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E The catalyst ‘of ‘cHaride - fnrall traditionai societies has
been the" impact ‘an’ alien monetary economy has, had on all}ievels

oﬁltheir modes “of' 1i1¥e; "their: productive: systems, their 'c1;1‘”

structures and relatiénships, tand~ their very mechanisms‘ofvseRf—
sufficiency if not sﬁrﬁival “A long: history of conquest, domina-

4‘1,, o]
tion and colonfai pollcies'havewnot soared Mauritania*from that

process. Added to all‘this, therdrought,oﬁ the 1970 8, bqrst the

fyn, ‘\x ‘M, R “'\

Tretln

groups had given the illusion oﬁ~maintaining to~the outsid'jworld
§ome survived better than others, but all were touched in the'R
lorofoundest Wiy ‘Possible “: learninq how .to., adjist to erratic'“h
change. Drouqhts have béen recurrent cyclical phenomena in Mauri»
tania every 30 years 8t 80."Yet;riit is essential to understand?
that the impact of" the most recent drought anﬁ the ad}ustment f:
to it have'been very different!than: in the past, rendering thef
eople s possibilities of survival far,more fraqile and téhﬁ§us.
Both human ‘and animal demographic pressures,_a consequent process
of degradation ‘of ‘the ‘environment, & change 4n mercantiie circuits

and a greater dépéndende on manetarization haVe all, le& to a ;
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striking“difference in the effects of this last drought as com-
pared to those of the past century. v

Men and herds can move for better survival elsewhere, but
agricultural land is immobile. Unlike men and cattle, it cannot
reconstitute itself. It has already become obvious that, while
agricultural production is decreasing each year, the commefce
of livestock has dramatically increased even if thig can be ex~
plained threugh the facets of economic and social exp101tation.
This. impulse of exploitation has not been possible in the agri-
cultural sector wh1ch allows no room ‘For speculation: .. as yet'

PoEe e

~ fnt The. trad;tional soc1a1 orqanlzation ‘of ‘agrivultural. labor
“in- Mauritania has been deeplv shaken ‘and ‘il 4n-an uncerta;n con-
centrated nrccess cf change!s change {n’ 1and‘tenure, change tn
;the social and economlc relatlonshlbs BEtfeeri 1aborers: and owners,
change ;in. agricultural’habits and’ motlvatlons, .¢hange in the
role cf women, change 1n the tynes of khowh miqraticn patterns,
change 1n.habitat,vchange in the verv ‘¢oncent’ of" space, a- basic
premlserboth in relatlcn to political power  and- control of aqu—
cuLtural production .{._”he llst 18" endless' and the outqome re—
-.mains uncertain. . o o e ey au%m-;*.

Py - We. w1ll attempt to concentrate on th¥ee ‘broad toplcs ba51c
to- the problems of agricultural develooment n Maurltania tradin

‘Ltlonal cancepts of 1and ownershlp amohg 'the ‘three major - ethnic

- groups: (Mocrs, Toucouleur, Soninke) ‘and - their subsequent change

fe gy *through agrlcultural prOJects, the’ traditional aqricultura& Jda-

s bor . force which f1ts so strictly in thé various: hierarchicad:
;social, systems and its mutations, and “lastly, the: Vardious ;m—
pacts Wthh agricultural develonment, prinbipallwaxrmigation,
have had on the general plcture of social change.
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The ‘traditional Iandytenure systems of the major ethnic”:l

qroups OF ‘Madritania - the Moors, .the, Toucouleurs and the %o-'”
e Befn

ninke - are well Known; and much has been. wrltten ahout them

Bt
in the old and current historical and anthropological literature,

and espeC1ally ‘in ‘varicusoreéports dealing. with, development pro-
jects. MoreOVer, ‘d National .Commission.on: ‘Land - Tenare was formed
“¥n £hé past ‘yedr. “and-is still studying: the problems posed
by the application of the 1960. Land. Ownership Lew. To avoid un-
netessary! repetitibn; we propose to:present. an. outline of the
trhditidhal land tehutre systems as; a. necessary background to .

¥ U

‘;”’ In splte»of thevqreat difference‘between the'social struc-

~\ture historical ‘background:and.. -ecologdcal.. environment of the

three‘hain groups mentioned above, simllarities do exist and,
~indeed;  dreate a link with. ‘the .rest. of. traditional African land
tenure systems. This does not  lead us  to, assume, however, that
unifie& mew 'laws could tlien be enacted. :Quite to. the contrarv,
“the" ‘problems that Ied! td'the;failure or: standstill of many a
deVelopment project. linked: to- :land, ,zedl tril Jution. are due to

U the'lack’ bf uhderstanding of. the particularities of the dif-
ferent concepts of, and attitudes to, ownership. in the various
SYStems. T Y1 I S e e e ¢

FARN ¢ * - M

The most coﬂmon characteristics oﬁ“the,African land tenure




proyects.)We will see below, however, that,more imnortant and

more difficult to pinpoint are the differences.’ We 1ﬁsist n"this .
point only because it is through the understandinq and consider-

ation‘of suchidifferences: that attempts at reaching the peasants )
most '‘coficerned will be:made more. suocessful The traditional

characteristics ‘which we: perceive as beinq common to Black Africa

‘and An particular to.the Sahel are .the follow1nq ?«L

I A

&' Individual utilization of 1and is. w1th1n the qeneral
= e

ST odnicept ‘of collective ownership and is conditioned and
St et controlled inot -only by .the- community as a whole but bY
02 0 gheéthric power ;structure; . ~‘¢ﬁ«,',' B :

" bu¥A"highly defined hierarchical social structure,and a’
A ‘correspordingly-defined. system of rlqhts of ownefshiiz
and usage of 1land are strictly adhered to._-'f” o

? ¢,/ 'SHiffing cultivation. is inteqral to the tradltional

t"ﬁ-agricuitural gystem..of -production in rainfed areas. The -
“'gtrong impact.which the drought has had and continues

”ﬁfﬁfto have ion ‘the decline of. cultivation has affected the

.....

faria

" ¢ious, ‘economic. and political unitv, if not surv;val

- 'of the’group depends on it. While land sale is somewhat

" morée rtommonly. encountered; today, there is still a qreat

o yelubtance  toundertake -such, transactions with outsiders
to the group. - j"

© @7 The’ unwritten character of, the law or free interpreta-

“pilons ‘0of "lands tenure .laws, (ex. of Malikite law in Mau-
ot iytania) result- in the. difficulties of its apnlication
and its variability. This does not imply that written

1) See Podedworny, passim,
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laws mehf Better laws.. Indeed we maintain that'the'
LA medern laws enacted today: are. fer less. sophisticated

than customar¥y’laws v aicf take Lntq accoqnt variations

and particularities of dlfrerent leqal 31tuations oern"
tinent to the group.
e. Ownership is assured throuqh a system of imposed taxa-‘

tion, gifts, or performance. of rituals on those" accor~
ded usufrult of land by recognized owners.

O Rt ST SR S R et g . .
- AR MU P b e g
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Th1928 ) the French coloniaixmewers trled to ;mbose a,

land ownership ‘acttHatrwould recoqni;e owners iny aftel~

“cial reqistration of the- 1and «Though this: was Deriod‘which
helpea exbropriate oné ethhic: group for. the benefit of another,»

especially in the" South; it did not succeed-in OVémcomiﬁq custo—
mary laws fdf toddy,foriqinaY owmners of the land return to

clalm thelf rlght nOW»that‘ixrlgation Asy wellxas the droughtt?f
have increa sed " the ¥dlue of certain Adands.. in., Auqust 1960, the
newly 1ndependent Stite of Mauritania,. in: an attempt to enforce
a land refOrm pro-edure, -enacted ‘a new.land ownerehig(law whlch
1s “much contested ~tod#&yrnot ‘only :for its very ‘vagueness, but also
for the lack of coasidération it ‘gives to:the diversity of custo-
mary Taws ‘and for its laek:of recognition..of the: most basic of
Islamic tendts + Swhérship of land:ris; based en work, the v1v;:
fi%a%ieﬁ"‘6f€ﬁhe‘1and ‘and’on historic: eircumstancee, This rule
Tis based on one of the'hadiths: (savings of the Prophet which ;
hold as'much importance totheological lnternretations as the
Koran itself) which legitimizes ownership by the mere’ fact of
v1vificat10n of the land. However, land lost by owners can al
ways be ‘a4 basis of ‘reclamation’ ofwri hts to thls{Laqu In@eeq;

i WL oy P &

2) Toupet, p. 257-258; Chehata, p. 124-125.




from all reports, evaluations and analysis of land ownership
problems, it is not the difficulty of the recoqnition of owner-
ship that is at the heart of the problem’ but rather the Eoli~
tical institutionalization oF that ownership »'
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A'LAND OWNERSHIP' AMONG THE MOORS

Ll t

i

””?hoots,Aunlikefothet1ethnic”groups; own land of various
typéé"ofvcultivation in'Mauritania : oasis, dryland, irrigated
and recession. This ownership, traditionallvkdefined‘alonq’social
lines - (beidane owing -land, haratine working the land ‘with: various
riqhts of usufruit), is- strictly confined to clan affiliations
(for” both beidane and haratine). This pattern of ownership ig
determined by either ‘right of conquest of land or by right of
first clearlng and cultivation of land. Becauseé. of the diversity
of the types of .ownership- based on ecoloq1ca1 conditions and.
historical circumstances of acquisition, customary 1aws differ
from region to region, esnec1a11y in relation to 1mposed elan
taxatiOn giv1nq rights of"® usufruit to those without land (xental

r-y

fees varY1ng from giving’ I/IOth to 1/2 of dtop) . e .
In:pr1n01ole, +he land tenure system® of the Moors is: -based
on Islamic 1aw, on the Mallkite rlte, but most often customs of’
the different origins have qiven it its own characteristics or:’
have adapted Islamic rules to thelr own: benefit and circumstanceS':

The golden rule in.Islam that the 1and belongs to the one who~ ©P

(tit

fom bt TR . HESIE LT
et L T ’ - oyoi

tion of society and 1aws,-=- - SRR }

CUE

Lot




» or .rains, by the .chief of the clan,

cultivates it is rarely adhered to anywhere in the Muslim World
and. almost .never in Mauritania.: Indeed ~the assumption that%Is—
lamig law -accords. riqhts of ownershio exclusively to "free men

can be interpreted to be,correct only in the event that the conw
cept of ‘"unfree men" refers to slaves who have not been con- '

verted.to ‘Islam. It 1s therefore incorrect theoloqically to A
say4) “that. Eslamic law allows‘haratlne, who are. Muslims and re-

cOgnized_evenJlﬁyperipherallygaso members of the .group, .to be

s

" neseluded from ownership. It is.rather. customary laws and social
~habitsgthat‘enforoe,such_restrictions_and such interpretations.

“+ suActyal land.ownership is at two, levels . the communal and
the:individual,. The chief distributes communally owned 1and to
heads -of -families who. have freedom of decision over their plots,
except for giving it away. It is only upon the aoproval fram the
chief that strangers or outsiders to, the clan or ethnic group :"
may be: permitted . to settle and: own. land This form of ownership

. requires pavment of. a yearly fee or tithe to the clan s chief "

in: recognition of the oriqinal ownership rights and has beoomet
a far more frequently. observed phenomenon in the oast ten wears.

' Very freguently, because of 1rregular rains, land is redis~
tributed every year by .the drawinq of lots after the first floods
5)a highly egalitarian gesture
giving all the opnortunity of better crops This eqalitarian fj
strain is also seen as . an expression of gratitude to serVices'
rendered. by others but, situations such as: these are very diffi—

cult to. translate into a nationallv—devised law For example,"

4) Maurel, p. 24.
5) Toupet, p. 257; Dubié, n.d., Maurel, p. 27,




before the 1960 land ownership law, the 1nhabitants of T}djlkja,
-subd1v1ded 1nto 4 fractions of. the Idawali’ clan, participated y
toqether in the constructlon of a damia¥’ Ederdum in Wthh theV.
were helped by the Public Works departmént. “Because of the hls~
tor1c recognitlon of the valiant defernise by the chief of one of
'the fractlons, Ould Abohoum, -of ‘the interests "of the Idawali
agalnst the Kounta, it was.decided ‘that that fractlon would .
be qiven an extra 1/6ths of the land allotted to ‘them and the'f
other 5/6ths would be equitably divided among ‘the four fractlons.6)
- Different expressions of-recognition’ toWards complete out—
srders through bequethal of -land have ‘been’known" throuqhout the'
hlstory~of the Moors in.Mauritania. 'THu§} in- gratltude for the .
support of. the Wolof against.a common’ “erfenty, the em{r of Trarza;
gxnot only marrled a Wolof noble woman in the 18th’ century, but ”n
also gave them larqe segments -0f -land which is now oartlally :
,included 1n the ‘irrigated Plain of M'Pourie. Such generosmty o
consequently assured the emir’s ‘political dominatlon in the area. -

'Vﬂ7Where oasis cultlvation - palm groves = is 1n§olved the

traditlonal legal ryles.regulating collectivé’ ‘and’ 1ndiv1dual ;}:‘
ownership are far more.strict and more nrotectionist than those

for rece531on oultlvatlon, Clans ‘long specializéd in’ palmtree e
cultivatlon ruthlessly defended their territory’ ‘and. any outS1der
wbuld find hlS ‘trees cut:.down and his wells filled with sand N
We see more clearly in the;oasis cultivation” an’ Islamic code,»

the habous, adapted for. a purnose other: than*that’ for whlch it”;m;
was: orlqinally intended with definite’ benefits for the group 'S ..
Protectlonist 1ntere$t ST S L (ER L

6) Toupet, op. cit; p. 258




“The’ reliqious 1nst1tution of habous bronerties (meaninq

Syt

- +locked ihA7Y 1ndivisible and inalienable) for nurnoses of charin
- stably.« ‘agsuring ‘and nerpetuatlnq -usufruit riqhts to the poor has

fundamentallv chanqed 1n meaninq in Mauritania.- As a means of
excluding out51ders and of preventing the narcellinq of land,,
habous' is declared on the collective or family pronerty upon the
death of the owner and o .__X usufruit benéfits are shared by his
descéndants (in princinle only, sons obtain two parts and daugh=
ters one part of a property) ‘Thus again, pronerty remains w1th1n
the clan's family s domain and in.noinstance can 1t be sold

A traditional and more . generalized custom forcevithe owner
to: give the' cultivator of his ,land: (most freouently a hartani)
half 'of His pronerty 1f that co -planter worked for five years,ﬁ
on: the land Yet, such a custom is. in direct contradiction to.
the inalienability of habous° Where such habous propertv exists,

the custormary law of sharlnq property is rarely apolied 7 On

. ~the-other hand, in areas where palmtree prOperty is not qoverned
4by habous riqhts, as in Tidjikga for 1nstance,'another protec—,a

tionist measure is used The . palm groves usuallv‘have several
individual owners within one family and when one’ of them wants
to sell his share, priority to purchase ‘is“given to the other
co-owners father than the outsiders. In some areas, a hartani,
who has been sharecropping for over five years, may himself have;
rights to that sale. Indeed, it is felt that it is better to l
give to a hartani who is part of the social and family structure

FE

than to outsiders, who may become an economic and power threat.};;
An important consquence,ofrthis~inéiienability and in-

7) Ibid., p. 276,

£



division of land ownership is seen on oroductivity It appeans
that though these rights protect land from beinq parcelled, mis
nimal production Stlll prevails on ‘most habous nrooerties.,Be»t
cause. they'are frequently badly managed they attract 1ittle An=©
vestment by’ the numerous-owners who only qain usufrult benefltsi%%

for the property and are not directlv involved in i#d’ manaqe~ ﬁiﬁ"”
'ment.g) The’ dJemaa (clan council) has," however the power to.
enforce, penalties on the owners for ‘not maintaininq adod pro— et
ductivity.i)~" "- S P L t .
‘JThe Moors, unlike other ethnic qrouns, do .not’ consider
that the .lack of cultivation of land over a long period of time
Justifies loss of ownership Land once. acquired, remains nart
of the communalvprODerty unless it 1s lost through battle, ex-
propriation, oY weak political control Indeed, traditional Is— e
lamic law asserts that ownershio (g&l&) ‘of land, once: acquired
can never be.clost even if land is left 1ong uncultivated, unless
land is freely»dlsposed of “(By sale, for example) by owner.??) ;3&&5"
Yet, it is,not everywhere that land is. 80" sacred“to the clan‘or
collectivity: If it is. so»obServed in the R" Kiz area,. it is other-a

wise among. khe Moors in the Chemama reqion, the Senegal River g
11) W O

area, where land’ sale is undertaken without constraints.
Such contrasts are’ not a. result of the: extent of land availa~-
bility but rathe¥ because ‘of the difference in the socio—poliws
tical relationehio between owner and cultivator, i X:-N beidane

i . -

e (_ Ly

PSR R .
) b

8) Ibid., p 275 and BDPA, 1968
9) Toupet, p, 276¥" N o
10) Chehata, p._527“ Tfki;wh*“i’“”' e B

11) Maurel, p. 27§ Boutillier, et. al., p. 38.




and haratlne. Such a relationship changed much earlier and far
more. dramatlcally alonq "the river valley than elsewhere among.
the Moors, because 6f " the more dirédt ‘and more obvioug pressures
by the colonial powers. Today, economic pressures and mlgration
are the factors conditloning an ‘ev6lution ‘in-the traditlonal
system of land tenure.'"' R R Rme e

, All 1and tenure systems comprise two rights - : rights of
ownershlp and rlghts of cultivation: through renting, sharecropping,
leasing ... Among the Moorsy these rights: are traditionally de-
flned along clear soc1al ‘divisions. In generxal, owners are the
1') ‘the -abid,. (sing. abd :
domestic servants or slaves) may be allowed -to:cultivate but often

beldane, cultlvators ‘are the haratine,

strlctly on behalf oF ‘their mastery ‘therefore they .are not .obli-
gated to pay ‘the master or share in the expenses. of - the land.

All contracts between owner ‘and cultivator-are jverbal and
most frequently done ‘between ‘a’ master and his: ‘hartani,. thus
assuring the retentlon of land within the-otan and making it
ea31er for the’ owner to obtain his féel'or shdre of. the crop be-
cause of the stronq social and economlc, ‘ifinot. also psychologl—
cal ties; established between masters and seryants. -

v Usufrult rlghts of cultivation vary considerably from re-
glon to reglon and from clan to c¢lai., We will cite here only a
few contractual arrangements for' purboses"‘of contrast, while

12) In Arabic Haratine is the plural‘*for ‘harath meaning, the
““one who: ‘cultivates. Hartani is the singular form of this
word in hassaniyya, which is the arabic dialect of Mauri-
tanla Hartania is the’'singular feminine:of hartani.
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keeping in- mindithat with the changinq situation today, however;ln
many- a‘ bedidane. owner has been forced to cultivate:his own land s ;

ELE IR GeroeTas

ST TaT T

Tedoces T

a. After five years, the cultivator of a palm. grove (not N
~funder a habous) obtains half of the oalmtrees, except‘:r
AR = IRIeTS Bo .the Adrar where he would ‘obtain only a third of theww
‘plot. The. owner provides ‘the land and the wells while
i o the cultivator prOVides the séedlings.
b;uThe cultivator, in the Tagant, wbuld have the right to."
CRT s ondy half of ‘the secondary crobs under the palm trees t
f4de 1o (wheat and barley) T s : o
el The hartani cultivating ‘4 rainfed nlot in the Adrar'*ﬁ
T would sharecrop in equal oortions w1th the owner who ‘

r‘:wouldxprovide the seeds, P
o rds Ine the”Tagant,:the cultivator of rainfed plots pro— L
TEt mo- o vides, the .Seeds and keeps 9/10ths of the crop. .;”Sh
frelode, At R Kizh,the conditions of land rental differ according
to whether the cultivator 'is ard outsider to. the group

ST ooray hartanl ;}3)0 Ty e L

- .-i. In the case of outsiders to the gropp, the owner
. is entitled to 1/4 of the ‘crop from,the cultiva-
tion of the plots with difficult clearing condi-
P rtions and as much as 1/3 of the croo obtained :
’ ""Tfrém land where some vegetation: exists.; R
;*ii. In the case of haratine tenant farmers, the mas—'
ter is generally entitled: to 1/3 of the orop.

2F :;

13)‘Maurel, p. 50,




This amount, however, increases to 1/2 for which

t

seeds have been provided by the master-owner and
as much as 2/3 if he also assumes responsibility

1

of feeding him.
'iii. TA ‘the' case 'of abid tenants, as much as 9/10 of
“thé’ crop ‘18 prov1ded to the master who has the'
respbnsibility of prov1dinq the abid with food.
* £, Invpractically ‘all éases, the cultlvator or hartanl rust
SR ~pay-the ‘zakkat, the.rellglous tithe (1/10 of the crop)

cyr oo bothe owner' or tHe' marabout of the clan.;

- 1
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B. LAND. OWNERSHIP AMONG THE TOUCOULEURS = =
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”v,mpaditionally, the’ posslbility of the ind1V1dualizat10n :

’ofgland ownership appears ‘to be far ea51er and more acceotable ;
ot -
:{n the Mpor 5 social structure. Habitat (the tent)¢ mObllltY,fi

”comq?rce, ﬁOClal reLatlonshlps, all created conaltlon of 1ndi—
vidualization or, at. least, have led’ to a qreater 1mportance

D ’;fl’rv} (, Iv,,\ S
o% the nuclear . family. 'For the Toucouleurs hlghly centralized 5

[ R arsAns| o o o
sécial structurel‘)fsuch a pOSSibllltY was’ far more dlfficult

to cohc%ive.tlt is. qalynsince the colénial’ 1mposition of 1and

reqlstratlon on, . the basis of 1nd1v1dual ownershlp that such a
trend was made 00551ble, dJIrrigation: ErOJOCtS alonq the Seneqal '

\\{ )
Rlver are also enﬁorqing asnew form of’ Tand ownershln, at 1east

on paper, for ;t As. nots always Sb édndeived by the communlty '
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~+ Lapd. tenure traditions among..the Toucouleurs are complex
apd are;inextricably linked to:their.social.and-political struc-
ture and to their’knOWIedge_of soils and their usages. Along
the- Senegal: River, - three main types:of .soils-are: commonly known.
Egigf(ierti$e-recession~land)y-§;g££ (dry-land),:and fonde (rarely
inundated; land; between Walo and dieri);Yet; six-other types are
classifiedwithin:the traditional terminology and..each' cohform
to-gertain rules, and regulations. 15) . NS
Two charactexlsticshappear,predaminantztoﬂthe:customary
law : (a) the intricacies of the laws only seem to affect the
walo lands which are the most limited and most fertile, the
dieri, easily available apd:depending on rains, belongs: towhoms
ever cultivates it (the family unit, galle, or individual), thus
possibly becoming individual ownership: (b) excent for the diéri,
all.lands. are: collectively owned, ‘diowre, and are inalienable,
transmitted within-ghe lineage or-clan'through the dean-or-chief
of the lineage; :known-as dyom: lenyel or-maodo, .who: has -absolute

power .on land:and~decisions within the:lineage. . 0 o oowou

~The-proteetignist. measures are even-more defined than biv
with: theMeors- by a-complex:duality-of -law allowing usage of+ o
land, dYom=dyeng®lfriiterally‘meaninq right»of’fire (implying =
rights of theifirst, to.clear land), and dyom leydi; master of :.
the -hand,; or:right of.receiving fees or "redevances”. In gener&l,
both .dyom dyengol :and:dyom-leydi ‘are imposed on=the:same‘plotmof
lands (The cultivator, itheérefore, must pay:the*master-of=the“1&ﬂ&

(land+owner); usually:a-member of the aristocratic class‘oﬁiTo*J
robe, three forms of fees : the assakal the religious tithe of

o g e P R Sl e ., [T P S
"?-«‘m‘:rf" »}'L—' Y” DR A et e Tl LT T T ] g
PR e s e b

16) See Oumar Ba, 1976, p° 9 14.
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1/10th of the Geafly ¢Pop, thé f'dioli; the-yearly:fee for .. , .
"entering the field"; the.tiotigu.form of tax-to compensate. for
inheritanceé rights by the déscendant:of the owner,-In. the .past, ..,
both the n'dioli and the tiotigu' were usually’ éaid in form of .
cattle, ot for artisans, & product of their ispeciality. ... . .
"”WhéhioﬁIY”rights“bfrusagb;wdyomrdyenqpl, ére imposed;.:oneg ;..

of three'types of sharecropping: contracts are chosen. :. ., .. w4 %

CpEee

I S T
(a) assakal, 1/10th of!troo, theoretically, the religious .:
e SR
'Ybf“rempetien, X/270f crops a0 oLt e b ol
(c) thiocdou,a maximum number of:years -(up to 10) decidedtc
- i7 ypon ‘against which ia:lump ‘sum of money @r: riches. is:: -
Clpald;as ‘well as the yearly-assakale o0 e ot

TP A

DEELTUATL these forms Of ta%ationl§X”arefanmexpta$Sioavpfqd@Mif,m
nad€ion by oneé ‘class “on all-others. It.appears,-hqwever, that the.
oldest ihHabitants ‘'of thé:Vablley; said to-bethe Scbe, ancidnt. .
king§ 'of "soldiers, ‘6r ‘Subalbe, the caste of :fishermen,, werg5§ble_
to retain’Bh&f# rights: on-their land as.first occupants: 7) thus. .
remaining free from paying.fees unless. they .eultivated outsi¢e

of theirﬂiaﬁd]~These-rightsxof:11neage domlﬂatjqnlygry,ﬁromggrgat
to ared’dcéo¥dingt to thecstrength of the; lineage and the. sizes

of ‘their landiThe’ impbirtance: of that concept-of. lineage as, re-.:.

““lateﬁ to 1ahd is old but still very much alive .in the. Mauritanign

L S SRR BRSNS Sy

I e T TR TP R LI S
K . . P I v .

16) Other forms also exist such as doftal, payment through one
day of work in the owner's or chief's field, Hore Kossam,
. payment every Thursday by portions of milk. for the dgad,
7 payment by cattl breeders; eted. | L e v medr

17) de Chassey: 1977, éc 213, :"*’F“’“*f ﬁwﬁ:?




Fouta Toro. Domainés : were ‘acquired” throuqh condueqt or qlfts ‘o
the" dominant polltical class, thc Terobe, whose most powerful B ,
sub—qroup ‘are 'thé Lawankobe. Indeed the area is dlvided into :

seven' territorles,l"' sach of a dlfferent 51ze “and: of a dlfferent

importance, ‘where redevances and’ parcelllnq of land varies conwh

sidérably. “This" 901nt is’ verv siqnlficant in the understandlnq )
of the reasons for differences in the nature of land tenure oro;“
blems today as they exist in dlfferent 1rr1qation prOJects, as

for" example, ‘between ' the Gorgol and thg Boghe Dlalns,

The differences between the Gorgol Perlmeters at Kaedi and
the pro;ected perlmeters in Boqhe are oartlcularly imnortant be-
causé '6f the reactions’ to "land redlstribution. ‘Phree - quarters
of the Gorgol perimeters ‘remain uncultlvated because ‘of an effec-
tive boycotting by the ownérs. No such nroblems ‘are foreseen for
the Boghe plain. While four major clans tradltlonallv control
ownershlp over “the’ Gorgol Plain and three at Boqhe, the 1mportance
of the ¢lans is far more dominenrlng ‘and assertive 1n the former
because of the. hlstorlcal 51qn1f1can0e of Kaed1 and of these ?”'N
partlcular clans, of the qreat concentratlon of fields, as well
as the richness 'of the walo land The ‘economic dynamism of T
Kaedl, ‘its’ demographic growth and tradltlonal commer01al 31qn1-'”
ficance ‘have all given the traditional leaders an imoortant ad-
Vantage over the possiblllty of control on aqr1cultura1 pro~k
duction as well as on commerce. Whlle Kaed1 made strides 1n e'co“:‘
nomic diver51ty, Boghe, especially since the 1960" s, has dlmlnished
in population and thus in economic and agricultural importance.
The traditionally greater parcelling of the land,'escaping the- - -

e AR A T S T B S B EA I

18) These are known to be Dimar, Toro, Lao, Irlabe, Ebiabe, Bossea,
N'dyenar, Damga, inhabited by specific rlineages. = !
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domineering control of a few owners, such as. in Kaedi,as well as
the greater” presence of cultlvators e owners .on. their. own . lands:
(contrary to a high degree of absentee owners. in the Gorgol),
have madethe ‘problem - of 1and redistribution in. Boghe fari easter:
to manage both to the cultivators and the 1eqislators,l9?q |

--Land “teriure customs have greatly evolved in the Maurltanian
Fouta Toro, diminishing in 1958 (the inallenable prooerties) o
only 10% -of cultivated lands But the domination of the aristo- ..°
cracy as landowners, the Torobe, is Stlll very., obvious, withi 60%
of land-owned~ by them’ and 9% bv their dvabe, slaves -and, exrslaves:
Though these: figures date some 20 years back and the proportions. -
must have'chanqed since theny an 1ndicat10n for the gesistance mﬂ}
to chanqe,.hOWever, is very obv1ous w;th the creation of; inrigated
perimeters, @Vern though the" 1atter are usually nlaced -on-tthe - 7
least -productivé lands,’ except for the Gorgol We (sea here :a siv -
milarity. in'the expression of power 1n both the Moorish and Tou-
couleur social structure : power through the control of land and
through the inalienability (diowre or habous) of that land.

We cannot exclude from this brief presentation the ‘impor~.
tance of another aspect of the Touc0uleur social orqanization
in relation to land organization or management : the galle the
extended family unit with its galle Chief throuqh whom :all im=-
portant matteérs concerninq home and field must rass,. He- is. the “gsf
link parrexcellenCe bét&een the chlef of the llneaqeq dyom AXnyol
and the latter's constltuents, S0 to speak Though Je, may gather
all elders of the village or famlly‘toimake.awdecls;ony_he,is

20)

RS

LT e her b v HE I N . E .
gren sl - . S . SR B A

- - : ; o i i I
2l T . T

19) See SONADER 1979, 1978, 1974- SOGéﬁAH, 1972“ﬁxﬂ L

20) See~de.Chassey;" 1977 p. 214 and Boutlllier, et.@ley Pur origt
116 =L170 e e i
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the most 1mportant and thus ‘his control on all matters of produc—
tion and distribution can be great.

k In practice, the Moors, though they do not admit 1t 1n most
cases, do not follow the Islamic law of granting partial 1nher1—_
tance rights of the land to women° Similarlv, ‘the Toucouleurs:
and the Soninke, as_Will be seen below, exclude women ffdﬁ ine .
heritance rights on the land These two ethnic qrouns admit 1t :

to be aqainst their customs and JustiFy it by erroneouslv sayinq

‘~gthat 1t is so prescribed in the Koran, It is not always easy

to determine the difference between actual belief 1n a custom :.
and" conscious maninulation of this custom What is important 'wf
“for us to know, of course, is the practice. In thlS case,bit 1s .
a reflection of a highly centralized power structure as well i

as an expre331on of lack of understandinq of the Islamic codefn
which, 1f applied may revolutlonize the’ social structure as o
it did ‘the Arab world of the 7th century A D.° _ ' e

Yapvng 0

IR R TR PRI . B L R B ;o oLy
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C. LAND OWNERSHIP AMONG THE SONINKE
S EFE

All that has been said about the Moors' and Toucouleurs'fﬁ“
land tenure system can be applied to the Soninke with the prOmﬁiﬁ
vision -of multiplying by ten»fold the aspect of soc1al controlz.”
and" political protectionism, o S

Traditionally, Soninke land ownershin is in direct relatione
ship to the political power of origin. Rights to land are de-
termined by the right of conquest and thus the right to rule .
which is in the hands of two noble families dominating the po— ?'

kRLH]

litical and social structure of the Soninke in Mauritania, the e
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:fonde, walo, falol.”

Camara and the Soumare, from whom only the Tounka, the political
head and master of the 1and is chosen. The land,kin principle;

“is strictiy ownéd” by ‘the Tounka” familias ‘who 'delBgate théir: powers
"to the descendants of the founder of the vallage, its master

e

A1l members of the v111age, ‘bésides the Taling 'class,’ have Srify
?usufrult rights 6 thé 1ahd which 1% indivisibléiand inalleﬁéble.
N6 sé11ing” {8 pde8ib1a’ tholigh” changes 'hive beén dbserved; bt~
exceptiona1ly so. No land can be kent if the cultivator leavés
the” Villaqe. tetteesten sy Doy e unrbanen mmen e
ST RE S EFaretite exists, "Hdwever ! 'in® the’ deqree 3hd attrlﬁution
-of “1and’ accordinq §o)the types of soils known to the area: ﬂieri,
5 ) ST AR B POUNNE S FURE. X5 & SR St SRR S A TR I SR E 754
Even thohgh themdierl is abundant and" isy in ’princibl@m
free 5" whomever ciéars iR practice, "$E (¥ inder! thd! résnbn-
””ibiii%y“Bf*fhe'ﬁéaaféf"%ﬁé*viilagéiwhafbefc%&vééfa payment &F
1/10th of the crop. These lands are known 48" fred 1ands,’ dgaﬁ&nv
':kafonlnze, and béihg the Farthest: from' village™and river, they

fatd usualiy cultivéted*by thé servile: classesi’ 22} g more”fér—

“Ri1& lands, known as'the lands'of ‘the'¢clans,” khaabela-ninye, hre
uﬁﬁér“riﬁiﬂicoﬁtroi ot the'chief of tHe ¢laniand master of° the

ﬁan& nyinyaguhme, and oh thém three forms of’ usaqe‘are aiioWed :

A ba Rap Y R ot e apogd Yo it

PRSP | e Beowe 7 en 7 -. 3 W ek e e . iy $ 4
ek he osoine i38 FEEARCINETHNE I B ATSS SBNNE Y s SEPRTIES FOR IS ELAE I Py ¢

2134Dieri : non“alluvial™ardad:’ fonde ieVé@“fithﬁdéS“fﬁfé@E

¥ aypes of/soils): walo. ;qedimentary~basin behind . levee;. falo

~,. ..upper segment of the river bank. See Bradley et al. D. 1

Y ywhere” an lnterestiﬁg 1ist of 18 %erhk is présented denoting

. gopographic--forms. known ampng..the Soninke:and. Toucouleur (p.53)
and a list of 7 terms denoting soil types of which: 64are par-
ticular to the Soninke. There is no better proof than thit
to express the knowledge a people have of their environment
and its use.

22) See Sociological Profile on Black African Maurltania, ‘section
on Soninke, for a more detalled discusSsion’ of THnd tenure
and social organization of the Soninke,
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loaning of land on renewable :contfract eVery year, leasinq AR oo
three - years and a new phenomenon of the selllnq of land only:on
fonde. This 1s only possible on- the hiqhest oarts of the fond €&
which are now verv ‘hard to cultivate since the drouqht These -
naymentsy:nyinyantlekhe, vary: greatly from reqlon to region. and -

can’ éo from nomlnal symbollc payments to larqe portions of the v
crops. o . ot . R
Withln these custome of qeneral 1and ownershlp holdings - ¥
have a deflnlte organ;sation reflecting the famlly structurea

each extended famlly, the Ka, has a collectlve field, .the .te=Khore,
under the authorlty of the family head, Kagummeo On_the other.: R
hand’; the husband's field.is ‘known as salumo and the,w1fe B fieldi:
as Yakhar:nte and though ‘there is mutual help in each other "
field, the wife in pr1n01ple, is: completely free to do what she

tomary-, law further reinforecing the concept of polltical nower,
1na11eﬁahillty and 1ndiv1sibilltV‘of tHe' 1and The 1and,belongs
to the’ clan, to the community, and: réturns to 1t In .relation: .
to the family flelds, ‘the land beléngs ' to the famlly and at :the
death ‘of the head “f'the family; thé Kaqumme, another famlly jel-

der replaces h1m and takes control of famlly ‘affairs. Indeed, it
‘appears that in some Soninke c¢lans, nen and women dlstribute
their properties and other material goods while they are. allve
to the point that it is sometimes said concernlng the death of

B \Efi
more." 3) o G oon ot = R

Ly

23) See Pollét et Winter, p. 402 .

wishes with the nroduce. : R e e e d LR
Inherltance practlcally does ot ex1st w1thin the Son1nkecus~»
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LComen propefﬁy of clan_

I F s TP R i G L L ST SR . . .
Outline of Traditional ceecesdaecccesnoseas |

Moors : PR Toucouleurs

Tan. Tﬂfé All, lands, except diéri, commoﬁ
' property of linéade’ (6icwre)

Distrlbution of plots by = All decisions by Chlef of llne-

chief Of clan-tg. heads of fa--‘E nage ERRE bt e Eos
Smlly P T e 54{ R a“M:'Jf}: :.:n
Indivisibility of property =« Lands® inalmenabLé and: indivisible
for ‘profiéction ‘agdinst out«*ﬂ~ ARG
Sl'de Sa],e sl s liog - : R DI I SN S O SIS 5 Uy o S .4

bl

PoggiBle dollective redistri~- Head of extended houséhodd;;::, :

bution: of "plots éach year” ¢ galle, has control of land

Tt it Do et distribution. Intermediary
g oo ber ot un ) between lineage and village

“outgiders’ allowed chly: " i ¢% Individual- oWnership possible

thttugh- pérmissioniof Chiéf-;* on dier15w-mfs
and‘bjemia’ with: tlthe can&%ﬁv? P
siderations. R

Selling possible in= 11mited'*# Selling:is'frecent- phencmenon
areas (ex Chemama) ani e legyn

Land acqulred in recognlaﬁ Af- Sharecrooping contracts set
tion of services performed  according to rlqhts of usufruif

Habous property, esp. of - Predominance of aristOGracY as

palm groves large lahdownhers * f i v

Uncultivated land remains - Gmeat variety, . from reglon to -

communal property region in’ ‘relatiOn to usuffuit
taxation _

Role of Djemaa in cultiva- L .

tion decisions i

Contractual arrangements vary

;fﬁe“jreglon to region bet-i . o

weeir cultivators - (haratine) 52

and‘bwnerg«(beidane) ?fuv.iﬂ%“

Great - variety ofmtiihes “From T E
1/2 to 1/10th of crop goes
to the owner
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Soninke B TP

Alil.land owned by.political,

to the clan .

~

Head of family has final
apthorltv on family lands

“ But’ not ‘on ‘Fields owned by - -

women

All land is 1nd1v1sib1e and

-

1na11enable

oy oy Voeoo S
R A AR

Right of Nusiffuit for all:
clan members regardless iof
social class; no individual
ownership

Seliing of Tand still:ex=:i.: =

ceptional

, Land acquired thrqugh conn‘;‘ n

quests, gifts or. colon1a1
. acqulsltlon

Inhérltance on collective :flf

family basis only

Tithes vary from region £6
region

.
]

Land Tenure Systems (cont’d)

Wolofl)

‘Land tenure varies from communltv
rullnq class and thus belongs ' 'to community, depénding.on:de="
“mographic pressures and land

. ~availability . ERI
Y In genéral, Phlcf of: V1llaqe

has final authority on dec151on

‘makingy on.land, distribution

and has flrat cholce on, land
Land is collectively Gwned by

v village with individual plots .

.. for family unlts which are cons

. i+ tracted by the head of the ex-
. tended family, Keur

- No inheritance allowed to women,

but ‘division made . between male
inheritors,. excent for collec~
tive plots

Land.closest -fo village for
"free” men;land farther away.

for servile classes (same” apnlles
to Soninke) SR A T

L

1) As alreadv noted elsewhere (see Soc1ologlcal.Prqflle on Black
African Mauritania, section)on Woléfs), Very little is known
on the Wolofs of Mauritania. We therefore. nresent onlv in
outline form information gathered prlnC1pa11y from fiold 1ﬁ=

terviews.
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D. SOCIO*POLITICAL POWFR AND THF FONTROL OF SPACE : A CONCEPT

PRI ] o :\A.‘,,‘f s “ B

e of‘ LAND OWNERSHIP

: “ . ; .
R coye ! Co g e e Boem e p e Tl e el &

LR ]

LB T et yeds e Dempmndeadoang

Upon this background of tradition, what do the various land
tenure systems of Ma&ritania imply7 What do they mean ‘in today's
world of abrasive chanqey “ef" mobility, of " imnosed and alien nower
sti:‘uct:ure'> How are thevfferpet&ateéi~ﬂew'éundamentally aida they

RS SR e PAENE O 8 RSt AT

1SS

A€, i principle, the traditioﬁal land
oWnership qutem of the;Moors is based‘on the Malikite rite which
institutionalized nershin throuah eftort land belonqs to the
one wh}hcultivates it! But in’ oractice, this is not the case,
and we see that a’ strikinq 31milar1ty between a11 the ethnic
groups is the fundamental relationship established between the
acquiSition of land that i centrol of snace,'and nolitical and
social power, not necessar—-v economic newer All the ‘rules and
regulations will emanate from ‘that concent of power Which is re-
1nfor¢ed by a riqld oerpetuation of 5001al hierarchies. Con-
sequentlv, common '£6“411 ‘the ownershin svstems, similar mechanisms
and ‘patterns ‘6f control will prevail opmaen

et

a. inalienability and indivisibility of the best lands (in-
» deed -this is a most logical measure of- self-proteetion
- ceAand where, ‘his-
'Z*m:toricallv, land was acquired throuqh conquests,xrazzias,

" usurping of power) : ' B

w”fin a req1on where ﬁertile land is sc*”

E i .,(‘.) ,"! P Eat
b yearly payments for the Drivilege of usufruit Y a conr

*stant reminder to users of the nresence and status of
t '"ﬁtele

o the owner;f

RERLIOTe Ml

A
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3 relationship of deoendency between master-owner and ser-
**4””vtle class~(slaves and ex—slaves)yathe backbene ef ‘the
agricultural labor force. The original - reliqieus impli~
cations of most of these payments - helping of the noor
' throuqh the tithe of zekkat or assakal - were overridden
" for the puroose of reinforcement of ownershiop"

PR

4_;c{ rlgid control of the sale of land to out51ders of the

5

LS R

R

, communitv as a means of excludinq them from a p0551b1e
w integration 1n the soc1o~nolit1cal Dower structure. IF
sales are far more frequent today, they are, in rural
_ areas, still strictly controlled and only excentionallv
E 1s land sold under certain conditions[ to out51ders.24)
‘ The relnforcement of 1ineaqe is throuqh loans and sales

to one 'S own kind

- d Tradltionally, the extent of space - thus control - 'was

'set by the extent of llneaqe ties which in turn,fset
frontiers of land ownershin Thus attitudes to national

frontiers Stlll have little meanlnq to most communlties

- ‘, ‘ f

along the river but chanqes ‘are occuring more as a4t

consequence of the drought and economic self: defense |

"than because of national oolic1es.25)

. !'_‘

25)

i 24) N

We know of specific’ examples of such-gales' and in-each case
it was'an outsider who married. from the predominant ethnic
group after. hav1nq proven .. .himself to be a successful mer-
chant (examples in Atar, Caralla, etc ), thus economlcally

‘ugeful to the community. - A

Diallo, p. 13, notes however that some families cultivate
on both sides of the.river :°If we were to consider the no-

’ltion of nationality“*we would-say that® the- relations bet-

ween Mauritanian and- qeneqalesewcultivators .%.. are that of

~kinship,- neighborhood, work and, on, the echlec 51de, of

comolementarity rather than competition.™

»

,

A




"
¢

) 2
N 1 1

munitiesa

Chance throuqh the colonial imnosition of written land
riqhts, independence, micrationy drouqht and n 204 development bro—
Jects have all helped bring about Aa major 1mpact on the traditio-
nal attltueds toward ownershio The individualization of land
ownershio 1s Stlll not very widespread vet a heqinninq has taken
nlace - esoecially on irrigated 1ands - thouqh it is frequently

neither clearly nlanned nor clearly comnrehended by the com=
6) SR

The new economic independence of the haratine has weakened

ﬂa 1ink within the traditional Moorish social structuref But it

Ea 3

has only weakende it It has not broken it Though theﬁ“redevances
or imposed yearly tithes haye diminished esoeciallv since the

B VI T LE
drouqht ‘and since the qreater migration of the haratine towands

the walo areas An the south the psycholoqical link which is

- pen PPN
T e -l_.:-A':-, } ot \“

the o nysoc1al r ference available - the beidane ex—masters_-ﬁwm

is maintained throuqh these p:yments, These are frequently very
’itted today to outsiders.A71

mic independence of the servile classes (whether Mqorish Toucoum

reluctantly ai No matter the econo«r
leur or Soninke), the deenly engrained concept of Dolitical and

soc1al hierarchies place barriers to 5001al mobilitv, Through g .
this we can better understand the success of the landowners re—i
sistance to chanqe What we are not sure about 1s how lonq that,
holding back of change can be peroetuated o 1

xn s

Political power 1s s'ill the only Justiflcation for owners )
i

26) See below section on"Agriculture and Develonment, III}*E 2 d.

27)vSee below section, ;I+)$he Cultivators A 12 Chanqes in thequr1~
cultural Labor Force, and 111, Aariculture and’ Development B. 2.
£ (v)
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disputes' What 1s -at stake here 1s the pernetuation of a: defiance,
...on the" oné hand against restrictions invosed by tradition and,
.. ong +the other hand agalnst still—contested nriv11eqes 1mposed '
byfcolonialism ’ SR ‘ ' * S ot
Fe vy 01v1l servant recently told us-in Raedi that ‘the most’
difflcult, most unmanaqeable and most constant of problems are
those: related to land tenure. Speculatlon, claims, anarchic’ ;
squatting, anarchic constructions . are- all dailv occurrences which
most- frequently egcape officlal control The most obv1ous reaction
to all this 1s that the: oriqlnal political classes are forminq
.. A front-of solidarity (not onlv 1n Kaedi) "in onposition to anv
“change Which may risk: unsettlinq their power base thus also\their
privilege of 5001a1 control., § : o A d
It is not our purpose to go 1nto the historical details ”'":
for an- explanation of land tenure problems of today = QF.: vester—"w
day “Yet, it is 1mportant to’ note ~that.most ownershin claims""rh
have historical arquments brouqht forth by the narties involved.
The valldity ‘of all these claims is ‘pot always easy to determine.
This difficulty in. resolving these disputés’ highllchts -the ur~

gency of studying such cases as those of Lake R® Kiz,'Magta Lahjar,'z'

aorgol Aftbut of M'Bout, Dar el Barka, Boqhezs) The identifica~

tion of: who the owner of origln 1s should not be the only goal
of the research. Rather, for how many years: the land was. culti~-
vated and ‘bv whom may. be a- far more oertinent auestion to solve.

e il
PR IR
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28) Several documents have been written concerninq these proble

of which the follow1ng should! be-eonsulted, Hervbuet, 1975”'{§;

Maurel; Tounet,.Boutillier et al.; iSOGREAHSs GONADEP 1974,
1978, 1979 Some . studies should be redone such as the one
on Dar el Barka (BDPA 1978)" 1n which the heart of the land

v
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As already noted ‘above, it 1§ the poélitical - and legal S
stitutionalization of ownershio which will heln solve the cri—f
tical question facing policvnmakers s that is ‘what is the’ com—"’
blnation of tenure rules and institutions most conducive to rL
reachlnq small holder—based aqricultural qoals°""” R

B -é_

IT. ‘THE CULTIVATORS : CHANGES IN THE AGRICULTURAL ‘LABOR FORCE ~

. e -
.....

~~~~~~~~

,,,,,

ex-slaves in relatlon to “free people" in most’ of the groups’ BT

a’ cohflrmatlon 6f that reality. The Soninke of Guldimakha and

Kasdi support ‘the’ fact that there H#8 more slaves in their cém= -
Dounds than any other social class. A recent report on Tamourt e
many haratlne (34%) ‘as there aré beidane (37%) whils there are’
118 of slaves or ablds and 185 of ZenaQas trlbutary berbers‘zg)
This, however, does not mean that the” noble ciaSSns do" ot dbl-’“
tivate. Amonq the Soninke, everybody works “the 1and and aman -
the " Toucouleur, thc upper class &orobe are the most involved I

Wdecisions related to agricultﬂral ‘work and aré said to be’ the:ﬁ”'

ones to migrate the 1east, FOr manual labor or artisan work is"
considered sociallv d@ﬂeanlnq for them. For themy there 48 ‘stitl

patalS 3¢ SO o 14 SO C AU S SIS RS VPN AT O 5 2 T g e £

29) FAC, p. 17



more honour in working the land. Even the heidane are beginning

“to cultivate, out of economic necessity thouqh certalnlv not
with the sense of oride of the Toucouleurs or qoninkeﬂ\yaﬁﬁ?”
-Yet; the slaves and ex*slaves of all ‘the ethnic groups
are Stlll obliqated in mos+ cases to ‘pay Various kinds of tithes
for the privilege of cultivating a land that had been culti~-
' vated by. their great grand oarents. Aire11q1ous justificatlon
is found to reinforce the ‘order established. Indeed, the order
is so accepted that ex~slaves have their own slaves as long as
having slaves expresses a betterment of one g soc1al status,
slaves beinq equ1valent‘to luxurv qoods,3o) Whether they are
called haratine by the Moors, dyabe by the Toucouleur, dionkou-
rounko or Komo by the Soninke, the: institution ex1sts and.-in )

spite of definite chanqes, it is_ Deroetuated by a stronq ata="

vistic .sense of tradltlon. e R S

A word 'of clariflcatlon should be added here to. place into
better‘ perspective ‘the meanlng of slavery as practiced in-Mau-
ritania Nersus: the moére common appreciation oF the .problem. asan-
derstood 1n the West. We will go into the historical expla- '
nations .of -such a- social 51tuatlon for it has been dealt with

elsewhere (Soc1oloqical ProFlle : The Moors). It is. important "

to realize, however, that slaverv as -undergtood in the western
world does not exist" in Maurltaniayllndeed in Africa in qeneral
Domestic servants ‘and field 1aborers are part of a soc1a1 -class
which. is serv1le evervwhere yet they- also fit in the family- struc-
ture and . though® excentlons exist,.live in the same conditions,‘ 2
eat the .same.. things’, dress the same way',! except for the Moors.:

Culturally, this servile class 1dent1fies w1th its master's culs 7

T N
. g e o
P AR i
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30) See de Chasey, 1977, passim, p. 270 to 274.
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more homn°1nuwmm1ng the land. Even the beldane are begln-
ning to" cultlvate, outof economlc necessity though cerpain-
ly-not” w1th the sense of pride of the- Toucouleurs or Soninke.
Yet the slaves and ex- slaves of. all- the ethnlc groups
are sl obllgated in most cases to pay- varlous klnds of &
tlthes for the prlvmlewe ‘of cultlvatlng a land that ‘had- begn
cultlvated by thelr great grand—parentsg A rellglous Jus

tlflcatlon is foundlte relnforce the order establlshed

B Indeed the order is so- accepted that .eX- slaves have their

.ouwn slavés as long as hav1ng slaves expresses ‘a betterment
pf oné's soc1al status, slaves belnr equlvalent to luxury
.goods. 30) Whether they. are called haratlne by the Moor,
dgagg by the Toucouleur, dlonkourounko or Komo by the i
Sonlnke, the 1nst1tutlon evlsts and 1n spité of deflnlte
changes;‘lt 1s perpetuated by a strong ataV1st1c sense of -

frd

I

tradltlon . A o , I e ,
v A word of clarlfleatzon shculd be added here to pla@e

into better perspectlve -the* heanwng of slavery as practlsed1aﬂ‘5

e

in Mauritéania versus the» mote common eppreclaflon of the Pt

problem &s undevstood in thé: West We will not go 1nto the~

blston1ca1 explanatlons .of suth a 3001al situation for it~ e

“has been. deE1t w1th elsewhere (Soc1olog1cal Proflle The, ;w*ﬁ

R

‘ Mggrg) JIE s 1mportant Bo reallzeﬁihowever that slavery

as understocd 1n the western world‘does net exist in Maurlu
tania; indeed in Afrlca in general. Domestic servants angd -

field laborers are part of a soc1al class whlch is serv1le

1\1

everywhere yet they alse Plt - the famlly structure and
though exceptions ex1sts live in the same cenéitlons, eat&

the same things, dress; the=8ame wayshexcept for the Moors.

15

Culturally, this serv1le elass identifies with its master's cul-

30) - See de Chassey, 1977, passim, p. 270 to 274,



ture for it also lives it and. practices it. The nhysically in-
human conditions 1inked to the Western form of slavery are incon-
ceivable here What is at stake is the social and economic sta-
tus of the 1ndiv1dual who cannot move; either ohysicallv or so-
c1ally, to another environment., This brings up another qeneralized
characteristic of social classes in. Mauritania, and in fact, the
Sahel : one is born in the social class of one's qrand—parents

and nothinq can make one move up from one class to another, even
modern education and an important civil service position. A two-
tiered class system exists, in fact. On the one hand, the tradi-
tional system with its hierarchlcal social “Tevels strlctlv defining
traditional social and politlcal ‘behavior," and on the other hand
an urban—based class in which the modern sector evaluation svstem
predom1natesf& educational success, commercial economic success,
good job, fancy house, etc. It is here that one can see an eguali-
zation of traditional social hierarchies’ but' o _m;y in work situa-
tions and not 1n social relationships which are still heavily
determined bv traditional social ties and orders in Mauritania.

We therefore see that all social classes, from nobles to the
lowest class of serv1lity ~are locked into a social immobility
that tends to oerpetuate itself. The enormous difference, of course,
is that slaves, ex-slaves and domestic servants are traditionally
never completely in control of their destiny and are in a per=-
manent state of dependency. Changes have taken place but much -
change remains to be seen. | |

A. THE HARATINE : A SOCIAL CLASS IN MUTATION

The abd (nlural .abid) is- the domeéstic slave among the
Moors and rarely does he cultivate. The haratine are the cultiﬂ
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vators,. freed in nrinciple by their masters. They are free to

nigrate: they are able ‘to ‘become ‘ownerss;; some. have created their
own v111ages.!Yet, 1n essence, ‘they function as sharecropoers.f_
In the psychology of the haratife, work ‘is the. measure of survi-fﬁ

Y-

val; while for  the beidane, idleness ts an. expression of self«

.....

esteem,. at least when it ‘¢oncerns manual. work; De Chassey perti~'?
nently, wrltes 5‘ N SAEEE R

SRR

“Il ne faut pas ‘oublikr que sous l'aspect gratuit et h
: désintéressé de la. productlon théologique et ‘voftique
SEL oo madwrgy il y a fonctlon, Justifiﬁe var ‘les uns, . acceptée
s, . .par les autres, 'du surtravail -4’ une, moitié de 1a oopu—”
‘ “lation; selon les:chiffres actuels ies plus vraisemblables,
aw . profit, d‘une autre moitié, oisive.“31) B T

Thesé&* characteristics of the Moorish society dre. important for
they have a direct bearlng on the imnact of change on the societv
as a whole and influence the very process of- that.chanqe.not“only

?as”itﬂpertains to agricqltnral»production but to the modern sec-

tor-ds-well. .
Colonialism, independence, migrationp the drouqht, education,
all' havé generated structural chanqes ‘within. the various social
grouoings. Two important ohenomena appeared -salarled dabor and
modern - land leqlslatlon, The flrst precinitated a rural exodus

and a shifting of interest from agrlculture (forcinq 'gome beidane

“to cultivate themselves because of the 1688 "6 f traditional labor)

to modern urban manualhwork, The.seCOnd brought -out-an the ovpeéen,

‘ S R

31) Ibid, p. 148, "It should not be forgotten that under the cloak
- of. gratuitousness and impartiality of the thealogical and
poetic output of the Moors, there is a function, Justified by
some and accepted by others, ‘of the overworking:of one half of
the Dopulation, according toithermost recent figures, to the
»beneflt of the other idle half.” . ‘

ol g . . : o L
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by allowing\the confrontation.to‘bevheard;.thé ﬁensionS-lonq

stifledjgoncerning land use. In fact, it is since the drought
and;the;small.beginnings of development : projects that change
has accelerated and, indeed;has set in. , }

- -. Numerous examnles can. be found to express the tensions of,
such changes. Yet, it is interesting to note that the recurrent .
questions that come to mind after numerous readings and fiels
observations,vare whether the breaking of the ties of servility
means the end of tithe obllgatlons and, if so, does this mean

j the break w1th origlnal soc1a1 ties? With the oriqlnal social
;?identity7 ‘Thesé are not questions that we can readilv answer for
the the cases vary agreatly from reglon to region, ‘and from in-

dividual to 1nd1v1dual Some examnles may help hithiqht the di=
ver51ty and dlfficultles of thlS adantatlon to chanqe by both |

i f. N 3 b T IR

vbeldane and haratine. ; ,
e Ll e s o T
’AL Salarled act1v1t1es 1n “the towns have led manv a hartan1
. (olural : haratlne) to seek emnlovment while 1eaving h
- this famlly, or Dart oF it ‘behind, It is said that in
~some cases the hartan1 must stlll pay nart of hlS sa—'
q’lary to hls ex»mastere Thls is done not onlv because o
there is the traditlonal hablt of expre551nq resoect
‘_in thls fashlon (glvinq nart of one s productlon to the
Tnoble and rellqioue classes) but. more important because
the man's famlly may have rented a field from the master
and a total break between the hartani and master may
lead to the taklnq away of the field: from the hartanl s

;famlly; thus is livelihood 32)

e T
peo A

‘b, In Lake R' Klz, millet productlon in normal years is
con51derably higher than in the. Chemama region where

32) See also Maurel, p. 25-26, who adds that these nayments serve
theemanpose of a "social securlty" for the hartani upon re-




_;of titbes because of the scarcitv ofd rocuctlon. This
<. has led to-a. deflnite chang; in the master=servant re-
lationshln which have affected the concent oF ownershin
. of. the, Chemama land 3) The trad1tiona1 richness of the
comillet. productlon has not encouraqed the owners .of Lake
R Kiz. to, diminish their hold on, land cultivated bv others.
. The drought, however, has made cultlvation a‘more arduous
. task while, at, the same tlme, monetary needs”have greatly
, increaSed,,even for the haratlne,_To onnose the heavy
fees .imnosed by. their masters, the haratine actually
.refused to cultivate and went on strlke,34) Thls event
,happened in 197? and yet the nroblem to date at R'Kiz
‘has not been resolved The lake,’con51dered fcr an irri-
.gation progect, is owned by 13 trlbes and fractions who
~themselves contest each other s ownership° Here it is
;.. not a matter of ownershio for the haratine hut an eli-
‘ mination of tlthes which is requested o '
. C. . In Magta Lahjar,Athe problem has acqulred natlonal pro-
T portions and has strong. political connotations. There
_ - are several rendltlons of the Magta'Lghfar confllct all
wspn o With various forms, of ;ustiflcatlon.;The most accepted

% _.,,exnlanatlon,F however, 1s that some 8 to 10 hears ago a

R SR

32) See- also Maurel, ». 25 26 who adds that these payments serve
the purpose of a “social’ secu*ity for ‘the hartahi upon re-
~f4irement for he would be.assured of being taken:care of by
his master‘'s family. However, the. economic: sltuatlon today
may change rather abruptly such an’ assUm'otJ.on° ‘

33) Boutilller et al., p. 38-39 _
34) Maurel P. 1 L T SR R SRR &



' “dam was construdted by the beidane and haratine.of the

Idawaich marabout tribe in'‘the aim . of reconstructing
én'éld'dam'built”at;Ound Ameur in 1940. Contributions

" were made’ by 'all -~ masters and haratine. - .on-the:basis

'of equal redistribution of land for .all particivants.

Only a small group ‘of ‘haratine were considered;after

'the comnietion of the dam, however:: This incited. ~the

haratine to'" go' to Chogar; 7 km out;of.theuarea,gﬁo build
tﬁéif own small dam. The masters'came and ‘"convinced"

"f'fthé'haféﬁihé that cooperation was necessary. and. acreed
 to compensate them for ' some of the- expenses: made, if

' somé beidane were included. The local. authorities, the

'Prefecture,vhelped in this reconciliation. Up to: this

';pdintl%hére appears to be no conflict in the information

" Feceived. Howéver, witnesses confirm the haratine's

'assurance that they 'had received -a written “Protocol
'd'écéofd“;“or'agreement,'whichnwaémverbally presented

to them to the effect that the-land around their dam

’waé'ﬁbw°£ﬁéir§i Once returned to their camps, one of

jties claim nevér havjng ‘made any such aqreement with s

_thériitéiété”haiétiﬁefread“the document in which only

uéuffuit'%iéhté“w%re”écébrded:tO‘them; Immediately, a

violent revolt todk place. The haratine: leader was arrested
and the dam wag destréyed by authorities as a,means of

eliminating a contest of wills. The haratine declare
having been betrayed while the bheidane and the authorim

"=the haratrne other then allowinq them usuFruit rlqhts°

' For “the past 3 years, no solution to the problem has

}l“.'.

been rcached B ’
Bolladji is a haratine village, a few kilometers north: -
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S 'families. All "the:- haratine came from-ong, tribe
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of Boghe. It was barely fivn years ago that the first
hous;s were built. Until then, thevfive families which
settled there remained in tents Todav, there are forty
the Idey-
- djiba of the Aleqg: reqion, and allrcame.;o cultivate the
gg&g?of Boqhe.”It is - interestinq to: note that ‘while the

(.,.

“walo, belonqs £6 the, Toucouleur ‘of the. area, the land

fff,surroundinq the oeripherv belonqs to two Moorish tribes,

the Hallailaba ‘and thn Idevdjibe, the: 1atter ‘being the
haratine's old masters.{The ‘haratine claim that they
«do, not pay any fees to their ‘masters, and in fact, few

:of them ‘ever go-back, to ‘théif area of origin. However,

all nay fees’ to' the Toucouleﬂr Wane. family, ‘a symbolic
w7gouguiyas, a tithe cal‘ed dioldo, s a means of con-
firming riqhts of : ownership &fthat family° This is,
however, difficult dieri land’ which. the drouqht has ren-

. dered even more diffioult ‘THus, many sharecron on the

walo for ‘the- Toucouleurs under r ,ggtien conditionsu
LD

i N e., " half of “the . crops are ‘Yiven tq, the owner. These

’<//\

. haratine 'aré. not - selfusuffiCient, yet they have managed

&0, break ‘their- ties with ‘their: oniginal social linkb
Their attraction, appears to be etronqer towards the' town
of Boghe Indeed, their women” ‘MArYry., Toucouleur men, but
not'one cage of . A hartani marrving)a Toucouleur woman
+is hnown. A definite sense oﬂ 3 - break with the Moorish
culture waefespecially obServedvamonq the women, mahy

of whom ‘Ware wearinq the Tdﬁcouleux "boubou (dress)

. rather ‘than: the. Moorish ‘women'® S "malaffa" Though most
.. of these haratine remained in an: agricultural activity,

vmany hagd- ‘already. joined tHe army-or qone to seek wdrk in

Frow
SR



A”"Nduakchott Many also worked as seasonal agricultural
laborers in Senegal. : S ST T
‘ .. .The point-of- this examplelﬂq the recent attempt
f of related individuals to create an independent community.
- What 1dentL+y this COmmunlty will assume, they: them-
selves are. ‘not-sure. How 1onq they will be. able to re-
v maln as a community is- also dlfflcult to. sav,"espec1a11y

when one realizes that two-thirds of thﬁ;r lands will

" be taken by the; embankmcnt ‘for the extensive Boghe irri-

) gated oerlmeters. what comoensation they wild obtain
_ 1s still not very clear ‘either. » . o
e. Sangue, a: Toucouleur’ v1llaqe alonq tho Senoqal River,

- lS, 1n effect, a-village of “Toucouleurlzed" Denianke
Peulhs. The v1llaqe has a mlxed nonulation of noble
Toucouleur {Torobe) , Peulhs, beldane merchants -and ha-
ratlne who.come as ‘sedsonal 1aborers. None.of the hHaratine how-
ever, has 3 .set salary and very frequently they are
"housed and fed by the families - for whom they, work: in

{”'exchanqe for work: accomplished plus some sort. of finan-

o c1a1 compensati@n if aqricultural work is heavy. This
is a v1llage in which the mlgratlon nercentage of male
youth and adults is high’ and the presence of the ha¥a-
tine compensate for this lack. o o

f On the Plaln of M'Pourie, anart from th° Wolof owners,
fhere are three Moor tribes w1th alloted portions of"
lands because of the: historlcal ownershlp rights -~y Qu-
lad Beqnouk ‘Qulad Khalifa, and Oulad Boy. Ely. Only ‘the
haratlne of the different’ famllles cultlvate the land’
and in princ1nle, would be “the owners of .the: land- they

cultivate, .Because sharecropplnq and tradltional fees”




“?pOSSlble to know if,in effect,'any tithea are paid We

- larly interestinq. As. with: M“Pourie, no fees are to be.s &«
omepa i@ ko the oriqinal owners. ' When" ‘one’ of the haratine o
covfound this out he refused to pay’ "the
- ~of théd crop, to hlS old master, and” went to the nolice{fpn
ko denounce him: Ae a result, the land ‘was taken fgom.
~ the hartani' But as the original owner could not find Ay LT
“anyene to cultivate for him = though' the reason fo: thig 27

*&pertv from the Fmir of Trarza. ‘qiven “to thosc who cul i
“vated alonq the Roseoxarea, ive. the haratine the fraw
- ddition’ of giving a good. share of’ the crop is still nainm
<+ tained” and consequently -the: de facto ownershlp of the
<+ Emir’ is recognized Links through fees are maintained

t for the sake of 5001al ties -but the maintenance of such

r Yinks is not onenly declared This," in itself ‘1s a presr
oogure towards change.ii [ S A RRE Pt
. The - situation of the twelve" haratine who manaqed ta. Qb=
- tain pl 10ts | 1nvthe Goraol trrigation proyect 1s na;ticuws&

.»—)’ AN

to owners are forbidden in the Plainf}” ‘it has not been..

know,’ however,,that in,another’ case of expropriated Pro-

Lot e
L L

4

‘assakal"l 1/thh o

?«:difficulty was not clear from the interview - the hax-

ot

+vz4ing the” ‘tithe. Here, again, it is’ difficult to_ know .

tani was asked to return and- cultivate. ‘He went baqk
L von ‘the condition of not paying the’ fea. This gave GOU= .
rage to’ the other eleven haratine who' also stopped pay-'ﬂg;

vian

 .whether 'this assurance is so absolute’ for, as an ONd,SOﬁmy‘
< ninke -of’ Kaedi maintaihed the ‘payments of “tithes“ are s
. -absolute’ and widespread in the Gorgol’ perimeters and

have gone over the accepted 1/10th because of the value

. ~ofi the land ‘now irriqated



These few examples are but an indication of the diversity
in the a%%iéuaés and heedé}bfﬂthe"ha*atiﬁe;jVéryinq Frofia com-
plete break ‘'with 6ne's paet to an unbreakable need to sustain
that llnk “What is still’ significant, however, is that the hara-
tine haVe remalned the most’ nroductlve force within the aqr*cul~
tural Sector of the’ Moors. In the meantime, mobillty, migratlon,
new owhership, new laws have incited them in acquiring a tonscious-
ness thetZES‘makihé'them"aWare of’their:ridhté'dﬂdef“thé'léwe,
even if the%e ‘are not clearly entinciated. Yot “migration doeés
not appear to be a strengthening fantor in “group consciousneSS
as it is with the Soninke. Typical bf the Moorish culturc of
which they have been impregnated for centuriés, the hiratine
frequently become highly individualistic and try to break from
family"éﬁa"ﬁeétefsf”eFtenfﬁbt'§ehdihq”money'backitd'the community,
a behavidr in comnlete opn051tion to either Soninke or Toucou-~
leur mlgrantss If thls phenomenon may’ “Hot help us anSwer, aven
if hesitantly, our question at the start of ‘thig sectlon &6n-
cerning the break with the traditional docial 1dentitv ‘of the
haratlne, 1t encourages ‘Us to add another questlon sy Does’ this
mlgratioﬁ help the ‘haratine 1nto seeklnq a’ dlfferent identltv'>
If so, which oné and how? o B

Tho ‘traditional relationship Of‘deﬁbﬁdency of +the haratine
towards the beidane is g01ng thrthh an” aqonlzlnq orocess of’
change. Mutatlons of mlxed dependence and 1ndependence are taking
place. ‘The most siqnlfiﬁant aspect of 'the charige, howéver, is
the new set of relatlonshlps which are becoming possible for- the
haratine as salaried workerS”and at ‘the’ perlphnry,,small SWhers
though exceptions of rich hiratinc owners do exist.' 7

As the above was belng wrltten,'a declaration was madé& on July
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5, 1980,??’ gy'thepMilitary Committee for National Qalvatlon
(CMSN) aholishingjslavery in the entirety of Mauritania. “th fact, ‘
slavery was abolished under the French rule {n 1605 And FaconfliHhed
at Independence. This appears to be the first time since indeven-
dence, however, that the official recoqnition of the persistenc
of slavery is admitted by the very fact of abolishing iﬁ, P NG7 18

mission of theologianeeiuiemnns)reconomi sts and administrators will

i

be formed to study tbe oroblem of comnensation for the masters

e St

i »who will be_losan a traditionallv free labor. The situation is
‘very new'and the problems have not yet been raised but the 1m

plications of this declaration, not vet decreed into law,'ma§

i ,"? "

vary greatly from area to area. . .
" The burden of slavery was becoming mutually onerous to .

T

both slave and master, and narticularly to Ehose masters who were -

sufferinq under the drought through the loss of cattle and crops.'f
It was becoming increasinqu difflcult, as seen above, for:ff?

the slaves and haratino to nay their fees as preccibed bv their‘{ﬁ
masters and the tradition An exodus of slave “and haratine hés 7
aopeared more widespread since the drought but ties with the -

maSters have always been main*ained How drastidaliy will ‘fHese
B o Ve T
tles break may be a question only the future can answer, Yeti" £

s 'YT"

the @ € o n o-m. i c support was frequently mutual, even gt at
the greater expense of the slaves and haratine. The abolition
of slavery would not fulfill its purpose unless the freed slaves

vy A

are helped efﬁectivelvlinto being inteqrated 1n the economic

[

01rcuit -va problem which w1ll not be easily settled in" ar coﬁntry

'w1th as great an unemplqymont situation as that of Mauritania°

Furthermore, in the context of this present study, a nertinent
question which should be raised by the above—mentéoned commission
is whether the slaves andhharatine are now to' be automatically v

35) Chaab, July, 7, 1980, p. 1 and 6,



recognized as owners of the land they have been eultivating for o

SO many years or ‘whether tﬁey will become paid laborers, or, con== ‘_;
tinue to be sharecropoers. ‘

B. LABOR ALONG THE RIVER

S

It has been said that’ “the- 5001a1 situation of the Toucou—ﬁz
couleur exists in function of a common destiny. s workinq the land 36)
There is absolutely nodéubt, however, that that destiny. is shared '
by all the other major groups along the Senegal River, 1ncludinq o
the Peulhsr today a’ group fated for a mode.of life other than-' ,
their traditlonal ‘herding and Fforced into sharing = even if tempo=
rarily - this same destiny. Indeed, manv Peulhs are becominq culm'

tivators bv nocessity, but rarely owners of land, thus increasinq f

‘the salarled aqucultural labor force which is a qrow1nq and

lmportant factor of socio_economic change all .along the qeneqal  "
Rlver.h AR L e . T
Theoretlcally, the'social struciture. of all tbe ethnlc qroups
of Mauritania résemble each other :: chighly, hlerarchlcal -w1th all
hav1ng endoqamous castés 'and slaves of- various cateqories Yet, ;1"
they dlffer in ohe main ‘aspect: z in their socio«economlc func—' _d
tions as reflectcd in their agricultural organization and prOw":d
duc*ion. Among the Toucouleurs';: ‘the noble classes do not tlll f
the land but are the dominant ‘decision-makers on its productlon.

and dlstrlbution of ‘this land ds are the Soninke. Among the latter,

e . .- . Y Y Sty
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36) de Chassey, 1978, p."96 o v o0 ., . ,,..;’



however, traditionally PVEerOdVr old and younq,’slave and noble,?
works"the land- and the' patterns of. 1ife - habitat, socral reia~ a
tions, 'migration;: agriculture, food dlstributlon, etc.gl'ccnter -
around the: aqucultural activities of the qroun.vw .Ai' R
Mlqration for the: Soninke is a test of manhood It begins L
at a’ very ‘early ‘age, whpn, before the rite of circumCLSion, boys'd
of '8 to 17 Years old are sent . tp. work outsidn of their v111aqe,"
usually in a larger town {such as,.Salibaby or Gouraye), for the’f
solé ‘purpose of - ‘earning -mopey to buy. their afterﬂcircumc151on' -
féast attire, the boubou“ This may . take . Five to 31x months and
is a’ traaition whlch still - percigtg.‘Today, a Soninke younq man -
cannot’ ﬁpt married:- honorably unkess he has, been outside the ' '
country and éSDﬂC1a11Y to France. To migrate for work - oarticum
larly for an arban:’ activity = . is an old qoc1al and psvcholoqical
necessity for the» Soninkc man and- has., becomo part oF the qeneral
' and accented social pattern of behav10r.\The Gonink@ have a!éay:
1ng which hlthy values commerce, ‘the most imnortant activ1ty of

1

%

many migrants : "All trades are accepted except stealing!" It
fﬁ” ther@fore, understandable-and not very, surprising to note--—
that a q cat majorltv of youth mlqrate for. yoars On: end for, o
puttlnq asldo thc economlc nr@qsures today which have created:”,
a vacuum of. males betwepn the. aqes oF ?O and 50 An ‘most’ Soninke
v1lla§és,37) the social brﬂSSufe to leave is imnortant.,;ﬁﬁ}

y In v{ew oﬁ ‘stich an - exodus, 1t may be a loqical assumptlon
to bellove that soc Lal’ ﬂllnnation and 1oss of identitv may be in-
crea ing among the Soninkcq Moreover, a 1oss of 1nterest in ‘agri-
cultural activ1t1es is a. normar‘consequence of suoh chanqe. This
/%§“a typlcal reactaon in most vouth not only in the other ethniC‘

3‘]'{"3;? : e e - . 'Hm. e KN ‘- ’f . -‘. e . o . K 4""\’

.

37) See Bradley et al., and War on Want reports.




groups in’MauFritania, but in most underdeveloped. countries. Yet,.’
if all thia above is also true for the’ Soninke' today, -a striking...
and’ outstanding charactéeristic of ‘this highly family and clan i

controlled society is the fact that migration: reinforces this:«
coﬁfrﬁi”bn“faﬁil?“life’and“on’aqricultural-activi+ies around
which the- fanlly unlt ig dentered, There is no escape from familky.

38).

and dlass ‘amonyg the Sohinke, and there is no - possibility or

everi ‘desire 'to ¢scape, for reintegration into family and wvillage.
1s the final ritual for social self- psteem.39) _ '
=77 “Phe hidgh value placed on work ‘and productivity is the core .
of “the dynamism ‘of the Soninke in ‘and outside of-thelﬂ‘traditlonal
enviroﬁméntﬁwﬁﬁt”it is'algb'a very varticular type:.of dynamism. - .
for it ‘fefusés all social - “though not economic - structuralk . ..
chanqe an& is viewed as a means of ‘perpetuating the traditlonal
system '6f control &nd power of the elders of the group. Theayouth
and men, regardless of their modern or urban: social functiens,* -
are under the moral obligation of accepting the decisions: of their

v RICRTIE -
s . Sy o

38) See Ibid:, alsd Socioclogical Profile on Soninke, (RAMS study:
B-5) and study on Migration (RAMS Studv F=1), .

3%) - It-does not. matfer how long a migrant. stays away from homp

as long’ ‘as he comes back. Tt is said that if a miqrant does
not return it'is bhecause hé has failed to accunulate either-.
_enough money. or; material goeds. In_such cases, if he reFuses
"to return, a d601510n 1= made by the family and ‘the village
‘elders to send someone to’fetch the man. In-no way would.
.»this person be:demeaned or shunned. The goal.is to reintegrate
hlm in the ‘social structure?‘not to reject him, ‘even if he
‘wers unablée'to Iiveiup'to :the moral values of: the grouvo.. In-
one such case at.Diagountourou in. the Guldimakha, a man in

his’ fifties, hav1nq been away for 25 years ‘in France and un-
able to manage either his 1ife or his finances, as was expec-
ted of him, was brought back to his village, a house was con-

structed for him and he was given a 0051tion in- the:traditional

assembly of eld&¥®, the djemaas ~= o o Cofheno o g




elders and Deprs.'Thls amraren* traditionsl &ohesion &f the ‘GrOUD: .
has nevertheless,'onnosite effects B’ the“inescanable processy

of chanqe within the societv, if not only throuqh the: dmpact of
demoqraphic nressures. ' e T T e
Diagulll,_in the Pquimakha, fé‘théTSteféOtYpe~ofﬁtha'Soﬁvm;
ninke village which makes eVery offort of re“éétinq“chanqe;'and
by. enforcinq their traditlonal hierarchv ‘of power, ‘appears to: ..
withdraw w1thin ltSLlf Indeed thl° can only bz explained as:
a means of sclf-protection aqainst an ‘avalanche of" uncontrollable
chanqe.402 The villaqe occunies a smaller ‘surface than Selibaby: :
but has a denser nopulation than that of that town. To ‘prevent:
anyone from mov1ng outside the village, 'and therefore chanomnd R
the traditionally nrescribed habitat nositions; ‘therelders have :
forbldden all construction out31de of tha' village; ‘except for-
slaves, and as there is no snace in the villige, ‘compountis ate
literally asphyxiated by overcrowding.4l) Such a ‘situatiomn cani.
onlv 1ead to tensions,yexplosions, and indeed “the present contra-

PSRN B

T

40) In Dlaguili, as in othﬁr Soninke villdges vigited; there. are.

signs at the various centrances of the village forbidding the
‘entry of motorized vehicles for. they disturb the peace of
~the village. It is also interesting to observe that' uniike

) the villages of the Toucouleur, Peulhs-and Moors, where space
ro: predominates, the compounds.of the Soninke villaces are in-
credibly close to each other and in Diaguili" stiflinaly so.

41) The closer one lives to the center of ‘theé illage,”the higher
on2 is in the social hierarchv. Thus the Soninke. villaqes
© are-built in circular forms, the nobles in the center and
 the slaves at the periphery of the village. It ‘can-be: said,
‘hence,” that ‘tho'se’ who have the most breathing. space, so to
‘speak, in-Diaguili .today are the slaves, for they can - and
‘do e;expand their habitats. ' )

Ty



7 dictlons of the Soninke . appear full=blown in Diaguili ; on the

one hand a seemlnqu ¢elf~supnortinq,wﬂooneratinq societv, where
control and selfuhelp express the pride of the groun while, on )
the other hand, an internally tense groun vhere conflict at all
levels beqln to become apparent, aven to outeiders. '
f' ~ This, socio—nsvcholoqlcal structure of the Soninke is narti~
cularly 1mnortant in - understanding the problems’ which face this
soc1ety and their oresent impact on agricultural Droductjon such
as in relatlon to the creation.and maintenance of cooperatives,
vreflecting inhlbitinq factors. to constructive change. Yet, we -
_also note that the highlv organized .and controlled aocial struc«
ture of the Sonlnke has. helned manyv families in these drouaht”
rldden years to survive in 1980 -on harvests of 1979, Even more.
than 1n the Toucouleur and:. Wolof villages, the labor force in “ 
" the Sonlnke fields has qgreatly changed, reflecting an evnlutlon
and adantation in the social organization: of nroductidn. In snlte
of the apnarent attempts to maintain the traditional structure,"
'four factors alsn tveoical of the changes in all the other ethnic
aroups are far more heightened among the Soninke, reflecting a -
greater-change_ih.fhe organizationsof their labor fqrée : o

ﬂ'ia. The increasinq parficipation of children below the aqe

' of 15 years in aqucultural labor, ‘thus maklnq it excee-

‘dinqlv dlfflcult for ‘children to reqularlv attend schoo;

| ~or even have their Famllles willinq to send them to.
~ school; 42) A ' :
ffb. because of the 1ncreaqinq demande for money (' today one
] needs money to eat®) and for consumption qoods, while
E there is decreasihﬁ'ptofit‘from agricultire, the men
migrate but are renmlaced by seasonal migrant laborers

42) War on Want, p. 39.




“ 'from Mali, Sénegal or other parts of Maurjtania who
" are’ ﬁaid By “the funds sent by.the migrants. :g»;:‘
""6. Wwomen ' have dnvincreasinglv.meore.invalved. rolp’ih the
, " ""fields’ (but also in:the-children's. education)1 S .:,,;w
TUUTET 4 far' greater marticimation;and nermanency: of slaves
e in the fields'of the. noblp»claasy€3) where nart;- '
cipatlon may have been: less permanent in the nast because

f greater Family and: communal{cocgerat;cpﬁl.

v
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e The poqition‘of slatres is‘ﬁar more: . subtle among the Soninke
1hd the Toucdulddy Ehan “among ~the Moorsg . ;yet, among. the Soninke
'1n'particularf they are much more restnicted in thelr social mQ-
bility becauee of "tHe very nature-of.the secial. control with ,
touchps ‘ari’ levels of the societv. The eqonomic advantaqes of f
the slaves “ine these two: groups, are more.obyious, than for the )
abid or haratine, ‘for the slaves.in fhese,societies can place
yheavv economic ‘demands’ on thedir masters; which: are inconceivahle
actions in the Moorish isociety.: Moreover,. and narticularlyﬂamonq
the Soninke{ thd"'glave ‘can :replace the -absent hgad of the familv
Tand has an important function in the education and discinline
of the chlldren, also . ipconceivable ;among . the Moor Yet, amonq
ythe ‘Soninke, Févdlts of ‘staves have- ‘taken place, not onlv in
Mauritanian ‘villages but in France-among tha miqrant workers.:
The absolute Félianc¢é' on  slaves not-enly in; aaricultural labor
but also in domedtic activities-is,an important. economic facfor
in these societies, especially where the ma]oritv of "free men

i

migrate for remunerated work., s
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43) Tbid., p. 4T.""
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Natlonalrﬁxontlors have not eucceeded in 1nferruptinq or
curbing ‘the -constant movement across ‘the Senegal River For the
sole purpose of cultivatlng across the river. Whether on the
right or left-bank,.-the, Villaqers still have their €ields on the
other side of-the border, Similarly, frontiers ‘have not succeeded
iR 1imiting the- rec1nroca1 use of aqricultural laborers qoing
back and forth on a. seasonal ba31s. ' ‘

The parcelling of land +hrouqh the gradual imnosition of
irriqation projects, mlqratlon, exchanqe of proper+v within the
villaqe, Mational frontlers, all h ve had a qreat 1mpact on atti-
“tudes towards the traditional concept of communal ownershin and
have’ 1ncreased the acceptance towards a new form of indlvidua11~
zation of  property. This reliance on partutime farming has: creaa
ted a greater dependence on non-family 1abor, the Familv beina
the traditional backbhone of aqricultural work, and has weakend
“‘attachment, particularly of the youth, to agricultural work and
" eventually to village life. A v1cious circle of needs is-: thus
created encouraqinq outwmlqration (though ‘the drought- was an
inecreasingly important. factor in these nast few vears) for the
‘sake of monetary gain,,, : A :

“The decreasing. a?ailabilltv of cultivable 1and because of
the drouqht, of demoqraphlc pressures creatinq greater need for
]and, ~and irrlqationf encouraginq oarcelllnq and 1ndiv1dualiza—
‘tion~of land, has. led to motlvations of variéd imnact on the
"”fagricultural-production,»particularly along the river.

C. MOTIVATIONS AND AGRICULTURAL LABOR

The drought has created a similar reaction among. both her-
ders and_cultlvators s+ it has forced them to. abandon even if




temporarily, their primary mode of: liFe. QOme herders, such A
the Peulhs and Moors had .to cultivate ‘as a means often ofi; reaonb

sstitutinq their herd, while-some cultivators had to abandon theit

land, thua also their own primary mode of’ 1ife, to miqrate in Dien
search’ of another tyne of work. Manv cultivatorsﬂ however, es- 1%
pecially among the Soninke, ‘began to invest in cattle because

of the growinq realization of :the’ fraqility of the traditionam ”*
agricultural svstom wbolly relyingfon the availabllity of. raiﬂs.-*
All: this created a set of. pogitive’ as- well as neqative motivatiOns

which havé not’ always been channelldd- into a uroductive use of

Lo syy o e .
SRt ' C e

agricultural labor. ; e

' If the hietory of Mauritawia icotild be narrated oartiallv
through its reliuious evolution, which’ 1e#t a strona impact on'’
the social and political orders of all ‘tHe ethnic groups, one’

would fin& that it has not ‘had-as strong ‘an influence on the 80— (&

cial- Organizationlof agricultural production as reliqion has had":

in Seneghl, 'creatinq therﬂ a.dynamism of activities, though
highly controlleé under the canitaliStlc impulse of marabouts. G

Faw exaﬁoles of »uch roligiously-instiqated agricultural produc-;”w“

tion are ‘féurd in Mauritania, yet they dé’ exiqt, such as in Boum- [t

deit, a Moor marabout (reliqious 1ldader) -leads a tiqhtlyuknit
reliqious community into which he has- introduced animal—drawn A
ploughs and more un~ o-date -agricultural methods.?é{ In. Aou]eft,n
in ‘the- Adrar, a Mourido influenced marabout has develooeﬂ ‘hig

agricultural community and(has hlS diciples é»unremunerated -

cultivate his’ oasis. Another even more strikinq and Far older &fifi.

example is the hithy secretive Soninke reliqiouq community inii}i

e h o T - A A
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44) See SONADER, Tagant report, annexe 2,p.19.
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Kaedi, linkinq'eleven clanq throuqh ties. of Hamalligm,:a ge= -
nerally rﬁjected sect in Islam which led to outbreaks of viclence
- in Kaedi - in 193245) The small groun of Hamallah Soninke in' Kaedi,

.:-rhowevey, a¥e said to have play=d an important role in the econo-

mic activities of the town and because of the religious control
cf"th@'membérs'of“the'qroupég it appears that they are the most
actlvp ‘and’' most consistent narticinants in the. othmrwisQ drama~
tically ‘under-usad 1rr1aated perimeters of the Gorgol. All these
~are ‘but few examples which confirm the lack of reltq*ou51Vuinw
,,sthated agricultural commuqlt;es in Mauritania. . B
- The ‘Problem of the qeﬁérétion gap among.the Soninke,»'as’
we have seen ahove, exists but is held under a tremendously sew
vere: svstem of social ccntrol which has greatly relaxed among -
the Moors, Toucculeurs, Paulhs and Wolof. Among the beidane, oi
usually unused to manual 1abor, the vouth avoid working the land
and'nrefer miqratinq'tc tcwn= or goina to school instead. The
~young Foulabe herders, become cultivators, are-enticed into aqri-
cultural ‘labor, however, by matarial incentives, from itheir famiw

lies. For instance, in the area of Kankosaa,,fathers-mayfgive
‘their sons a heifer to encouragé them to work with them whilg

- helping them startltheir own cattle herd. Simjlarly, haratine
fathers may qivé radios to their sons as compensation for work
donein the fields. This whole new incentive system, in comnlete
contrast to the trad1t10nal cxpectatlons within the family units
where ‘individualization of incentlves could only be channelled
for the benefit of the cbmmunlty and the family, is a clear re-
flection of a ccrtain amount OL social and family desintegration.
A growing reéliance on a new system of monetary compensation ap-
pears as a reflection of an already accented 1nteqratlon in an in=
creasingly consumer societv Thp salaried labor force, ‘as seen:

45) de Chassey, 1978, p. 145-150,

’
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above; -is part of this ‘motivation - but also the sole source of
survival for many < f£or ‘it is creating new forms of dependency

and social. relations and a' heiqhtened monetarization and nrOm 1‘

Ty

;;vironmentaliconditions are ‘duch that motivations to miqrate be—

come- :far more . significant for ‘as has been observed all alonq ‘
the Senegal Riveriarea, the necd o huy food to supplement in
part ox in- whole, family production has become one of the most;@
impOrtant econmmic dncentives for migration. ' S ‘ ."“
The- enormous difficulties of merely acguirlnq cash as a

ugxmeans of survival ‘let alone' investing in the 1and have greatly
;limited incentives and inttiatived and increased the deoendency

of the cultivators on the merchants A vicious circle of ihdebted~
ness is frequently ¢reatsd and in one case in a small villaqé i
outside -of Dar el-BarKa, this’ indebtedness enabled a merchant '
to acquire land from farmers in’ exchange for heavy debts owed
him. The implication of this bartorinq of Deople s riqht for"',.
land. 4s of qreat 1mportanco in areas where irriqation is attemp«
ted ats the v1llage Tevel. Tho indirect acguisition of land will
reduce traditional- si&ll’ owners to becominq sharﬂcroppers or-
laborers. =~ oF R ' : ':J’ﬁe
Personal intiativés of investing in indiVidual irrigatiOn e
projects are beginninq to aooear in various narts of Mauritaniaﬂqt

This aspect will be ‘furtHer discussed below for it has importantfi

implications both on the meaning of investments and on the atti-
tudes towards developemnt. It is enough to note here, however,
that the first interest in new agricultural motivations came
through observations and travels. The constant travel back and
forth across the Senegal River has allowed the Mauritanians, es-




pecially of the river area,.to cbserve, if not alSo narticipate,
in the Sehagalese projecis which have become th@ir basis of re~"
ferencey The' openness; to- change and the de51r@ of newnpss are
promising: attitudes.+What is . often rpqrettable is the 1ack of
apparent understanding -0of the nroblems of the Seneqalese nrOJects.
Moreo¥er, there apnears -to. he very. llmlted nersonal inltlatives
in self«suff1c1ent gardening projects as, for anmnle, a more'"‘
widespread use of:the river bank where irrlqatlon is qo much
simpler and morc controllabl The sense of walting for motiwﬁt“
vations to be inltiatnd by an, nu+51dar or an, admlnistrative power
is-ahn attitude which vartially exnrlains the lack of more qeneralizcd
and.more coherent persona1 investments in aqucultural productlon.
Yet this is not alwavs the case. We havc obsnrvcd at %ani outc'
side Kankossa in the Assaba reqlon,'an 1nterest1nq situaticn atwf
the experimental station initiated some years ago bv French aid
and the Mauritanian government. The station is technically S
opened though non-functional. Its extension worker romalned andf
hls d@terminafion and interest in pursuing the plantation of
treas hHalped make survive that artific1allvﬂcreated oa51s° Yet,
the inte¥est is also in the impact that activity has had on the
Peulhs and beidane settling in the area. Now, small pockots of .
sélflinitiated activities under the influence of the Sanl ex~
tension” worknr, have taken shape in the area. But such ‘an ex-
‘amplé ‘OFf success is due only to. tng nersonal interest and inlwlf

tlative ‘of one man.:

A EASE .-
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D. WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE i * ~owr Lo« Docd it o

~-All -the women-in‘ the agricultural areas of Mauritania had
and-gtill Have’an dmportant roleiand functién in the family‘s’*”
agricultural ‘production,. except for those if one ethnlé qroun iy

. .the-Beidane women. Beidanerwomen, - traﬂi+icnally ara” traineds

from their,earliegt.years, to become women Of leisure where~«
having. no activities of any manual-nature’isithe ideall. Thig§ =
was not always done.with their full coﬁséntfwxﬁﬁisv&ell'kndwnvﬂ*
that«the?now'dying tradition: of "gavage”;‘thé géfgingfoffyduﬁé A
girls; included force-and:violence as a means - of ‘¢6areion. Today,

theaeconOmicgsituatiOnsof?the~Moors%iﬁfgenétgiéﬁthé‘vefy‘brdéégé

of sedentarizatien, which: iS“a”cdnséQueﬁce’of“ecénoﬁic*lossés;

has forced many a beéidane woman to: begin to: actiVelvﬁnarticﬁpatb
46) ALl other women, Hhe hatatine, ‘the' 7
Wolof Tauﬂouleur, the ‘Seniinke-'see’ their ‘roles chanq@ gy‘hav1nq
qreater rasponsibilitips ‘added ‘to their. 11veo.- R S

in- ‘agricultural work.

alongﬁwith-theirxhusbands<and'fathers.1n thevfield,winwadditiOnJ
to -cooking meal. to take to the field either for ithé Husband, re-
1atiyes~orﬂfriand5'in thevcommunity.wﬁOwcdmeftO'ﬁeIpvén”sﬁéqifi@

--ogcasions., Women ‘participated in the clearing of fields, in'the:

seeaingrand=planting:duringuharvest“iime;iBut,‘iﬁ*mostfcages;f”*
among all:Senegal.-‘Valley -peogles, women also had their own fields,
and generally, it was. traditionally iaccepted that they could
do whatéver-they~wished*With*the*nroduae; gerlfnqﬁor“éxchanqﬁﬁd*
it, to :satisfy their personal needs. Yet, in most cases -todayy
Sppreos . ot ¢ o l BTRE
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46) See SONADER, Tagant'repdrt, Annexe 2, p. 19.



because of the great deficit in agricuitﬁfalhhgeduction, the
women's fields are used to supplement the men's produce, which
‘'was at one time considered to be sufficient fcr~fam139ﬁCOnsumpw
tion. e o et

.. - - We cannot yet sneak of - the femlnizatlon of aqricﬁlture%h
anywhere in Maurltanla ‘but -it is 1mnortant to note the impact
which - mlgratlon has had on -women;, not only in relation to the _
greater economlc responSLblllty they now have within the home, but
in the education of the children and’ the managing of famllv h
affairs. The w1despread exodus of husbands.For -several’ vears.on
end, except for brlef visits now and’ then, has forcibly" ‘added

a nuance. of" chanqe 1n the social orqanlzatlon of aqricultural“‘
labor For: example, the ‘women -of the flshermen s caste ‘of the_:
Toucou]eur, the subalbe caste, were not used to cultivate the :
£El2 or: dieri. Today, because-of miqration and a greater nead o
to cultivate, the subalbe women of the’ Gorqol region have bequni
to do so. An even more striking examnle 1s that of the. ‘Soninke
women. who now have the possibility because of the:lack 6f labor -
due to migratlon, of cultivatlng lands they were, tradltlonallvlrk

never. allowed to use All this should but relnforce the 1nteqrau :

tion of: women in the 1abor force and in the development mrocess,_.
. Yet; ‘this is not the case. Develonment of agriculture’ is .
conceived -as a realm of male activ1t1es. The error is serlous |

and damaging. Tt emanates from the vefv conception of the develon",_

ment process. It is, therefore, not astonlshlnq to Adiscover that
in an;area ‘where r1ce is tnadltlonally cultlvated “hy women - the
Sonlnke of- Puldlmakhai- the irrigated’ Derlmeters nlanned ‘in the
various villages for the sole. purpose ‘of cultlvatlnq rice, ex-

clude women from havinq parcels allotted to them! The serlous
marginalization of women is certainly an unintentlonal cbnseauence
of development. Yet, the lack of. reallzatlon that the delay

.

¢
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_1n integrating ‘women. in the immediate process of development,-v
»w1th the same emphasis as that done for men without going out

idof the confines of the accneted traditional social roles given;

'to both men and women, can only confuse and delay the motiva«~‘
’tions,_initiatives and 1earninq processes of the: community con-

cerned Rarelv are women, no matter where in the- underdeveloped
world considered as important tarqets bv extension workers whose
role it is to imnrove through education and observation, the L
agricultural methods of farmers.,Women ‘who cultivate with hUS“M
bands in their fields are farmers and cannot logically be excluded
from that process.“This is the situation whicb obtains in Mauri«
tania euen though the imoortance of aqricultural extension;wor—

'kers has not yet made its imnrint clearly or orofoundly enouuh

L0y :
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IITI. AGRICULTURE AND DEVELOPMENT

Apart from the mining and industrial fishing sectors, de-

1 velopment in Mauritania is synonymous with: aqricultural change.

~”economic, and social problems..

'JThe process is not smooth and faces some overwhelming technical,

_ o
Agriculture 1n Mauritania has been nertinently described

as'“raffle cultivation“'("une culture loterie")47) to denote the
uncertainity of qain._Indeed not ‘even - 1rrigation has imoroved
this image of risk The twofold problems of - agricultural oroduc-
tion_are 1ntimate1y and closely 1nterrelated the dramatic con—
sequences of the drought have affected a large portion, if not

47) Toupet, p. 259 ‘...
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. the entlre ponulation, and requlted in.nrofound social upheavalsc'
”Chanqe, moblllty and ethnic contacts have all been part of .a long

_historic process of social and’economic evolutlon 1n .the. country.

Nonetheless, the . drought .of theil970's ‘"has served as a.catalyst

e o} elther relnforce certain -tendencies - the qreat streak of. spe-
'"”culatlon everywhere - or distort 1mportant bases of contlnuity
“N“among herders and cultivator: in their respective modes .of. pro-

v

duction,‘” . RS
oL Irrlqation 1s the means - of'acrldultural surv1val not.only
-iln Mauritanla, but in the . fahel &s a whole° Refore getting -into
the problems relatinq to..the: predominant aoproach to irrigatien
dhd to the maln organ;sm(ln charge of implementlnq this process,
MSONADER, it is flrst important to touch upon some of the social
constraints relevant to this very orocess of chanqe?,

A. SOCIAL CONSTRAINTS TO DEVELOPMENT

A
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We do not 1mply here ‘that. development meanq onlv 1rr1qation
aoﬁ a small or 1arge scale, or that - coﬂqtrarnts are relevant
only to irrigation. There,are-general<constraints to_cbanqeﬂwithin
aﬁy”eociety‘in?mntation and in-"the ethnic and:eocial diversity-
ofiMauritania the similarity of these conStréints'ie’strikinq.ﬂf
It‘ie”intereétinc'to‘note however, that Mauritania is one of .
 the ' Pew African countries where deep“rooted maqlcOereliqious be-r
liefs and customs related to adgriculture are relativelv scarce.

T

48) ‘See both Sociological Profiles and Miqratlon é Studz in So-
cial Changes, in: RAMS, Sociological Studies. '

48
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-ethnié&® qrouﬁs areof rextrgme goc;al, 1it1cal ag

54 -

The rol& 6f the religious - Yeaders, the marabouta in all the
w ﬁa“.)»-\

ocvcholoqical

S S

impoftance, et éven this-social clasc'seems to huve a dlﬁi-“
nishing importdnce dn:regards, to., 1rr1vated lapd where their tras
ditidﬁal Téle and: function. cannot, serve fhe same nurnose anv lon#h

o ol R T -
ger. G RIS S R Br Lo oes Fooshw

problems toideal with\zs(the r&l&tionthn between cult1vators5“
and herders. How will herding pér51st in v1¢w of all thesp chanqes,

N

not only“de &6 ~irPigation; but . alsa, to aqficulfﬁral chanqb &hiéﬁ

has 1ncrﬂased ‘thecvalue:of the. .kand? . Cultivable lan"
rainfed B Afrigated;¢s.-inigreat,. demand and_what ié\scarce, ﬁ””é“
what beCBmeé”a rare supply,;acquires an. unfbfeéeable val“é

;\N‘w

’l"., AT

1. HERDERS'AND CULTEVATORS:: - sy . .

P e e

tn livestock, it.-dg the. biq morchants and civil spr3aﬁté”“
who' have éntared - the- mercantile 01rcuit of hprding, indirectly
helping save part of the potentially lost herds due to Fhe N iHrn
drouqht, but also abruptly changing the social relationshlns in

that‘traditional mode: of life . they helned triqqpr avprecesg ;_;‘

of: pauperxsatlon Qf herding bv %uV1ng~off hprdsﬂa""”

to see the greator stability in that Sector and;thus, beéadse
of fragile relaince on rains, Wolofs, Soninke and Taucauleur

began to be more actively involved in thHe buying’: process.gqp ﬁgg‘



- This process created new problems for both herders and -
,wcultivators The little land available for qrazing and cultiva-
Ajtion is now claimed bv both qroups with no real solutions of pro—
Nwtection found for either herds of cultivated lands. Not one
j:village alona the river area or even more inland’ areas where’ re-
'cently built wells exist is snared from Gamels and ‘cattle who'
wravaqe zge land because of overqrazinqy a result of rare pas-

'turage, . _or of wells too distant from each other, thus for-

. eing overconcentration of herds.sg)
i These problems of lack of land and lack of water are com-
bined with ethnic problems, the herders beinq predominantlv

Peulhs and Moors (beidane) and the cultivators being all the
other ethnic groups. One should not think that this problem of
spatial protection is new to Mauritania. ‘We have seen above that
the very justification of land avppropriation was based on the
control of space once in excess (thus the traditional accepta—
bility of outsiders to intruding only ueoﬁ permission) has ex-
acerbated long-felt antagonisms.

_ The lonqer the drought persists the more difficult will

éqrazing become and the more persistent and constant will be the

49) Of the many incidents recounted to us in the field, omne ‘is
“Worth recalling : At Ouali, along the river in the Gorgol
.~ region, .a herd of camels belonging to transhumant Moors tramm-
" led several gardens cultivated by the women of the village.-
““The women had the courage of catching one of: the camels which
-..they held.and threatened the Moors, owners of the camel, with
,killing the animal unless compensation was made. The oroblem
" ""was still being studied by the regional court as we left
: -the area. : s

50)! See.also. SEDES, p. 3‘02.;-,303,.
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southern. movenent ofﬂnerders No oossible aqricultural policy, , -
thereforej: ¢an. be . pursu dgwithout takin."into serious considera—‘
tion the:social: tensions that will continue to evolve, unless e
a technical and. equitable solution for both herders and culti\
vators is. found.: Again: it is to. be recalled that even 1f the'j”iJ
lifestyle of herders has. chanqed and that herders, that is no-'k'
mads -and - transhumants. have sedentarized to a 1arqe extent, the
tradition has not and most. certainly will not comnletely disappear.

Indeed, its. economic value has become aopreciated hy those who
. _K,.. N

have -rarely .or, even never had cattle before.fe :
'The effect.of the drought and consequent miqration and

sedentarization. has forced. qrouns of different social classeé
-and.different ethnic affiliations to 1ive more closely with:e ih_
other, ‘on- a»more .permpanent basis rathvr than on recurrent or ‘
~8poradic-traditional seasonal cycles. It is obvious that “the ! A
opportunity . exists. to improve: channelling various needs of the'?
groups concerned. But ‘it.would be a lost ooportunity if only e

laws enforcing restricitve pehavior are imposed without qivinc
these -two. potentially Aimportant economic  groups in the countrv
the ‘necessary. understandinq of each other s: needs.lThis can
only he.done. bv allowing them the means bv which they can suoport

..&.

‘their own ‘economic survival. .

24 ;soe@x, _AND ' CULTURAL HBABITS =
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AL societies have habits which reinforne, dimlnish or hinder
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of these $ocio-cultural habits to best’ adjust chanae €6 them ot

to Best “wdjust them €o ‘chandé. Not a1l ‘habits are so ‘rooted that”
they Gannbt be discatrdéd for the bénefit 6f positive ‘change. s
What ‘crisates imbalance and cultural incoherencé, however, ig ' *

when a Sbcial® fact '{s either completely alien to thé'context * ' %"
it Wiéhééﬁtcwfit”ihTOr‘ébrubtiv”bfeakg'thé*social’féiéﬁioﬁé*ﬁém;f
ceséary F6Y ‘the cultural continuity and identity of ‘a’ neople,fﬁ“”f
Apart from the profoundly important socio-economiit ‘and - ‘
cultural broblem of tensions due to competition between her&ers‘”
and cultivators, as noted dbove, we will briefly hithight ‘seven ©
social 'ConEtraints, most of which have been touched’ upon ‘Blge=
wherein ‘this ‘report, and ‘which appear to be eminently'lmbbrtant“f
to Consider in ralation to all develonment processes. Undoubtedly
many more ‘exis€, but’ these aim akt ‘expressing ‘fot only the nend =
- for more' in-depth dnderstanding’ ‘of 'a people s Habits ‘and’ concerns,
but also at reflecting on the wide' ‘variety and differences which
exist and which’ must 'be taken into’ consiaeratiOn.~' S e
Y7 5mall detail§ May appedr’ irrel&vant but are’ important ~
T o know : What is a group's’ concept of ‘work? What does
1t congider d work weck to be? Why are Certain’ days o

taken as rest days while others not? Are-they'reli~:’"?7
giously-determined or economically defined? We know that
among the Toucouleur, no one works in the fields on
Thursday, while for the Soninke, it'is Eriddy and Mon-
day which are rest days. Such knowledge will become more
relevant for example, during situations of organizing work
oA eHe fields and’ detérmininq ‘numbar of laborers/far-~
Uhmers or A eErtain’ amount ‘6f labor’ continuity: REER
C447 Social’ ¢lags relationships is probably the most’ seﬁ#'“”"
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.8itive problem ito deal with in Mauritanie »A orofound

+ \dnderstanding of the nuyances that shape theqe relation—
;+ships:is invaluable not only in the qathering of 1nfor»
.mation: but-also .in. the introduction of, constructive
~mhangei It has-already ;been noted that land distri-

rmbutiOnfisﬁc&oselyqlinked,tg‘soqiaiyhieggrqhieg and the

- tenacity to such-deep-~rooted divisions is probably one

.. of ‘the most-difficult problems to .overgome. An equal
- +distribution of .opportunities, means and information
. ‘dre the- only outlet;to .a chanae which.may lead to

‘héalthy competition between classes. For example, we

h:iknonthat-amongathefsoninke of . the .Guidimakha, slaves
=+ who may-be given plots of irrigated land, thus legally

considered ds.owners by the State, will never dare so-
cially consider themselves as. full fledged owners of
-that- land. Not onlv. would thev risk heinq socially
- shunned by their group, but they would also risk beina
evicted from the village. It is very doubtful that the
above-mentioned declaration of June 1980 abolishing
4 slavery will for a 1onq time to come, be able to overw'
i rule : the psychological and economic bounds of mutual

':yreliance of sl ves, ex—slaves and owners Indeed this

is a serious . constraint to. modern day social change
but the most 1mportant and consistent impetus to.its
breakdown will- most certainly arise from the impact

| ,miqretionvhas_hed on individuals and consequentlyi«on

R -:..;" '»i:‘,~.—— IO




;ftheir social ties,Sl)”a“

“%Ti;éi:Tithes are ‘the c]earest ‘expression of ownarship of
7 one social class upon’ another, ‘thouch the tradition
':has qone throuqh a varlety of rhanqes. ‘Thé maintenance
. " of tlthes, however, also exprosses the imposelb lity
Gj :of SPerl° classes comolotelv taking vossession of
‘“ “the1r economic’ freedom let alone social freedom. Yet,

> thc svmbollc maintenance of fees or tithes are said

to be far more nalatablo to most than thé onerous pay-

'ments 1m1:sosefq in thc irrlqation ‘projects’, The impor-
;_:tant dlfference, however, 'is in the ties established.
'i:Whllﬂ tradltlonal sharecronoinq imposes ‘sodial ties

‘   or servillty, ‘State or public organisms ‘establish eco-

?: nomic tleq of an equal hurden t6 all ‘so¢ial classes -
‘ involved 1n the progects concérned’.

iv Tradltlonal craFtsmanshio. nractlcod according to de-

. flned soc1al castes, “has ‘nowhere’ been effectively used
1n the development nrocesses bv Lnteqratinq it on a

51) Informatlon gathered hy John Fravzel in Senegal in July 1980
reveals that an important movemént of haratine ettling is
taking place notonly.on-a- seasonal basis but permanently,
in the Ferlo area and in Dakar. Land is beina acquired in
great amounts to the noint +that haratine villages' are develop-
ping here ‘and there.: It -also. appears. in: gome -cases.that some
of these haratine are making every effort to identify cul-
turally with the ‘Wolof nnd  to" respond only té6 questions
asked in Wolof. It should he recalled (see Sociological Pro-
files on Black African Mauritania) that the Wolof are them-
selves of a mixed ethnic origin, making it the most logical
and easiest group to relate to for some of the haratine con-
sciously making the effort of a cultural transformation. How
profoundly social this process will become, only time will
tell -~ for much depends on the Wolof's own acceptance of
such an integration.
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; funiGtional’ Basis . A Werfinent exampla- i s EhE¥ of the
"*blacksmxthS‘ofithe»Sonlnke 1iving in 'the War on Want
' préject area. This dmall-scale Bt sutcéssful agricul-
JV*tural'proﬁectj”haé“attemﬁted"tofcrééte’fhitiétiveS'in
‘the Uss oF“animal traction. Metdl ploughs were needed
For: ‘this and ‘thers: was“the hope 6f ihvolvind the black-
 stiths by askiry-theh to copy the plough's ‘brought by
the project, thus allowing for wider dist¥ibution among
'Ehe’farmb%sf‘ThiS“Was”rﬁfuséH'by~tbe"Bleoﬁ%ﬁi+hs whose
‘argunént. 'was: badad’ bn ‘Sound economié profitabllity

as long as they did not o¥serve ‘the w1aespread success
of the ploughs;”they wera not willing to invest or be-
Viéomeﬁtndébteafihﬁthe~é¥forti*So?as:ﬁot”tofmﬁiginaiize
: grafts of allilevels br rendeér ‘thém only “a product of
foiklorie’ importance, it is imperdtive that an effec-
ipi{ve ecohomie And’socihil integration  of these already
© traditiohally’ 5killed c¢raftsmen be'planrned within the
_brojects.’Yet, this also'raisés the bisic problem facing
developers all over the world : peasants will never
be convinced of the necessity of ohange unless they-«
observe for themselves - and having been invof““ ¢

fgthe brocess - the success,of that chanqea I gi

”"v. The traditlonal familv structure has qreatly chanqed
’ _4 withln all the ethnic qroups,mthouqh with less: inten-

sity among the Sonxnke,e ho are known for their almost
"dictatorial“ relatlonship between‘elders and other

age groups. The traditional importance of the decision~
making process within the family and community, how-
ever, still persists and can be an impediment to the
individualization’trends in land tenure. Yet,’personal
flexibility or initiative among men is far more wide-




’"'=spread ‘today whlle a qrow1ng marqinalization of women
‘,*s ‘being " imposed, on the one hand by a conservative
'relrgious streak relnforcinq traditional ‘customs and,
- on tﬁe‘othérghand' ‘as" noted above, by a onews1de
«{*. . -approach ‘in aarlcultural dovelopemnt DrOJects It
Foao b should be recalled however, that the w1desnread mi--
'“w“gration ‘of the' male’ nobulatlon has given women greater
Trespon51billties“ THis ‘alone is a 51qrificant social
. ouverture allowing for wider economic opnortunities
\3ﬂ%f¥ for Women' - if such’ dpnortunities are Dursued once
gr. v thedir men return homes5 2 | o
Tvi;‘Perhans one of the most dlfflcult constraints to de-
¢ velopment is the general attltude to indiv1dual and

~ community investments in the aqricultural eector. The

b'present lack of reliabilitv on’ agricultural nroduction,
iirrigated or not, the “lack’ of knowledqe in other than
the moést:archaic methods of cultivation, the growing

’fsenee of a qeneral soc1al 1nqtability, .;. all encou-

B

52) ‘A brief dppreciation of the role of the Moorish women in the
Tagant is made in an excellent revort on the: Socio-Economic
situation of the Tagant by the Technische Universit&t Berlin,

+1979~1980. In it 'is broucht out.:the active and indevendent
~“role of the women in all the productive sectors of the socie-
...ty from commerce to agricultureo It is peointed out, however,
-~.that unless a balanced policy of development is maintalned
using in-full the . stabilizing ‘strength of women, the efforts

'of adaptation and 1ntegration may be lost or misused. (p. 68-70).

r o
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“iﬁ:ﬁ;‘raqe investments in either sneculative dealings or in
religious edificesa In the case'of the 1atter, the

: mosque becomcs a nositive svmbol of both cultural and
communal identity and coheSion.‘The question is hqw
“to’ hest channel that coh951on for more economicalhy

Y I'e KRy i

constructive endeavors. e L am nfi
vii A recent but serious nroblem for aqricultural develcg"
: ‘ment is the great oercentaqe of absentee owners, and
Family laborers evervwhere in the country, due to-mi~
qration° The difficulty of sustaininq continuity in
cultivation as well as the lack of family cohesion
”iwhich are a consequence of this uidespread phenomenon,
| lead to profound social problems which tend to nlace

interestq olsewhere than 1n aqricultural pursuits. A

LY
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" The' question must be oosed from the outset Dons 1rriqat10n
interest tho farmers? wOuld they qive up an_ irriqated narcel of
rice 1F the rains returned to their normal level 7‘The ansyer, .. -

is yes to both questions. The contradiction is'creat”and should
be understood at this’ staqe of development° e e

One of the first large scale rice irrigation projects3of _
wauritania wasg started in 1967 as-.a- consequence of . a convention
between the: People 5 Pepublic of China ‘and the governMent of Mau-

TEitania at what is now known as. the Plain oF - M'Pourie. Since then,
;numerous 1arqe and" small scale irrigation progects have been ini-

tiated and planned all along the Seneqal River, there is also
the prospect1VL construction of ‘the two’ larée ‘dams” at the two ex-
tremes of the river, the Manantali and the Diama dams. It should
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be immediately emnhasized here tha irrigation‘inuMauritania

is synonymous w*th rice cultivation,w o .

' therallvp thousands oF reportq have bheen. written on the
1mpacts,‘consequences, 1mportance and possibilities of these
dams which will affect Mali, Senegal, and Matiritania. Technical
problems of all kinds,,from qeologv to fisheries, have been dealt
with as we 11 as all the noseihle facets af qociomeconomlc reper-
cussions. 33) The 91tuatlon hac been studiedﬂ There:w111 be no
attempt here to summarize the findlnns fer thn taqk would be
truly overwhelmlnqlv lonq Our alm, however . is to pinpoint as
clearly as possible, and as based on our own field: observations
and’ contactq, the DOSlBitlve and negative social aspects of the
irrlgatlon projects as they aff ect the peopiles.of Maurltanla.

If we have just sald above that irrigation is synonymoue

with rice, we should complete the statement bv addinq that it
19 also synonymous with SONADER, the ‘initiator of all the present

1rriqat10n pro;ects.‘The analys;s which . follows. will therefore
imply that actions taken refer to SONADER.and the.impacts dig-: -
cussed are a result of these very actions,... . L .
f Were we to welgh the pos1t1ve and neaatlve 1mpact of irri- -

gation as currentlv conce:ved, would they equally balance ‘cach

other? This is the question we w1ll attemot to answe;,
R p T TR AR ST I Lo

W

53)= The oMVS’: (Organizatlon ooﬁr 1a Mise en Valeur du Fleuve Seneb
..sgal) is the all-ericompassing body 1in-‘charge of the studies .
" for this trivartite developmant. Numerous.other organizations,
“frof USAID to the Kuwait Fund have also been involyed in .eva=:
luation studies. In Mauritania,’ the SONADER (S socists Natlonale
pour le Développement Rural), a- publlc .enterprise’organism, -
isin charge &f the 1mplementat10n and fea51billty studles
- for ,all the irrigation-projects: i -




1. POSITIVE IMPACTS. - - =~ oo om i

It is undeniable that the positive impadt of irrigation
will have, far, reachingimplications on social ¢hangs in general
and on.the.social organization~of agricultural production in
particular. Moreover, the-agricultural pféductioh'ofrtﬁé»country
barely;covers 20% of the ‘people's néeds, which givés the govern-
ment . no other choice but ‘to.base its goal of food self-suffi-
ciéngy;on:the control of waters (dams) ‘and on irrigated perime-
ters. This was recently confirmed by ‘the Minister of Rural De-
velopment. in a newspaper interview in Which he daﬁﬁiouély added
that'therbattle—announceg-itcelf to be lbnﬁ“and'diffiodlf but
its outcome will be seen as a consequence of the imnlementatiOn
of, the next devlopment: plan»54). o ’ ’ ’

i. OﬁeYOf’the«greatest'problems of'agricﬁifﬁfai;methods
“of production:dn traditionalMauritania’is that they
. ~@re too simplistic, to‘use'a’@Hraée“ofﬁﬁéah?Arnagd.55)

54) C' est d ailleurs oour nous affranchir de cette insécurité -
climatiqié que nous’ ‘portons tous nos eFforts en vue d‘acqué-
rir la maitrise-de l'eau et déVelooper les périmétres irri-
”gues qui ‘sont indispensables i notre autosuffisance alimen-
taire. C'est une bataille qui s‘annonce longue et difficile
mais dont la réalisation sera entréprise au cours du prochain
Plan.Interview with M, Mohammed Ould Amar, Minister:of Rural
Development Chaab July 18 1980, p, 3.

55) Arnaud/ p
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If the Mediterranean peorles still usexaréhaié“irfif

gation techniques, they have nonetheless proven to

be efficient and product:ve The Mauritanian peasants -
and peasant flshermen have never known how to use -

their waters to cultlvate the banks of their r1ver43£;

It is a stikinq realization to observe all alonq the

banksl where land 1rriqation could be so easy and ;

nroductivep the absolute 1ack of ‘use of these 1andsﬂf{

for even part of the vear, during the ebb of the river.

: One of the first and most oositive 1mpactsp therefore;(

of 1rr1gatlon policies 1s the qrow1nq understanding \

‘ of the dlfferent usaqes of water. A chanqe Ain attlwf_.:

(L tudes will certainly he seen once the success of small
gardens will be observed Such prOJects are planned

all along the ri¥er and not onlv will they be important
dietary supnlements, but ‘they will also increase the
aptltudes of the various communitles involved

il Motivations at all levels are alreadv observed a bit

everywhere in Maurltania, From the oasis reqions to
the river. Most of these motivations, however,wareh"”
~-individually initiated, sven though. eommunal“initiaﬁ:r
tives of qreat 1nterestp such’ as at the Villaqe of
Dieuck near the M'Pourie Plaln, are also taklnq shape.
- A timid attempt at 1nvestinq 1n aqucultural oroduc~
tion is beginnlng to dev 1op° Yeti‘1f~such.motiva~
tions exist, it is because #ndividuals have the means
to take the risks involved. In individual cases, ‘such -
as at Dar el-Barka and at M‘Roya, two Toucouleurkex—
servicemen of the French colonial army had made res-
pectively their own fruit garden and rice perimeter.
Their army pensions and commercial activities are their




-
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‘stronq basis of financiali suuportys fhey’ have mo-

A“torized pumos and at M'Boya, -the ‘farmer haq bought
a tractor . They llve on dreams: of farms: they saw
”durinq thelr .army days,.in: Indochina and Madaqascar,

The risks of disap001ntment ‘of course, dre extremeiy

“tgreat for the climates: and water: aVailability of these
’ﬁ;countrles cannot compare with the méager means avai-
dilable in the Senegal River.: Moreovetr, the" continuous
”breakdown of the machines are practically bevond con-
'i_trol, espe01ale since spare parts’ and'medhanical ex-
“pertisn are virtually non-existant: - Yet, -in’ spite of
::all thls, one cannot deny 'that ‘the personal interests
" and hopes created arxe immeasurable’ elements of influ-
"ence on communal amhitions, oo osouf oo

The case of the Wolofs of Dieuck is”’ oarticularlv

”ﬁlnterestlnq for it is based entirely on communal crea-
t1v1ty The Plain of M'Pourie-had two: traditional

owners, the Moors -(Qulad Bou Ely, Oulad Beqnoug and

oulad Khallfa) and the Wolofs of sevéral villaqesp

of which DlGUCk was the most. important’. The: 1and was

*f;fexpropriated and, redistributed to peoplesw0f ‘the en-
" tire ares, including haratine, Peulhs and Gther Wolof

non-owners, who had all been sharecroppers, with Dr£o~
rity of land given to the original owners. These people
profited early from the experience -of the irrlgqted

:State Farm of: M'Pourle and of their own 1nd1vidua1

F

plots qiven and develoned by the qtate° The people

iof Dieuck decided two years ago | to develoo part of i
i7their own unexnroprlated and unirrigated land, on the

basis of their traditional ownership system : the land
belongs to the village with individual families having



-.their own:plots. 56)

The village formed a pre-coopera- .
. tive through the initiative of one villager already

- involved in the State Farm Cooverative of M‘Pourie. -

This is an important point: for the exverience acquired
- -was -of immense use .to the group. That farmer is, of
- course, the president of this village's pre-coorera-

tive, .Irrigation was installed .through thngbmmunal
~buying of_motorizedkpumps;and a tractor. Today, the
;- willagers are planning to buy .a.rice mill and reject
- the-manual and far cheaper system of .the simple Chinese
. machine f{it.is toovtiringlio_?he,villagers of Dieuck
-leveled, developed and constructed their perimeter
.with.neo outside h=lp..It is true that they only began
with 9 hectares but: are.on their way to developing
wize o+ 30 hectares more. The self-help and independence of
rz--these villagers are hiohly commendable. Tice and mecha-
.c.nization, however, are the symbols of modernization.
-..Nonetheless, the fragility of the soils and decreasing
: yearly paddy production. in the area, will make self-
., sufficiency more difficult to attain. . .
.- iiiiThese motivations are creating a greater awareness of

-the need to know more. The advantage of the river

i~ - peoples is that thev can cross the Senegal River and

PEn)

56) The v1llage of Garak :also in the .area of Rosso, has a simi-
lar small village 1rr1gafed field with 63 paritcipants. It
was divided into 7 plots with 9 men for each plot, each group
hawving: .the right of one day. of irrigation per week.. The har-
vest was then gathered by all and put in one common stock,

subSequently subdivided equallv between all the participants.
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go'‘to the’ other bahk where thev often partidipate as

i 'ga¥aried laborers in defined develophment projects in
7 Senega¥. The agricultural station at Richard Toll in
' Genegal: has' been an’ invaluable center of direct and’

w0 {ndirect learning for the Wolofs of M'Pouris;, for ex-

i ample? ‘Such openness and interest can' oniyifean that
=" geribus efforts of agricultural extension’work are

needed for practically none - of any significance -
exists at the moment.

iv.A far reaching impact of irrigation ig #1ready sébniin

the concept of land ownershin. Even if the individuali-

zation of land ownership is not unfamiliar to the tra-
'ditions of Mauritanta, as discussed: earlier,?&n mbst
cases such ownership is conceived within communal ‘or "
ethnic property rights, With large-scale and small-

' scale ‘perimeters and with the”ekprdpriéfioh’and‘attempts

at redistribution of land, twd~élémént§ﬂabpéhr: land is
largely registered and owned by an individual and those

'who never owned land but cultivated it began to have
“the possibility of ‘equal’ rightg to" ownership. This

particularly touched the Haratine ‘and ‘the Peulhs, even
“iéthbuqh'the;pbfdentage'of'their‘owﬁérshib’is still very

“small, “@specially for thp Peu]hs; the' qroup with the
‘1east ‘access’ to land. o CoEL

' Improvement in cultivation habits, new motiva-
tion§,” growing awareness of neéds, eguality and indi-
vidualization of ownership are 'séen to be the four
major positive impacts of the trend towards irrigation
along with an important psychological factor : hope. .

~ ‘Where no cultivation was vpossible because of lack of ("7

. ..
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rain, expectations are being built up because there

is ‘nd‘other choice possible; Here lies the danger of

““the situation. If this hope is not - sustained by pro-
" fitable actions ‘to ‘the "“pedsants; the repercussions
on the genéral problems of “social tensions (owner
" versus non owner, herder versus cultivator,; freed

" slave versus master, etc.) mav be further exacerberated.

2. NEGATIVE IMPACTS Cme T SR

The list of negative impacts of irrigation is much longer
and reflects the seriousness of the problems felt bv all.

1. Land ownérship problems have:remained unsettled on
' irrigated plots,

(a) ‘As a consequence of the increased value of the
< JTand because of irrigation, -traditional owners
- who had allowed others to cultivate.their land
* ‘for many decades are now claiming their.rights
2! £& ‘the 'land. Two cases in point are the: Grands
"' P8rimétres of the Gorgol in Xaedi. and the small
scale village perimeters of Dar el-Barka. In both
" cases, three quarters of the:land remnains un-

7)

- cultivated because of land’claims? -even though

57) See the numerous docunments of SONADFR on the problems of the
Gorgel, ~and in particular : C. Ciparisse, 1974: Périmétre
Pilote des Gorgol, Nov. 1978. The SONADER document on Dar el-
Barka discusses the technical problems of irrigation while
our field visit brought out clearly the still overriding land
claims in dispute since 1968,

Y

L

e



\J

<

-

¢

~

S v

e

" fhe' Gorqol lands. are.on’ walo and<th@ Dar el Barka

T,

plots on fonds, ~

R SR

: The problémfaf’in%efifaneb*haé'héveifbéen well
" dedlt with Teqally,' and ‘the general féeling on

the 1drge~8&ale Goryol perimdter ‘is that no one

'is a "rial® owner for no ohée' knows'who will in-

herit it;‘“Hb‘éﬁcd&ééibh’brobléﬁs”ébuia be resolved
“if the ‘producer were aqsu“ed’OE rights retained by
“his family“” - o e

FroEg)
7 irrigated’ petimetdrs which aré'on walo' land, thus
“yaluable ahd traditiondlly strictly owned, and
" that'many’ porimeters’ are' 6h fonde land, posing

't 18" ofton ¢aid that 13nd claims mostly affect

11 no problem, as it 1s khe’ least valuable since it

“”‘ownershin hi traditional’ Bdwhers -

is the most difficult to cultlvate,5 3

allzatlon iq rrrdnbous for numerous cases nrove -

The gene-~

the vonfrary . par &l-Barka’ parcel ‘are on

"'fonda.“In‘thF:War on‘Want Dr03ﬁct aroa, six villages

o along the ‘riveér, ' thére’is ho walo and thus the

fonde and dieri®1ands are valuable with the pros-

pects of irrigation. In a society as strictly

"hidraréhidal 4s the Séninke’s,” #ho¥d?1and” appro-
“tpriatich 1g family &batrolled by the nobles, equality

of pArcelling and redistribution will®mnever be

PUEihte Practicé unléss compensitions are made

and” even  this is not an’assurancé” of'4” change in
“attitude or-a successg’in thé acceptance of new

Yo . DRI Ty
R R AL e



{d) ‘Individualization of.land rights has often increased

T ey

the lack of cohesion in the community. At Goundel,
a Toucouleur village, contrary to Garak and Dieuck,

~both Wolof villages, the attempt to collectivize

the 25 hectares of irrigated land failed because
of feelings of -a Jlack of committment of the indi-
vidual to the group. The understanding of the dif-
ferences :in attitudes to land rights is important
and can only bhe approached through a sociological
analysis of the communal structure and of the de-
cision-makina centers. A unified apnroach may not
always be successful ‘in implementing change among
such diversified groups - even if the;legai pro=

‘blems may be compnlicated as a conseguence. At Ga-

rak, for example, a SONADER~initiated perimeter of
25 hectares was ‘distributed among 60 families who
wished to cultivate the land . in common. The SONADER
policy, we were told, prohibited them from doing

80 and they are forced to declare th2ir work to be

on an individual‘hasis!.The.problemskwhich will
emanate in the future from such a.double—standard

- will undoubtedly be great, ..

Inecuality doss -exist, ééntfér?wtoftheoretical

‘claims;, inmland:redistribution and. in particular

' onl ‘the Gorgol: Project -and as is already forseen in
“the Aftout of M'Bout project still under study. A
regulation regarding these individﬁalized parcels,

- adg 'i's also the ‘case at MiPourie, is that no salaried

labor or sharecrooner . is allowed,  thus priority is
given to the owner-cultivator. The reality is quite

4
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~wwsgdifferent¢ijr'aivilrservantsghave land cultiva-
- tedrnby salaried.laborers; a-Marabout has his
kadibést (disciples)- working the land for him. On
~swe -t thenother-hand,  an-o0ld man:-with rights. to owner-
syt pfo o shinewho:has no sons.and is- tooold to cultivate
-~ the-land; loses his plot because he is' not allowed
. salaried laborer. Moreover, as has happenéd in
e land redist. butkion-all over the underdeveloned
- world (cases in:point being Egynt and India), the
«-misuse of names for acguisition-of, land.rights is
-also common. .. '

P U

-(f) -~Lack of trust in'irrigation projects, hecause of

their lack of success; make some communities par-
ticipate in them half-heartedly. The wvillage of
" Sangué is a tyrical example where the chosen irri-
gation:perimeter, is on-fonde land. (thus rarely cul-
tivated) which- was given to the slaves of the
village years ago, At-the reauest of SONADER, the
land was redistributed by the chief . of the village
i+ to the slaves, but in realitv only-as an ex-
periment. The feeling of “"wait and sce” is latent
w.and no invedvement of interest-is apparent as the
a,flrst_harVe,ts,wero disannointlnq,- }~yr,.

uiiﬁlrxigationﬁtoday:depends,on mechanization.:The problems
caare'overwhelminq-for the nnasants.;ThanQmolet@ reliance

L On motorizod pumns whlch constantlv break down is de~-

vastating,. . to say th@ least,_§QNAPEB:§Q@s_pot¢have the
personnel necessary to supervise tall the village peri-

meters along the river. During the rainy season, the mo-




bility of the existing versonnel becomes impossible
.+ because of ‘impassable roads, The lack of spare varts is

- also an overriding concern. Total dependence, which is

¢ ereated and instilled in the communities, is apparent.

4. At:Dar el-Barka, 40 out of 60 hectares are cultivated

. . {original- plah was for 250 hectafes) béééuse the pump
is not sufficieﬁtlywébwerful'télirrigéte'all the par-
‘cels. At Ouali, the pump wés'inadequéteiy placed, in a
low area of the river bed and thus the 35 hectares are
irreqularly watered =  and the Villaqprs have been wai-

. ting for another pump for the past two years, Moreover,

their one pump broke down last year and ‘the rice dried
out. It is said that SONADER suaaested sendlnq them a
.. mechanic on the condition that his qalarv he pald by
- the villagers. At N'Djorél, a Sulbalbe villaqe, Tou-~
. couleur fishermen have a small perimeter of less than
. 25- hectares for 65 owners. The £irst péd&y campaign
was a failure because the pumps had brdken down. The
list of such incidents iq'lond;3ASidébfth‘the tech~-
nical upkeep of the machines, the expense of gasoil
is becoming more onerous every year' for the peasants.,
Mechhanization can succead only 1f there is an
organizational structure‘to'sustain it. wOreover, in a

- country where animal traction in unknown and could be
better used,: where unemvloyment is hldh and could be-
come more involved, where spare parts are non»ex1stent,

-the encouragement of qreator mechanlzation befora sear-

ching for attempts at-simovler and less costly nrocem

dures only leads to greater underdevelopment.

'
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A cont;adiction exists in the agrlcultural sector.

“,There is, in many areagv along the river, a great

;shortagp of labpr, while at the same time unemploy-
. ment is hiah in the country Rural cxodus is acutely
. felt.

592 It iq sali that some. irriqatad parcelq,

:i:nlanned with ho. consideratlon of the labor factor,

v,

were abandoned nrec1qe1y because. of lack of family

blaporﬂﬁ,‘

e . PR
In Spite of technlcal problems and land claims every-

) where,:the interest in. bigger nerimetars As great.

'i_ThP viilage parcelq are too small for the number of

cess.

VO

X Deople who become Andividual owners. The, parcelling
vwof the land becomes minuto At Goundel, . there are

64 r@quests for ?5 hectares, at Ouali, thare are
145 cultlvators on. 35 hectares' At ﬁ‘.angua there are
9 hcctares with 1%8 part1c1oants ,.., It iu not diffi~

icult to deduce from thiq that even with techn1cal per-

fection, the Drofltability of the narcelq 1s not suf-

_:ficient for an, average. family unlt of eight people.

Besides, it is doubtful that quch small oarcelling
of the 1and iq of economic value to.a devolonnent Dro-

PP
P A,

The problems of fees, whether tithes to traditional

owners or payments to the new "owners” (SONADER), are

P

59) ‘See RAMS Study on Migration : Studies in Social Chaige.

g




In view of the li-

+

_ Qverwhelming to most cultivators,ﬁo)
mited profitability of the paddies,it is difficult to
 perce1vn how the owners manage at the end of the har-

€

”vnst At Garak, the cultivators last year had to pay '
iA10 310 ouqulyas on 37 hmctaresp Each hectare vroduced

11 baqs of rice which sold For_lf) oudulyas'ner kilo-
f'gram, thus they paid, one- ~third of their produce to SO-
NADER. At Ouali,. the- situatlonlle more acufp, for the
cultivators of the paddies owe.é total of 250,000 ougquivyas
to SONADER, plus 3,000 ouguivas for each hactare for
‘évér§'éampaiqnvféllewinq the first year. At Sangue, the
costs for each: marcel is 1, GO ouqulvas and on 9 Hectares
the v1lla0°rs had to pay 15

)000 ougulvas ‘for their har-~

'vests, At M'Pourie, the exoensns for seedinq for each

¥
*

cultlvator is between 2,250 to ? ﬁOO ouqulvas while it

*

is only 960 ouguivas on the Gorqol proqeﬂt Mechani -
oatlon costs per person are, eculvalent to 4,700 ougquivas
in M’ Pourie, while -it is 1,392 ouguiyaq in the Gorgol. 61)

Moreover; in many areas, tithes to traditional
owners persist, regardless of the law, and on irriga-
" ted land, as on the Gorgol,.they have simply doubled.
All this only highlights the dependency and indebted-
ness problems of the small farmer who still hangs on
to irrigation with the hope of survival while awaiting
better rains. |

60)

61)

Even though the cultivators on a rice paddyﬁare theoretically
owners of their part of the paddy, the general feeling of un-

_certalnity towards ‘this ownership is pervasive and SONADER,
to a majerlty of them,. appears to be the owner in practice.

Figures on Kaedi and M M'Pourie are from Annexe lop p. 33-39 of
the Tagant Devplopment Project 1979,
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vi. Motivations are dampened as a result of all the above
B factors, added to which 1s a qrowinq lack of trust

towards SONADER because oF the difficulties of communi-
cation existing between cultivators and .administra-
tors. Explanations are not given, advice is not taken,

’ demands on farmers are qreat,‘and results are discouw

SEy O

"raging from- year to veara Though the Plain of M'Pourie
" 'is not a SONADER prOJect, it is nevertheless revealing

of the future of the profitability of rice cultiva—

“tion, for nowhere has there been more than one rrce

cultivation per year. 1oreover, in the space of five
campaigns, 1973~ 1079 rice production fell to 50% of
its 1nit1a1 yields, This is due to several factors,

the most important of which being bad water management,

' serious technical nroblems (qrow1nq salinitv), inad-

equate administrative canac1ties,,etc,°,
" The pos1t1ve ‘sense of initiatives of investments

‘mentioned ahove is therefore olaced elsewhere than in
" the proauctlve sector. ‘The qrow1nq sense of dependence
and 1nsecur1ty 1n oroductive investments makes the

il

' farmers’ re')ecti for instance the suggestion of paying

for ‘their own motorized pumns instead of waiting for

'SONADER o act. This is said in view of the fact that

the villagers, with the aid of their miqrant workers,
helped pay for the constructlon of a mosque that cost,

.iinbne - case, 30 mlllion ouquivas. Such cases are not
'3except1dnal in the Seneﬁal River Valley but they are

also an expression of a qreater need for social and
religious cohesion in the face of growing instability
because of miqration, dependencv on food aid denen»“
dency on a monetary system, the need vto fit in a con-
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- .the profltablllty of lnvestments in aqucultural pro-

sumer's pattern of behavior, and uncertainities in

*duction.'

In all the years of irrigation experimentation in Mau-

“ritania, only rice has been the goal for production.

Numerous varieties of rice have been einerimented upon
in the Aqucultural Station of Kaedi, vet no serious

experiments exlgt_on other cereals. ‘The argument of

-‘thp'prOfitability of rice has proven to be fragile

- quasi-unanimous declaration of giving up riziculture for

vidii.

- for the %ahel

wsumption\

‘to the cultivators.

62)

Moreover, in spité of the greater

danpndency on rlceuf because no other ch01ce exists -

and the chanqe of food patterns it has forced upon vpeonle,

the trad1tional &1er1 cultlvatlon, at tbe Flrst sians
of good and con51stent rains, was heard throuqhout -

the Vallev° Tho serlouqnsss of the declaratlons leaves

~no doubt about the neOple s honest- anorec1at10n of
‘their 51tuatlon and should: not be ¥aken llqhtlv

Rice con-

has also. added heavy burdens on the family

~budget for 1t demands the cooking of sauces, the use
- of oil and spices which millet or sorghum does not re-

quire.

Problems of commétcialisation and‘diétributioh of

agricultural produce. are an impértant desincentive

The efforts and nressures to pro-

62) See Food Research Institute,

P M

July 1979.°

Il B BN BN N N N S S B BN SN S - O Ea BN NN N e

p—



: 3 .

*

{

4

.

duce more are not matched by efforts to buy from the
cultivators nor to distribute to the consumers. The

.lack and inadequacy. of storage facilities only heigh-
_tens the oroblem’ If we sald earller that mechanizatlon
can be effective onlv throuqh a worklnq infrastructure‘

Hto suooort 1t the argument can only be stronqer:ln ret

ilatlon to a new oroduce 1mposed on an agrlcultural oo=,

b_pulation which hae only one ootlon of dlsposing oF

AR
its oroductlon K SLlllnﬂ 1t to the qovernment Before :
the agrlcultural produce increases enouqh to create a_ﬁ

:surolus for farmers, the 1mportance of havlnq an, ef=

fective dlstributlon system is far too obvious a ne-.

_ce981ty Moreover, better prices for thelr oroduce 1qu

. an, 1mportant 1ncent1ve for the cultlvators._.w

. development based on rlzlculture and all that it re-

In conclusion, we can only say that aqucultural?

quires does not reflect a n051tive nlqture° It has,w

‘added to, the vicious circle of deoendency,.speculatlon

and ‘misqguided motivations whlle q1V1nq the cultivators‘
1itt1e choice to do otherw1se. Irrlgatlon as such is

) essentlal for the surv1va1 of the Sahel, vet uni- direc—

ted and mismanaqed 1rr1qatlon schemes may onlv lead toi

greater destructlon of soclal 1ncentives and soc1al
,r_el.a,ticzns.,hlps .

-y
2
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CONCLUSIQN

' Irriqatlon prOJects were the moblle force in Mauritania
whlch ralsed three major problems é (1) the meanlnq of a 1960
land ownershln 1aw as it affects traditional land ‘tenure systems
and, consequently, tradltlonal polltlcal power structures: (2) the
social relatlonshlps of servillty ‘which qoverned the strict hier-
archical soc1a1 structures within ‘each of the efhnic qrousz and
(3) the eFfectlveness of 1rr1gat10n in the aqucultural process
and needs of self-suff1c1ency in the country° '

' The tradltional land tenure qutems ‘of “the’ Moors, Toucou=
leurs and Sonlnke dlffer and render even more difficult the at-
tempts at a unifled modern land ownershlp law. Yet, each of the
ethnic groubs have its’ snec1al organization fit around its par-
ticular concept of ownershlp rights. The Moors base’ their rights
on the Islamlc Maleklte rite whlch accords communal ‘and individual
ownershlp whlle adjusting basic’ tenetsy such as the habous for
purposes of nolltlcal 1nd1v1dua1 and ethnic power rather than on
1ts orlqlnal rules of inallenabillty for the purposes of aiding
the poor in the communlty The Toucouleurp as the Soninke, con-
'centrate land rlchts for the most nr1v1leqed of social groupms, the
nobles, but whlle the Toucouleur have a system allowing the nu-
clear family indevendence in the dec151onmmak1ng process and
accord individual ownership on certain lands, the Soninke's strictly
defined control system enforces complete inalienability and indi-
visibility of all lands on which only usufruit rights are accorded
to all clan members. The land remains within the clan. All the
groups have important similarities : (1) inalienability and in-
division of their best lands:; (2) vearly tithes of various amounts
for the privilege of usufruit rights traditionally directed mainly

*
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to the servile and denendent classes who formed their labor for—»-f

ces;. A3) & riqld control‘of theidale of 1and and if sale ex1sts,

as w1th<the Moorsp it is. traditlonally with members of the line~:°

age and:not out51ders] and, (4) an imnortantweonceot of space,..
determined by the extent of liheage tles, ultlmatelv 11mit1nq

t

or extending the oower hase of each qrour)° Political power in
each .case, is, in fact, the basic justlflcation for ownership :

and not the" mere fact of working the land. o e S

It-is not yet sure how" brofoundly the recent declaratign

O

L

of June 1980 on the abolltion of slaverv in Mauritania will affect

the statusiof the serv1le classes of all the dlfferent ethnic:
groups. It is- true ‘that not all cultlvators are slaves or exﬂ..
slaves, for é¥en ‘now the Beldane are forced into working the land

{(“ N

because of- labor shortage. and- economic pressures. Yet, tradltlonallv

and especially” among the Moors, the haratine, or freed slaves
who remained attached to their communltv, were the sole cultiva»
tors of the land. The 51tuat10n has not dramatlcallv chanqed as;
vet even, the: drought however, served as an impulse for a miw
gratory mowement of the haratine and 1ncreased the alreadv exis-
ting embryo:® of: independent villages, esnec1allv in the eouth of
the country and even farther away from their original home base,
in the Ferlo of Seneqal The.most obvxoas exoreeqlon of nower

over the servile classes is.in the enforcement of. tlthes on agrifrﬁ
cultural nroductlon, A tremendous dlfferentlatlon of the tynes e

of payments exists accord:ng to ethnic groun,. . region; clan, llnew~e'*““

age, soils,-etc.’ Yet, winds of- chanqe or, more - correcth, a breeze -

of change, has alreadv been feolt as indlcated by. .the’ Various re-
actions of the servile classes -and oarticularly thes? haratine

and Soninke slaves,rwho have begun to indenendently react in i

small actions; aqainst thelr masters. T



Migration, educatlon, the individualization trEthofaowner
ship through 1rr1qatlon proijects, demographic oreSshrep as well
as new motlvatlons in agricultural labor have all helned modlfv
the organlzation of labor,. especially in the ‘south, alonq the ;v
river. The most 1mportant aspect. observed is the shortaqe of famlw
1y labor frequently substituted by salaried workers, vounq chlldm
ren and women. Women who have participated all their lives 1n‘ ;
agricultural labor - all except. the RBeidane women trained 51nce
youth for a Jlfe of leisure, - now see added burdens in thelr 11ves
not’ only in the home and famlly affairs but’also in the fleldsa:“
‘Women among certain groups have even bequn to cultlvate land once
tradltlonallv Forbldden to them..This was made possible onlv beu_
cause 6f the grow1nq shortage of labor and the need to contlnue :
cultlvatlnq the familv s lands. Yet, ‘it has’ ‘also’ been observed -

. that, in spite of the qrow1nq particination of ‘women 1n the flelds,

agricultural development prcjects still reluctantly aooroach the
decision of dlrectly reachlnq out to women. There is no doubt )
that were women included in projects on equal level of 1moortance
as men, the general process of change, both” social and aquculw :_
tural, “would speed up more constructively. i:
‘Motivations in aarlcultural labor have been greatly mOdl“"
fied since the drought, because many have found ‘themselves forced \
to leave their lands to seek salaried work in the modern sector ‘ L
as a means of surv1val while others, such as the Moors and Peulhs,
found themselves forced into cultivating, 'also as a means of sur-
vival, after hav1ng lost their herds. A substitution and a reorm"
ganizatlon of the labor force is gradually taking shane w1th sa=
laried labor slowly acquirinq an as vet unknown 1mportance° Maw'
terial 1ncent1ves oush vouth towards the cities and ouside of the
country but also attract salaried laborers to the land hv neces-
sity. In both cases, new forms of dependency are created based on
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a system 1n “which the monetarization of social and economic re-

1at10nsh1ps preva11 ‘and, indeed, lead to a qreater proletarlzatlon

of labor (urban and rural) and a:heightened naunerl atlon.of the

1ndiv1dual " i } R
o The hooe, of course; is: that aqricultural development and‘

1rrlgat10n Dr07°cts can liberate man from that new form of sf
v111ty "Social constralnts, however, exist and must be taken 1n»f'
to con51deration before Hovina to resolve aqucultural develoo=
ment problems; One of the most urgent of nroblems, helqhtened by
the droughty is thé relationship between herders and cultlvators -
who have alwavs ‘compéted. for the same. terrain. The lack of nas=“:
turage and the fradility of cultivated lands,as wel] as the lnw
creasinq movement ‘0f herds - camels and cattle -~ to areas new h"
to them, esoecially in the south, have threatened the cultlvaa
tors'’ sense of terrltorlalltva ‘This has, however, 1ncreased the o
herders ‘own difficulties of survival. -

L The questlon which still need to be answered are whv has{fp
rlzlculture been the only choice: for irrigated acrlculture, 1ock1nq
the peasant 1n an' ' ever-tighter system of denendencv’ And why,“ln
splte of the 1ncréasiﬁq attraction to. 1rr1qation and the qreat
demands made for 1rr1gated parcels in most.of the v111aqes”fare N
the negatlve 1moaCts ofirrigation so serious as to have the“ P
peasant still prefer his dry-land agriculture?

» The lonq list of negative elements by . Farvoutweiqhs the =
Dositiveness of irrigation in Mauritania and 1s a clear reflec“

S~

tion of the ill~definéd and ill-studied oroblems of soc1al 51a'

:tuations which shéuld have been :projected at the outset of all

pro;ects° The orqanizatlonal mechanisms of sunnort are elther E
non-existent or not sufficientlv exverienced to sustaln chanqe of
technical and human complexitiy. Land claims are not dealt with
mechanical problems remain the greatest bottleneck for the : ..



qontinuation‘of‘cultivation;‘MOtivatiOns’bécbme'miSGirected and,-
because of the complete lack of trust in the profitahility of

the agricultural sector, investments are placed on surer and more

speculative choices; fees emanating from irrigation render com=
munities servile to an organization rather than to6 a social class
but also take away from them all initiatives for self-sufficiency
as long as the feeling of dependency heightens and eliminates

any possibilities of personal or group initiatives: the very size -
of the parcels is so minute as to render any global or individual-

self-sufficiency highly doubtful. Another serious and difficult
problem to solve is the stagnant circuit of commercialisation -

and diétribution-thCh renders all incentives for the peasants ©uii’
to increase their productivity void as long as they are incavable:

of sellinq their produce.

‘The nositive aspects of irrigation and agricultural develop-:
ment cannot be ignored, however. The archaic system of cultiva=

tion of traditional Mauritania was forced to adjust to a new

system of know-how. Motivations developed merely through indivis -
dualization of land ownership and, more important, the HOPE that ..
irrigation will be able to sustain the intensity of productivity. =

of its earlier beginnings.
The social organization of agricultural labor has gone

through rapid stages of upheavals which are still being felt at . -

“all levels. Social relationshipns and economic ties have changed,
modes of 1life have been adjusted to different ways, old social
classes have taken new shave and new ones are being formed. How

all these forces can best be channelled to positive purposes for
agricultural development depends entirely on the level of support

given tb individuals and communities.
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