
“?7 fuman 1life depends on water; so does animal life. As a rule,

......

anfééf”llfe, mob111ty,'hea1th and product1v1ty all depend in 1arge mea-

sure on adequate water supplies.

Coaneatt b AUV Y

&5 ‘PRODUCE :

i
.

f”%ﬁ&“hobéé?géé'biaééiééiié”Aiitéﬁe products they need for their

! SArhee e

frugal’eﬁistence from thelr 11vestock'” mllk meat, wool leather.

Special mentlon must be made of milk, the fundamental staple of nomadlc

i

diet’” £ for meat,; it is a much treasured nutr1t1ona1 supplement. In

this esé@htlafty mdhlle soclety,ilt should not be forgotten that anlmals

RN )

are aT85 usta F5e" transport.

Y L - L 1B
CharTes ohpet (P§?75 glves the follow1ng fxgures on mllk and meat
Chroayiresd Bodoslos o Gao oheso o blpe soenns w9 TN ¢ AR L
Avedo il s owen o (s ' .

gt
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‘.Sh'e»ep e 0.5 IR . 1.5 "o

TAeR

ipgggggtivity,in the Moorish economy in-ﬁéftigu}ar and in; the Sahelian

ey A
economy'in~genera1u“‘Thééévfigures have only a comparative, not a -

wdeflnztzve, value, because the y1e1ds 1n, dependent ,as; ;they arevofi’ par-

ri g

t1cu1ar1y unpredictable c11mat1c condltlons, are extremely varied.

i D§@1y=M11kﬂpr0duction:f: e o ,v;;;, DT TR

SRR o
i} Dry séasqn,gg o Ra1ny season

- {
JRKER Nt .
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It would be ‘desirable to relate these flgures to the needs .and @ %

actual consumptlon f1gurés of the nomads, 1f accurate figures could ‘be-

obtained.

At any rate, Moorish shepherds have great skill in recognizing good



RS O (U

31~

milk-producing strains and, as far as possible, perpetuating them through

the Jud1c1ous use, of studs :(vhal, plutal: vhul) in selectlve breedlng.
They also know how by means of :castration to raise phy51ca11y more
robust and temperamentally more docile pack-animals and young males partl-

s

cularly prlzed in the slaughterhouse business.
I IR A N

We shall revert later to other productS“(wooff“h{defjt It may be
impractical to give a statistical estimate; neyettheless, it is possible
to point out that in times past, production>was'sufficient to provide
adequatefra&fﬁaterials for the periodic'teplacement of tents and the
manuf acture of a truly variegated range of craft goods, especially: -~
leather artifacts (mats, bedspreads, bags; harness, cords, etc.).

Simple yet very finely executed tanning techniques using local plants

(Aeee;a“Nilotica pods, Acacia raddiené'herk, Comﬁifora Africena)vmehe it
possible,to obtain leather of truly extfeordihet;:ouality..gThishis an
aspect of Moorish life particularly endangered nowa&ays: the drought and
its consequences—-destruction of livestock and vegetation, wholesale
rural depopulation-threaten it with extinction.

Before we move beyond this chapter on products, we should point out
that wool, which in the ‘past was so highly valued as to be used for
currency (the rtal of spun wool, about a kilo in weight, was used as
legal tender in many transactions) is now in the process of being enti~
rely superseded 1n the tent-making dindustry by strlps of fabrlc 1mported
from Ma11 (g__) or recycled pieces of cloth (from old clothes, 31sal

bags, etc )

iR
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It would be true to say that the products of Moorlsh anlmal husban~

v ol
P i

IR R SE R
SR

dry are wholly consumed by the producers themselves.:i This applles to the

general economy, w1 h the exceptlon of 11ve anlmals, wh1ch have .always

i"const1tuted a predomlnant part of the external trade of the;Blzanl world.

[

' And except in tlmes of natural dlsaster such as drought, only. -

sterlle female anxmals, overaged stock and young male anlmals get: sold.

Ly

Every 81ng1e aspect of the 1ives of these Saharan nomads is deeply

marked by the constant proxlmlty, the almost innate famlllarlty ‘of H

B

‘ humans w1th anlmals,‘especlally as regards ithe camel which in thé eyes

of a11 Moors is the prlnce of bheasts, second in status’ only to the

¥

thoroughbred racehorse,w.Manlfeﬁmatlons.of this' ¢loskhess ‘Hre''bvident
in all areas of the society's material life: (nutrition, ‘cYothifg, "
housing,handicrafts); they are equally evident in the yarious;pg;turabé

spheres (folk proverbs, tales, poetry, law). Animal husbandry.practices

themselves reflect the close bonds of affectlon tylng the MOQr to his:

""flock ' the knowledge of each 1nd1v1dual an1ma1 s gecullar tralts,_the

AT

tone of 1ts v01ce, 1ts pedlgree, its veterlnary case, history, and its:
psychologlcal mods, 80 to speak, are all personal, emotional indications
of these 11nks.' We need to take care not to lose _sight of. the unbreak-
able nature of these ties between the Moorlsh fam111es and thelr anrmals,

when dealing with accusations of ' 1rrat10na1 behav1our 1eve1ed by

Ri% fy‘,"' .

s6me spec1allsts agalnst Sahellan stock-breeders, both Peulhs and Moors,

5

i of ‘the’ grounds that out of sheer super31t10us attachment they malntaln
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uéeieSS, §ﬁpernuﬁerary stocks less and less ‘able to .subsist on.an enviren-
ment ‘whose resources are néaring exhaustion. .Contrary to;theseestruceqres,
we‘think'Piefre”BONTE (1975) is perfectly’correct when he points :out

that thls accumulation of 11vestock is in -fact profoundIy rational within
its’ orlglnal context (the Saharan and Sahelian. economy)9 as long as: this.
context was not overwhelmed and made dependent by the market economy.»l"
Providing the mode of savings best adapted to natural condltlons in theee
arid territories,. the accumulation of,livestoek‘hasralways been a res-
tricted, family-based actiVity,_depepdent principelly oo_slave lebor?k‘.‘
until recent developments transfopmeqeiCS,practice?‘ I;Twaevnotulike}y

to turn :into-a means of sociel-pstepgpgippﬁgpd,economicwepeculeeioo:oot}}
the “capitalist economy»inposedvits.domination on the Moorish world
The recent years of drought, as . we, shqll see,, have merely accelerateq B

this rphenomenon.

B. © AGRIGULTURE - = acd wrs Gite e wav Lngey
Climatic’énd'SOil conditions; whobe evaluation.we:leave to spes, -
cialists, here again determine the essentialicharactéristics,.possibilities
andESCopelof agriculturé in the land of the Moors. .. This .is; as, tyueof .
oasis agriculture as it is of the dry~or.irrigated farming«pfactieed»in‘

‘the Southern’ reaches of ‘the'Moorish:worlds. - We shall here concentrate .-

on bfingfng-out:theJSOEiaI?dsﬁeetS”of.thiszagricultureqm . :;i,;L
a) THE OASES (A S L ot S S R e Yo TeaT

0a51s agrlculture is based on the date~pa1m trééi Som¢ traditions
place its appearance in Mauritania as far back as the era of the mysterious

"Bafour” (Munier 1955).

-
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lIt has spread steadlly since. medieval times, from the Adrar reglon

to Tagant, then to Assaba., Munier estimated: that in 1955 there were

\! L :
565, 000 date-palm trees (Munler 1955); * in 1960, accord1ng to Agrxculture

Ao A I

Department estlmates quoted by. Charles: TOUPET 1977) ,- there were about

805, 000 trees. Today there should be a total of around’ 1 m11110n.

In the oases, the cultxvatlon of date=~palm ‘trees is 11nked -w1th

. 5 N
B

that of cereals (wheat  barley) and vegetables raised 'on lrrlgated land
: 7‘-“){‘.‘ PETAN

in the shadOw of the‘palme,:“

i. AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES .

I‘- /x IEE el ':“:Zs'é'
Generally speaklng, agnlcultural technlques are qu1te s1np1e“, and

TR 1488
1, oo S S T

the care of palm grove varies a great deal from one reglon to the next,

from one grove to the other, and even from one owner to: the other. There
i ETIN D R
are so-called w11d groves of palm trees -which remain uncultlvated

v

throughout the year9 no one g01ng to them .except durlng the brlef

‘,'\ EEH

soriid . ..,,a‘

harvest season (El M01nam) Then, there are: other grOVes wh1ch, on the
contrary, are glven met1culous care and attentively watched over all

. aviy o o , ;(1 v,vij(.,}‘;.‘,:
year round (Atar, TldJlkJa) ’ -

. "" IR AG Sk

1 £

Date-palm cultivyation; u31ng rudlmentary, 10ca11y°made tools .

VA

(hoes, hatchets, pxuning shears, ‘the gellac) is generally—though nelther

exc1u31ve1y nor, always—-the work of- slaves (Haratln and Abld) o »
o : ;-«.‘,\;_‘pfg‘ LR E

P
it

Farm.land holdihgs;”ﬁhen'hot'jointly owned,‘are modest ;. .exgeptionsd
are the few large properties recently built up under colonial government

patronage (especially in Atar).
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The entire system of cultivation, and in particular the system of

gravity—powered irrigation traditionally based on pendulum welié; now

n,;. B

Vipartlally superseded by motor pumps- this entire system of 1ntens1ve

TR At

farmlng llmlte.the.cultlvable land ‘area. There is also as we have

already pointed out, the additional pressure of severely restrlctlve

natural conditions. R - S o

RIS B
.. In Adrar and Tagant, where the cultivation 6f palm-trees goes

back a long time, the trees are planted by thﬁ‘ﬁost'reliable'method,

from shoots. In Assaba, however, where thejcnltivationﬁoftPhoenix

Dactzllfera 1s much more recent _kernels and stem buds are planted ~

"a much 1ess rellable method whlch yields a high proportion of mate’ .

l

and 1nfert11e‘plents (Ioupet 1977)..

In the oasis palm-groves, the palm trees benefit from the horti-
cultural care given the. plants grown beneath them: watering, fumigation,

pruning of the jerid, and, most of all, weeding. They are art1f1c1a11y
fertlllzed by the.agricultural workers themselves. In JuneuJuly comes

the harvest, coterminous with the liveliest per:od in the 11ves of the

Ksour (guetna, 0. du Pulgandeau 1937) .. The quality of ‘thé date’ yield

varies enormously from the much prlzed Tijoub variety to the’ Kerbar,

wa type often pounded and fed to goats. Yield quantities afe jﬁét “Ag

i vI,-

variable, ranglng from 45 to 180 kllograms, dependlng on -the type planted,

v A .

“'tHe care glven to 1t, and the ecolog1ca1 context (Munler 1955, Bonfils. -

EEFE FTR T
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-wwhich seriously affect the output of pendulum wellsg/.

f7.-one -man can draw from depths of 2, 3, 5 or 5 meters is 3,000; I, 500; 1,300

=36~

BRI R B R L o
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The bulk of the y1eld is consuned where produced. The remainder

Ty
i

is preserved in goatskln-leather bottles and marketed S SRS R

e I

: S F R s

The ‘plants 1ntercropped w1th the date palm (wheat barley, m111et,
tobacco, henna, mint), while taklng up only a very 11m1ted amount of

space, do prov1de an 1mportant dietary supplements as well as 31gn1ficant

28 SR Ll

sums of extra cash earn1ngs to the ‘Ksour., = .~ b : 3

: The last fifteen Jyears or so have seen an increasing diversification

R )
A,

of these plants, 1ntercropped w1th the date palm (tomatoes;'carrots;"““

S v "; T g

radlshes,ylettuce,‘etcj) g Th1s dlver51f1cat1on is connected with a dis®
. . Sl R P T -
cernible expansion of the»local market, and the evolution of gastronomic

R .
ot
tastes. A

Among serious technical obstacles hamperlng date—palm cultlvatlon,

pride of ;place must be g1ven to the water problem. In. these last several
L

years .rain prec1p1tat10n flgures have fallen catastroph1ca11y, as a
B folay

conseguence,,the underground water—bear1ng strata of the oueds no longer

EEES REeE it
JERA S

‘reeceive fresh 1nfluxes of water, The water therefore gets br1n1er.}“‘

i

Furthermore, even when 1t does not dry up completely, it can only be~~

reached after wells have been sunk to 1ncrea51ng1y greater depths--&epths

P . I Flae o
2/ Studies conducted in Egypt and Algerla, c1ted by Munler (1955 and ‘
Charles Toupet (1977) have' denonstrated that .the number.of liters of water

and 1, 250 respectlvely. Muniér ‘also'"adds  ithat at depths in excessvof

.+T-meters, the . pendulum well (achallal) 1oses its usefulness,"

EEM O E S 55 T N
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The specialists also stress the point that too many trees are
clustered _together on the cultivated land ‘a¥ea. Apparently there are
_.as. many' as ‘400 to 500 date-palm trees _per hectare; when the optlmal -
total ought to be no more than 200 (Munler 1955 Bonflls 1955, Toupet

1977).

S A further problem is that the plants are not properly cared for'

- -inisome’ ‘cdses they are actually 111 ~treated. For example9.1n their
attempts to get rid of certain plant parasites such as the dreaded Cochi-
iueallhug (taka), some agricultural uorkers imagine they haVe‘dealt.uith
the problem when: they perfuncterily wash otf the,parasite'sftrack’ua;he
from theAleaveS'withtwater.' chers go so_far:as~tolset‘the tree'trunke‘
09'§%F%#;:P0351b1y they kill the bugs this way; but quite often they

end up killing the trees in. the bargain.

. Theiabovegremarks‘shduldznet lead us into the misconception that

o € ) ‘ . - .

the Moors do-not know how to look after the1r oa51s date+pd1m trees.

TOUPET draws attention t6 the great amount of labor; expanded on waShing
down thelfronds -every day- in the Tlchltt area, from the time the “trees
beg1n to bear fruit till’ the fru1ts reach maturlty. <This»washine”35uh“

is necessary to rid the bunches of fllmy dep051ts of salt that would

hamper thelr growth. Generally, palm cultlvat1on requlres 80 much tech—

nical know-how, so much coordlnatlon (as in the c11mb1ng of the trees
.t'

at harvest time), and so much streggth (for drllllng wells; etc ), that 'w,ﬁﬂ

it becomes in truth a sk111ed occupatlon. It is also hard‘work generallyifib
RT S
ass1gned to ‘the most unfortunate stratum of Moorlsh socxety, ‘the slaves

and the M‘ BT |

‘-“--—_------

-
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In this connectlon, an apprec1ab1e number of records “féom the

FIEAD - Ly
v,1_; '»1.‘;?‘<i,’s‘¢ "!(,«».':'

colon1al per:od (Colon1a1 Admlnxstratron reports from Adrar ‘and Tagant)

S RS

and the 1ate l°50 8 (Bonflls) br1ng us a very clear echo of ‘the dlsaStrous‘

v
e

results of the emanc1pat10n of slaves as far as the oasis economy was

AN PR e

concerned.

slaye e g

Let us ‘now turn to a cons1derat10n of the soc1al and legal condl-'"

tlons govern1ng work on the palm estates.

I R PRI PR E e
i LTSN i

$t Ea B » - Tae . <0 i KRR

B ERE S

ii. . SOCTAL AND LEGAL CONDITIONS

Like all land in Moorish country, oasis farm land bears the 1mpr1nt

it f \0\

of a collective, tribal landholdlng system. Famlly and 1nd1v1dual 1and~
i iy

o a

holdings are generally subordlnated to this overall collectlve context.,

:Thus the names of the country ] maJor palm groves promptly br1ng to mind

'the names of the trlbes who own them' Chlnguettl belongs to the IdaWall

and the Lagheal Atar, AkJOUJt and the ‘lands‘adjoining them belong to

the Smass1d and Idelchlll1 tribes;  Ksar E1 Barka‘and,Reehid~belong:m'

to the Kounta” TldJlkJa belongs to ‘the’ Idawali, etc. - ' .. ST

It is precisely to preserve cOlTEétive'tribal‘rights'és'sucﬁtthétl

numerous palm groves have been turned 1nto habous property9 i. e..i" RS

Sy

1na11enable tr1ba1 property. ‘on Such“land; ohly the:yield from invested

.

labour can constitute the objec t of ‘a''valid ‘commercial  t¥ansaction, ..

(purchase cr sale). ST Rt et e Ry B pond
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& consequence of this situation is that certain collective respon-
R ,ii’s': ¢

sib%¥lities: devolve .on the owners, espec1a11y respon51b111t1es conneéted
with the: cultlvatlon of palm groves. Thus, a holder of usufruct rlghté

who neglects the maintenance of the land in questlon mlght f:nd hlmself

sentenpced by the Jemaa (clan assenbly) to pay the wages of a person ¢ 7

assigned to work on the 1and set a81de for hlm (TOUPET 1977). o

This involvement of a person from outside'the tribe;'eftehia Hartani -
remunerated through a kind of sharecropplng 1ease arrangement.,. brings us
to a dlscuss1on of forns of ass0c1at10n, ‘'of sharecropping, arrangements,

T

in the oases (Martln 1939 ‘Dubie 1953, Toupet 1977)..

il e L
. The prevalent forms of contract arrangement are three: -~ - .. .

N G e T .

~.The sharecropping reesezﬁ.thiskestablishes a bond between a

landowner (mormally a "white" Moor) and a farm worker (ﬁermally a Hartaniy.

Under this type of contract, the landowner_provides‘1and.atd weils;F
while the Hartani supplies plants. When the palm trees start t0'yie1d,‘
that is, about fiveigearsjqfter Q}anting, the palm grove is split.equallf
between the landowner. and the Hartanl." in Adrer, the shareeropﬁerbgets

only: one~third of the palm grove.

A §econd mode of ‘association has, to do w1th palm grove malntenance,
"the worker (often, as usual, a Hartani) must water the palm trees 36
times a year, plant a hedge around the palm grove, clear the tree trunks

of dead branches (jerid), fertilize the palm trees, and harvest the fruit

when ripe. His reward is a fifth of the harvest" (Toupet 1977, p. 276).

Sl I I NS IS S I BN N BN I B NN BN B N NN N S
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. 0f ten the-worker, .chooses other modes of remuneration: he can get a fixed

percentage. (arch) or.a measure of the yield of each tree; called an

abboun, this measure. is the quantity that can be contained in clothing |
§ ¢ L L NEUEE N T A

spread 1n the hollow trlangle between a person s knees and walst when he
e ; o ; o

,r, ol

1s'seated tallorﬂfashlon. Flnally, the worker can opt to p1ck up the
o Sloei e
dates which drop from the palm trees (Kernaf 1kernaf) "to glean, so

to speak" (Toupet l977, p. 277)

A th1rd type of contract covers the crops grown under the palm

trees.' Its prov131ons are extremely varlable. Sometlmes the Hartann
S —_—
worker keeps the whole of thls y1e1d for hlmself and the landlord is

foney 24

sat1sf1ed to have him look after hls date-palm trees. “In other instances,

| partlcularly in the Tagant, the worker only gets half “the ylelé

addition, to all these payments stipulated in the'centrdct,:the Hartani

or-the Abid (slave) is,also,obliged,to,gey”fees,geriodicelly to this

-, particular master or.that one,.as an eqrnest}ofmhis'persone} relag1937;
. ship with him. = All this .should give us some idea of just how hard

.working conditions.are for. primary producers on the oasis farms, and

how little they get for the work they do. . . . ' ..n coele a9

~ This is not a system calculated to.motivate: the Haragip, to stay

“in the agricultural sectoy. It has in fact caused. a googd number of . -

farm workers to desert the; palm groyes»the'mqgent,lega}w@nﬁjyatgxialew
conditions (viz: . the proclamation of the abolitjon of:slavery by the :

‘colonial authorities, the rise.oﬁpnew-urban.eenters,vtrensgortetipn“,ﬁ
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improvements) made it feasible to do so. The consequence of this deser-
tion has been not only a shortage of manpower but also a serious '
deterioration in the tééhholdgiéal capitalbbf‘the cases. -

heedless to say, any scheme almed at chanplng thls state of affalrs

for the better has to come to terms w1th the need to 1mprove the status

NN _w\,,

of the prlmary producers.

b) FARMING ON FLOOD PLAINS AND IN DAM;IRRIGATED‘AREAsi

- For a long time permanently settled Moors and even semi-nomads
have carried on other types of .agricylture whose importance in the Bizan
ecqqﬁﬁyucqntinqes to grow in close correlation with the continuous, Jlong-

.tgrmesbbqthward‘migtatianand_the sedentarization .that goes along with it.
T
i. TECHNIQJES 'AND PRODUCTS -~

';jﬁ%QEre:again; natur5i één&itionéiﬁésﬁéCiaiiy ébﬁditiénsléf‘ﬁreCiﬁi‘
tatigg“CTéuﬁét 1977) impose their 1a§§méﬁ”agr1éh1tUrél'ptactiéés involving
vet&IQténty mététial'cépitai; The hoe”and the axe are the main instruments
of thigytfpé 6fr%afmingi§hich, untiiireééﬁtiy, was carried on ih‘ignofance

of the plough and the wheel.

On both dam-irrigated farms and farms dependent on rain water, the

chief'cfop-réﬁiins'millét'(Sof?ﬁhm”ééﬁbiéﬁm, called taghallit'fn’ﬂassani

o

1anouage, ‘and Sorghum cernum, called bechna in Hassani).' These are often

inter-cropped with white beans (Vigna siniensis, called adlaganm in '

Hassani) and wétefmélohé“KCitrﬁiiuglVﬁigﬁrisi'called voundi o¥’ chirkach

e o

in Hassani),

IS N NN N =N l-iL__JIIIL HE TN BN BN N BN B S BN B BN BN
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_also happen to be rmuch more expensive.. . .
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£Yie1ds”are.usua11y 1ow. Charles Toupet (1977) gives figures of

iy [T I

6 to 7 hundredwelght per hectare for sor?hum, ‘the only. commerc1a11y

impbrtant: crop,. and 4 to 5 hundredwe1ght for the other ce:eals, and for B

watermelons.: : Total yaeld already at the fercy’of unpredlctable B

S R S

climdtie: conditions, suffers in addltlon from the. depredat1ons of certa1n

natural pests: locusts, mlllet-eaters , rats;ietc.. Vety often, too,v

~

yields are affected by 1ack of seed and ‘by the rinadequacy of ava11ab1e

labor,, as the area cultlvated (watered land, flocd plam9 or, art1f1cially
¥ ~3
1r§1gatedv1and) reaches a certain size.

Fald ]
It is precisely to reduce thelr dé#endence -on .the caprlces of

climatic conditions, even if only partially, that the Moorlsh populatlons

nhave learned to erect dams across the basins of the maln oueds. Some

of these dams have been in operatlon 31nce the end of the 19th centuty.

-
T
LA E R A

* . o1

. In most 1nstances, these dans -axe. frankly ramshackle constructlons
. NaN) J. .
amountlng in fact to nothlng fiore solid than an earthen d1ke layered over

nr

with a:ﬁaglng of flat stonest ‘The bu11ders are mostly Haratfn and members

of other subject groups." R SRl . I

frge

Slnce the late 1950 s, the colon1a1 admlnlstrat1on, followed by the

: Maurltanlan yovernment “have had a number of dams bu11t. Whlle these new

dams are in prlnC1p1e sturdier ‘than the tradltlonal construct1ons, they

Vi PPN
PR

R B I H .
C e ‘ R
e The dams, whlch have at times helped nomadlc groups settle down,

. T 5 A
have not been un1form1y positive in the1r effects. Apart from encourag—
.‘-'l,f‘e‘,

ing predictable damage such as sOLILexhauetlon,’these dame“haye,also

LIk
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bee;Tbﬁohihﬁlhted for(politioal electioneering purposes (Toupet 1977):
such éh&so haévled to chaotic 'siting, and, with some areas getting a
m&ltiollcity of déﬁs‘éll bunched up'closé to each ‘other, teo situations
borderingion the absurd: all too often dams belonging to-different.
'trihes ore bullt along the same oued. The praotice has led to numerous
cohfrontétioﬁs;uespecially in particularly dry years, when downstream.
dams are starved of water.

‘vﬁthrthis ohoorvatlon, wévturnito a ooﬂoiderétion of social
conditions determining agricultural:praotfoéé"ih dam-irrigated areas

ard flood'ﬁlains.‘

EERG

ii.  SOCIAL CONDITIONS

.1 The, general observations we have already made about the‘traaitioh-

s by

ally tr1ba1 nature of Moorlsh lanoholdlngpractlces apply equally to

83 Sreoe

side S :
flood—plaln farms and farms on rcln~watered land. The all-pervadlng

_‘t_\{!v‘.

1mportance of thls problem in Moorlsh rural life is underscored by

the prevalance of 1ong-last1ng dlsputes, somet imes degeneratlng into-~

SR

extreme violence, right down to this day.

Formerly, family land rights,‘held‘in the context of tribal owner-

shlp, only rarely went together w1th the practlce of the landowners

I

worklng the land themselves.

As 1n the oases, most of the work in these areas 1is also done by the

AT TN

Haratln. The methods by wh1ch they are pald for the1r work vary widely

(Martln 1939 Duble 1953 Toupet 1977)

Ay T
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Contract prov1s1ons vary from reg1on to region. They also vary

according to whether the Hartan1 belongs to the same trlbe as' bhe land~

owner. .
% -

“In the Tagant, Trarza and Brakna areas, the general rule stlpulates

S

that a Hartani farm worker, if he comes from the same trlbe as hls 1and-

F AT rey .\

lord, and depends on him for nothing but the 3011 the works on keeps

90% of his harvest, delivering_to the landlord only the remalnrng tlthe.
In Adfar region;tif-thealaanord,supplies half the seed in addition

to the 1and, he ‘isentitled to half the harvest.

It would be appropridte at this point, by way of a conclusion to
[ conclusion.

this'expositionﬁon agricultural conditions, to.emphaSize thekpoint that

Pi0T

‘a cruc131 development ‘has: taken: place, begxnnxng w1th the onset of

"colonlal dccupation, and steadily p1ck1ng up soeed these 1ast "?veral

yéars. ‘The keéy manifestations. of :this movement are, flrst, an’ acce;.

o rated ‘southward migration-of- the Moorlsh pOpulatlon, espec1a11y the

Haratin, motivatediby a desire, to. beneflt from the comparatlve protec—

tion the colonial authorltles afforded them agalnst thelr trad1t10na1

.“Hoverlords, and secondly, an 1ncre831ngly w1&e spfead proeess of permanent

-t

”;settlement, a process whlch in our tlme has " resultedffn a ... . of

proport1ons between nomads and sedentary communltles, ‘as pomnted out
above. We shall take up the multlple 1mp11cat1ons‘offthls:eyolutlon
later.

For the moment, let us simply underline the importance of its impact

on agriculture, both in terms of the ever-increasing numbers of people
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1nvolved and in terms of the soc1al relatlonsh;ps atrendant. upon it.

‘,v.

4 The fact is that the haratln, pathered tcgether in self~ "BOVerningo .

% w':r‘

villages , show a rising tendency to want to break free of the bonds-

that tied them to their tradltxonal masters. And they are also pos1ng
IR R TR e 4 b ;

" “the” problem of land ownershlp in new terms° "the land to those who

PRIV LA N SN

t 111 1t”

As for the 1andowners, they have lost a labor force which was

-, o P

refractory even when it d1d not Smely dlsappear, follow1ng the lure of

~

”gdlsxant places. So, they are beglnnlng, admlttedly w1th rather 111 .
BT oy : gl

grace, to resign themselves to work1ng the land

FUN S
Ce g , ivgrio

All thls brlnos up to the conc1u31on that 1nslde Woorlsh soc1ety
’ ?'.‘.; . . & ;! oy B M
1tself the entlre *radltlonal equ111br1um9 based 1argely on the economlc -

and polltlcallhegemony of nomadft herdsmen, is falllnv gpart. Those

s et

who stand to galn from thlsxilslntecrntlon, at least potentlally9 are

vk AR

the erstwhlle subJect oroups, now permanently or seml—permanently settled,
. : Cogame e S Bepwsidoon bolsv
i RS jats
and carry1ng on agrlculture as thelr main occupatlon.

oyt Sh g ,,-bﬁ

C. CROP-GATHERING——HUNTING-fFISHING

.., In_this society.over which, we:must remember, destitution®hovers
perennially, crop-gathering, hunting -and fishing at times bring in:5-2
appreciab}e”supplemeqtaryyineome.,@In«certain%marginal<caSes, these

pursuits may even become exclusive, quasi-hereditary occupations.

slagnoy f B Tadwes
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a) CROP-GATHERING L

This imvolvesia: w1de varréty of products, froﬁ hedlclnal herbs to

tanning banks 1noLud1ng ‘8 wide assortment of w11d fru1ts partlcularly
suLbabteafon»supplauenting ‘the. dlets of the slaves and the Haratln ;

which are:worse tHaﬁvfuadequate:" ‘
Stili;‘ ﬁe only one of the:plants 1nvolved whlch has given rlse*to

i .
piE®

significant commerc1a1 act1v1ty is gum arablc. In former times, th1s

was'obtalned in barge: quanm1t1es from Acac1a Senegal trees’ alon? the

’IU

Senegalimmven‘betweem UheJTrarza-and'Assaba areas: Thls conmodity, which
also figurestin traditiidnal :médicine and nutrltion (Mokhtar 0/Ham1doun
1952"Mohamem:9alem '0/M'Khal tirat 1959), actualIy played a p1vota1 roIe '
in commercxai*transactrbﬁs between Southern Moot's and'European traders
for two-centuries and atalf ‘f(iDe-leourt’ 1952, Fathér Labst 1728, La o
Courbe ﬁ%SSJQDumahdeSOQ“ Cultrurl§I0)l' Slaves did the- plck1ng of the o
product:! = In gendraly they were harshly treated ‘and” the total yield

has falleh COhsiderablnglnce the11ncept10n of colonlzatlon.dfThe;
relatxwe!emanC1panxon iof the slaves is. only ‘part of the reasoh for this
fall; a furﬁher‘contrlhutihg cause is the drop‘an demand occa310ned by

Gy

competition from syntheétic subtitutes. @ . ° i

What with the harsh effects of a dozen or so years of drought on
the forest:wegetation, and the total: :overturn of s%oial relationshiﬁs,
the gatherimg sof gump arabmecnas dWLndled~1hto a’ practically 1nsxgn1f1cant

acthlty. ERUNENYO Il SIRRTRS S SRS ST e REEE . o PR S HISANNE MR Pty

SRR TP B Cutanionng gzoebogiuiet a0 D T S T I T A R
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b) HUNTING

Hunting plays only a marginel economic role, invfacté'“§o;instead
.ofy going" into" lengthy d1oquls;t10ns on its economie - ‘value, we could | -
expetlate.on its psycho-soclal 81go;f1caqee, especially on the fact tﬁat
iF}V?ﬁchoseli 1inke&.oith’oartial activities in general; ‘and 'in o
particular with the still very lively craze for target practice in

MOOrﬁsh;gppiety.;kJ.r

BN o

Agaxnst the background of the ravages of the drOUght ‘and’ the Sahara
War, such a dxscﬁ531on would not be ent1re1y -out. of place: - it would help
:ﬁenvlsxge'an effectlve envtronmental protectlon policy.’ However, we K
shall here’ 31mp1y 1nd1cate the exlstence of a group, numbering at most
some. threewhundred 1nd1vidoafs; now threatened-w1th extxnctlon. For th1s
group, hunting (eked out w1th avdeeﬁ of stock thieving oii the side) was .
not just the one source of 11ve11hood, it also provided the ublqultous
nexus -of thelr entlre life style. The group is the:Nemadi, a caste%
withinnMoorish oociety:y Becausevof its.pietureaquefaharaetéf;ltﬁf;i'1
group has had far mofé“ettention devoted~to it in=ethnofogidéfﬁiitet;tote

than its real 1mportance'1n Moorlsh soc1ety warrants (Marty 1930,

BrosggtngBZ;-Garbpu 1917, Gabus 1952,>quotgue 1926) 4 5

c) FISHING

The Imraguen” flsherfolk have been made notorious by factors very )
similar:to. thoée ‘that have put the'Nemadl hunters in the llmellght. o
Opera%;ng,niong ‘the Atlantlc seaboard this group appears on record as

far back as the 15th and 16th centuries in Portuguese accounts. In those




48—

S

accounts they are described as having practically the same traits they
exhibit to this day. The group is tiny, numbering at the most a few

hundred people of dependent status, (Harat1n or vassals) Theyfréiyfonv

i”‘ R T ot s

extremely rudlmentary technlques for flshlng'ln very r1ch waters."'“’f o,

B .
SN0 E 2T S el S R

Socially they are looked down upon,'economlcally they are brutally . rt

Ve

explolted. Up unt11 1937 these flshermen were obllged to pay seven
L s SO R L TR g

separate fees to seven separate overlords out of the very chancy hauls
l.L‘“r\) l""f"';r

they managed to brlng 1n (Lotte 1937 Gruvel 1906 Gruvel and Chudeau

N

RERE L S

1909 F X. Pelletler 1975) Belng the only flsherfolk among “the Moors,
e
Yo art T iy

the Imraguen are better off than the Nemad1 in one sense: " the ‘commodity

Vitwi, e —_—

they depend on 1s not 1n as 1mmed1ate a danger of exhaustlo

a! Forort Ve
‘»(:’_“,:;\ e

contrary, 1t 1s actually a commodlty of permanent commerc1al value, “ This-

R R

is partlcularly true of mullet roe, whlch goes 1nto the maklng OF 2 kind -

R
2

of Maurltanlan cav1ar nlcknamed Boutargue .' In fact, it 1s prec1se1y

=':¢'

because their fish is so valuable that the'Imraguen;iafter sufﬁerlng

exploltatlon at the hands of feudal despots (exp101tat1on by Warlords

‘r,

hav1ng been superseded by the re11g1ous manxpulatlon practiced: by the

te

marabouts), have now come under the power of‘thé’ ocean-fishing companras.

. !'*v_.:v}
Since 1919, when the Soc1eté Genérale ‘de‘la’ Grande Péche was incorporated,
e L ‘Ln/.;x-a i
these companies have subJected fhe Tmraguen ‘to-increasingly damaging

competition, while dictating the most stringent terms for-the purchase. ;.

of the Imraguen haul.

TBTIN0T T s R
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D. SALT MINES. . .. . v o o o i o i SE -

1 1 Befoxe we conclude this chapter in.traditional resources, we should

v

touch op the salt mines. This is necesgary not becguse these mines. are
currently,pf.any, economic impgrtance, but because they do have g . . ..
historical and.sociological significance. Salt mining, ip fact, played
a,key.role in Mporish trade duringfthg:pyecolgp}al_grg.;_Thgwolq?ggggggn
centers..of, Ouadane, Chinguetti, Tichitt and Oualata owed mugh of their,
angigntﬁgyosgggityQFQ.the-ga}twtradef:JAnd finally, on.the sociological
-level salt mining served as a nerve center for a whole network of power
relationships, patron-client links, and bonds of:dependency in which, as
;48 80 often;the cage in Moorish society, the owners--in this case the

., Kounta of Ouadane, the Emirs of Trarza-are seldom. the workers: .

dgpendenp,Aghzazir,_Haratin.ggﬂgét:(gadenVIQIQ, Mérg;}916_piggo;§r9§sg;

1932, Duchemin 1951), .

- e :
G FITR IR

*"tA11 things considered, domestic salt mining should be potentially.
capable of supplying Mauritania's: domestic needs. -But' amy attempt to

- 2reyive ‘the-salt miming industry ‘should begin with a“determined bffort

that’ gfew ’UP. arobnd Ll ©0 oows nod R0 L s e ety

E. THE HANDICRAFT INDUSTRY

Rt R TS UNNCT: B NI

One cannot leave out handicrafts in any discussion of production
in Moorish society. The Moorish Handicraft industry, closely connected

with the society's total lifestyle, produces an enormous variety of
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artlfacts ranglng from the moun gach (thorn-removing tweezers) to the .
o NI el

jehfa (. a. magnlflcent 1ad1es palaqu1n ‘For camel-back. r;dlng)z w1th all

B

g

the soc1ety 8 neceesltles.and lu;ury ‘articles in betweep., Apd all thxs!
R E I P A N
productlv;ty 1s based on local raw mater1als (wood, leather), though &
i T T T Y
metal (iren, copper, 81lveri gold) is importeds the. techniques developed e
for lnstauce.rn iewelry:’are,sometlmeg‘hléhly otnatey.even though theg{) 00y
tools used are s1;ple“(auv1l hammer, “dri¥l, punch and. bellows) o

LA

3,Trag%t1onally, craftsmen used to receive their payment‘inzkind~(iu

..,-r,-._
[

the - form of milk, cereals, 11vestock), within a .context, of patron-cllent

e

relatlonshlps tying them to thelr warrror or. marabout overlords. But

wag

since colonization the handlcraft 1ndustry has come under the 1nfluence
of the cash nexus as a result of the Moorish soc1ety 8 dlslntegratlon

under the lmpact of several factors:.: the breakdown of nomad1c husbandry,

followed by sedentarlzatlon ‘and urhanlsatlon, the weakenlng of tradl-

it ez« o

tlonal trlbal and hierarchical’ ‘bonds ,.- changes 1n taste, whlch trends‘i""

v.lk,

‘ 1ncreas1ng1y toward "luxury" items: (Jewelry, 511ver, teapots, ashtrays,'

glft—boxes, etc ) and’ away from the useful artlfacts that were traditlo~

el

S - » i E , ' ’ . - e L0 {r

Furthermore, thls evolutlon is not’ only evident in a Shlft from

utllltar1an product1on to luxury productlon, it ;also. reflects a profound
. RN T x
change in the 11fe style and ‘tastes of the Mooxs themselves" in thepast

s n;

‘;the 311ver anklets called akhelkhal plural akhakhel were con31dered

PRI \’ . -*r)\
the Moor1sh woman's mos't prestigious items of Jewelry (0 du Pulgandeau

ENEaRE

1967, Gahus 1955 Delar021§te 1976); ; npwadays hardly any Jeweler makes
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them aﬁY more. A R SLER R 2 SIS SET CHETIP PN
_This is another area in which a considerable ‘set’ of skills is dying'i

out. Moorlsh craftsmen have in many 1nstances shoWed a remarkable flair

o

for ass1mllat1ng novel elements into their repert01re of skills/” & wis~

e

good example is the panache w1th wh1ch they recycle ‘all sorts of 'jetsam -

25 T

from the 1ndustr1a1 world. The questlon is: to what extent will'all =
this talent survive the destructlon hoverlng over all the structure of

the Moorish world?

In fact th1s questlon concerns more than the material production of:

the craftsmen, s1multaneously and 1nextr1cab1y, it concerns the surv1va1

IS EARRTR T

of the craftsmen themselves as a spec1a11zed group w1th1n Moorish -

soclety. It is a questlon we shall take up agaln later. -

SN ;
'?’ -t £ AN e SR AR
: gt

ThlS brlef survey of the rural Moorlsh soclety s resources seemed
necesgary to us as 3 means of mak1ng clear the structural framework

underglrdlng the total soc1a1 ed1f1ce we are called upon to examine. At

i

the end of it, the conclus1on we come to is prec1se1y that the twin

v'h.,' :

bases of this social edifice, viz.: the 1nst1tutlons of pastoral nomadlsm

and slave labor, are at the moment undergo1ng a crisis of unprecedented

proportlons. What we see happenlng is a generallzed and practically

1rrever31b1e deterloratlon of every aspect of productlon in the *rural

W 0
(R

world of the Moors. Meanwhile a slow change in attltudes toward manual

work, generally looked down upon, is beglnnlng to takd place.

Viahos

The weakenlng of the soclety s ab111t1es to produce what 1t needs to

satisfy own needs is pushing Moorlsh soc1ety 1nto lncrea81ngly more
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pronounced, patterps of dependence. We shall look at ‘some of the cleater wo

symptoms; of th1s deepenlng dependence when we turn to an exam1n&t1on of

I

consumpt1on patterns among the Blzan. SRR S S
: l"):;f} R i
2,. ;COUNSUMPTION i
P RSN ST £ by oy /
The harshness of’ env1rqnmenta1 condltlons has condltloned a cert
ol e ok g
asceti¢ attitudé to life in Mooxlsh soclety, under Islamlc guidance this
ek oamed e Letsitogy o
asceticism has developed into .an. ldeolqu of self abnegatlon and perseve—'
. e Tl vt udy e 0
rance in’thé:face of .trials, .In pr1nc1p1e such an 1deology 18 hostlle
‘ sl R wsEY e 3pien

to any’ hedonlst1Cftendenc1es,,and 1n1m1ca1 to all acqulsxtlveness
R :n» f( -‘k"}.‘d P

b 3ot i et o

motivated by ostentation., -, o .
TS i e g )

IEDVIL zveh Gaoris

T

'There 1s an ahgédéte}:pékhaps apecmypha&gbutinpnethelg§§ eloquently
SOEHEONT T st D

illustrative of this official contempt for wealth: ,infgegtaig_families
IR

not ‘g6’ ‘Yong 'ago, so theistory goes, lt Just was not done to wear new

N !

clothes=—such behavior was: considered vulgar, 1n poor taste. So servdnts

P e e
o .
got to wear new clothes. first, When they were no longer new the owneés .
[DNSENIE SETE DR :
were frée to wear them. ..
VESL u sl ense

ThlS ratlonallzatlon of poverty, quite: obv1ously, 1s morally

o ?'\:r oy

functlonal in an'env1rbnment-1n-whlch'people-heve to use a great deal of

N ‘«
i A

energy and considerable ingenuity merely to Survive.ﬂ,on the Place‘ofl

NS (93
actual behav1or, however, the’ ideology. does mot entlrely exclude asplra-
clie

tions to wealth, pomp‘dnd circumstance; after. all, in th1s same unlverse,

. Or: g ot
"'.jf""»'f\.,’ 3:(!( 0

largesse, gener081ty and the ability to spend.without thought of return

TE Y ey

doue Ga

are exalted quallties. '§d‘ﬁodést“though:Lts,resoupceg,gayfbe,pMoqush
SRR N S S S Y L

but 'camels; alPeady soughtTATEET 1§ the. P
o, their attraction reinforced. by. their greater 1‘9-?%&?_@“‘??,-: to the
drought’ of  thie last: séveral years.: Add, to this the fact that since .
1973 dfl§texee”bnwlivestaek,haye!been58uspended,tdp@ighe,fegtqthet‘¢d;zw
% Hekly riich are ‘stampeding to,invest-their;eegetswghwherdeﬁgfbeahelﬁ;
is bound to .appear! not. .so astOunding~after“all,,ﬁAgdrthegwcagg}sfgre_'ﬁ
not the only objeéesfofnspeculatianpopﬁogteqtatidus'aequigltiYegeeshziw

2o

'A rich man, a rich Moor; ¢4 be predise, hasito own iherds of ally

the other types of livestock reared in his region: cows, sheep, = .-:%
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society is neither- immune to 1nequa11t1es Gf - -income, ~mor, 1n these last

several years, is it impervious to an attendant phenomeneu. the incréas— < ..

ing polarization of rich and poor. But how, among the Moors; is wealth‘

defined?

easy. The: Moors are before all else pagtoral nomads. And we have. .. .
£y B o T3 .

Qv‘ =

expatiated ;at, some length on the importance of llvestock in their 11ves._,_

We can therefore dlspense w1th long explanations as to why, from the
R -
p01nt of view of these people belng righ: means above a11 else ownlng

-55-

goats, donkeys. He must also own lots of slaves, and, in the oasis

regions, he'must own-'palm trees, ‘as a matter of course.

. rpeou
SErog

These norms derlved from a rural nastoral c1v1112at10n st111

3

1nf1uence ‘the economic behav1or of a very large maJorlty of Moors.

HoWever, they are in the process of belng superseded by forms of sav1ngs

~and’ wealth accumulatlon dJrectly derlved from the capltallsc world
- TR R

and the town. it has created. The general and steadlly 1ncreas1ng .

RN RTINS

infiltration of 1mported consumer aooos-—raugxng from razor blades and
trafsistor’ radlos to sedans -~ in the day to day llfe of the Moors, )

helps with ' every pat-1ng day to speed up thls change and to w1den its

_scope.

EES I S

Thus the wealthy man of today is likely to have .the bulk of his

posse551ons 1n town, or even abroad He probably is a commercial agent

G FEEIENY

.w1th a monopoly over imports of a partlcular product line (cars, officen '’

equ ipment, mass—consumptlon food items such as mllk couscous9 macaronl,

noodles,'spaghettlj Or he mlght own a real estate bu51ness, enJoylng

Lt

contacts’ w1th the State Marketlng Board whlch is about the only outlet

for large~scale deals.' He .owns houses as well as a luxury car, prefe~ s

rably a'Mercedes?hénaj In addltlon, he owns reta11 shops whlch he

gives to young relat1ves to run.:>F1na11y, he owns 11vestock herds. o
Increas1ng1y, thou0h ‘such herdsAtend to fall 1nto the pastlme category.
They are becomlng what we ady;;edly‘term secondary herds ,'by analo 8y

with European—style secondary res1dences. In other words, the owner of

these ‘herds hires somecne to look dfter them, and as a rule takes no

the

PN S
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I G NN N IS EE N




Ties T

=56~

further notlce of them save dur:no his vacations or hls weekend rest

periods. This st111 puts hm mm a po srtlon to make substantlal prosflts

from the herds, for example by selling a portlon when cond1t10ns ‘are
calds dnuess o ‘

rlghto R i o I B RSN

B e B s oy o e

The existence of these vacatlon-tlme 11vesﬂock herds shews the
limits of the Moorish world's 1ntegrat10n 1nto the capltallst leisure:

market, in the area of nutrltnon, clothlng or: hous:ng
.,_,v,-a .’},!:’ -"-.-,. - Sy o "_ l

A. NUTRITION AND SOCIO—ECONOMIC CHANGE ~ = _%»1l;”<gf‘,,f;.333

BREEY

.,g

In the first part of thls study we 11mned the materlal foundatlons
’ FACARE S .
_of the Moorlsh unlverse, maklng sure to hlghllght the fact that ‘this

soc1ety s productlon system prov:des extremely'sparse food: reésources.
e ‘now proceed to g1ve more prec1ses though stlll génerallﬁed‘frnfarmatlon

reesm s . Lo 1,‘

on nutrltlon and nutrxt1ona1 changes “in- Moorlsh seclety. (Data collected

from an 1nqu1ry w111 provrde a more exact and mote: defailed. pzcuqre)

T I S RN

i W 'shall start by pointing out that the generalfinstitutichel
ff‘ e .r!"..

frame of reference whlch prov1des a context for Moorlsh nutr1t10na1

practices is-the M@leklte varlety of Islamlc fa1th. Thls deucmrn&txon

RS Fo e A .
R ¥ FIRTS:

rioogives explicit rules govern1ng the nutr1t10na1 behav1or of 1ts adherents.

iy .X (ST

The relevant ba51c stlpulatlons are to be found>1n Verses llSrand 116

EERE T S R 3

of the Surat of the Bees, in the Keran.
REEL L T T
TS P FRERRDAN- B e S

"allah- forblds you to consume only these. the flesh bf a dead
= PR iv{'\w‘-

5“'4“‘ - AT ;
SEL Sk oiade s on ;—,.;‘

Ehrut gy e

: 5animal*°bioed, poxk, and whatever has been consecrated £o any but Allah.

Tohoae e g

But whosoever, without intending rebelllon or transgressmn9 38 ¥8rced

-
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1to consumed, such Allah shall forglve h1m and be merc1fu1 unto L.

D ET: B

49705

LRI P

(BlachereﬁT;anslatlon,1966).
Donkeys, mules and horses are not eaten elther, though they are

not-specifically forbxdden. It is prcbable that in this case hablts

NS

carry. more welght than 1egal 1nst1tut10ns.

Islam condonies the eating of all sea—food
Still, this liberal dlspensatlon has fa11ed to root out the long—standlng
preJudlce, qu1te 1ndependent of re11g1ous values, whlch Moers (w1th

the exceptlon of the Imraguen) harbor agalnst fishiwv. -

weel

-, Moorish dletetlcs are very closely 1nsp1red and ¢onditioned by

¢ i~ the:sparseness tyical of the Saharan env1ronment. Accordxng to .

*.popular lore, it 13 preferable to eat a Large quantlty “of ‘a single

staple, just ome a day. The most sought*after fooo item (for hén)

-meat.‘ Thls 1s cooked elther by b0111ng or by roast1no dlrectly in "
sand It 1s also eaten drled or smoked - a form in which it keeps a

, long tlme, apparently w1thout 10s1ng 1ts ‘nutrient value.: Fish.is ..

v

ﬂ_nextremely unpopular among the Moors, who are particularly offended

by its smell. hhere it can be sold fresh, it téndsito:insinuate itself
: S

into urban dlets in the form of the Senegalese ‘dish-called.Cibujen,

RS SER AN

meanlng, in vblof, rice w1th flsh.

N _,.;
71

o Mllk 1s the fundamental staple of tradltldnaB Moorish diet, much

. more. ba31c than meat (51nce the slaughter of ‘animals &s-in fact:rare).

¢ s
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It is drunk fresh or curdled and.diluted, in a copcoction that may be
sugared, and, which is, the national beverage of the Moors——Zrig. Milk
;was in former t;mes almost the only nourlshment of many herdsmen,

syl ety IS

espec1ally duripg, the ralny season, when the anlmals usually produqe

REST SRS

adequate supplies. i

coad

“iAt'such times it was' possible for pedple, especially women, fqollo~

wing ‘the cistom of forced feeding aimed:.afi;fattening. themselves, to.. ..,

' Thls pract1ce of forced feedlng Kas pTayed a very nmportént patt
in Moorlsh soc1allzat10n. Now 1t 13 éY1ng“outifér*reasonS‘both matefial‘
(milk is seereef‘ﬁeeaugéhdf‘fhe'dfﬁﬁght‘ehdjthéHEOnéE§ﬁent de¢ fma¥ion

o ords : Sy e et a e o i e i
of livestock) and cultural (esthetic tastes are changing). ™~ 77 ¢ . F

BT I R

The custom of forced feeding probably has its roots in the ﬁdvefty
{ﬁeﬁééiEafiy associated with the Ssharan enviroment, “in the aﬁxiety
gége¥eted”6§xthfetﬁdﬁerfy,xéﬁa”fn'the ddsire to eééépéﬁiﬁs”ﬁbﬁ& Byéiib
stockpiling feéeres;df'huﬁah;a&{ﬁaéé ti6dde, sémlvhat dFtef fﬁe?faéﬁion
of 'the camel's ‘hump . AE ‘4ny raté, ‘the“tustom has helped” turn’thd: tush

Moorish woman into an idle"créatute, almost an invdlidj"a peedeigeuos?

_,!‘:‘):—;'f.f._g WS AL T Tyl Loy 5 PO AT N T et L P
object whose value is, or rathér used tb be; propdrtional’tsé her corpa-

My I

1ence.

S . PR ,‘-'_;'I‘f’ S U 'ftf,:,". “o e ‘t 135.35 .;.'\ ;35!3.' .y,i

i . . SRR ~

Thls practlce, adeed to the status deflned for womcn by rellglon

2 E e e . 5
v LR oo ‘1 s ; s w, 5

or custom (women being regarded as mlnors in law, women be1ng obllged

to wear voluminous clothing covering up the entire body, etc.), has
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playedta:majorﬁcontrihutory:rolexin relegating women to & marginal: role
at‘alt-leyels-of“aetive life, - “From anxeconomicmpointuoﬁvﬁiew.fihispis
even.more?dysfunctional.when’weuconsider:that these -days, wifth-increasing
sedentarization and urbanization, women are tending to lose.even the
role they had in the production and reproduction of material goods and
(cgltholdvalnesg}n.thevtraditionalﬁ:tn;al milieu, aytole %nclnding the
creatign of tent homes and fyrnituce, and the education of children.
Coming back to the question of milk, we should note that for the

last few years, it has been comlng ma1n1y from commerc1a1 and 1nternat1onal
S BT "l‘j‘. I AR ' ¢ i

ald sources. The reason, once agaln, is the catastrophlc 31tuat10n

ool
RGN

”‘E' ¢ P ,«‘¢

of 11vestock This Shlft in the source of m11k which makes the

ISR Sy ' [ T P S

Moorish wotld even more dependent on 1mports, came about in a matter of .

sitTec, ot 7 H x o Y.,
N R IR S I, R :"’\' L

a few years.
gl omoe L e sy N R T

We can see the same evolutlon when we examlne the other 1ngre-

-+ 7,_ . S . o ; A e s b ,.,: . . o
LA : A A AR SO TR B S

dlents of Moorlsh dlet. For the last couple of decades, r1ce, almost

"U 3( 4

all of 1t 1mported las at leaat partlally replaced mlllet, long

SCERFNES ethe dnnh PR,

Maurltanxa s most coplously consumed cereal staple. The neople of the

R B o BN r-,.

Ksour ateas (Ouadane, Ch1nguett1) prov1de Moor1sh soc1ety w1th about

RARINS SR e B -i:j',,:h AT IT

the only frult it consumes, namely dates. They also make certaln sweet

7

AR R ) N P v L T : T ;.;".:.: Foayg ‘f'(_';

foods from wheat and barley, espec1ally cakes. Flnally, in recent years

water-melons, beans and green vegetables have been introduced in

danaciten owd
different forms 1nto the dlet of the settled agrlcultural populat1ons.

. - . . , . - N
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Dot Ll Do ralts s UL SmLgUAS wan o mone y e E o ey

-



.
Porse
-60-

repayens artt awwdladmvz sor ) Dantony wsdtg s ey winacds

- “rdéhniques £88* pregerving thd” sodiety*s Varidls food items did - ¢

AL

either very'crude” or’ “qafte sfﬁpf& nohéxistent’ ~This is a*ﬁrobiEm LT

obviously deservxng sﬁe&1a1 attent1on, espec1a11y sin&e sédentarltation

has Femoved ébrtdin obstacles connected with noMad§e Horms “guch ds - tﬁe

desiFe o ‘Pedube mobabie  pEoperey to the édpential" minlmum. 2

TR ot A L S wat Sinodngi n“;x; T IR £ 0 S TP N S N g

: Theare 1s, notably, no technlque used in thls society for the long-’

sitkasdged o dbeme st LGB T e videhas L ey gnduse, iR M
term presérvatlon of m11k the only mllk-derlved product processed to
G orcod baababln e ogeidimEl heanovha oeris A ity
last a long time is butter. Yet the fact is that numerous settlements
cntibl cul te BELRUs St 0¥ 20 van e 1V?'nf‘h meonas i B Y weegs [
produce more milk than they consume, espec1a11y in the ra1ny season,
R VA0 AT TCUOM T B Y f'?--"_k-'-”“,"‘»

sometlmes they simply let it go to waste.' |

EINR S AN BTSN Sllnsmon i X ST e Ry daso = ETH
Graln is stored in extremely r1cketty granar1es, usually made of
5o ,-,.d Bowny :. i .‘,.,“;. "71'{,‘ o~ 'A 2 x :"Q

straw, Thls does not always protect the harvest adequately agalnst the

ravages of pests, inclement weather etc.  This' problem-needs ‘¥o. Ba. :
siudfod nd “es it ions dovisgd. TN a e diiean 0 et o
vl ogiyl dreb oo omasl dwaldnoo L it bogenog

It would be 1nappropr1ate to end thls dlscu831on of”Moor1sh diet

'.Z”f ERRES FREI) “.'=' : st 'vi".! i ‘.%F:’" RRLNELY ; [ "\t.f 3!‘ :
without mentlonlng tea. Tea is a beverage of relatlvely recent vrntage
L XBVES R I L A . T S A AN LA LA S S N EAE s T

in Moorlsh 11fe, hav1ng been 1ntroduced from Morocco around the mlddle

Eondug o pd nnemge o SEPRET A " UL et yaboor

of the l9th century by the Oulad Bou Sba (Lerlche 1951) But it has
waelU O hay e e Pl v Edaia ano I TP BT T TN P I P o 3 gL
grown into a prime 1ngred1ent in Maur1tan1a day to day life. EnJoylng

: - PR el LA
\'(x AR Pt gy il Hngs

pride of place in family consumer budgets (Andrlanamana 1979), tea ls‘no ”

longer s{ﬁﬁffﬁé*food”ftéﬁ;idé”ﬁﬁs’téatﬁed“the”highly'dfgn{fiéd=stdtus of
a $ocidl ‘ritual. " Tt ‘Ys nthing Teds thar “the’ ‘standard dccompan1ﬁent ‘of

every conversation and every reception,’the.drink every visitor is

offered.
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More clearly than any other product tea symbollzes the 1ncrea81ng

L Yo

and ev1dent1y 1rreverszb1e dependence of Moorlsh soc1ety on the 1mport

i n it M

marget: For tea, the nat1ona1 beverage of the Moors, is actually

<. ;}‘

imported green tea leaves from the People 5 Republlc of Ch1na, sugar |

..... ¢ ;
VSR FULEN

‘mostly from the European Common Market. In the 1950 s the Maur1tan1an
Youth Assoc1at10n (A J.M. ), embryo of a Maurltanlan nat10nal conscious=~

e

ness, seemed to sense in a rather 1nchoate way the strangeness of th1s
e P TET in o

31tuat10n.' compar1ng tea to a sedat1ve du111ng the people s flghtlng
ARSIy b

sp1r1t, the Assoc1at10n advocated 11m1t1ng the standard number of

glasses offered at tea-drlnklng se351ons to two 1nstead of the' three

;‘-.:1-1 e

requ1red by convent10na1 propriety.

The same trend toward dependence 1s dlscernlble in the evolutlon

- +

of taste in matters of dress and hou51ng

B. DRESS AND SOCIO ECONOMIC CHANGE

monopollst1c hold of the so—called "Gulnea fabrlc , whose dark blue dye

[ S A ‘ 3
fades rlght on to the wearer 's sk1n, g1v1ng rise to the’ exot1c tour1st1c

stereotype of the MOOrs as the "blue people" ‘ In recent years,'however;'

under the 1nf1uence of styles and models spread by the urban’ lelsure

classes, Moorlsh dress fash1ons have become hlghly dlvers1f1ed : They

have also become hlghly expen31ve.
i o h? g':ﬁ‘-{jii:f‘j\_, EEE e e, - Lo

. Thls rlse in consumer demand 1s not. backed by any 1ncrease in

Y N .;{r, - i .;, Qe T
v

local textlle productlon, 1n fact it 1s not backed by any local textile
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"clothes, the practlce was to use. just as much material ‘as was functio-

profitable “From the faahlon—de81grers

-62- .

Péh dEd not

production, period. In tradltlona

1 Moorishy society?chi

usually wear any clothes at all ,thezege;gfAeightﬂof»ﬁéﬁ,”éor adult

IR

e T
g fgs (R TRMIE E LA

. . G et
‘nally necessary. As a result tne women’ e 91ha£@(singularr*'melhafﬁﬁ

; B
RAPRESLE ¥ R

and the men's drar c (s1ngu1ar' darrea) were-not halfias cdpacious as

Celepowpd o REED T N
they now are. And members of che soc1ety generallytook palns ‘to dde
s o AR | - s

v vap

inlmported fabrlcs as economlcally as. p0$81h e, 80" thati, for: mnstance,

w e i
""'¢>1\ has

not’so long ago the baga] trousers worn by men, {(call ea"fggggi;*pluralz

gserawil), used to be made w1th recycled materlal salvaged from. nhelr

wives' and siters" cast—off mlahaf rodes. Iodey, howgver,, we see.a X

a8

-drvexsif1cat10n in quailty and an lncrea e inf__“;(y :rof clothing "

materfalioften patently borderlng on the asti ‘icialz technicolor~;;u+7

i

fabries ate in vogue, oxdlnary end re]at1ve1y 1nexpen31ve fabrlcs fa.;

cotto#” percale bouooo costs 500 to 5'0 oubﬂ“re) 3re stead11y L031ng put
: i e agihi T ¥ . ’

to ‘more ‘éxpensive fabrlcs. The change S teetes_Ls douotleeshmope L

(a hand—embrci—w'

“ored "Bhzin™ fabric Boubou can cost 5 OuO ougulva and LeVen moTe)s:it i
capraLpBal il =S ' '

Such an evolutlon may have sonethlng to recommend-it o ‘the view~

polnts of comfort and aesthetlc taste' but. it certainky tightens the ™

RN ““.z'r»._v_, R -

oo i £
b s F R C
~Od TN

advantage of the fashlon 1ndustry.; ‘ . s TR eLiERn
o i F,,"'a':.-} TS TRIR W ) A Poveodn e {‘” vl
T e et gt i
We come up agalnep thls sane rising itrend toviard ostentatxous tastes
JIs -i* oo [ -:n 0,

when we turn to an examlnammon of changesin ¢he area of housing.

i DU RN
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C. HOUSING AND SOCIO~ECONOMIC CHANGE

In the rural Moorish milieu;'tﬁe traditional house is the rectangu-

lar tent of sheep's-wool material.

being aboyt 7 meters by 103

s1ng1e tent. .

.Only impdrtant‘notaﬁles occa 1ona11y have two each.»

B \.1

(1

o

Its dimensions vary,_the standard

In

¥
gt
[N

i,

NoTmally;- each 1ndependent famlly owng .a .

)

such _cases the, second: tent” serves as guest quarters for pas31ng v131tors.

or a student dormltory.

‘The tent:'is made by a young womaﬁ 'S relatlves when she leaves herf ol

:.am:_ly hone; to live with her hu sband.
telyiwoven woplen strlps, and every two or three vearé the tent 1s

repairedﬁﬁrts¢wdrnéout strlpsubexng replaced w1th new.

oy I

By

It is sewn together from_separa—

3

In times past

the wool . requrred in tent-maiing could e3511y be obtalned by shearlng

a flock of:isheep (everyoﬂe had. sonme. heep) by purcha51ng the negessary,

quan” .ty of wool, or by gettlng it as a glft' the work requlred was done

by communal labor (toulza)w1th the women of a settlement part:.c1.pat::1:-ng«.,u

{
| .

But these idays, on .account of the drougkt and 1ts consequences, wool . has

become muchi harder to- f»lnd'
alread= i "

dented sedentarlzatlon movement'

1977).

wliEnt m

'

-4

These changes have affected hou si ng pattevhs;

There hao been a ..
oy ,',:\’VM

e L

populatlon of 5 867 people in 1961 to 134,986 in: 1977 ("Second Re

" AS we have already nottd the drought has; -

for 1nstance, Nouakchott grew from a

“ J(,\"‘

sults
i i

rapid decllne in. the: constructlon of woolen tenta, whlle that of whlte

b
B

bk

u

Sy .‘
SR

z'{Ve rural depopulatlon coupled w1th an unprece~=ﬂ*

[
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alonghroih 3§ ,ﬁf R TR . co¥
canvas tents has risen. The canvas tént isof luxury qdélit??ﬁhen"it

Sl dop H;{sw' o

comes from Eastern Maurltanla,xﬁhere 1t i made of strips- of fabric- .
imported from Mali's Goundam rééigﬁéﬁﬁﬁéﬁ?mﬁﬂé”6f'recyc1ed material it .

SRTIL B T A S . . .
is of modest qﬁai1tyz'“Sﬁdanese*typeﬂstraw:hut@ 3re.also on the rise, as

Mo P i3

are shanties pué together £rot bits and pieces;, .80; rmuch in ev1dence 1n

the Capital's slums.

R

“ﬁﬁﬁfo1d1ng rather ‘suddenly in-the catagtrophic condlthns of the
drought "yed¥d O the "1976 s thesevolution in - the. ‘way the Moors relate to.

théi?liiéin’VSpadé ‘Ha 8" happened| iquite:clearly, in.a 4ec1ded1y sponta- ;

|
neous’ manner, “4ithdtt the- controlling influence: of . .any, plannlng or - ‘
orien%a%iﬁﬁj%g%%éiﬁihAﬁ@”théfecélbgicalgpsqeiological,,,sygholqgical i

";"; Lyf7 A :
and othé} conseqhennes of ‘this evolution have not bgen fully evaluated |

A

Something might have been done~-~perhaps something could stillbe.... |

dono~-at 1east 'in ‘the ¥Pan | ‘denters;’ to.turn:the architectural and c1ty—

4

piénniﬁégEéfftégeJSFQEHEJGId?S&haran?cities7tQ;gqod account; or evep to

put to good ‘use’dtchédlégical: information on the medieval towns, moy |

vaﬁ{ég%dfﬁiik;“féé&oﬁﬁf or Kumbi:Saleh. . Such an. initiative would be f

o JTESd @vi it Ry
informed by a spéecial’$énsitivity to the need to conserve the natural,
esthetic and social environmehf-throughacrea;iveﬁuaczgf.1oqa}hmaterials

R S T
etC. " o By smea ol fersres -

i

d oo £

" We are compelléﬁftﬁ ‘adwi't ‘that city. planning and arch1tecture Ln

Yy

Mauriééﬁiﬁffbééyjé¥% not ‘informed by -any such sentivity. Architectyre

vl §

Fo CEIO D Bt mrmgl e . .
and CIty‘ﬁlanhiﬁg“areJﬁolallﬁﬁntenﬁSnandﬁpurpqgesrgn@gyvnoﬁqontrqli,which
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is to say that their development is at the mercy of wealhy 1nd1v1duals.

And the chlef preqcaupatlon 6f "guch” 1nd1v1duals is assuredly not the

AL :':, "é oy J‘,l'i B

Ry

conservethnlofﬁtge Mauritanrén*envlronment.

PR S S ST L
A IR )

oy

The urban env1ronment of a clty such as Nouakchott (J.Ra Pitte,

1975), isg .an-eloquent" obJeet lesson on the results attendant on mavericék

AR
urbanization andfsPeculatlon.

Where individual choice is concerned; that»is tc say, at thé level

. . 5 ' i . [ '.; o o a . . Yo me o
of individuals with-sufficient income to have freedom of . choice, we' find
e F =\,,‘.§".'f"_'! B s N '

the, same  tendency tbidverweening ostentation we have seen several times"-

s

before;..the richest people bu11d multl-story v1llas w1th -maybe -fifteen -

i hia o
rooms, among.which the most 1mportant, lxke 80 many dlsplay w1ndows,'

exist ito serve oily one’ purpose. to glve the world out81de _something to’

P S S ,4.\-"1

gapematﬂjﬁuﬂ,yiir} 7
» . N oA i o YTy -
i R S R i

et

In the:choicé‘of'furnfture”eud”household utensils. traditionalv“"i”*

o P St At

products are 3130-1ncre331ny1y desp1sed, and the market 1s flooded with®

,.,‘ i

1mported-art1facts ‘and Junk from the lndustrlal soc1et1es.ﬁ traditional -

wooden bowls havé béen: supplanted by enamelled steel plates from Chlna

;L‘ P

or Moroccoy.iintheé ‘ténts of nomads goatskln leather-bottles ,have been -

replaced%wlth‘metal”kegs and rubber barrels. et
’ . TS 1 IR ) A
I TIPS Cegr UL ke e

Housfng also, ev1dently, is going through the same kinds of changes

affecting the totality of Moorish consumptlon patterns. . Moorish soeciety

. \t'
ﬂi!:.f‘

is by necéssity: austefe in its conSumptlon hablts,”.But it.has-had chnei

imposed on ‘it, With thé help of models allen to 1t, rhythms and. .types of ©

R PR
R o T Toke TR
gy o

yio

I SN N Sk . N N IS IS BN BN BN BN B S BN BN I S
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consutiption pattexns which are putting it entirely at the mercy of the
L R N E R e h R R g

world markets /" i o .o Lo
EEREE RPN TR LI A
. AN s WVIOLE D oo :):'5 2 Ll 5 :
B S RS S D e S St 3 1

The most dlsturblng aspéetof this, transformatlon is that far from

T et

acting cons1st£ntly ‘decording: to. the logic of. capltallst developme?t,
Pl R oy e
Moorish SOCIety isin Fact preverving, and-reinforcing types of ecogomch”A‘
behav1or (such ‘ds 'thé ‘destructive indulgence .of . lusury tastgez tﬁéwi.dijuv)
giv1ng of glfts)“derxvéd from ‘pre-capitaliss, eyen ant1~cap1tali;t EE
JFav gn R T r

institutions’ (marr1age érrangementsr tyibal k;pshlp) Thls 1s the

(59

dysfuncfibﬁswe”fﬁEEﬁH?td?&aywbare'in~a'mnrewdetaéled scrutlng of the '

R S 1 R

mechanlsms of propérty ¢krculation and d;strletlon 1n Moo§1sh aoc1ety.

BRI

3. CIRCﬂLATION o DISTRIBUTION-~v TR N T
L e BTN f o : it n

UHOOT epeton i g -
In thls last sectloﬂ of’our surbey of the: materlal baaea qf ngglsh

‘é' - g
\,J J.L_'. o

11fe, we shall f1rst of a11 say a few‘words about. tramsportation megyg\,'

a3

-

and modes. Then we shall prov1de a brief ‘overview.-of relatiopships ..

L

between the market and non-market economies, our purpose h9;33t901¢e¢»fa

clarify further ‘the coﬁclddingrremarks Just made about consumptlon

patterns; EREE A P S "
s T i PR
A. TRANSPORTATION MEANS AND MODES © SR i
eroo :']'_‘f N ,r; B A‘J.fff e

Several times in the course of the precedlng parts of our expowkiy

'V.luf"al

{tlon, we stressed the role played by trans—Saharan exchanges énaxttadef

REEE N ERR TS S [50a% o CRE N e BT UP.

SO e Y e ym
1n the precolon1a1 area. ' RS Sejain
S e e I SR R0 gie T : "\‘4:"& I
' o el "’

The caravan trade ran prlnc1pa11y along a North—gbuth axig, inter-

linking a number of sometlmes very actlve market-citiek. | ““Akimed Oul ‘Alamin,
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author of El Wasit (1911) informs us that. at the.peak . of its. prosperity:ung o
e e el NERSE T SO AL S CEoan s PR G ;

TS AR R mat i

Chinguetti could despatch caravans of 30,000 camels to the Idjil salt » e .

mines. The flgure is poss1b1y somewhat hyperbollc. St111 1t 1s

- : R -

noteworthy that at TlmbUnCu the grand total of the Kounta clan 8.

camels despatched to fetch salt from Toadenn1 (Azall) could ea811y

reach 5 000 to 6 000 head as recently as the 1950 s (Genlevre 1947)

L

Tradition has it that in the 16th century, when T1ch1tt was a walled

. . e A R
Fens o

battlemented c1ty - 1t is now three-quarters in rulns -~ caravans were‘_t
at times obllged to walt in very 1ong 11nes to get unloaded Even e

.
,_' Lo r, ,..5 BN *

1eav1ng a31de the great trans-Saharan caravans, we mlght ment1on the‘v

------ 5 R TS

numerous small convoys made up of a few camels and even _asses; _such e

convoys traditionally made it possible for pastoral nomads to go
shopping  in town for“c1othe§:*tea“andwa.fewwprovisions,'mainly cereals,
at the beginning -of ‘the’ dty season, in the lean period before the

harvest season, " '
It is clear, then, that formerly caravan transport played a

pr1nc1pa1 part in the soc1o—econom1c 11fe of the Moors, first by

virtue of its role in the exchange trade, secondly on account of the

business it generated in the Saharan stat10n~towns, and thlrdly by

its impact; on animal husbandry. :- .-+

Caravahn’ transport, " ‘ahd speclflcally trans-Saharan caravan transport,

lost ground steadily as trade with European mercants deveIOped on the h

Atlantic coast and algng: the:Senmegal River, = @ = '
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Three subsequent developments have knocked 1t out.deﬁlnlﬁxvely ithe

Q-
s et om0

" First was colonlalism, harb1nger of the automoblle,, theusecond was'the

drought, and the third was the recent war. In its descentllnto ruin

nT

el

the ‘¢aravah’ ‘trade. dragged~down with it 511 those centers not readily

R LA I 0
accesg;ble by moter.tramsport. - RIS in Splte of the fact that numerouﬁ
rrmed .r e v iDRESL.
placee gtlll.eXLSt which. for. d‘idng ‘time to ccme w111 rema1n 1naccess1b1e
ot Gy oadpT wne X5 AT

to anythxng but .animak:transport.: What™ needa ‘to be reﬁembered is thdt

. B . e RS
co o b RN e

1n qrde; tol;essaniate these! ancient catavan c1t1es that are now -

TR z‘. e r

dylng out, like Ouadane, Chinguetti, Tichitt, Oualata, a way has to be -

RIS o (PR S PR S

found to glve them back at least a.modacum oﬁ‘theyf ipast EUnct1on as

o x.f‘ 3 &%y -
transportatxon centers -- even if all that-can bé done' at "Phie "Homent
RS "51 PR o X

is to turn them 1nto modestly act;vextourlst cenhers""
I :

sty Fus

Changes in transportat;qn means and . modes are largely'responslble
, if A EEE
for the deterloratlon of the Moorlsh .society’s. 1ifé-sty1e an& producdi—

PR SRT RS . v

Vityo N .y . PO T [SRERRT S F '5“‘“3\,“‘ ',;i;’.':jb e

- e et
N N TS P

f ‘ LBl

The building of roads, the introduction of motor transport, the

"'.;.

coming of the locomotlve and theuairplanegnellwthe%e?inﬁb@ﬁtihﬁﬁjﬁéve

i oy EETY R

had a dec1sive Jmpact on, tradltlonal mxgratOry~channe1s, nomadlﬂn

[T R TS S RN
.." LA e . .
sk | TR PTR I

and sedentarxzatlon, and s1gna11y tglnsfocmed;soclal feIatlans.;

Ity I
5 TR
-L"" v - :,rti

(There are, for 1nstanc.e, 1nc]reaa ingly, greater ﬁopportututleé beckonlng

.t :zrsti‘-xL-“.
; .r.( ‘E‘ o

dependent people, the young,. and vomensetas break' free” of tradit1onaf o
bonds of subJectlon) . The reletlye ;nsulatlon,and 1solat1on whlch Lazaw

urrabhilon ool

until the 1950 8, typlfled the Moorish unlverse, have now in a really

profound sense been shattered. And the market economy, long confined

st
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to the c1t1es and thelr 1mmed1ate outsklrts, has begun to 1nf11trate 1nto

R : Cliempnde . cte o AT : Es

every corner of the soc1ety

e P Voo *

B. EIHE MARKET ECONOMY AS RELATED: TQ. OTHER FORMS OF DISTRIBUTION--

:v ‘Ihe exchange’ system: in' traditional Moorish society ‘dependsd
-larselyzan~gift~8iving’andnthe;aoneféciprocalfpéyméh%mof”ééftéiﬁ fees=t
or at'any: rane the .payment 'of fees- thhout Lany 1mmed1ate return. “The
effects ofithis traditional systémﬁaie'Stillsopefativethﬁtbda&“s*uthan;i

SedentﬂrYHSOCiEEYU R TS A S e ¥ AR O I S

Servants and the - young are obllged accordlng to the system, to

Dopenv. s ® AT !r'
pay dues‘in klnd or 1n the form of labor to thelr masters and elders,
Fa - boedt BRI B B O

subject groups and c11ents owe trlbute and glftsto the1r overlords.

: : R T S e
In return, the masters must maintain their prestlge through

demonstrat1ng a f1a1r for generoue;behav1or, by support1ng grlots

(chroniclers and poets), needy parents and indigent dependents, for

R e S T I O

instanc”eﬁ. B D ER I S L R

Llfe ’s maJor rltes of passage (baptlsm, marrlage, death etc )
-~ - . i, .
are celebrated ‘with expen31ve feasts, such feasts are, for the rullng

- LR RT Y- 3 : L
group in Moorlsh socxety, occa51ons ‘for income redlstrxbutlon. But

,‘t.,,

these ceIebratlons are now subJect to such 1ntense 1nf1at10nary pressures

S S
,,,,,,

that the custom of redlstrlhutlon has lost touch w1th 1ts trad1t10nal

. e o

functlon as a precio”s occasxon for the affirmatlon of group solldarlty.

s ‘ i .t P f
TIE E  ¥ 0 QEPTEY; B ST, ot oerent e nboed Fii
G b P oy wmeren b we ez it e ot ! ! '
JRTSYY R ¥ SN TR S S O PRt S SRR S
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We shall postpone till later the detailed di scussion of these

B g T At g R T L S I g o S ST SR
ceremonial exehange s Let Us simply staté-'tha't-B‘ecaése-*ﬁhe;Se *exch’aﬂﬁg»es 3L

o

have evolved ‘fnto’ cash transa:ctions ‘under mcreas:mg pré ssufe from the
market economy, théy are in the'préééss of 16sing’ their mheaning as /s .
genuine:-‘ma:iif:e'stat‘ions;‘;of—;_th;e Mqo,r-i»gb;_rsoeietylp ngtwpgg_;pgﬁa_;}jagges_

and solidarity. ;elat:.owa‘m:g& Instead, the ceremonial exchanges; ins e e

creasihgly express the Moorish:gsociety.'s entanglement:in. the European ..,

originated market.udiverse -+:and this in the: most wasteful way posaible.

“We*now comé to” thé” énd "4¢ but éxdiindtioh” of "the economic bases 4

P R T L B A L T N e D T e o T A SV T
of Moorish society, 'an ‘examination’in which wei’-h%ye ‘discussed in‘sequence
g Tyt P N AU T O St N T S Y T Ve Ny SR LR

the society's ﬁro&'uc%mn patterns, its ¢onsumptiofihabits, and the' way -

3 ool PR . .
o . SATTYoo onpoaer ie P A R N L R R R Tt B T el R T TS R A
it circulates and dlstrfbutes wealth., RNt S SRR Rt

T T, e FA T 7 D Y S P i ‘Af‘_}f':"

To round out this ‘brlef dlscussmn, a few statements are m order'

ok ae st iagysesh
Our argument could give rise to a susplcmn that we are attemptmg

to 'rehébil'itla'"'te' ’th‘e" c’,'on'e"'e"p't' of Tgelf-reliant subbisterce. Tn Fact such
viov: Pyt o e b s Ak et e r foore T A
a suspicmn 1s part 1aI1y Justlfied ' Sé1f-reliant ‘subsidtence = the /i

¥

ability independently to meet one's subsisténcé needs - may ‘noti‘be i i

exactly synonymous with prosperity: butu;ut does at .least mean; ~mdepen-= r

dence and self gic' ney. Now the problems we have been cataloglng
& O S N ?in P 5% K T

throughqut the precedlng pages are essentlally problems a_ndT d1ff1cu1t1es
~~~~~ LR Lan o T

arlsmg from tle de structlon of a system Wthh prev:.ously subs:Lsted
sew b loaed poyd s

.on.its \an‘resgqgces:z We would therefore be mchned to assert that

;s,bf vl RIETLE S e

TRGELeT oy B d R e utamnes D0 T T ENCE T OIS &
; N T ESKIRIAH I R NS RETLE v Sl ol SR IS &
.
yree . 5 A o . . - ' :
RALL 4 1 e b4 1 B I 8¢ ¥ YRR A Fah FEE N
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if today- the . Ssystem 1s characterlzed at a number of Points by the: existence
of developmental blocks and bottlenecks, thls is only because “the ! systemuﬁg

itself in. 1ts entlrety has had 1ts development blocKed: R -

fre

In~ ‘saying this, we have no. 1ntent10n of 91v1ng the old system

a halo 6f perfectiony nor,oﬁ 1end1ng 1t thesanct1&yof martyrdom. W e

5

have, as a matter of record, dlscussed that old soc1ety s shortcom1ngs,

its weaknesses, its. contradlctlons. In addltlon, we have recapltulated v
the part. played by the drought and the recent war 1n the process of

EE RN

‘f;_v

L"r.
destructlonVWhlch has reduced Moorlsh soc1ety ‘frofi the vigorous: autonomy

it enloyed 1n tlmes paam to a dependence on therworld mafket economy

oy
NG

which grows more pronounced with every pass1ng day. ‘A11 we noy.:intend .
to do 1s to p01nt out where the maJor respon31b11ity 1n thls protess; -

_of destructlon belongs. SURIEEEEAEEIY I (P

N

The . ana1y51s of Moorlsh soc1a1 organlzatlon w111 enhance our

ab111ty to evaluate the effects and the 11m1ts of the: society'’s: 1nvolve—

ment in the world market economy. T ST S

IF. ﬂOORISH'SOCIAL.ORGANIZATQON

ST

Several times in the pteceding. pages we have adumbrated the
organlzatlonai complex1ty'of Moorish scciety. Thls soc1ety is charac—'

terlzed by a tangIed web ‘of dependency relatlonshlps, alleglances and

hd B

a111ances, ‘all products-of*a history, br1mm1ng w1th a11 klnds of confllcts.

RIS ] .

These relationships govern the lives of all members of thls society |

without exception, no matter what their rank. The social structures g
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and the psychvlogical :‘a'-ttitqd?'es‘ﬂffthéy»-‘geﬁe‘ra‘fe ‘are ‘closely connected With -
the organization of the' society's materidl founddtions, whicl we have

just describedi But theéeieocialiétrnétukeshﬁnd'psyehofogieél‘attith&es
also seem to have gredtetr stayifig’ power ‘than their matéFial Underpinnings =
in the debtructive confrontation with' thé conquering market ceotiony .

They manage’to sUivivé even' when thiéir material foundations havé’ comple~ '

tely disappeared, 'HiviC N RN R L SO TOS ST BT G A S SO R
In our continuing exp051tion, we shall first examlne problems related
- e e : g [ L RPN
to 1nd1v1dual behav1or, kinshlp and power. After that we shall proceed
Lase g S PR ST IS PR S TR
to the analys1s of Moorlsh soc1a1 stratification.
I PRIt BN IF (NS TEOI ¥ ST S RS SUREE T ST A S TS DA
1. KINSHIP AND POWER ‘ , e
DrE da i ASL o TS ST S R I S SRR A

Specific manifestations of_indiyiguglism;exist,ianoorishﬁﬁociety;m b
but the society as such does not recognize individuals. In this milieg

T yio 7

all persons from the moment of birth themselves 1nvolved 1n a nexus of

VT SRS SPRE

relatlonships determined chiefly by klnshlp.» ”

A, THE Fail¥ -0 oo e
The monogamous family is the basic unit of Moorish society (de AR
Chassey 1977, 1979).leaghjfamiLy,is,clearly:differentiated from others
in spetial;te;ms,‘a;gami;x“nogmaliyghaving;one;tent to.itself. . Though. -
multiple, bonds .unite it with.larger collective groups such as the--.
settlement, :the section.and. thertxibe, each. family in principle manages:
its own affairs;in complete-autonomy, under:the husbands .control. In- the . .-
traditional milieu this unit very often included one or several dependents,

mostly slaves.
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Data relatlng to the Moorlsh fam11y and 1ts ‘size need to be handled
with care,if.. they are to y1e1d useful 1nformat10n. This is especially . .
true in. the case of data‘on household consumpt1on patterns. “'We could -
cite figures from the 1964 SEDES study to the effect thdt among nomadic -
Moors the -average. fam11y comprlses 4 2 persons, accordlng to 1977
national census figures, howewer, the flgure is 4.84 ("Second Results'
1977) .We could also, follow1ng the example of the same 1977 census,. -
hlghllght the contrast, when the total Mauritanian- populatlon is taken
into account, between nomads and ‘settléd populations, among. whom the Lo
average family size is 5.88 persons; between-Mbors.andxﬁlack.Maur;tan;ans
(the average figure is almost 8 persons among the Sonlnkes of Guldlmakha,
and morethan 6. among the .Pylar farmers of Gorgol) between rural and =

urban’ pOpulatlons (famllles are. smaller on the average in Nouakchott and

the miﬁingftowns‘of‘Zouerate and‘Nonadhlbou);

It is easy to forget that in 'the current. s1tuat10n of Moorlsh

L F- T o

society, and under prevalent norms governing relatlonshlps between its

Lt
RN

different. members, these flgures are useful only as approx1mat10ns, it

would.. be.qulte wrong to draw 1nferences from them about, 88y, famlly

2

The fact is..that. Mporlsh socletw has alwaysyrespected and continties
to ‘tespect the. demands: of soc1a1 solldarlty and gener051ty. HOSpltallty;“
for ifstance, ‘is a; duty.,, . And these demands often embrace qulte a number
Tof persons. :As:d result, any . economlc calculatlon based on precise

numerical data is not merely 1mpos51b1e——1t is pract1ca11y almless,




" telstionshipst - the-iq

-l

becaqpemghg_ggpialnactqrs themselves have neither the desire nor the
B L I R o N R A T N TR I g :

PO A F e A

option of plamping their budgets in any way.

06 takevan example: .in the.nomadic-settlements, if .a .person happens
to rééé£Ve”gifts;fbr¥takes,deliVeryvof,aqponsignment;qf,gqus,;hefisj
obliged:to’'share’ them with all his neighbors. . By the same token bgryysggy
routinely dét asideipart of-his. income: for the upkeep of his Qgpgpdeqtgws_

k]

ana‘needy:fela‘ti‘ves et ».: NI . Do PR e T, e Tyt

New;exigencies come in the wake of urbanizétibn“aﬁdeedeﬁﬁafiZaﬁionﬁ
Fdeihﬁta;éhyneberything.hasbtbwbewpurchased,éand=Qhere“apg:ngy[negds to
be met. NéVierthelessy the norms of solidarity derived from the tradi-
ti%héﬂ?iﬁli%&:aréiStilbmquite:we&ﬂgpreseryedQ_gspepial;yfgmgggtgbgéw&,qkw
poditést jstratar mumerous households offer hospitality to brothers, .
nephiewsy cdusins, 'dnd treat them. just like part of the family,. . . ..

EEETS AL AU BT ol e ST R T U ST RS B , i
It needs to be pointed out, that this system;’ like-the :entire.‘e¢ono=
mic andlsoc1a1 organlzéﬁion ‘of the’ Moors, is showing increasingly:patent-
31gns éf stress. The' ‘most dependable pilla¥s of thé sodiety; especially’
theb%hlésﬁgOVerhing'mattimnniai<alliancessahaveugope,througb}somg,rgg%%x’
chahges’ iti retent years. . ' [saiva wne

7 R Eorert ey

uAmong the Mooré'females used tradltlonally ‘to get married early, -~

: o ("\.’”’ e ,,| .
sometlmes as young as 12 or 13 meti | married relatively late, between -the
ages of 25 and 30 as ‘a‘tule’ (Beyrles 1937) .- And it ‘was almost mandatory

among the noblllty" ‘that marriages involve cértain preferred kinship

ﬂﬂégquas_gqrﬁ;he}groqm“to marryma'pafallel patérinal

Rt
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cousin (Fe FP). .As, a general rule, marrlages were arranged by parents.
Dowry was paid in kind (livestock) to the brlde s parents, who:in turn
used lt to establlsh the newly—marrled household " As long ago as 1937,

the colonlal admlnlstrator Beyrles Wroté'about - the rapidity w1th Whlch

cEy e
AEFRTIN

all these rules were changlng.' Parentsﬁare beginning to lqse.thelr

i v

prero%atruei, men are marrylng earller, inéreasingly ch0051ng thelr own

brides, while young women on the1r part’ marry later :and, sometlmes reJect

(3)

the husbands forced on them.

w J:ﬂ.,‘»; PSRN S T

o Thrs evolution was instigated:hy colonialism: .the colonial govern-

mentfand lts School system progre381ve1y subverted the. authorlty of

traditional educatlon, respect for parental control and the authorlty of

I

elders weakened. All these changes have freed-the: marrlage market from

DI

old controls. At the same tlme *he systen has been: laid open _to pene-

e
A

tratlon by the cash economy. The resulting conoatenatlon.of factors has

subJected the dowry to such ‘intense 1nflat10nary pressures that these

days, in certaln marrlages, ‘the figures are 31mp1y out of 31ght. The

l" i

number of guests 1ny1ted to wedd1ng banquets easily exceeds a thousand.
Other phenomena such as polygamy and marital instability may, at 1east

partially, be explained by reference to these same. factors of‘change.

(A 1954‘study'of"thé'Central Senegal Basin showed that even then Moorish

5:“1} D ORI

women contracted l 32 marrlages each on. the average)
\“‘nj .. ‘, .

RN

r
~

(3) 1954 study cited in Boutillier et. al.,c La Moyenne Vallée du §enegal,
s 1801962, - quotes the average age of Moorish women at the:time' of .their
first marriage as between 23 and.28. years.




-76~

S EaE ". o
The rural exodus -and the sedentarlzatlon movement of recent years

,’Tf:"-r L.l:,g'r

have 31mp1y accelerated a. drrft already under way. ? The: influx lnto the

L SO BN
urban centers, 1nvolV1ng young men for the most part, “has worsened the

RSN

imbalance in the sex ratro:E 1n the large urban cehters it has, put men

S e

j 1 (‘\r\

"ri’the: ‘one’ hand thlS fllght from thie rnral*areas to the urban ‘centers

{r- r;- Ve TR

boosts the inflationary rise of the dowry, ‘worsens lnstablllty w1th1n

'<fam111es, and aggravates the cont1nu1ng subversion of tradltlonal marr1age

R AE
N

norms.,non the other h w*d 1t condémns bev;es of rural women, supposediy

: ’Ju, .
waltlng for cousins who have long since: vanlshed w1th the urban “influx,
o SRS E
.»nghpermanent splnsterhOOd-wa e RS e G

RTI
Friey

e - What needs to be recoganed ig the. fact that Moorlsh communaliSm"
: Ui,
7 to- iadopt the term used by Jullus’NYERERE to,descrlbe forms “of solidarlty

i typical of. Afrlcan socletles (Y. 'Benot 1972) - together w1th "{t5 mains—

soAr
:

pang,gklngroup marrlage, whether ‘we commend 1t as a p081t1ve eéhos
i r b ey
: "y
unxting people w1th1n Moorlsh civilization, or “ondemn 1t as’ a negatlve
L ¥ 3 .

“igurvival, blocklng the road to’ deVelopment, 1s at the‘moment undergoing

i

transformatlon whlch seem “destined ‘to -destroy 1t altogether.( i

T LT r X

. 4 1, V

s . .
o

o

wates drad

e - (4) The weakenlng of klnshlp-crlterla in Moorlsh marriage practices is

~a1ready megtloned in the study" by Boutillier et al.: only 37% of
.. marriages surveyed were kin. marrlages. Of thése 27%. were between
“rigousins. four tlmes and six tlmes temoved. Among the Peulhs the

_,comparatlve flgure is 6573 ﬁor the Ioucouleurs it'is 56.5%.

A cavédt:” «38%, of the Moorish sample surveyed \@as . made up of farm
workers, i.e mostly Haratin;'for. whom the 1mperat1ves of Kin-group
marriage are not of any great lmportance. SRR T T 4

T



Rt e

“Yet, Wwé shall doubtless bei told, larger-scale manlfestatlons of the

kinshlpdbased“communal spirit, isuch.as . trlballsm and reg10nal1sm

s 1‘

whose negat1Ve effects ‘on development- everyone. recognlses, are far from

R T N

dylng out; in fact they are spreading and expand;ng,

. Tms ww Mty U o

The truth is that Moorlsh soclety presents ‘{tsel® and’ concieVes ofiw
1tse1f as a gatherlng of trlbes. 'Evepy individual identifies and projects

h1mse1f as a member of a tribal - ‘group.
On the surface this hbtiah'of“éfibai edherence'may»Seem“sinplefenough.

SN ' .
- i

But on examination it turns out to suhsune'ektremeiy’vﬁried*me@ningswny
A tribe means first of all a name; more than a name, it means a

1abe1 reachlng back to a common ancestor. Every Moor reputedly befongs

to.a spec1f1c _eponymous Oulad (llterally "Sons" in Hassani language) or

an. Id ("Sons" in Berher) We use the word label adv1sed1y, ‘because 1in
fact the clalm of descent fron‘a common.ancestor is’ generally true for:
only a 11m1ted fractlon of the tr1be s actual members. For instance;: in
1944 out of the 1579 tent households belonglng to ‘the Oulad:Ebieri::
tribe, only 280 fam111es were strlctly speaklng ‘considered to be descen-
dents of the eponymous ancestor. The remalnder comprxsed ‘ifimigrants, .
rdependents, freed slaves, artisans et al (Dﬁbi§”1953,”quoted in-Chassey
1977) ' And there are trlbes whose recent formatlon, meltlng-pot compos1—
tlon (e‘g;‘the Ahel Sldl Mahmoud of Assaba) or extreme receptlvlty to

Tty

”;1mm1grants (e g‘ the Reguelhat) have made them exceptlonally energetlc

and aggressive.
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L8~
» —vBeyond prov1d1ng ‘a’ name, ‘a*tribesoffers: 1ts-members .an . eeonomlc and _
institutional"frahéworﬁiforfmahégiﬁé*theirclivegxg,,ﬁﬁ%y b H
We have already seen that arable land wateflng troughs and pasture,
R ) F" H‘\?E;f = 5 ; V:
ranges controlled by the trlbe were held s’ the eo11Ectiver hroperty of. 1.
\ w0 —\T wry 7_.1 ‘j\‘ e T

B T B, i et e e i i L
the tribe as a whole, and were used, malnt41ned an&'guafaed'1n.the,mameyj

of the tribe. SR MG LR I
doebin B S I Cfs
; Thls terrltorlal aspect is qulte 1mportant i1 thée évaluation .of

EEEARR S+ EeY AN Re T R T TR TS I
trlballsm or trlbal patrlotlsm——love for the lan& ‘of the’ ancestors, land.
Fas oy 2aiiy o el (e",- O R T T S
for whlch they fought and on wh1ch they were hurled 1ahd From which: all,
R e B 4 ] Bigae r

-
a tr1besman 8 h1stor1ca1 consc1ousness “and peksonal membrles*dermve.fn,?

And its importance is reinforced by a set of customs and institutions .by

"‘VQAL.'&., { ,1'7, 7,
virtue of which™ the trlhe ‘becomes a veritable :political entlty.mﬁﬂ.

0k

e 7";:-‘:"“‘ RET S S R ! h‘i [N RS S
It is fashlonable 1n th1s regard to contrast “thd sd—ealle&:republlv
23 (!;i; "s; SrELCTt oy
o R CEEE
can 8 yle of power in trlbes run by marabouts where the tribali -assepbly
: ’ v’ X ) 1’ f !

(Jem ) plays the key role, w1th the autocratlc or’klngly style .of- pdwer

- 4
s T TSRS LIRS ALY T

1n.tr1bes dom1nated by warlords, where the chlef's ihdividual: welght A8

sy
2SS e

-..;,.vM T i LITTN e yae e B :
.o R T, v e BN B e e = .
much greater (Duble 1937) Sedh s bl ek foe Todiye

“‘I Kl vI

L What is really 1nvolved w1th Just ‘a few’ ekceptions, ‘18 mattergof
PR ...,...u} )“-ﬂ oo ‘L'
dlfferences not in klnd but in degree. The {sbue’ ¥t 'stake has! more to;

iu wr ria BTN e

do with Jurlsprudentlal legalxsm than w1th the shobe'of‘ﬁersonal,pOWer.

as a rule, marabouts were more scrupulous in the observance:. ‘of) e tami o

laws than were the warlords! ' Trdeed, - .despiterthe fact that in certain
. . THH» i
Lo EEEA

families, the exerc1se g power '8 ‘more’ o 1ess,determxned by heredlty

friv N St
LY

(thls applies as mhch to’ ma%éhhﬁt%*aéﬁtbawarhords)3,§r§§;ttonpl;p?lﬁg}cal

......
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power in Moorish society has always been frail. Even in»the four Emirates

. whose foundxngtwe discussed in ‘our’ hlstorléal lntroductlon (Trarza,
Brakna, Tagant, Adrar); ‘Moorish” p011t1ca1 power ‘never succeeded in esta-

b11sh1ng anythlng more. solld than embryonic: forms of: these spec1allzed

1nst1tut1ons (admlnlstratlve, Judlclal, military .and policé ofgans)

E
g .

present at the blrth of every. state..

r ¢ e Lo byend
gt il

A paradoxical question arises: is the seriousness of the tr1ba1
problem today not 1n fact a consequence of the weakness of‘precolonlal
trlbal 1nst1tutlons° The questlon is. germane- precrsely because” a11 these

tr1ba1 1nst1tut10ns have been subverted=—and yet: ‘the tribes’ have ‘ot

dlsappeared.

s u!i

rity, murtured and kept v1gorous by 1ncessant confllcts—-the un1fy1ng

ffect of external danger is axromatlc—-was actually & protean insurance

and soclal securlty system coverlng eventualities such:as aceldoats war,

g

dlsease and old age. . So beyond. lts geographical and. sentimerital meanlng,

tr1ba1 solldarlty had a .very. prec1se economlc ‘meaning £or- alt’ trlbes-

f.‘.;'k

people. It was imperative to make this clegm hefare anyiexposition oh

the ideological nature»of”tribﬁliSmr.;Becausefwefare‘aIsﬁ_dealing“wrth

an 1deology whlch 1nvokes the Koran and the Hadith asiultimate”

Sl

i

fundamentals.,“

ST TN

. N LT
LT : R BN AR A Y

A .couple of paragraphs ‘backj: we wondered about a p0831b111ty that

mlght at first .glance.seem iodds - -whether “in fact the weakness of tr1ba1

e

1nst1tqtions has. npot: helped tribalism itself to surv1ve. What thlS means

O boarics 2 ;t,'

I

Before we get: 1nto thls ‘question,’ let us recall that trlbal sol1da— R

_EI SN N I BN NN BN SN B EE BN BN B BN S B B S e
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appanead wEady IEOs
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is that the very. patu) ¢;0f . the-tribal” henomenon—-lmpre01se,r* Al

e .‘,JJ ‘{x‘.;,i? ‘
mental lde°1°glca1-—affqu&d it a-kind iof natural P:otectlon, even when

pjx.;

its mater1a1 bases might have disappeared, ©

while 1n,;nrn;be1ng=used'by{tribalxsm.Lufu

The truth is that in the precolonial era the trlbal frame of

referegce Wag:mot’ just a context generaiing sblldarity, it also served
T L Sy ‘
to perpetyatd! irelations ‘of depéndence and oppresclon' the o pressxon of
o - 10 OIS -
el oA wWOrrn BL A

the weak by«ﬁheustrong, ‘theé' %ubJectlon of marabouts to the warlords,,
—_—— SRR A
( Sety prir e

the domination: of sléves @nd subJect groups by thelr overlo?ds. A11

'
‘,'. |)‘

this was' extremely well unde*stéod by the archltect of French coloﬁiellhm

I B

A B Xt ‘:
”~ 4

in Mauritania; Coppolani.’

For,'ln order to make capltal out of the contradlct}ons w;than .
R R I ;

Moor1sH”soé1ety, whlch at the turn of the last century was. raypged by;: Lo

cae Lo eho

inoumerable ébﬁf11CtS, Cc*wolanl advocated a pollcy of ,PaC1f1catx¢nng,w2ﬁﬁm
pes e R LE g LR :
ﬂ . y
with regéfd £6%the oPPressed grcup ,”ﬁ.e. _Pe_gérgggggg and sublect )

; RERIE I N\’.JL 3. ‘

grOUPS}”GOﬁﬁléahﬁlfﬁ m111tary operatlons des1gned to.crush,the.resmstance 11

E s cpbupie rang S - ‘

of thoséfﬁppOSed to colonlal1sm 8 off1c1a11y Peaceful‘,pepetrathn- ‘a;.ﬁ ok
T METENAN ** \«d weyr Bl .

)fnﬂ REEE A SN FE PICRIEERS ’:

- JV};” 11 "

In this process tribal organlzatlonal structnresb.espEclally the
1,‘,"\‘}‘.;,; $YE TRV T A
institution of chleftiancy, were put under severs . gresgqr&?lix,jﬂ

PPy " ......
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(Ahmed Ould Mohamed Saleh 1959). Bit by bit they lost their function

as an autonomous expression of the Moors' collective needs; ‘more and,ﬂu - )

more, they became a tool of 1nterference and manxpulat1on used by the

colonial admlnlstratlon agalnst the Bedouln soclety From thxs t1me 3ll

-

AT

on the mandate given: to: handplcked and coopted chiefs (coopted in the

spec1f1c sense of being paid a cash sub31dy and thus: "made’ falthful"

to borrow, an express1on from- Hamid El Maurltanly 1975), ‘was-d comprehen-"__,”

il o

s1ve mandate 1nclud1ng tax. collectlon, recrultment of . colon1al army
auxilliafies (5 ), and ‘the: encouragement of chlldren to énrol in
. .;, §%
v ﬁ-;;_fi,r Lo e L2 a'-‘»"- s -
schools. TRt T

Not even the practice of religious - was able. to ‘escape the‘
. k R3S T *

new order: the grantlng of: official’ perm1s31on to take up collectlons

and to go on trlps known as- Zlara, from whlch the maJor marabouts

made most of thexr 1ncome, :TIOW ! became a means of rewardlng a brand of

rellglous pxety whlch ~even. if it was not a dlrect accompllce of the’v
colon1a1 off1c1a1s, was at least: benevolently dlsposed toward them. -
In our opinion, these are a. few of the factors one might hlghllght in

, mja'-

an attempt to deal w1th the mone y-oriented and pseudo-cap1texl:.st--b].*,almi‘'"T

of caP1ta11sm in vogue today.“ Everybody deplores the hydra—headed ot

manlfestatlons of thns pseudo-modern trlballsm' favorltlsm, nepotlsm,
reglonallsn, and layer upon layer of. featherbeddlng app01ntments at alt

levels of the va11 Serv1ce, but then everybody goes rlght on: 1ndu1;1ng

‘.,_ o

in them. The consequence'v 1t 18 .not just- the development effora that! O

is hampered' evén the elementary matter: of establlshlng a mlnnmally PR a -
r‘,.[l'-' : R Lm0
Lrua*worthy, credlble and eff1c1ent admlnlstratlon is a problem.

,,,,,,,,,,
‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

e
i 3
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'Nway’ of a11 the hlerarchles and values of traditlonal Moonsh Nsoclety
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The gwémwe Lpfuo @ LM@KHTAR.E OULBc-DADDAi«I iinsistently. me,d..e;{ off;gg;r;pl
speeches‘protlaimingits desire:to.abolishsthe tribal system,  If the . .

poor r‘eeult's‘a-thaft"z:gevernment:v.ac,hieved;u after'v‘tmﬁty‘,yeerls are. enyttﬁingg.m .

Lo gev bir,s one might. be: fergrven for t.hmkuxg that tr;.bala.sm Ls not:mmgu,t.

to Jﬁst go awa‘y.x.f."; oAt e g ),.v;‘_;;u:-.v:i' BT r 3,} ot

[ETERS

" The strakesy oF ‘Letking the traditional institutivn of Shiers r
taincy die out by simply not replacing dead chief s did riot suc"c'*eefli in s

aim’y’ fnbr ‘did the: substmtwtlmnuof numbers (Regzan 2 Reg:.on II* e;:c )

# f ot fadmlmscf.‘atmre “regions: h1therto ident:.fxesd wm:h tr ibal names \end

tr1ba11sm, B Inde*ed*? some: of the, off icer s who- englnee“rede the eoup d'4tat.,

F 24

of last lJu];y' 10, ing then' -anxiety to dx,stance themtetves from T laon v

*1.

to r»e's.tores‘.t»mba*l"vsm {see veispec Laklzyx' sthe £ir st m,eeef_-he,-e;emede;;gw MOU&'%PHA

OULD MOHAMED SALEK) . B TS T a 1T B T AR ’E-‘v‘/.if".(j?’ffL!

e In splte of ATE: thxs, it mlght be. poss'ible ‘tospeculate : that th1s
vaguey mtarngxble tribal phenomenon, ;akready :partially. erqded by : the 1
encroachment s of the market economy, will in fut;ure;vf md.ut-;,nereanngly

hard to survive the pressures of a society in wlu.ch wealth measured 1n

) cash estabhshes 1tself more clearly every passmg day as the yardstmk

Sy

oo BT ".5."' I P S e B N NS :‘-,:’.' - S N kN

of a11 values. In thls regard the tr1ba1 system w111 merely go the

Ji T P . i IO R
t)‘:. L PR R RS ] :’\ i )' SRS s I B G
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Al AN Y wibeiab vl nsdal o annd L vn detA
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2. MOORISH SOCIAL,\STRA/TIFICATION

L. B L TR W
N ST RTT R Y iyt e 1 L R | Ly W
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[ TRRRR S SRR RS e

E&thln Moorlsh soc1ety, trlbal organlzatlon is coupled w1th an .
F A L I Cepesn Tuoa L LASHTNEE O
1nter-group hlerarchy whose characterlstlcs come very close to those o

EE RN s “:, o™ RN "'2.‘5

generally accepted ase def1n1ng castes. Among these character;st1cs ,
!.{'i.i .4‘;’ S = RN : ’

s e

endogamy and a profe351onal d1v1s1on of labor are partlcularly noteworthy.
ln\effect every Moor belongs by b1rth to one of the follow1ng _8TOoupS: .

.
‘i

N
ERAEE

Tt A B N Fet
[ S ~l. BV I T

warriors, marabouts, va'ssdls, craftsmen, grlots, Hartan1 (freed slaves),

and slaves." invnd Phooen by ocond ,
- On what crlterla are these dlffercntlatlons based ? H(;)w%I 1ct
2oy sl el ol S

are they Do they constltute an authentlc caste system ﬁ|,$hese%questjons

RTINS 3 S IEOLIN S 1

are by no means merely academlc. If we could anSWer them adequately,

_.,, ..} ox i 4 5-; ‘--.4:‘ 2 ." ‘(Y ‘.il;-‘:’ ot . .",' 1—’
we would put ourselves in a pos1t10n to understand why the d1v1slon of -
. = { & it ‘1\., ‘ PR A AN Rs it

labor refer reu to above contlnues to exerc1se such a strong hold on

£ PRI A i it '."“"-'

",_,':‘.v\v":" ¥

Moorlsh soc1ety today, even though that soc1ety has becdme sedendary,,

¥4 o SRR i

'urbanlzed and bureaucratlved

Let us, to start w1th take a look at the dlfferent groups making

e geTn asigon e o0 LDTEapos
up Moorlsh soclety We shall then proceed to essay 8 few .answers,.to
L Nj 3 "t‘.’ n ’: ' * )
the questlons just asked ) ot ¥
7} BTN R . Y RSO SR A FR RN BN '
A; o THE WARRIOR CLASS L o e s T TR AL FEP St

R R I 1. LB SRR SR ohe -
'+ in1,-The Warrior;.classiorig inates £rom suctéssive Waves of Arab settlers

reaching, the JWestern/ Sahara from the end’of ‘153th’ centiry. Ccalfed Hassan

¢

£y i RS

in Arab,uﬁheyfhayﬁmbeenepoiiﬁically'domiﬁanf“in'Mootishisoclety since

the Charr Bebbe War of 1674. In terms of numbers alone they are not all
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that many,“’ccor&xhg tb a 196SMSEDE$ 'study- cited by Fide: Chassey, tbey

constitute 1o mbfé*th&hvﬁSdﬁbﬁﬁﬁaurltanlaaSwMaorsawiButetb@ygh&¥¢l€§i9Y§§mua

hegemonic power in the society, a power based on their readiness to, .o
make fregugnt and dlreqt uyse of v1olence._w‘ R \ ‘
vt L e R S B SRRV [T S A

In times past members of the warrior group have nat;been: shove.the . ., .
use;- ”gflv1olenqe occag;onally pushed as far as tFrrorlsm. To, kﬁgp a11ve
(AR a0 SRS} Fnino

the fear the ,1nap1r ;n other strata of the oclet ). they could resort
yl Fgw Xﬁ P R A ('-I”")

to swmmary executions, mutilation and torture, all designed to putr

reca1c1tran£~pgoa1e in the;x placq QI Hamad 1914)

DR R ungs i L R A i
By such means the warrior group generated a steady "income . for ..

1tselﬁgacollecu1ng £ees Jfrom thexr squects and c11ents (Gerhard 1910

T ey e,
J-;pﬂr§9§wl?921;Ablﬂléﬁe 12?2%%95 s T }ﬁnwwf?JiH?ﬂ‘ﬁVh‘
‘VViéiéﬁéé;fEégéﬁhervﬁithfﬁaﬁidityuof movemémtgﬂwassefméeytgalg;ﬁqj”1 fy
impofténéefiﬁfihéibahié-oaéﬁpatién#ef%thiS%groupggachydxidﬁgomginagigpj;qu

of blood épo%t“%th%bﬁmétqi@éjbq?ineés;bthe;imétitﬁiion(Q§x§h§j£§52i3;3:ﬁ”

!
raid' ;D:ﬁk‘w;T Lo PR emndaonon e D m iy g ha?bs}%u? S
Dlego Brosset (1935) has glven an’ adm1rab1e déscrlptlon of thls o

YT "'“\

dangerous ﬁay of llfe, w1th all 1ts oppre331ve v1c1§s1tuﬂés and Tt teonoon

A o

harsh grandeu¥. 1t is a 1ife : style With 18 own dlé%lﬁd fig's ”tﬂé“*?> ey
petty brlgand (hse231n1) bound" by the laws of nelth%%‘cod HOY ,}iéifVJf
not to be confused with Ehe ncble Emlr, a magnanlmdhé’borséd flgure ben
capable of risking his life in the line of duty or in the ser#f@%éoff By

WORWIET 4y G i s e e L T Lo S A P
honor. " AT e R TR TR AT A ET oy QO RN e
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means used to secure a 11ve11hood 1s the 1mmedlate appllcatlon of i

RTINS TS B S § : L o i) S R »‘3‘;0 G

v101ence.

gt : i L Pzt

Wlth the advent

ﬁ”[" WL

of colonlallsm, thls group has been put through

some very rapld changes.f

JLIRTUN i B OSSR/ 1 L S A I AU S L P i Ll

..The colonial government, by monopolizing. the use of viqlence, drasti-
cally narrowed what Hefvubt has temed the warrior group's.'area of ..
adventure". This was a deeisiveutrammel on theuactiVities of the group, .

who, unllke the marabouts d1d not as a rule possess much property of

RISt S T I

their own (Duble 1953)

The warrior group's situation could have become downright catastro- -
phic if the French admlnlstratlon had not dec1ded for p011t1c31 reasons,

to compensate them for the loss of feudal rlghts they had tradltlonally

) b..'."

exerc1sed over thelr subJects. Thus a serles of rullngs provxded for

- o dwiol T Ty

the (theofetlcally) definitive redemptlon en bloc of fees due from

numercus subjects; In this exerc1se, sometimes fam111es of llvestock
- ,’ B : B . 1.1.

herdsmen had to glve up half thelr 11vestock at one fell swoop. The

sfe

process of tedemptlon went on t111 well into the’ 1940 s. For 1nstsnée:LJ‘

the colon1a1 government pald compensatlon for the pr1nc1pa1 tlghts to'w '

land in South—West Maur1tan1e; called the bakh to the controlllng .

warricrs 1n 1939, compensatlon for rlghts 1nvolv1ng the Imraguen was

S G S : Sy o e T i e AR

paid in 1944.“gv

These compensation transactions in effect legitimized the power

Il BN BN BN N BN I I BN BN BN EE BN BN S S NN IS S



-86-

SR

relatro hrps opera 've before colonlallsm. In 80 d01ng they helped

DR P - s

SR Vi v."lv:¢1"u ]
reestabllsh the tradltlonal hegemony of the warrlor class on new founda—
- RO i ST E R e DRRNNE P [ SR ol LIRS B

tlons.m In addltlon, the warrrors

Y G ,fg“‘_;.’l»__,,)j

nition, by v1rtue of the off1c1a1 status glven the 1nst1tut10n of the
Z " . ; : “; ’,i' _I;t;‘. : i Lt . .

Emlrates.

The new‘order offered advancement opportunltles, and those elements

O doenoLen o R 1o Arry ey RSSO . ‘; oo
most closely connected with the colon1a1 admlnlstratlon proflted hand—
R S I R LS I FAN S R S AU N pime e b e Tl f Lop

somely grom'them; members of the warrlor group through taklng Jobs as

auxxlllary soldlers, marabouts by becomlng 1nterpreters or educatlon

N ,‘r ey PR

105 vEpldn g

offlcers. But the warrlor group 's old 11fe style had glven it no great

o l £ Ty ey e e
REEERRE N + P Rt T ey b ":"1 qoreydy

_,H.K.;

LI (R A

re31gn themselves to the prospect of seelng marabouts (or somet1mes
TR DL ———

Ly ,gﬁx;‘*< ,;,_

HHE ¢

even members of the vassal groups), who were more familiar W1th 1nte11ec-

part of their traditional position of dominance.

T A Pt WALty oo ’
Nowadays w1th just a few exceptlons, most Moorlsh traders and

2L 3 RS &; BUES i) ‘.,
bu81nessmen of any 1mportance are EEEQEQEEi' As éor fhe warrlor groﬁp, '

T -

3

its members seem to have found employment opportun1t1es-1n 11ne w1th

the1r old occupatlon._ they show’a'preference ‘for the armed foféeS'

- A

in fact the maJorlty of hlghranklng Moorlsh offtc orlglnate from
this group. We mlght note that even in 1ndustr1a1iéedj”o&ieties;’army;"‘

:“l - . N . .
2, T R
¢« e

personnel are often sald to comstitute a caste, ‘what with’ theit pehichant!
S, . . L :’i‘“.': Co T TR I T Y T R *4:-'rr:)
for in-group marriage and their strong tendency—toward se1f-perpetuds +?

tion, etc.
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Id ‘thk ‘countryside, where the: presence. of. the: central, gove}‘ﬁmﬁn#m

-has“ﬁé@éﬁabéénihorﬁﬁtﬁanfshvmadicﬁand,superﬁicial,wayfew-mﬁjppaWg;pioqsjn,

famiIiééVhaVéfﬁpﬁafeﬁtiy‘managedLtoanainfain$spme~oﬁgthginJQidqvigorﬂH.GJ?

This is‘ﬁaitiéhfdrlyﬁﬁrue of the families of the Emirs of Tagaq§ $§d;g;¢:, ‘
Trarza,; - | | L
f"?iﬂﬁlly;”wé‘ﬁavé to?pdintvcutwthatuxhcughﬂthévméﬁeria1~éhaxacﬁéris4
tics agsdclated with: m@mﬁershxp of 'the warrior group have: -alignged . consiz ...
deraﬁly Ifhe ‘group's: ‘psycHological- makevup hasnre51ated ch&nge rather
stﬁbbo‘fnly: “’their éoncetti ‘with socml ..-rank,»_3@1}9;1;_1;5‘99ntemptF'-for other;
groups-they confider their!inferiors, their aversion: to manual, and pr67a3;
ductiue’»'ézo;rk_:; Lal1 atre signs that traditional mindrsets.are. s.ti~1;~;ve;;'yvd,« b
much ali@é‘éﬁahg them ' The same kind of psychological.reSLSta§§¢£to,,3%.q .

chénge “typifies the' marabouts.. ' - ' ..o o o

E S UL

B. THE OUTS T A S e e R BRSNS

PRI oo
LD Dk

To put the matter in extremely 31mp1e terms,'1t‘cou1d be sald that

TR 4&{}@', SEG, :-ﬂgpyg, s o R
in the tradltlonal Moorish social hierarchy the marabouts' (s¥ngu¥ar:

mrablt, plural tolba) come next: after the warriors. THé warfiors in - '

fact generally look down on the marabouts,‘accusxng them 6F ‘cowardice

~and dlshonesty; the marabouts, in turn, have tended to haté‘&he warriors:
‘on account of thelr brutal behav1or, thelr 1gnorance, ‘and their disdéin -
Ve el O N T I TS e R B T : . e
for Islamlc precepts. After all religloué"pieﬁy and’ knowledge “are the™"
i"' LI Ty ‘ i

Py

3upreme values of the marabout s mllleu. PEACG T NE e i e

B I L e S R R S

u

il I EN I NS BN SN I BN NN N NE Es S NN N S =N
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' SEAMITAL SAUCTTAL Wy
Going beyond our schematic simplification, we could-didcuss thel .

XA

more subfle categorles used by the warrior

'
qH

‘Meiisd® of 'Tédrza ts défine

marabouts:énd'warrlors both in relation to GaGh other and'as’ “thdy repaggvs!

MTTEE vty nae Lhe nd o acurornn Spin vy rEngngs

to other grbupé.'”Wé"QuOEéE

,1,‘|11 I

"The true Maghvrl (noﬁle Emlr) is'a ‘man of ‘honor” and a'han &F relléidﬁ§3‘

ic "’IJi L

R LR R Y Seb
The true Zawi (marabouts is"a man Tof reilglon and a man of hénof (t
TR RN, A *, ! J " ey Ly
The common Hassan1 (warrlor) 13 a man of honor w1thou% rellglon. '
oy F ; X rl“ ) # -
7 { oy T

The common Mrablt 1s ‘2 man of rellglon w1thout hoho'
SR el Gl

The Hsé281n1 (small tlme Hassanl) {8 4 man w1th nexther honét nor U MR

religion, ) NG

The*Miaybit: (small-time’ Mtrabit) is 4 man withinei$her:reiigion}nqr henor.
(Mohamed: E1* Mokhtay- Ou‘l!a' B?!h 1968:pp. 3A#3R)A " in il BsVil o Sianita ey

Thrs series of deflnxtlonb is qulte an accurate presentatlon of the

RS NI .

two-headed Moorlsh sockal system, “both in 'the i way 16" Erde s the’ catego- i

L SEY e Wl Eamens VRIS s L Ar s
ries, giving the warriors prlde of place, an

4

{ by its symmetrlcai Btriges <

~

after a&l ‘the maraboutsupiéy a ieadiug role in‘”g‘“T

caring. T reatiiy;
Moorish society, usually ‘next of the-warrlors, ‘$ometimes ahead of them 1 ?ﬁﬁ
The maraﬁbutsfduﬁnuﬁber‘thefvérriors:'”aécurding:tOrthe lQﬁAuﬁEDESaSﬁudy
already reférted to; - the imlarabout group- constltuted 36% :of Manm1taniw 8
Moorlsﬁ«pa@u1@£10ng In addwtﬁon, they:wetnubettzﬁk#xeparéd‘than;thgﬁdyTﬂf

warribrsffdi&eéﬂ@ffﬁhéﬁéfiectsfnf eolonial occupatidni: -

PTG IVELE, B dep b TR R G e o .» et

Pact is, thetasis e the “natabout "4 power “did not Tid iA thé ukd
. . . . R PRt PN VO TS P T Tl LR

of violence; it lay in their economic and’'ideological "ifportance R

Moorish society.
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a) THE MATERIAL ELEMENT

The marabout:tribeé twned almést all the’ wells, arable land oases,;

livestocdk andislavesiin“thé society. ‘They algo exercifed ‘a’ de facto e

monopoly over 'the caravanitfade and othér: Buslness. “The flrst great
Moorish fortunes were built up, well before the coldﬁféliere;(SEeﬁﬁéé -
1973), by the ‘prifcipal mardbout fdmilies, dspecially the familiesof =~
the chief leaders of ‘the religicus brotherhoods. For 411 the reasons
we have already mentioned, the ‘éstablistimetit of théfcoiﬁﬁi51é¥égiéé?dﬁi?‘“”

gave this phenomenon of marabout édvaﬁcéménﬁ“%cdbe"for'fdrﬁhef‘éfdﬁiﬁfv"'

e R P S S AR R TN

(Duple 1953). i ot ool Hinn e on o v T i i

The accumulation of wealth by marabouts which began 1n thls way w&s
R it o (. o ‘, v’?‘_'"'f” [] Ly "'. a-‘, -
very closely LlnkEd to the rellglous functlons of the prlestly class. In

s x""f St i . - ‘/"-. e Y et

the first place the many gifts glven by dlsc1p1es to thelr marabout

but hardly: the.only 6né:  A’sedond’ factor, ‘the * spec1f1c quallty of the;w
relationship between the" marabout afd hi’s’ &1sc1p1es (telamld) works tol

the same effect: = "the ‘incredsé’of matriabout wealth, =
Lpwid ® o .;q; cat ’ S A TN PRI N SVF Sk U A
The marabouts’ wealth, in effect, is no longer unlquely based on

e TR it o s

direct ownershlp such as in slavery,'nor on the threat of 1mmed1ate,

repre381ve, mater1a1 v1olence such as the warriots use agalnst thelr
o, .'\‘}
vassals., Marabout wealth is equally, in fact preponderantly, based on

the mysterious forcesv-supernatural forces wh1ch the marabouts are

it

supposed toabe4capablewaianlee%hihg;

* : . NIRRT RN T : B i by
3 T iy el O P i B Dl PRRANY £ ]
FRVER LTS O ik R Y [N ¥ ) Lt i .
[T B SUN) el

[ TR SRR B A S VR S S S € P S i

el SR ¥

By et o P A

i Il BE BN BN S S N S B I NN - S-S S EE ..



‘property . (p. 532)

i These marabouts; Madministrators of the ocoult'--to Borrow 4 phirhse
used; by Marc: Bloch, 11947, to destribe the ‘ecclestiasticalvrders of '
medieval Europe'rsufe'udal Bociety~~thus did not havelto Invdést timeé or "
energy}rh the suyervtelon of, thelr gervants.z,?hg,e@rygnte:workedﬁﬁm
frec agents, mansging and husbandlug their. wealth fox them on a scope.
and wﬁth ea} qqlte ;mpoay;ble under. conditions. of .glavery,. With, thise,

observation we come to a consideration of the second essential: compopent.

of marabout power: the religious dimension.
== N

b} THE IDEOLOGICAL MAINSPRING , . . _——
SR PPN N TIPS (RO L LI A] FEE N FE S DU A ST S R

As 1s we11 known, . Moorlsh soclety is 1007yMu811mq .But.within the s

general adherence to Islam there are d;fferent .degrees pf.religious .. ..

conv1ct10n, different styles of religious observance. Ahmed Ben Alamin

(1911) dlscu381ng at the turn of the century what elements of Musl1m

Pl owron oawn IR :5:,35 Tiest LTI Wi
law had dlsappeared from the country of the Moors (Shlnglt) and what o
B g SWE L ey e SRR
st111 remalned wrote in hls book Wa31t. ] :
S ARETC RS N N IO UL DTN SRR SR S XSS i d STAE R S R 5 SR $54
"Among the marabouts blood feuds have dlsappeared 1n any casex
nL o r voat »:, r*;-’\w“ IR T I T LT RN ST sl -‘<
murder is rare. However, they are orthodox in other respects.
e o WU FOE Y PR
oy ‘::;u..r.:.:.:;.;;tw: eyl L . S R I O A

.. "As for the warriors and most, of the. vasgal groups, they do, not, feam

PTG A

" to commit perjury. Thegido,not oheyﬂehg;ogﬁAL;ehﬂs:IewetﬁﬁAmongjth@mﬁwm?

women are excluded from 1nher1tance. And they covet the orphan s

i3

. : . i o4 :
pRCe &35 XK \ r! X RS 'J T : A S TOF IR P S REV AR R E R i

L N . . S I T TR PR S DU PR I T L VY 0 TR ST AL |
- N gt (2] " FERd PRSI . L A oy N PR H SR KRN S
FLTIIETT Beaidn AN X RERDESRELIEIS IS N X R SRR IR A AR 3f

Admlttedly? these are the words of A marabout. ~hey,. therefore haye, .



to be taken with at 1east a fey grains of salt. - Neyertheless, they do

LIRS

poxnt to an essent;al truth about Moorlsh soc1ety ‘reltigious  orthodesy

and the powers 1t confers are the preserve.of .the maxabouts. =« iy Sw .

ﬁﬁifqunp;sgeoialization,infxeligiouSf@fféifs’iﬁ"fn&iﬁatéﬁ‘h§ the
almost exclusive control the Zawaya exdreisé over the instrumdnts bE
p,_:rg@yqﬁ;i;‘?!l and, reproduction of religious plety " the’ \e‘;é'i'\r"ca;t;-'i.'“;dha{’l system
3953‘ rthereligious brotherhoods. -~ i t S TR PEEs

i’ THE TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

Traditional education in Arabic was to all intants ena‘purpoeesfthe
“&’xcw%i\_’e Dpreserve of ithe. marabcuts. .+In general, thé education of slaves

and vassals went no-farther than :the recitation of “the¢ Koran's opening =

PRy R T N
TR T TR e

sur.a:t;?.~ the Fatiha. A RTINS SEFENE I ' |
: ot it o © b e . ,'vj"‘ L

Al few warrior families” arranged to have the:.r chlldren somewhat .

better educated. :This. better educatlon, however, scar ely went beyond

TS BT \»‘ '
the learning of a more or less substantlal chunk of the Holy gaok.
. ] . ’ ] ; B T SIRTES " NN FE s L
To quote -Ahmed Ben Alarin once more: "Among the marabouts there 1s

.t ,,'t
g S ECOC

not one man or womdn whg' cannot read and wrlte.' And even. supposlng that

this was not the case in-some other: tribe, it would 'bé a ‘rare phenomenon,
‘involving 'no, more than 17 ofi the Zawaya". (p. 517).~"" o

oy B S TP B LR
'In reality, éven’ though the rudlments of educatlon are truly genera-

lized among the marabouts themselves, significant 1nequa11t1es remain
bet@%@&‘@%nﬁan@;womenw(Legigpe;gssz);‘bétweén>difféheﬁﬁ”ﬁribég;?aﬁé"””

between different regions.
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Educatlon was carrled on under very difficult c1rcumstances, typi-
CE Mwaniee v
S oo

fled by that saarc1ty of Tesources’ ﬁhOSEnaﬁfects on. a11 levels of Moorlsh

P BRES RS- B
' EOBDARA g
social organlzatlon we have e éaté@&yxnotedu Ihe edueatlonal system
v \"f';‘lq H ‘gv-{. or oL NPy ‘l\

lacked equipment, 1nstructfona1{materta&\ management, funds for teacheta

ﬂ‘ v,
RS

salaries, methods, syllabuses, outlets: fornsehool-leavers, etc. These

0
T8 s dp G

lnadeQuacles tutﬁed‘the system ingo the statlc, stereotyped and cllqulsh

Vi AR STE RO DO

f1efdom of a narrow coteragrof prxests. Surveys of Maurltanlan 11brar1es
anékbgoks show ‘that within. theuedupatlgnal systeg theologlco-Iegai b

“;;;;eet;rlee ana 11teraty*tomas @uxnumber teehglcel’;nd‘practlcal téthA*
overwhelmlngiy ‘(Mas st 1909,. Mokhtar Ould ﬁamléeuﬁﬁend Adam‘heymawski’
ST guiy ' R I P

1975). On’ tnb “1evdtres basiie literacy, the overall achlevements of'th@

A, ¥
i 3

. traditional educational:system are, rather dlsapp01nt1ng. according‘to e

1977 cencus statistics, out of an aggregate 17% 11teracy figure,»J
> SRR v .
11terate in Arablc bt French ("Second Results" 1977) e T

A
IR ’ Lt ”* ?:*.

',v.-..

Ln{tradltlonaI Arab1c~med1um educatlon than the Moors. And‘eVén’ambng

e
V¢
',i-‘:v f ------

marabout group. '

tional educational system was Iﬁ”d@clxnem Currently, that same system
by J j'l .‘_v,’,z

feeds appreciable numbers of teachers, officials and students into

l 1t



Iy B B N T o LR AR VT
Mauritania's secondary schodl system.

This"phéﬁ6Ménon”has"spfead?since

"the impleméntation of ‘the New Hduéational System (1972) aimed at 4 moeé

1o78y )

thoroughi-going Arabization of ‘the sducatichal ‘system (P.P.N.

itﬁhasdhoth;pos{tfveiand*neéative aspects,

Even 1eav1ng 831de the general 1ower1ng of standards attendant

RN

N fr,.d
2

on the exerc1se, (a deterloratlon that 1s perhaps 1nev1tab1e 1n a transi—

t10na1 phase~2

st111 a fact that the new system has resulted in

the carrying,over of a number of shortcomlngs from the tradltlonal system,

ch1ef1y in the areas of teachlng methods and syl!abus content,Alnto the

w1der publlc system. And the shortcomlngs thus transferred derlve from

the marabout group s need to perpetuate 1ts power.

5/ Total number of primary school teachers, 1976 1977
Number of male and female’student monitors and pupil
teachers (i.e. those with the lowest qualificatioms)....,
Arab-medium. monltors.....................................: ‘
" French-medium MONAEOTS sy venernonseosnscosnnsassosnnsonne -
Arab-medium pupll teachers........................,.,....
French-medium pupil teachers.....................;. veers

~Th 1977-1978:thé basic:situation was as follows: . -
Tocal number of the teachlng establlshment........

Number of monltors and pup11 Teachers...................
wrArab-medium MONLEOTS iy vt e s ocaeoss oinosinonsssission:

French-medium monitors....eiieeoeniienrerineeronraannnas
Arab-mediuf pup 11 £ea8therS i ve e s chetan ciniionnsrenee iees

French-medlum pupil teachers............................

(Mlnlstry of Education 1977,

e

oy

) 1668 -

709
1262
‘101

133

178

these.,’ :

790

109

135 -

180

— il Il Il = HE S I N IS Nl BN NN SN =S S N . ...
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That sa1d it st111 remalns to be p01nted out: that educationis* ﬁbtfth’

- e l

only 1deolog1ca1 tool ueed by the marabouts te:.generate their power, I

i
‘:,,‘iju'f pastirotod

There is also the practlce of rellglous plety, which in-fact ‘constitutés”

Tyjen . B S

|
\
the prlme tool of marabout power. Of that practlce.the?movemeﬁt»bf““”“ e }
|
\
\

religious brotherhoods is the most ma851ve and often the most lucrative
[T LR U k e i :

manlfestatlon." . R ST
O N T SICN SRR e : ’

ii. THE BROTHERHOQDS_ e T Core L menenss oot

R e R LA T
IEEREEREEEE S ' I

.o,
'..—. ‘4"' D

-UThe’bfotherhooq ;movement, ia- phenomenon'véry Eémon in the Muslim

world, ig % moveqapt @#ﬂoclated*wlth individual, as opposed to 1nst1tu- -
. l_xf"
‘tional, organized religious piety. It has'had ‘a‘kKey" role to play 1n the

establlshment and evolutlon of Moorlsh $°Clcty.y Augu»7~;‘w?w‘§

r;(» gilm oan

would have 0. scputinizecthis~ netion of 1"=].1.g1.o7(13 piety, to. taie a oio;e)‘“

by oiaeitt
look at 1ts,generative codditions, to ‘study’ its featutes and 1ts eff;cts, )
and to find out h°w'1;¢sgrgadsa'ﬁnxtimaféfyf‘tHEEé“éte iésuée‘ﬁette;g fj'l}
dealt with' 1n a gestalt theary. of magical ‘and’ rellglous pﬁéﬁb&ék%,iénéﬂﬂ}ﬁ%

Gleiam ol

we ‘neéd not get embt011eﬂ;w1thﬁthém‘heré. ‘With the aim of sheddlng

sore”’ llpht ‘on"“the role .of the- marabout ‘¢lass in MOOrlsh soc1ety, we

shall restridt ourselves to giving a féw brief pointers. F1rst of all

there”fsfthe”féér”oﬁgdeath;ﬁand@the’teaf“offehégtfééméﬁt'in*the heréﬁ”‘:

after—-fhe”geﬁerél,andﬁh&&icuﬁueétfoﬁ‘of‘Ehe”éouf‘§’éélv§tio;f£vTﬁfé”ﬁé

precisely where. thei Hol Lot Many: the 'Saint, comes’ s “he is the 8“1de, ehe
- advocatej'tﬁé”iﬁtgyoepgop¢fozimortél'ﬁdmanéde?thé”ptegéoteiogwtﬂeldiQYﬁe.‘

powers.

' If one yerey to attempt- an:exhaustive’ ttréatment of the subJec > one



Hence, for example, the de91re of the falthful to have thelr corpes

T ¥ TR Stonmipe v T aip b

bur1ed near a Salnt s, so that the Salnt can plead for them durlng the v

post—mortem 1nterrogat10ns everyone has to undergo the moment the soul ‘
P ‘ SRR AN

oo

explres from the body. B}

LR SRR P S e s e S Bt R
:-,Thea,,t?her%-;i&ethe. weighty influence of a general detexminism g .
believed to rule over a universe populated, according th the popular:: ...

Moorish consciousness, with a teeming assortment of varied beings:

TR s :-J

(dev1ls, splrlts both benevolent and malevolent, vamp1res, etc. Laforgue
1932) Everybody, aecordlng to th1s popular coémogony, has to l1ve
R N &

w1th these 811ent, ever—presentlbelngs, for pood or 111.

{ : R AT AR LI B L A e B S AL ST o

It is in the management of thls shadowy unlverse that the Salnt, -
Codage b T
the marabout and the healer f1nd their prec1se vocation. It is no mean
S I" i
vocation: in an envxronment where resources are worse than uncertaln,

Lt O S TR N

thelr vocation 'is unlque in brlnglna in & l1tera11y m1raculous income.
It is. the only 1ncome w1th the amaZan power to actually go up in those

critical perlods when all ‘other incomes are g01ng downv After all, it

is malnly when people have problems —'economlc, soclal or psychologlcal -

-
PTr

that they flock to the marabout. St111 “we must not be too one-51ded in

our evaluatlon of the phenomena of marabouts and rellglous brotherhoods '
: "- gty ¥ \:";v"

It needs to be p01nted out that these phenomena do not functlon merely
PN ST

as a ‘hustle’ the holy masters use to con the1r dlsc1ples out of thelr

TR N

wealth or labor._ The marabout has rec1proca1 respon31b111t1es. he must

be capable of extendlng a helplnC hand to hlS dlsc1ples, he must be eI ‘

RS b T T Y o T ST LIPS S TP O TR RESNTA SIS SO R T SR LRSI O M § 10 LA A

- il BN I Bl IS BN I i = BE S BN IS BN B R NS B BN



ehong i ot bDosidcgne o0 cwpe sk ponpodr b Sl T aom D)

Eoarton oL e Bl R AR TR e v Vf!
generously hosp1tab1e to pa381ng travelers, he must glve alms to those

”‘.:e L oE Ay e v RETRTN x n “-l";’, ‘u

seek1ng them, and he must g1ve of h1s wealth to hls own masters, in

PO ; R A
e A uadees nFlineosd il Fooofy R IUTT AT s

case he has any. The colonial admlnlstratlon conJured up an image of

. o ‘»l~(1, 0}\7{ S LI l;, ‘\L)gﬂ;, ',‘ ‘..,A ,_,_| )‘ .. “"5f

the brotherhood movement based on 1ts own ﬁ"ano1d readlness to lmaglne
A snogrLuo PR u SREAY R ST R .--’,';' SITTTARRY RS i oD {’ T d

1nterconnected consplracles a11 over the place, controlled by some

soltanno gk liadD andg omeoc curiuad werrs SuedyFaozmaaioosd weosdd soem Dol

mysterlous, far—away plotter. The image was false. The brotherhoods

RS T a

'-; TSR Gyl l'l L Tan 2 ERELN T e T RERE i "eSl o hee !’J ’,“,‘
»

1f'we 1gnore the1r myst1ca1 paraphernal1a and their 1n1t1atory rltes,

dren g B gnino I IR ERTs L LI S IO : . E

constltute a spec1f1c manlfestatlon of the exploltatlve (and also soli-
PEOTy B R Lo R S P I ey
dary) mechanlsms prevalent in trad1t10na1 Moorlsh soc1ety. The great
Ariw bodntiorlans i SUIHT RIS 3 M B ’ L
branches of the rellglous brotherhood movement (Qad1r1a, leanla) may
amoripdisant agogpe ]l e VR ITUN RIS S P RTINS ALV SL TSR SO
no longer have nuch of an organlzed precence in the Moorish world but

AIl v Tuye , . R ! Coamang ',-1’/ ik o

‘some of thelr more or 1ess recent offshoots seem to have kept a consi-

[
o

derable deal of their v1gor:: exampies are the}"ﬁleven Seeds" Tiign;e“;
sect formed by’ the @isciples’ of Hamahulhah," the H4fidfa ‘branch of’
Tifania Tslai practiced by ‘Metine Abee Ould Mohaméd Ould Tolba and ChEiih
Brahim' Niads' (of Kaolack,” Senegal);  the petuliat 1ittle ghoudf sact'™'"
founded #t' the staft of the' I'9th céntury by the Boubsati’ Chiikh E1 Mbkhtar
ould Taleb: Amar Ould Nouh; e'tc, Fifally, thefe are’ two ‘Smail ‘agricultiral
comimtib ti&4 Which have grown up on’ the basis of dbvotion t& § teligivus’
heady! © the' comminity of ‘the Abe1 Aade’ at Boumdbid, ‘and tht one f£bifided’
at ‘the ‘begindihg’ of  this’ ‘eeHtlry' 8t Agoueinit, hot' far frofi’ Nemk, by ™
Cheiky' Tourad’ Ould: Abbas', griatidson’ ¥ Cheikh Mohamed’ Fadel (Mohatel: Leirine
Ould Hammoni' 1959). In terms of numbefs'allztheseﬁgroups are only of

marginal importance in Moorish society, and there are certqin Chioukh
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(pl#:al of ghgigh) wbq,f;hqggh they have no orgagizedlfollowing,‘or\do
not belong to any brqthg;hqqq% gnjoy:ppgstige:qf a more lucrative type.
b?éaQSg they are Fggug%d;tozpogsess‘miracglous powers.  One such.is
Y;coﬁb Ould Chgikhﬁsid;a of the §ou§ilimit region. A singularly. lucra-
tivfuprac;icq isJ;hat 9£.ﬁadhgr,ﬁyh;chJinvolveg the promise of a present
to ?he?Cheikh_iflsqme wibedjfdr_gyegtidogs‘happen.: Often the faith-,

ful make these promises without ever havipg seen the Cheikh .in question.

In prggd‘gutline, thgn,ﬁ;pese are, in‘qug opinion, the essential factors
we must keep in-Per?£€Ft@VS;Wh%@;examinins;the role —— past and present: --
of_@arabogts‘;nLMporish sopie;y5_ We have discussed the economic and ..
ideplogical‘impor;anqg’qf ;bis group, an importance.closely, Linked with
their privileged ppé}tion‘in'tbg educational and: religious institutions:
of one gﬁv;hgﬂyéry;ﬁsyﬂPasfqraLis:‘ggg;etigs%qyerAtp:succeed in maintain-

ing and_develpping:awsubstaptiélHlitgpptglgglture,‘,f. .

We have touched:on the.fact that thisselass enjoyed conditions @ "
y;¢nabling it-to'adjust better to colonialloceupation than did’ the warrior
;PgrguPQIQIt is noteworthy that:the’colonizer's strategydid: tiotstop =1V

shqrtJofuexploiting.rivaliriesaand‘disagreémeﬂtStbetweeﬁaéhe two groups
the better to dominate them (R« ArmandJIQOS}.t Meineeditéﬂa&d, finally, "
thatﬂthe,ﬁanabouts:continue:to wield a verygreatideal of powér within''
ﬂﬁggq;Moqrish'édéiety's:struétdnés;‘inyspﬁﬁé{@fftheﬁéﬁéngééfiﬁ3fHéWsﬁfﬁaif
tion.that.slowly began:to:také place:with the odsét of ‘colonialism, Ard"

in spigqygf-the-weakening of the»ttaditiOhal'éduéhﬁfonalfsygtéd’éﬁdjtﬂé """




influence of the brotherhoods. Indeed, marsbouts are extremely important
in the state jpowerstrueture (de Chassgey, bQJﬁknhae<shown.howﬁmembetsu¢é

of the warrior and marabout groups have 1n tandem accompllshed the - |

crossover Lrom the apex. of the trad1t10nal soc1al pyramld ta the apex

.,4.‘_,,‘. PX

of the modern %téﬁe,§=b9re@99£atxc-Pyremad>xP;\

C. hSU@UECT;GROUPsv'Txng S el e w i tyyifoﬁt o baned
I We gée, sthen, that the warriors and the:maxaboutaunccupyatheﬁapexu?
of therMogdrish igoeidl hierdrchy.: Fromvthatnpositionftheyhused.bqu .qﬁgq
exercise--and they still exeroise4@avPolitibo—religibu&acontroladvet-'w
theﬂash%r;syovésalb&aedgea_é heredifery division of lsbor. Who are the

groups so dominated, and hoy have . they evolved?

Lt T SR RT3 (T A S G AV A I R LRI R VS I
"The vassald are survivors from prior populations -elther: thlnned

out or destroyed by successive vaves of imvaders, mostly Atabs. Remnants

QﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬁwyileePQWer§2155F§H$9vr?@“ﬁﬁ?~?9 vassel;éFﬁtuehéfPef wars in Siva

which they ended up at the losing end, the vassals havela blace in 12H\¥

Moorish soc1ety mldway between the nobles and the slaves. In fact, under

re v—,

g :»-".‘r_v P N N1 S \ ORI Sr BREE B PRSI T

thls rubrlc are categorlzed a number of dlsparated groups who have only

J‘:iJ B PO e . . a\‘), H)te
thelr vassal status 1n common. '

o {ee e FanleD

i. THE BONA FIDE VASSALS

te . )
‘ .;:‘.!~..<, o U F AT S U

The vassals, strxctly speaklng, are those groups bonded to pay

- N R )
i RO T ] . A ’. e
JEL 4 : Jik 35 RN o

trlbute. Called Aznaga or Ashab in the Hassan1 d1a1ect, they are not a
PoRLOn AT DRd R sval RERE 8| : o .

sl LY ‘...‘.l.i 1, S . 5

very many, amountlng to no more than 57 of the total Moorlsh populatxon,
ot ol = cisae Uk neEus wn n Pyt Dl sy yob P Emiy he itk

accordlng to the 1964 SEDES study.

LA o uless GRG0 A Domsleyy aosany Yoo s licde
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In timés 'pddt they-wete almost "exclusively dependentivon.their overlords. :
the warriofsCi “eor a7 S E P S S T T N R TIATI N
r*qv 5,‘- 1

Spec1a1i21ng normally in animal husbandry and herding, the Aznaga

were subJect to arbltrary taxatlon and could’ be called ¢ upon to do

forced labor whenever their overlordS'wantedfb'ThE§ ﬁadltéﬂpa& a muléi~" "

tule of fees to their overlords ~ the ghrama, the horma;”the;mouna;vthe“a

bakh etc., —'theorﬁtiqglly as part of:cconventions: of solidarity:and

protection beﬁWeenﬁthethththeirfoverlordsﬂ RRECAD €5 NS SRR RS SO Y

BT B ST Leur B “C:.', P D LR R A . ,':P P ST T g R
Within the system the warrior overlord coéuld calil tpon his sérfs

fry

to pay ‘his debts,:'he‘eenldmtsﬁe‘ebntribntiensffréﬁ'Ehem*tdfhﬁy‘E”hbrsﬁiyl
to marry off one of his daughters, etc. During séhsons Whed ‘Wil wds /"

plentiful, he frequently boarded his daughters with tem forhfattenmng.fv»~

}--.,:

Wb amedae s
The Zenagui (singular £

R RS L s T ITS : A O
-m of Aznaga) was normally ccwed into 2

A i

state of ene for his overlord by virtue of repeated “and frequent puniéh-‘”

ments and 1mp081t10ns. : LT X
E g . rf afe e . e e T i

Some marabout tribes maintained s1m11ar power relationships wzth
RS 7 S0 .<,"’ RN Y e R R

wome of thelr dependents. Wlth the substitntion of a few terms, the

RIS By 1‘; e ;
Zenagui would be analogous to the Telm1d1 (disc1ple), whlle the g rama‘
s . L v :

fee would have its counterpart in the gab

We have already dlscussed the effects colonlzatlon had'on the o
_.'»J‘ RN R U :‘,e JLpy e (4’, [eMEN #x. e s IR b ,.v"x
power of the marabouts and the warriors, we have also mentloned com~
d LTE ‘Iff H:!\:.‘:.:,.J iR 'ij';,f Jvi:<Uu e - -y R ey
pensation paid by the administration (or “‘with 1ts b1e351ng) for the
: FOLT . N b e e e b
G N £ ST Mg ,-‘:::.l‘?/‘r:.'.,

abolition of vassal trlbute' some compensation arrangements were st111

. ‘{_.‘.:nr-v: AL TR TR S F T 0N 1 D
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under negotiation in the Tagant region as recently as 1951 (Aam Elfda,
the Yf??affa§99PeP§§tiOBQ. Ha o GOSTEEDW S S L annuw '
NeVEth?le§§}‘ﬂeimu§£uempha3izezthéffaé%ﬁtﬁé€5e%%% %ﬁbdéﬁ {ﬁ;%iiﬁi ’
general sense, the situation hasvbeensevolviag'in %ﬁai¥ECiiaﬁ“%3%eriﬂé£{ﬁfi
the 11beraLbz&tlon of tyraditional- dependéndy reiatloﬂéhlps in thexr most i
rigid and. t;utq], forms, the. vassal:groups are- gtill” vetEy much under.‘ the

moral ~ and sou.otlmes material - domination of their‘ttaditioﬁEI masters.

This is partlcularly true oj the marahg t8,--as ;their relationships

Sig i i e badsdoeni
w1th the Imraguen demonstrate. R, R Tt
ii. THE IMRAGUEN e e onu coer U

VIR AL

We have already mentloned the exlstence .of, th;s peculiar group-in’

PR

Moorlsh soclety, where it is the only group ; ‘making itsliving-almosgt:

exclusively from fishing. It is a group mostly composed of Vasaals and ::.

“(6)

ex—-slaves, strung along the Atlantlc seaboard in tiny clustersg Unt11

R )f Vel
1944 the Imraguen hdd to pay thelr overlords, mostly warrlors, a serles

Leppiomy o oo e

of feea thht wetre’ exorbltant wheh related to thelr meager income. These ,

v pron

fees! Were' the T131kr1t or personal tax, the Darraet Ahel Amar Ould

oo oardd 1ir baCa crea te0b
Eggghgggy or 'the'Ahel Amar- ‘Bblichareb wardrobe tax, the Taghadert or the
~'}‘*¢/‘( I*’x(‘»e RN

fischery tax; " the BkhouI lebat’ of the.seaferer 8 11cence, the Chrabelha31

—_—
R BT A TR R A e a1 1T
or the liceﬂse?to‘dfink'Wellﬂﬁeter; “the Iv11e, yet another personal tax; .
T eyl Levnh sReill

theﬂLebest Seddoum or the‘Seddoum warJrobe le (Thomas 1946, Lotte 1937).

Cootodan =d3 caminos HEneen

RNy R Par D wmoove sl

. - .
” 9 - LN )
o SR PE Y ey oy cher e Ty PRSP N
b LTRSS o

(6) A 19391CEﬁ9h§*dﬁﬁtea‘Sybihemegnéieees‘tﬁeLtdtal Imraguen population
at 306. Nowadays their number is no more than 5~6,000.
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- :The redemptlon from the warrior group of all these impositions

TellILISD R J_ B o

.l\\’

on Imraguen income has very palpably eased the exp101tat10h of ‘the - G
Imraguen. flshermen by the warrlor group, even 1f 1t has "not’ ended'that
exploitation altogether. But thelr exp101tatlon by the: marabouts, ‘based

or.the power of maglco—re11g10us bellefs, ‘seems’ to have contlnued

(FuX. Belletier 1975). . U

S
dn Slpam
B

“'Then. there is, the contlnulng exploltatlon practlced by the’ fishing

cbmpdnies* ' These:. companles buy a oortlon of the flsh hauled 1n by the -

< Jf( .
Imraguen from them. But at the same time thelr own flshlnp act1v1t1es

ey b
ooy by
. R

put increasingly dangerous pressures on the marine resources on which ’

the Imraggen depend.. for thelr,l}ye}lhood. v

iii. THE GRIOIS™
- ',.Among the deoendent grospéz we mﬁsﬁ3mentidnathe¢griots.‘ﬁThe

Phovioy ey

orlots are a very marglnal broup, numerlcally speaklngm. Counted together

-~

w1th the craftsmen; the whole lot comprlses’no moreithan 22 pf the total

Moorlsh populatlon. And the grlots are "4 ‘minority even. ampng,the crafts-

met. Tradltlonally,fthe crlots (genealégistsy poets, gultarlsts, 31ngers,

3
’(

and composers) used to be attached to tHat ‘prinecipal wazrior famllles.

o maegen

These days, 1n thelr efforts to survive the dlsastrous condltlons besettxng

Moorlsh soc1ety, the grrots have taken ‘€6 -a:kind -of syncretlc show-
I‘v--f

, buslness that is partly traditionil we “they - provrdekentertelnment and




men'8 epecidl iskills féay;iﬁétafﬁorﬁ”or"céréiﬁgavfrom ient, leatherwork
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excitement at big wedding parties =~ and partly capitalist -- they

organise concerts, charginpg .entrance fees (M. Guignard "1975). -

iv.  THE CRAFTSMEN P e

The craftsmen are of obscure oiigfh;éﬁiiké ‘the- grlot , they too

were traditionally-attached to marabout or warrior families or tribes.

Truio i These marabouts  of warrior orverlords extended’ protection and
material-aid to the craftsmén in’cabe of need. In return, the craftsmen

owed them'paymetits 1f'kind; €hé’specifid items’ depending on the crafts=

and haifdFessing Sarvicsd ¥¥on vonen) . “Rewardd ‘For these services wove

more or’les§ precidély Fixed ﬁi Eé&&i££onéihfﬁ1égfﬁ* PR T T
P51 o ad Ctedt stesa wd sosivrapebor vl bveslogron derme Il

As we have already notod 1n Moorlsh soclety most craft production

" ¢ B ,.,,\‘-f > [ T w_u'."\, i KR .:_.. e J-

was almed atﬂsnppirlng the noaédlé'£111éu w1th use;ul artlfacts necessary

('f";ﬁ - . i 2 T AT N St SRR LRI

for housing, animal hpsbandry, transportatlon, etc.

Since colonization the bonds tying Jthe‘craftsmen to-the1r former
T S R o L S gL i g L
patrons: haye Toosened ‘considerably. * The craftsmen were in the vanguard
of the ‘rusl to! the: urban areas. Onhce artived il ‘town, they have turned

with determinttPiéneargy’ to the production of luxury items, ih respomse
S CE g e oy { o i A RNt ol 'i',J,.:'.‘ A WA dun e
to demand ‘eréatéd’ by ‘the® bureaucratic' ''and Ehropean elite,
~ . : e sesapnel Lwvedniesiioa o b
Most of the current urban populatlon of craftsmen are therefore '
cree owidecadaotog vace ool Too vy Lo RATow o itos
jeWelers. Thelr 1ncomes vary w1de1y, from a few hundred ougu;za‘ to

iR oydniong st i

cp iR

,several thousands monthly.
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There -are, ‘however, some craft oceupatiéns whiel seem éapable’ ™"
of giving rise:to faetory-type industriesy examiples lgre “the éoal-fur~ =

nace-making and the pipe-making trades.

v. THE NEABI: A MARGINAL GROUP

“H.Ihe,Nemadiiﬁﬁafa‘Smallkgroup'qffhgntersfiﬁ“the~Ak1e&3hdtb?5df.
regions, beyond Tichitt and Oualatta. The group's members have different
R CONET EA e P SR EREE R L R R GO

origins, but in spite:of»that they seem to, function as a sort of -caste. -
(22 LN SN T RN AR A S AR : . . A T W < Bk T

Other Moors look down on them,;'sometimes thgy even:hate; them, on ¢ {ovie

3 ; 2id

account of thelr notorxety a8 11vestock rqstlers. As if:that were not ::

ORIRTELE ST 0 SO S & $¢ i

enough, they are alsgnthqgght”tguserve“e§_;nﬁqrmerseto:razziazgaidingg L

STw e b

parties. In the last threefyeare,,heqeuse qﬁ the war situation, the: ..

Nemad1 were compulsorlly sedentarlzed by state f1at. The way things

¥ G hidn .3 R ¢

look now, the group seens doomed to extlnctlon (Marty 1930 Garbon e .
Chawr Indnew gy onbid i e . l

19f7 "Laforgue 1926, Brosset 1932 Gabus 1952)

T B [
. U, o SRRTIEAI S
N . __1v_‘ Sl . CR R - ‘

i

b) SLAVES AND THE HARATIN ‘ } ‘ e
T ek be . B AT A IS RN SN B AR SR I IV LT S o
B N S CEERE oy me e G S T o o

From the economlc p01nt of v1ew, the slawes .and the Haratin are :::.c

SYRLTOLT

more 1mportant than the Nemadl.,rAgeprdipg to, the SEDES study quoted -.i: 7=

Fosprnipg

by F. de Chassey (1977), ;n 1964 slaves and the Haratin constituted;. :iijw

137 and 26% of the total Moorlsh populatlon.vahe;slevee function as: ...

shepherds, we11—91nkers, farmers' in fact they are the soc1ety s most
“ e i LS DT S EAREE L

active workers.u They are also the most unfortunate oroup in that soc1ety

EMES R ‘r

,4 1 "Y ',‘-'.'!’ - [

What are the f“htures of slavery in Moorlsh soc1ety ? And what 1stthe

s § SiTred
,,.ni. LSURIGE % BRPE NS YRR SRF S

history of its evolution ? .
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....~-Probably slayery:in Moorish society:.is as ancient:'as theidoeiety

0 Gen e

. < . i we v i viprr
itself, ..o ilroiboiren oo by momien T m I Rt R i

.....

cxle ani'A gignificafit dndunt ‘of ‘dvidence Thdicates' that at léast sdme

R SRR N

OF 'the 'Blacdk sTdvés Of the o1d Gahiaran citids “are édt@ivdfé“ftdm a

population whidh ‘Prliabited ‘thd ‘dfed’ before the arrival of Berbers

)

and Arabs'i " Mddieval Arab histéridns and ‘geographers scarcely mention

- i oo oy rprnpw cwh op g isfloal o y fen s TR AT TR ‘,.,~
slave trhd‘ng%éiﬁivttfés“hlong'the caravan routes of the Western sahara.
R

In the entire history of the Moorish land there is’ ‘no known 1nstance

of a,slave.market. . The most:ancient: slaves in Moorish society are

POLE I AR SRR B8 A R SRS CHE SR 4

Yoo poenrin U R 8h

.

known by a Berber name: Nanma..v i

+: .. To the.original population of-inhabitants: enslaved in' the crush

of Berber and Arab. invasioéns;an endless.ggreamhef-fresh“eaﬁtives%jf i

either.bought. of kidnapped.from the Sudan region,ﬂWasféddédi““Kidﬁaﬁﬁfﬁgs

R O R IR L

qY g0 G Lo P wid
t condltlons. In the tra-

PN ,

T, ‘,,,ru, S i ; YT . ';S‘_; B :_3-'-:_‘ ) ("y' 4 , 5y
Isirrglaves genefally 1ived under dif £24ch

rg'

. T R R T D R I P PR A ST LS O
ditivndl Mectish soéidfy tHei? treéatment, including starvation d1eta,

whipping ahd ‘éven tdrture, Vas 80 harsh it sometlmes bordered on'sadlam

i ey, e el o e b g*a,‘ S PR S RNV SN G RN L TR R I £
(Foﬁd&cc1~19A6;*Aiamxn*ler).”*“"
, o ‘:,i E"i A {Jf By . pure R "‘.’"I'l it s ‘,4' Gochn B 7 i .~,~r»1"':”

In theory, slavery wae“eupposed to be regulated by very strict

Islamic laws“”’ ¥n ﬁractice bcarcely anyone heeded these faws. The con-
e e Lo gt et LR g Ot Dorriiga s sl ke SR
ditioh' 3F the B 1Hves “va¥ied aeeordlnp”to categor1es: the more anclent

. . o si B 1’
'hategom@s fraie’.»laveé 7 fihnia W68 1:11‘ d,’ were better treated than the more

x

T

re@%hﬁ%taib@?y%iéiaV%gﬁﬁgﬁhégtﬁ%bhd 10 also’ depended on the tYﬁe of



B b L. e mon ,..' P JE
oo Foooo

f< ¥

masters they had and on the prevalllng economlc 31tuat10n. 'éiﬁﬁés

were among the first victimes of famines which periodically ravaged

the MderieH‘W6rId.“'Aparfdfrdﬁ”ﬁeiné'dirécﬁ ‘wvictims, more.of them also
got soidxdnriné'éncﬁﬁéatéétrdﬁﬁeé (Mérﬁy”l927) IIn point of ‘Taw, slaveg
status means total dependence of ‘the slave’ on the: masrer.»rthe master

is entxtled to se11 hls slave, he can maké® the ‘slave's: daughterSrhls
concublnes at whlm' and he is the only- Iegal heir: to any property the 7.,

slave manages tO own. - O TR R A ST "
vl .

This sxtuatlon has gone through a number of changes Undet the

T

PR
A

impaet of factors we have analyzed above, =
Laiien A .
In the flrst place there was colonlallsm, under which the equallty
3 A

of all human belngs before the law was formally proelalmed. Bu:‘the

;oerke ot
changes wroupht by the dlrect act1v1ty of the colon1a1 admlnlstratlon o
were less effective than the more lndlrect fallout in helping*to charigé
tﬁebet56nsjef tﬁé‘éié%&éf(?oﬁaéeéiilgae); For instance, the.colonial
governnenfqééuene‘time:eerabiished "Fréedom Villages" purportadly- to, .
réééiée endgéettled escaped siavés; but, in the very words of thé. ...
villagers themselves, the "Freedom Villages" rapidly:degenerated into:.

"Villages of the Governor's, Slaves" (Denise Bouche 1950).,

o ":The”ﬁgéhpEEiénTEfItﬁe right bank of the Sencgal River.as from . :
TAGIANR B, e cx b e i it e ,
l962,speeded'up the southward migratory movement*andithe settlement of,

'slaves in Iarge farmlng townshlps, the adouabs’! (szngulur. adabal, literal

meanlng. v;%lages). ‘These agglomerations of people;elrgegrneeenwhlch
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grew up around the coloplal admlnlstratlve{posts and were for a long

g <3 RN RIS

time bas;eally populated by people:formerly belonglng to the dependent
. i R0 AR 1 SITTy Y

groups, came to be 1n thelr own rlght a means‘ofuself—defense for escape:‘lw

SEELAR R Dofsen Comtazoavn Yo o
slaves. There they were. safe from the r1sk of person-to—person confton- -
tations with their old masters--confrontatlons that threatened the1r Co

fl‘eedom.\j R NS P LI LR S T S LS R RN e
aveed larad e Prmiiv i B R RLL N Lt b e P A

The migratory movement 1nto the farmlng v1llages, urban areag and
cet S di i BIn gr mad
even forelgn countries was therefore an ongoing reallty we11 before the |

Anotpein ! rigde ey cipmeds gy od Fe

.-rr-»,--_l recyss SRS
last decade of drought came to swell it to 1ts present well-known 1men—
wP,a “;r_-:;‘;‘;',_’:. M) ; 1 <t R ) Cop e e e 3 R . - »
\ [ BT SV s el s Lt Rl Bntivie iy shr
sions.
WU DO o am e Ty Do e g L0 CTABY R T A ?fn;?fgy 4310 T

Nowadays slavery 1s dylng out in Mborlsh soclety, ‘the reasons

PR o Ht a0 ‘N gy 3 : :" : ,eq\;'a—yi' E«

for 1ts(demxse are essentlally mater1al reasons, chlef among them belng the

4 : 1 X o i P Ve
i ST SRS furp E e ._“\“1—1 “

disasters that have crushed the anlmal husbandry 1ndustry. The fact
e * R S R AL T S U LRI AR W TR LAl
that slavery 18 on. 1ts way out, however, does not mean that problems of ,
CEE T I N R A S (TR R et Y.
subJectlon_andeegendeney,have been_solved. |
ST e R R SRS ERGe Ll e

1

‘The:-truth is:that in tradigional Moorish society, even enfrapchised .
slaves, the Haratinm,.mormally.kept;up clientrpatron relationships with . . .
their forner masters. These relatlonshlps 1nvolved the payment of numerous
Sy TRt B _..,_:;_::;j::_;a. '11 ,'\,__;;.;.; ’?!‘f‘}

dues; O, as_we have observed repeatedly, they took the form of a share~

. Luoady e PP N Lo (SRS o ,'L‘:‘f,.'. DR X
X LA A

cropping arrangement 1n cases. where the Hartan1 was a farm 1aborer.
SRR . : T SFR L Lae

'In'poor>yeans;such1§ha:ecrépping»erranseménﬁ$;Pﬁ?ﬁ@e-?8???“3111;;

A pa il TG

burdensome; «They became downrlght intolerable in cases where the old”

el PN 5410 24

landlords dropped-'the more :normal habit of sending a caravan (ravga) from .
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YO iy o

time to tlme to collect the dues, ‘and*simplyicame to;settle w1th1n a
lID( e 7

R 5'

few hundred meters of hlS Haratlns hétds (adabgz e), with,the undlsgulsed
L Bt Yk 3y

aim of extortlng h1s own consumptlon needs’ d1rectly from what they

rr'«;
3

roduced Thls klnd of s1tuatlon was kiown to happen in recent years.

7 i

¥

So the accelerated sedentarization of nomads.hegun’rnf%he”earlygixs

1970! y: shlfts the problems of dependency relationships and land tenure:.

from an old context 1nto a new frame of referehce. <o

ST

e ) 3 i

xThemMoors have been compelled by the dec1mat1on of’thelr llme&tock

herds to resort to farm work. It is a sort of work for whiéh ithey-have

o

nelther apt%tude nor 1nterest. So, basing their claims on land tenure.:.;.

rtghts vested 1n pr1nc1p1e in the trlbe, they ‘have been: tryrgg,ln a
e
number of places (such as the Chogar Gadel lands in:-Macta Lahlar reglon)

~f. ‘r

to challenge rlghts already won By the Haratin. Their .aim xnxthus

posing such a challenge is to try to restore their. absolute control over

the land areas in dlspute; faii'nz that they hope to.make as much
cinmes Yl o L
capital as they can out “of a situdtion in. whlch the prlmary producers

r+:»..t . . SRS
,,,,,

- sl
would be forced to remain in the: cramping . posit;pn of sharecroppers.

ot

iy ! “
A! o F e ey
ot -,':u‘fl.,-.‘;_.'» g h

S Clearly, thls 51tuat10n ganerates ‘conflicts and«tenslons Whlch

are partly respon31ble for the rural ‘exodus §“vin particular, the. Haratlns

""f’ 5

and the slaves, in- mov1ng away from thé countryside,-are not. only

IS
R U AT it

escaplng economlc prlvatloﬁ; “‘they are. also: leavlng beh1nd a set of
TS el o e . i
soclal relatlonshlps. The slaves and Haratin e ¥ > cunstltutlng in many

--’:"'-’ 5 . grva?
. D oy FET vy !

adouaba a'practtcelly homogeneous group (Chambon, undated study) have
: "".1 llf

Y
Y
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¥
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been sedentarized much longer than their former masters, and have learned

to be 1ndependent of them} Wherever‘the power equatlon favors

them, o

f . iocregos ey

they re51st the former masters, refu31ng to y1e1d land whose rlghtful

S ‘r_§ o . 0o : Sy ,.:--,;.‘t S
owners they con51der they are, by rlpht of the labor they have 1nvested
RS EANE o et T St ST R E S £ AETHTRT AR S SR SO0 S v VRSP GATUNRE S S 1
in 1t.
Al pooen o yodd sr cwewt e o suaaslan 3o oo ldeaniicley bl e o
Wlth the dlsappearance of thelr 11vestock the nomads and them—\
sxfacdan ramaly ooaodn vl coannooneaay y tngwd vl reag woians derwuntt ol
selves 1ncrea31ng1y compelled to do w1thout slave labor, on whlch almost
. o | AP P I ~ < Teeiay b i . i
“lcu @G BEAD0 T Iy e R R TR W R HEIE Y NETNNE S A5 S GO .A"..»e,,
all Moorlsh product1on depended.
arrfof o ol Lactdefugog edin Toopeidpxlusdan e o3 S0 Ao ity Tiaw

e o In fact the dlsefter,qﬁwthe leet Qegede,.eupgy;pgosed qn,chgnges

xnhen;ted ftgmﬁeggggjaﬂwﬂLmegy[seems teo have. brought‘togeyher all the:, . .

fagtors needed for.the, final abelition of, slave:ﬂn Moorish. sgcietyn,. ..

Mot Ierii longssince fuml collevtion;: whilth used: to'absorb’ a lot of!"
slave»vtaboxahtecame“ﬁeﬁetyJakﬁarginelﬁpuksuit in ‘the: rural’ economy’ ¢ 'Arifli
lxvestock\thosewﬁusbandwy‘kept-aﬂlarge ‘part ‘'of Moorish:' slave labor- ' iucw

occupied, has mostly beenvwiped out by the drought._ _Improvements in .

ﬁtransportatt@nt(the K;ff&»Noﬁakchott‘hlghway has been phrtitulariy 1mportant

- £ i i A WAL LS BV ’!"‘J %S IR 143
in th1s respeét), Bedentarlzatlehg and rap ‘ rbanizatlon have brought‘”‘e
Ak 23 : e el DR REAEEANEY )

anbnlmity totally
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over of livestock by, businessmen employingpwagéglabof;’ This kihd of "
«takeover -was connected W1th :the dizzying slump in llvestock Prlces e
in the early 1970's: milch cows were sold for as llttle as 1,500 franéé

CFA ($ 7. 50) each 1n Trarza. All these factoxs, have helped decisively
TS SRR

to weaken relatlonshlps of dependence and slavery as, they. used tol exlsk*

TERRCEE IR EE I

1n Moorlsh soclety scarcely twenty years ago. Moreuthanythat:?-colonlza-

tion, the drought, and the Saharan war speeded up the process. of south—

s Cppe s

ward’ migratlon and the sedentarlzatlon of the populatlon. In 80, d01ng
et 0 qe, T G T o :
they helped def1n1t1ve1y to upset the 1nternal balance of Moorlsh socxety,
. N2 E
a balance dependent on the demographlc, economic and polltlcal hegemony

< i
v

exerc1sed by nomadic herdsmén, mostly Arabo-Berber marabouts and warrlors,

over the .settled farming populatlon, mostly black Afrlcans. Henceforth
in Moorish soc1ety,<sett1ed populatlons would outnumber nomads, farmers
would putnumber‘hetdsmen,*and Haratin would outnumber "whlte" Moors,—

C k B ';. E%‘-a ~,,1‘5 .[ ; . - Vet T

Cep IS RN Tt
ot

e |

7/ For. qulte some tlme thie Moors themselves as well as observers of Moorlsh
'society (Dubié 1953, Lleutenant Julien 1947) have made the :demographicuo:
ksbsorvatron ‘that &he white' ‘Bizan ponulation tends to thin out and decline
in numbers in proportlon as they . get. settled in the humid Sudan zone.:

The . expre561on "agall min alirar Id*Aghzalmbou"111ustrates the observation.
It means "rarer than the white Moors of the Id-Aghzaimbou tribe.  The '
tribe referred to settléd in the Chemama area after a war with the Tagou-
nant tribe in the reign of the Emir Amar Ould E1 Mokhtar early in the
19th century Once, settled, the tribe became practically’ reduéed to
its Haratin members . Apparently, thelr enemies the Tagounant had had
better consultants.“v"Choose," their:sage-had~avised them," "the Tand”
where" hunger is the prevalent disease and ‘the jackal the dominant. an1ma1"
He meant the noxthern desert regions.«: ‘According to popular~trad1t10n, ’
which” 1s often so boldly hyperbolic, the ululations announcing the birth
of a son in an aristocratic id-Aghzaimbou family were broadcast from
neighborhood to neighborhood starting from Chabariyya, 18 kilometers from
Podor, all the way to Tiris, more than 1,000 kilometers distant. Today,
only two 'white' Moorish families remain among the Id-Aghzaimbou: the
Abel Enahoui, settled among the Idawali; and the Ahel Ahmed Ould El
Mokhtat, gravitating into the sphere of influence of the Ahel Cheikh
Sidia of Boutilimit. .

RN
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Conciu51on. The Moorish Social chrarchy
aiin ooy wlinom 3nsuion LA SR A4
With the dlscuss1on of slaves and Haratln we come to the end of

our conclse survey of classes or castes 1n Moorlsh soclety.

S T A S R 34 L T Tooe BT IS B B ; RERFANNE O fE "..:.':IE‘:IL{/:'..

- ERR S L *-,,"r; P S s Lon L IS O, K B : .

But two questlons remaln. is it correct to use the term cast s ?

Lud duwrd &1 Jashis

And how do the ong01n% processes of change affect the Moorlsh; oc1a1

Yo avnegnn it
hierarchy ? . L
Pt g S R A T r .- I e e e 0 Sh e En R :4‘,2‘) 3 ?;:g T

bt -AS.Wermoted at the beginning of :this-chapter,:the/relevance..of .’}

these quest;qns does -not, derive from a-merely. aeaéem;c meed -to-find:g i1iw

methodological rationalizations for a particular classification. ..The i
questions are relevant also because they help shed.light on:the:presént ::

51tuat10n and future desthy of the groups enumerated . aud tbexwmake it

Sy

adapt to sa,n e.,tz‘emr..tment under,sqms profofund.nphea\zélss..{

Among, educated Moors the traditidnal view:has ‘it:that!:the original:

d1v1sh0n ef labor in Moorish .society-had a-tripartite aspdcti: Onjtuiﬁaﬁwv

lssue thls Moorlsh vxew agrees w1th several reports emanathg from the
M PRy

Indo-European world 1n anthulty and 1n medleval tlmes (v1de M BLOCH, ey

Dumez11 Duby, etc ) Legend has 1t that 1t was the A1morav1d chleftain 5
Abou Bakr Ben Omar who, in 1087 on hls deathbed 1n Tagant, declded to
E S T N v ls o

d1v1de hls d1sc1o1es 1nto three groups. the warrlors were to prqpagate o
Lehonnpgorn w SRR Py eatd

Islam at the p01nt of the sword and to defend ;he areas thus cqpqueregf

R TI TREs Co e i, : el

the marabouts were to be respon51b1e for education and justice; and

co8fd

the vassal group was to support the preceding two.
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However, there are numerous Jreasons fo

tite de81gn is an a posterlorl ratlonallzatlon current mostly among the

marabouts, and almed almost exclu31ve1y at satlsfylng their own n¥eds. '~

After all we haweurn fact observed that the warrlors are by no ., means
ardent’ Musl1ms, ‘and ‘that the defense of Islam is ahout the last thing -

on their'mlnds ) Be31des, the vassals, on whose shoulders the support of
the first two groups is supposed to rest, are so ludlcrously few, belng

at the,most -only. SZ of. the Moors that the whole schema should be recelved

PR

with skept1¢1sms ‘Lastly, the-gridts, the craftsmen, the Haratln and the

fr :'
i

e

Slﬂveigare‘allxleft&outi. in éffedt, more than half the Moorish popula-““

4ot
RSN

tion is unaccounted for.’

e Certaln authors, (lzke C Hamés, 1977) have sought to demonstrate,
similarities Betireen the Moorlsh soc1al hlerarchy and the Indlan system -
of orders (Varna) and castes (Zatl) But there is a vast dlfference

ESTRE

between Moorlsh .social stratif1cation and ‘the mlnutely detalled and

I

coherently codified :ndian system as ‘'we know it from the Dharma—Shastra.wvh

gt

In ‘the first place the terms for order and caste haye no, equ1-
valents in Hassanl, the Moorlsh dlaleet of the Arablc language. But ..

AR

even%beyond that the Indlan system derlves frOm 2 metaphy81cal and Cos~.

mologlcal ‘matrix in whlch, somewhat Platonlcally, a soclal class has; a.

functloﬁal and organlc anthropomorphlc analog. e.g. the mouth ,the feet,~

Tall

the thlgh**ﬁhe ‘arm.” Now thls type of matrlx 1s absent 1n Moorlsh soc;ety.,,r

Yo RN}

gthlnklng that thxsmtrlpar—

L e, A
[ R SRU
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fEis 4 society'fﬁ“ﬁhfcﬁﬂthefé“is*ﬁdztraceiatealléofrthashhiararchic
séale | 6f purity whicH ‘providés the Indian e¢aste systém with its orgam . ..

nizationial scaffolding, 4t the absolute bottom .of which-are the.outcgst, .

GIUEIL e Ll te 00 o g
untouchabie‘s. : SRR A SET R ey e B anmr e
CERTE T o e s

There ;s not even a clear-cut hlerarchy among the aitferbiit ngups=

constitutihg'ﬂootiﬁh'soeiety;*ﬂcradtedg~thehwhmriorsvand‘thegm@rahouts

11,

are at the apex ‘and’ the Blaves occupy the  base. - Butiin,betweengthewtopswnw

7—;'1“)2.‘{'.‘{’_7'{‘:., T T T d e  eed g L, ., . .
rank the vassals, cfhftsmen;'grrots ahd:Haraerﬁvnaccordxng?to,ppeqedeqce,“¢
v DT W w4 R ST e

SHE Toivanw godw vl :
Furthermore, nowhere 1n Moor1sh soc1ety “do we flnd the §drt of -

st hobufove vifaag L
dietary taboos 1nextr1cab1y bounﬂ up w1th ‘the’ Indlan casté’ syétem. RERIL A
in"‘i 5 -rr 'X “ry o J_, B ? T o . r" . )
A I 25 el e nnt e e

Flnally, 1t QOes notvseem as 1f any group in Moorish soclety Has

" Yaos 4
A : i k;'.‘;]... Y'Anvs sal Ar

even been totally or exc1u91ve1y conf1ned to the occupatlon theoretically

R L 'a

reserved_fpy_;t..w .

Even.leaﬂing.asidemtribeSusuch,as the_Kounta and the Ahel Sidi

Mahmoud whlch 31mu1taneously comblne the functions of marabouts.eno o

warrﬁogs there ete nuoeious examples'ot(ff;ttot;foh;‘to;hioetehouts, |

becoming);&gg or penxtents. Conversely;hthefe a£é"eiém§1§s ot‘;érahgﬁté“ﬂ

tribes which have taken up. eths~ondiptoceeded mostdt;;izcahiyjzgqéégé RN

the bitterest of wet;:‘ilke the oar hetween the Ioanggai;mghd4the’16;‘ -

Belhaceh,‘or thatxbetween the Ideldxba and the Oulad ‘Ebikry i1 "the'

y by

middle and at the end of the l9th cintury. S IR S SR DR R & e

* U R S R R A0 DBs 0 wgayode no doange d o
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In fact all Moors, in varylng forms and degrees, practlsed anlmal
TR RV To R S BRI : DA

husbandry, the occupatlon theoretlcally reserved for the Aznaga or vassals.

F: B

Music was in practlce not the monopoly of the grlots. And there have o
been cases of craftsmen metamorphosed into excellent warrlors, an example

being:'the Oulad" Rguelg 'who composé’ the paiace guard of the Emlr of Trarza.

S .:- Copera ey ' R

. N’ »' [T IR IS
-”None of these groups w1th1n Moorlsh soc1ety 1n313ts on strlct
endogamy, though in other respects the d1str1but10n of spouses follows ‘

relatlvely tlght hlerarchlc regulatlons. Thus, for example, 1t ls ex-

tremely dlfflcult for marabouts to consent to thelr women marrylng

R

outside their class. 1In -fact the question ariscs 5&1§*when"§affi8}§ are
the suitors. involved; *the"other”grOups are autbaafiéariyﬂeiéiudé&f"ﬁﬁé”f'3&
meraboyts have the, option of taking wives fromrallgtheromher’grbﬁgs,':
To use{gg;anglggy §§§9d794 bloog group@;xweucould;say»thefmarhhbuts
are "universal recipients'; slaves, on the other hand, would béﬁcalledf"“”‘"
"Universa;‘dOQOﬁs' 51nce they can scarce{y ever marry -ypmen; outside.,

, LS i
thelr group though a1l other roups can toke vives fron,theirs. ..

The warriors.are entitLed~toJtakeawivesxfromeaLIsother grodps,*’“’h

but only glve them to the marabouts._yVasaalsfmay~take?ﬁiVesffromfall”7'"’“

g

groups exgep; the warrior ‘and -marabout.groups; ‘it is:.rare for vassals

» . 2 f RN ",f .n'.“f'_'
to give thelr,wpmgnzamey,tOgany{but:warrlorsnand-maraboutSI“ : A

H N 25 S S, e a "',;;“ 2 S L, Sk i ey
In such’ 4" system, it i# obvious that 'the distribution of wives
ers o lOhigm

AT ' _: Loebh N e . -
reflects not so much the imperatives of caste endogamy as an anxiety to

keep intact a hierarchy based on a non-tco-rigid division of labor.

- Il N I BN I N IE N BN BN S S -l N N N N S S



‘‘‘‘‘

’.‘W#"» '- dlomi ’[
"by colonlalism and the encroachment oﬁ thehmarket ecohomy ' W& ‘have
,-- o "k o iw R -~ l‘ i

examinéd- the gymptoms .of thlS encroachment :, ‘ghe+Weakeﬁing“of“tradl-

I P e I
¢ ol ERSEE o o

£k tmonal power arrangements and thelr sphverslon by-theuehih‘nékus," the

LRt
\,“r CoprEot

decllne of the precolon1a1 educatlonal system,‘ {ehe monetarltation and
. '-,l‘.-.u“‘ Y S S R

inflation of dovr;kpeyments. We have shown how the drddghttof” “BHe” B

o

;1930'3 aﬁd the Saharan War worsened thle eroelon, swelliﬁgiéhe %ouéhward

popuiat"ﬁ“'ov eht; enhanclng sedentarlzatlon, and magsively’ tggravating

ety BTt
R o) J‘L) " e

the depopulatlon of the countr¥31de. And to.wind- upntha étﬁdy, we have
Lpuged BIvE

-
sought €o ‘avoid’ too r1g1d a concept1
‘l:](ge*/j ”w 1;\'\ Tl

brmngihg oult’ its subtletles, and show;ng that, it contalnsd%bntradictions

Aelorn

n of the Moorish. soeﬁél\hierarchy,

and evolutlonary seeds that mlght help ;t .adapt. tos .the "new’ context

'-—'i,k.f_

thhin ‘which - ‘the' Moors have had to move ever since they:were colonlzed

and sedentarized. ' . ,;),uﬁ
o L Gl syt T - : 3V

" The sécial framework we have outllned above may be found 1ntact

’n sokatedhrural spots but 1h the urbaq areas it s gradually dylng
outtpjmn fa&t‘éome Moorxsh ar1stocrats 80,80, far. ‘a8 to. eomplhfn that fn o
s I

these. utban’ arees the old roles have been reversed éformér*déﬁéhdenté o
N ¢ 7 B

who uséd “te wotk ‘for them, hav1ng fled rural,penumy torsettle fn towm,
¥ R ’ o ‘ L ;i—« _!;«,

nowltry%whéh*théy can t0~hust1e a llvlngwgggjQﬁﬁthelrkoldmmaéters;““
. o 4 ‘ R EE e cliANE ’ N :_:“-“;".‘."‘5
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Still we constantly haveﬁtoxreferﬁhack*to’the;tradltional social

i : oL pere S
i T ¥ £y .

’h1erarchy to explaln the current -urbany. capltallst stratlflcatlon and

,:\, .:_,q o I.‘
R P

% the accompanylne rlse of Jew. classess.: On- thls séore ‘we have already

A

3 \ .
noted that warrlor and maraboutrelements have together managed to sh1ft
e ———————— - . .. ;'1

PR .
from the apex of the trad1t1ona1 hierarchy. to thé apex of the modern :

R

e11te structure. We need to add a .corollary: ‘Former slaves and Haratln

have heen‘relegated in 1arge numbers to menial: functlons w1th1n the same

- i
AT i co H A
AT v G .

modern structure, as laborers,s factory workers ‘and domestlc servants.

{ie ey

Even more spec1f1cally, we could trace the influence of the trad1t10na1
IS I i-::;'ﬂ::' ot AR

‘di%131on worklng 1n the capltallst enclaves” of‘today s MOOrlsh soclety. )
PRI qetat oV

Th1s would probably reveal the sreasond why the commerclal sector and the_

L i";.a'. R
‘Y

buréucracy are 80 overstaffed' the Civil Service regularly eats up

80? ‘to 1007 of the state budget (Ould; Cheikhi1979). After all thxs is_
. PR ¥ i«

W 0

a soc1ety whlch tradltlonally has looked down on manual work and whose
R arLve fuh

members were on the whole unaccustomed to any form of lnvestment or

long-term budgeting. N Paia
v,‘-1{ 1 ReS '. ‘Jﬂ\‘:; S )

' Unless we w1sh to cons1der the pepple themselves and thexr whole
. I DT .
life style as’ an obstacle to development ("Everythlng would have been

ATt RS P

perfect in the colonles s sald Albert Memni, Y"had’ there been no nat1ves"),”_

'w‘:'

w1th thc understandlng that development means capltallst development,

S, T T

we are ;obllged to conclude, from our entlre discussion, that at all
st T

those points where Moorish society is resisting the total domination of
capitalist relationships, the amount of resistance it puts up is
precisely the amount of resistance capitalism itself wants to put up

with.
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227 GENERAL CONCLUSION ' -
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The eompos tion and; 1nsta11at10n of Maurltanlh‘s Moprish populat:on
GEe hg, LA .

as, 1t was scarcely a dozen. years ago happened ‘over & ‘long. perlod of

o
gt &

et

e
UL

ffrequent upheavals “To- recapltulate the ma;n p01nts, we. have dlscussed

84 N
£ gy i Ay, e

the aborlglnal preéence of aypegr01d populatlon ifi“the’ Westprn Sahara

“.1‘:‘_;- ) Ir

Wy

robably the’ vaaballzed~remgants of
AN i F2 T i o

durlng the Neollthlc Erd; it was

.,/«.

th1s populatnon whon the flrst waves of 1nvading Befbers+eqslaved. Next,

“ 1»

we took up ‘the:issye - of the role played by”%heae @etaer 1mmlgrants. It
£ omn g B e

was they who, warklng ch1ef1y through ‘the’ "Almoravid movement, helped to
: )"tz .

establish Islam definitively 1h the areas under study. We have g1ven
RU v ng, ,

g coucrseraccount of confrontations between the; Berbers and 1ncom1ng
t'lﬁﬁ D iF
“Héni. HassanwArabs whose vanguérd reached the Tlrls area around the end
. ‘J,: ,{Ir ,
ot the-l4th centurya"ln d1acussxng the- pattlal trlumph of the Hassani

ihs

trBOps at. the end of the Charr ‘Bebbe:Wap in wh1ch they fought agalnst a

SR i Ui

g grber - coa11t1on led by the Oman Nacer Eddln, we, p01nted out the

emergenee among them of embryoﬁle‘state organlzatlons in the form of

LTS

Emirates—~the Tagant Emlrate prov1d1ng an, exceptlon to the rule’ But

«. the focus of our- hlstor1ca1 survey, coaslderlng that the centrél

)

etrategy for economlc development, was on the 1mpact of ‘the trans-Altan—

P

i

LR tlc,trade and colonlzatlon on Moorlsh soc1ety. We have : taken,palns to

. Ah"
h,\’f‘xr’r T

.gp; 1t 0 out the dlslntegratlve effect these phenomena‘haVe had :on all the

RV VI Dl

s SRR T
Moorish world's economic and soclaL structures.
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In the field of economics we have examined the society's production,

especlally its production of commodities 11nked to the llvestock 1ndustry, 8

e

the foundation of the nomadlc life style. We have also dlscussed consump-

Fori Pra
SOEIE Loy daltaen sty -

[0 B
whe

tion patterns and the c1rculat1on and dxstrlbutlon of! goods within the

S e g .
[T S R

soc1ety. Our dlscuss1on led us to the Main conc¢lusion “that ‘the tradi-
RECRER. ri B N
i -"‘ ¥

tlonal mode of productlon, now 1rreversib1e placed under:the. domination

of the market economy, had deterlorated steadlly in‘all its aspects.
n _Sotial structures have followedhthe same‘batterh“ih practically’”

. .,:}. B

everymareawg And the drought of the last Oeveral years, together ‘with'

_r.

- the Sahara War, has turned this deterloratlon 1nto nothlng leéss ‘than'a

R PR

full. scale catastrophe. o o
CRE e WIGET L e e : 4 ] :

. ..’\'.

“The entire-lifestyle of the Moorlsh people, centered on nomadlc -

'astoralism, has: beén: radlcally altered by these developments.' The

sedentarlzatlon ‘process. and the ma531ve rural exodus whlch affected

Lt o it e

Mocrlsh ‘gociety -in the 1970' s did not, s1mp1y entall changes from place
to place or a modlfxcatlon in spatlal relatlonshlps. They also entalled

'-»._.", :

a tétal upheaval ‘in:forms of productlon and employment nutrltlon,

TNy

‘hyglene,ahouSLng and+marr;age patterns.

RTINS N SR Y L
L

JvThebcatastroﬁhié“climatit:conditions of this; last decade, falling

w1th1n the context of ! economlc and 1nst1tut10na1 transformatlon lnherlted

from colonlallsm, Hve” completely gnapped all the rnternal balanc1ng

P [N
mechanlsms on whlch Moorlsh soclety used to: depend.. The Moorlsh soc1a1
: ;!.
st TR 2o

h1erarchy was' traditlonally basedwon the . demographlc, economlc and

£
H
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political. hegemony..of Arabo-Berbar nomadic herdsmen .of .the waxzior and'
marabout; .classes~  Now, this old hierarchy:is.confronted with .the agser-.

tion of power on the part of sedentary farming groups,-made .up mostly -of

black exmglaves.icn v 2y wonileworang wesdt 0 coide d aur wplilowieed

< Onr mandate dn this study was .to locate factors. in Moorish spciety
which, fraom an organizational or inmstitutional point:of, view, gcould ...
constitute obstacles tg developmenty . . . .. ., ,.f . v,

The preciss définition of the ¥ekins of refekelice imblicit in thae™

mendhte! is open to differehit’interpretations, L But’ What we have' trisd
to do is, first, to show that as far as production was concerned, the
pre-colonial Moorish socio—economic system was coherent and relatively
functional. Secondly, we have also attempted to lay bare that system's
contradictions and shortcomings, taking particular care to bring to
light those factors which, judged according to the society's own crite-
ria, within the society's own frame of reference, compromised its
ability to perform at peak capacity. We are quite aware that in so
doing, we have laid ourselves open to accusations of anvantiquarian
bias, of having a fixation on the past. But our concern has been to
differentiate as meticulously as possible between the undeveloged‘
condition in which Moorish society kept itself in the past when it was;

so to speak, on its own, and its current condition of underdevelopment,

a condition characterized by a complete dislocation of both its economic

and social structures. In our opinion the main responsibility for this
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dislocation’ rests not w1th the Moors, but w1th the capltallst market
Ty

B
economy. Because ‘ever 51nce the end of the 18th century that system,
the capitalist market economy, has taken into its hands the means for

controllimg the destiny  of these pastoralists of ‘the Sahara Desert.

ST ; oL, R SR N ) '.’ P »»‘1"-'»"’1“. : : ’
It would have been appropriate to conclude this study by placing .
Moorish society back within its context in the general Moorish society.
But had we:attemptéd’ this, we would have béen drawn into a critical
examination .of the relevance of ethnic criteria in an exposition of
current Mauritanian social:realitiés--and that is quite another problem.
: cort L
3 17
A el N
[ BOSEYE
Y
zimesa :
o ; E
B X AR : 150
. ) iy s
B S RS ;.-i " o
R irwe 2
L SR 3
I
o e
PRy ST T e AT )
s ¢ e
o3 0 ! '
43 ¥ ; LR
. [t SRR
- ; i
,Kx’?« ¥ 4 _..".y.}....
R RN i
. Ie Wi i H 2
N 2 '
. nEEge A ner
(SRR

AR I N N NN N N S NN IS BN S BN BN N BN S S Bl

-~



. BIBLIOCRAPHY T

{\_'.a.f“’»":l‘;?"‘:.‘ o el e o
SR PR
RIS 2
I. ABBREVIATIONS a .

ENFOM: Ecole Nat1onale de la Prance 4' Outre’Mer,

o "
(National S;hool .of! Oyarseas*F;ance)
-3 »”;Jf'AQenue'ézAlvaservatolre, Paris. o : LN g AL
| g ot
CHEAM: Centre des Hautes Etudes d'Administra;ion Musulmane, et
(Center for Advanced Studief iﬁ'§y§%}p¢Admini§ér%2ig;5?1f”
13 Rue du Fout,?ﬁgfiéiﬁxc - -

BULL. C.E.H. Sc. AOF.: Bulletin du Comité d'thqe_g#stqmiqué.éﬁf?“

(Bulletin of the Committee on H1sto:;qa1 ‘and’ Sclentlfzc

A

Studles ~on,. French Wést Afrlca)

’ ”

II. ANONYMOUS WORKS

TS

A n
PEAN

- Le Coran (The Koran), trans. Blachéra,”JParls.Q“

. Lo
Wi ““}

Maisonneuve et Larose. 1968.



III. AUTHORS Lol wF R wEe :"j.i»'f . o
- . SRR U e i )
- Alamin Ahmed ben-es=Singi€i S Cotelmis e g

~121- .

Institut Pédagogique National (Naﬁféﬂé}{Educational Institute)

Rapport sur la Ré&forme de 1'Enseignement,

2nd edition, Nouakchott. 1978.

Ministry of Planning. S

O

Seconds Résultats Provisoires du Becencement Général de la Population. !¢

Nouakchott. 1977,

0
A
- UNESCO
" - e 7. . o Saida ol oy . -
Mauritanie: im0 : R & T

IR EN A T o
N [N S SN

,I 'i FE : L
Education--probl&mes et perspectives." Paris 1978. T

"El. Wass1t 34 tarajlml udabd, Singit"

(en Arabe), Cairo, Khanji and Casablanca, Malson ‘de “¥'ULitE Arabe,
1911, Sl e

Annilhat. {pi ) o
"Petite chronlque des Idow1ch héritiers guerrlers des Almprav1des<
sahariens" : o

S

PRI N

b

"Revue des Et. Isl", 1937

Andrianamana, Dr. , o ,
Situation nutritionnelle en Mauritanie - 0.M.S., Nouakchott, 1979.

Arnaud, J. R o
Lignes de forces du peuplement de 1'espacé’ maurztanlen »
Bull. IFAN, 1973, n°2. EAL 5

Arnaud, J.

"Profils démographiques des villes de Mauritanie d'aprgs 1'enquéte
urbaine de 1975".

Bull. IFAN, t. 38, 1976.

Sl N NS IS B I I N N - N NN .S - an . ..

-



f o

- Barry, Boubacar

"Le Royaume du Walo", Paris, Maspero, 1922:‘¢m

T R

= Benot, Y. .

"Idéologies des Indépggdances.Affiééinégﬁ; ?arls Maspéro; 1972‘”’

T f'=.

- Beyriés "Note sur 1' enselgnement et las’ moeurs(scolalres en Maurltanle.
‘ "Revue daa Etudes Islamlques 1935.

g

R
LA

- Beyriés "1'evolut10n spclala et culturelIe des—Collect1v1tes nomades'f

h, A

- Bloch Marc B " o
"La Société feodale", Par1s, Albln Michel” 19395 "

- BOnfl].S M. : “,,";

"La palmeraie maurltanlenne, cellulexécanOmique ef‘soclala -
Paris, mémoxre,ENEQM, 1955.. -

Ll

- Bonte, P.l v ' » S ’1V
"Pasteurs et Nomades: 1! exemple de. la Mautitanle in
Sécheresse et famines au Sahel" I1 - Paris, Maspero, 1975.

- Bouche, D.
Les villages de liberté, Paris, Mcuton, 1968




Jﬂjﬁ

23

- Boutlller, J.L. P. Cantrelle, J. Causse, C. LAURENT, Th,.

N'Doye - La Moyenne Vallée du Sénégal, Paris, P.U. F., 1962 .° = . . -
- Caport-key,’k. L s L T )

Le Sahara Frangais - Paris, P.U.F., 1953

- Carbou, -H.
"Notice sur ‘led Nemadi® .
Bull, C.E.H. sc. AQOF, 1917

=. Chambon, . A. SRS ,
"La population de - .condition ou d'origine servile ou maures
noirs" dans la K.I.M, = CHEAM dlssertatlon, undated. |

- Chepelle, F. de 1la -
"Esqulsse d'une histoire du Sahara Occ1denta1"
Rabat, "Hesperis", 1930.- ' : S

~ Chassey, F. de - ,
"La houe, l'etrler et le livre', Paris, Antropos, 1977 SR

FURTE S .
RIS R ;

- Chassey, F de ' . R EIRIER H
= 3ur anle 1900 - 1975" Parls, Anthropos, 1979
R G I 5 Nien . PRI N

S g

it

- Coppolanl, X. and O. Depont‘

-"Les Confréries rellgleuses musulmanes ’ Alglers, Adolphe Jourdan, 1897.
e

SRR ma e T rn Ty R R N e TSI . : .
~ Culture, P. St St

"H13t01re du Sénégal du 15¢ siécle 3 1870" Pafis,‘Lardse; 1910.

- Cuop, P. ' - A N Pl
"Recueil des sources arabes concernant 1' Afrlque Occ1dentale du
~ VIIIe au XVIe sigcle", Paris, C.N.R.S., 1975 ‘

-~ Delarozi&re, M.F. ‘
"Formes et Couleurs , Nouakchott Soc. Nat. Ed. (SNPE)," 1976

RN T it

whel L N —'-“

- Delcourt, A, o ‘ ' :¢*vr 'E‘¥ f ﬁ“3i ~ﬂ“”j e
"La France et .es Etablissements Francais au Sénégal ‘entre 1713'et
1763", Dakar,_IFAN, 1952. . '

s F i
sy N
ERRN B S

- Diego, Ch.' pseudonyme Dleao Brosset)
" "Sahara" Casablanca, Ed. du Maghreb, 1939.

T ey

-




124~

Diego Brosset
"La Saliné ‘d'IdFI1M .o i T o faie e il
"Renseignements coloniaux’, 939, "

Diego Brosset

"Les Nemadi" P :
Monographie d'une tribu artificielle des conflns sud du Sahara
Occidental, "Rense:gpements colonlaux 1932.

»~..';,

T S

Duchemin, G. N
"La récolte du sel et les conditions de trava11 dans. 1es,sa11nes‘v
du Trarza Occidental", Bull. IFAN, 1951. , .. .=

DUble, P. - - ) :.
"L'Elevage en. Maurirahde®. i o il 0t S0 oo
Paris, CHEAM dissertation, 1937.7 7 T
Dublé P. oy \{ ) ;‘,f.igf:_‘;-""i"' e 9 - y » f._._- ‘ . ‘ : “., ,‘ » . " ..
"! Org nisation du commandement chez 3§ maures du Trzrza"“““'~**4Lv*
Parls, CHEAM dlssertatlon, 1937
CopERIEAT L o0 Gt o E g
Du'b]_e’ P . T e s e s 8 s s i o

"La vie matérielle des maures, Dakar, IFAN, 1953,

Dupas, "Commanddnt ’ b i :', S e ‘
"L'&volution de la société maure’, Parls, CHEKM‘dissertatlon,
undated.

Dul‘and Jo . . oy ‘ AT
"Les;gnerrlers de Boutlllmla", Paris, ENEQM dlssertat1 1,

"Voyage au Sénégal’; Paris, Ag@sse,~1802.

El Chennafi, Mohamed T - '
"Sur les traces d'Awdagust: les. Tegdawest et, leur ancienne c1té" .
in Tegdablist I}>8.7andiD. Robert, -J. Devisge, e

(ed), Paris, Arts et métiers graphiques, 1970.

El Maurltanyl, Hamid CRIE oy
"L'indépendance neo~colonlaleﬁ'vParls, Sle ofiti;

Feral, Gabriel :
"La nomadxsatlon en basse Maurltanle", Parls, CHEAM dlssertatlon, 1948'




-125~-

Geniévre 4rat
"Les Kounta et leurs activités commerciales", Paris,  ENFOM, -

Gabus, J. N fif”;:,;;mu-r-f”“f
"Section Mauritanie"
"Revue du Monde Musulman", 1910.

Gabus, J.’ ' Lepd
'Au Sahara" Neuchﬁtel 5 la Baqov

Gillier, Commandant
"La pénetratlon en Maurltanle iy Parls Geuthner, 1926

PRS0 TR -

Gouraud, G’ﬂi'el ceo
"Mauritanie - Adrar - Souvenir a' un Afr1ca1n",Parls, Biqn, 1@55;1;1

Gruvel, A. S : ‘*”“b">
"A travers la Mauritanie Occ1denta1e", Paris, Larose, 1909

Gruvel, A. : Tl i SRR e
"L' lndustrle de§¥?eches~sur“la C“te Occ1dentaie d Afrlque, Parls, o
Larose, 1913. .

Gulgnard M. - ErE -

5

"Musique, Honneur et P1a1s1r au Sahara 0cc1dent11“, Parls Geuthner; fj
1975, s ’

oo p i

Ham@s, C.. . ~ioiies
"La Société maure ou le systdme des castes hors de 1' Inde"
"Cahiers internationaux de soc1olngle" _1969,3;_- ;

A
Hames, C,ov 3 i R PR Liﬁ?i%”
"Statuts et rapports sociaux en Maurltanle pre—colon1a1e" RTINS S
Parls, Les cahiers du GERM, N° 1977. '

Hamet I. trans. El Yedali, Deymani, ed. g
nchronlques de_ 1a Maurztanle Qenugalalse," Paris, Leroux, 1911

"-:‘fx‘,?'..'v

Hervouet, J. P
Types d'adapta~ion sahellens
L'exemple de la Mauritanie Centrale Merldlonale"
Thesis, Un1vers1ty of Rouen, 1975.

Jacques-Meunler, D. o ynéfﬁ3i¥m5ffwif
"Cltes ‘caravanisres de Maurltanle'Tlchltt ‘et Gualata ' '
"Bull, Socigté des Afr1can1stes" 1957.




~-126-

. SO kwn D mrwesamwentogn
- Fondacci, Capitaine
"Maures et serviteurs noirs en pays nomade d'AOF"

Parlg’ CHEAM dlssertat1en, l946 el oued s celal’l o

“

- Jacques-Meun1er, B, o
"Cités anciennes de Mauritanie" s Paris, KL&nehgieck;:i96lrnx:w:

- Julien, Lieutenant ’ e
"qu;s et _blance dans.le cercle du Hodh", Paris,: ‘CHEAM - dissertation,
194

- Labat, JuBy . .. | e ey DTG
"Nouvelle relatlon de 1! Afrlque 0cc1denta1e", Parls Gullyaume Caveller

- La“ Courb : ' RERS :

"Premicr vqyage di, Siaar dé“Ia Courbe falt‘§ la conste ar Afrlque en
1685", . L
ed. en 1913.a Parxs, .chez: Larose par Pu Cultru4

A

- Laforgue, P. . |
"Une fraction non-muSulmane en Mauritanie saharlenne, les Neﬁaqﬁ“*
"Bull,.. G.E.H, Sc. AOF,.]1926.; ; :

i {‘ .

Srerpd
= Laforgue,; P. '
"Les Djenoun de la Maurltanle saharlenne" "Bull C E.H.Sc.:iAO

i

. Y . LA
SR A giioy R By [N .

ST IR IC. sesesinov predod who e
"De 1'origine du thé& en Mauritanie", "Bull. IFAN, 1951.

- Lerlche, A. v el TS

Jl:‘

- Lerlehe, A'. ? S "o S Fesialy PREEE 'i}}r!l »’"«h_i"‘:
"Coutumes ' des Imraguen ’ "Bull Soc. des Afrlcanlstes

= Lugas, DEs A Jacnie:  Gvus 5 Ak g
‘"Gonsidérations Bur 1tethii maure et en’ par&kaﬁimér smr he raqe
ancienne: 1les Bafours", "Bull. Soc. des Afrlcanlstes o

- Martln, H.

%art}{, P' "‘(‘H.*‘;’ A ,:J' xL J»iy‘».u‘ { *i r‘“!”*"
Ltunité des pays maure™ "An. ot Mém. du C.H- E.H, .et
1916,




-127-

- Marty, Pt
"L émlrat du Trarza'. Uy Barls, Lervux; """ 1919.:,.

- Marty, P. R O
"Etudes sur_ 1'Islam et les trlbus du Soudan"; Parls, Lerous, 1919.

- Marty, P.
"Les Brakna", Paris, Lerous, 1921 . - .

-‘Marty, P.
© "Chroniques de Oualata et de Nema", "Revue du Monde Musulman", #927

'MaSBlgnUn, Ll‘ i e "7\: B L ’* ‘ oo :
"Une bibliothéque saharlenne" "Revue du Monde Musulman", 1909.

i34

- Mauny, R- , ‘ oL otund R aRUes e ST
"Tableau géographique-de-1'Ouest-Africain au moyen Adge d aprés 12s .
sources &écrites, la tradition,et,l'arghéologﬁe";ubakaf;-IFAN,*1965.

- Monod, Th. . .
Préface to Arts et coutumes des maures by 0,. dunPnAgandeau
"Hesperies Tamuda'™, -1§37, U REL L T

= Monod, Th. R R

I

Resume dactylographié de conferenges faites en- 1978, 3 Nouakéhott,
sut ‘Arguin et Portendick, 1978, ,

~ Monteil, CH. . T NI S A
"Contr1but1on 3 1'étude-du Sahara Occ1denta1 (fasc. 2) la langue Azer",
Paris, Larose, 1939. o P v

- Momteily V. ' - .
"Notes sur les’ Tekna , Paris, Larose, 1948.

-~ Meunier, P - : |
"Le palmier dattier en Mauritanie", Paris, IFAC Ann. ? 12"1955?lAﬂﬁ

- Ould..Bah, Mohamed EI'Mokh;ar _ : ’ ‘ ‘
"Recherche sur.la péésie d'arabe c1a881que mnurltanlenne (1650—1900)"
Parls, Thesis, Sorbonne, 1969. :

- Quld Ahmed’MlskégﬁAhdéd“Bezald\'::L

"Le nomade maure", Paris, ENFOM dlssertatlon, 1959

g P

= Ould Cheikhy AW i oiiiils ST N ik R

"Les multlnatxonales et 1' exploxtatlon du fer mauritanien”, Nouakchott,
cyclostyled, 1979.




V”La gumme4£n¢Maur1can1e 5 par1s FNFOM dxssertatlon, 1959.4

- Puigandeau, 0. du

128~

Ould Hamidou, M. and A. Heymowski
"Catalogue provisoire des manuscrits arabes de Mauritanie', Nouak¢hott
unpublished, 1975,

- OQuld Hammoni, M.L.

"Les confréries religieuses dans la société maure", Paris ENFOM
dissertation, 1959 - ' :

4,»_.

u? B
Ould %amlud Aor et 0 o S RS :
“Cheikh Sid E1 Mokhtar El Kuntl. Contr1£up105 LN Hlst01ré ho@itf&ﬁe '
et religieuse du Bil3l Singit et des régions voisines notamment
d'aprés les sources arabes inédites , Paris, Thesis, Unlvers;py of
Paris, IV, 1977w:. ., woo 0 - ol a0 L TR

Ould M'Khaitirat, M.S.

'“p{'
Ould Mohamed Saleh, A.
"Problémes posés par la chefferie traditionnelle en pays maure"

Paris, ENFOM dissertation,. 1959 cr T :h»”“_':"'f{ ~

Palletier, F.X.
”Passa,cpnesenﬁ at..avenir des Imraguen Barikallah",
Diplome Ecole Pratique. Ja¢ Hautes Etudes, 1974,

"La grande}foire:auxydaﬁtesfgﬂg§;i§ﬁ?Plgn,‘1937;WQ}TJTN“

Pulgandeau, G dw - o R T T RPOIr R S,
"Arts et coutumes des maures", Rabat, "Hesperis Tamuda'™, 1967. iy’ v~
. "'.-‘"‘/,’»"-:r, ; N . . ) . 5

[ R I TR

Pltte 1.R. R ” Lo

"*Nouakchott Capitale de la Mauritanie”
Paris 1V, 1977. : ; oy
Robert, D. and S., J. Devisse R P R

"Tegdoust" I Paris,  Arts- et mftiers graphlques9 1970

RN S BT R

Rognon,. P it L1 e , : |
"Egsai d 1nterpretat10n des variations cllmathues au Sahara'depuis o

40 000 ans", ... .
"Revue Géo. phy51que ét-de Geolqg}e DynaéfégégL1976w~M‘

Stewart, C.C. and E.K.
“Islam and Social Order in Maurltanla s ngo;d Clarendon Preés, I973 “

&

Bt

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

L sGFusp viel md



Taine - Che1kh c. ‘
"B1b1105raph1e linguistique sur le hassanlyya -~ Inventaire des ét.
ling. sur les pays: d'Afr1que ‘Noire. d expression frangalse et sur .
Madagascar, Parls, C I L. F. 1979. 43; : ; \ S

Thomas M. :
"Les Imraguen de Mauritanie", Paris, CHEAM dlssertatlon, 1946

Toupet, Ch.

"La sédentarlsatlon des nomades dans la Mauritanie centrale sahellenne,

.

Paris, Thesis, Ui Univ. Parls VII, 1975.,

Trancart el
"Le piturage en haut Adrar" "Bull. IFAN", 1940

Venacker, Cl.

"La Mauritanie jusqu'au 20e slécle" in "Introductlon 2 la Maurltanle"

Paris, CNRS, 1979.

Vuillemin, G, Désiré

"Contribution & 1'histoire de la Mauritanie", Dakar, Clalrafrlque, 1962

Vuillemin, G. Déslre with ‘M. E1 Chennafi, M. Ould Hamidoun and Kane
Elimane

"Histoire de la Maurltanxe des origines au l7e sidcle". Nouakchott, - -

M1nxstry of National Education, 1964,

Veraet, R. :
"La Préhistoire de la Mauritanie™ ,
in "Introduction 3 la Mauritanie", Paris, CNRS, 1979'

1964 Vulllemln, G. Désiré with M. El Chennafl, M. Ould Hamldoun ‘and ,.fi

Kane Elimane. .
"Histoire de la Mauritanie des- Orxgrnes au l7e s1éc1e".
Nouakchott, Ministry of National Education.

o

1979 Vernet, R. . o e
‘"La Préhistoire de la Maur1tan1e" ,
in "Introduction 2 la Mauritanie", Paris, CNRS.




	88320001
	88320003
	88320005
	88320006
	88320007
	88320009
	88320010
	88320011
	88320012
	88320013
	88320014
	88320015
	88320016
	88320017
	88320018
	88320019
	88320020
	88320021
	88320022
	88320023
	88320024
	88320025
	88320026
	88320027
	88320028
	88320029
	88320030
	88320031
	88320032
	88320033
	88320034
	88320035
	88320036
	88320037
	88320038
	88320039
	88320040
	88320041
	88320042
	88320043
	88320044
	88320045
	88320046
	88320047
	88320048
	88320049
	88320050
	88320051
	88320052
	88320053
	88320054
	88320055
	88320056
	88320057
	88320058
	88320059
	88320060
	88320061
	88320062
	88320063
	88320064
	88320065
	88320066
	88320067
	88320068
	88320069
	88320070
	88320071
	88320072
	88320073
	88320074
	88320075
	88320076
	88320077
	88320078
	88320079
	88320080
	88320081
	88320082
	88320083
	88320084
	88320085
	88320086
	88320087
	88320088
	88320089
	88320090
	88320091
	88320092
	88320093
	88320094
	88320095
	88320096
	88320097
	88320098
	88320099
	88320100
	88320101
	88320102
	88320103
	88320104
	88320105
	88320106
	88320107
	88320108
	88320109
	88320110
	88320111
	88320112
	88320113
	88320114
	88320115
	88320116
	88320117
	88320118
	88320119
	88320120
	88320121
	88320122
	88320123
	88320124
	88320125
	88320126
	88320127
	88320128
	88320129
	88320130
	88320131
	88320132

