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THE EVOLUTION OF MﬁDES OF ACCUMDLATION AND SOCIAL CHANGE
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S Ine order to complete the analys1s of soclal change in Maurltanla,

it seemed imperative to us that we examine the recent*evelutlon of
modes of accumul#tion.- Such’ a: study would be complemeﬂtary to those
on’ ‘cHanges’ 1n the pastordlist. sector and; the development of the

“Higratory phenémenon on its multiple from3° sedentaxlzatlon, urban-

1zat10n,‘1nternatlonal m1grat10ns, etc. -

' To start with, 1et us make clear our. deilnltlon of thls tech-
nidal ‘térm; ‘so seldom’ encountered in everyday d;scourse. In every
society, work-and its products take spec1f1c soclal formsg In»the
‘mirke€ ‘édonorty s which -in modern jtimes has been rammfled throughout
theé world; ‘this specific socral aform.: ma\the market commodrty. .The
“ggcial ‘fort’ Iﬁbet takeés is: ‘wage labor J: And the soc1al ﬁorm taken by
the products ‘of "labor is’ eapltal It. wés thereﬁore lmpertant to -@xa=
mine the social" forms of labor and the’accumulatlon of products 4in
‘Mauritanid before the colonial: perlod when marhetxforms became
geﬁerallzed We have 'in part. accompllshed)thenanalyses of - ‘labox.and
its evolution-in our two sociological reports -oni:ahimal: husbandxy
and’farming. We now proceed to round off: :this analysms w:thua,sys-
tematlc ‘examinationof modes of" accumulataon. Let.usyadd: thatpthere
was ‘a whole '¢éries of Téasons . why we: decxded to ‘devote- spec;alwatten-
‘t16n to the evblution .of modes:of accumulation.  p4r;i Eﬁﬂ“ﬁgg

First; there was“a’ h15tor1ca1 reasomn: - 1n thlS part of: Afrtca,
criss-crossed by the great” caravan trails. in.the. past, and comang
under the’ influetice’ of Eutopean merchant capitalism, as.early as- _the
16th century, market modes of accumulatlon have & long thtory,

Secondly, there was an economic reason: on account of
certain factors to be spelled out below, during the colonial period
market forms of accumulation on the local scene developed outside
the system of production. And this encouraged the growth of a market

sector relatively independent of the productive process. The most
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obv1ous ev1dence of the ex1stence of thls market sector is provided
by the fact that'MoorS'have come’ to spec1allze i trade“ and have
spread diaspora fashion over all Africa.

Thirdly, there was a socio~politica1 reason: the traders,

. and more generally the social‘group which organizes and monopolizes

 this market form of accumulation plays a major part in the.processes
. of, soc1&1 change.;v ) : SR

_ Our Study, will comprise two dlstlnct Sections:. ;

et Img the first section we shall go over the condltlons under
which thls ‘market sector was. constituted,. as well as the development
of market mechanlsms._Thls phenomenon per.se is an, .economic pheno-
menon, . but pur. analys1s of it will stress the, sociological, aspect.
In other, Wprds, our. prlmary aim will: -be to lay bare -the social
mechanlems involved, such as the- relat1onsh1ps between produceteh
and traders, between the local system and the. colonial system, ete.

. At any rate a $tr1ct1y economic analy31s capable of establishing.
laws governlng the. .market place would .be rather difficult. to accom-
pllsh 1f _only because available quantified data are so. scarce and
avallable -statistical information is so vague. o

. ¢ In the second sectlon we shall gauge the extent té.which new
gqus of economlc .and soclal dlfferentlatlon became established
on the ba51s ,of .these market. relationships. In particular, we shall

- exam;ne .the ways 1n whlch these new social relationships dominate,

‘H; transcend, or Suppress previous modes of accumulation and social.,

i dlfferentlatlon. (Inﬂthls connectlon it may be worthwhile to point
.out that all of Mauritania® S, soc1et1es ‘have _traditionally featured

| marked soc1a1 stratlflcatlon and 1opsxded modes of accumulatlon,
chlefly 48 a consequence of _slavery). Our _examination will, dead .
1nto a study of the role, .these new merchant. groups play in . Maur1~

tanian society today, .. . T e
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ment: of . European mercantile capitalism in this part of Africa. This
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.- CON§TITUTION AND EVQLUTION OF MARKET MECHANISMS : A SOCIOLOGICAL
ANALYSIS

In this.arxea, a brief historical outline is more necessary
than in any other, Because commer01al networks have e long history
in: Mauritania, people, Aare sometimes 1nc11ned to assume the ex1stence o

of a certain continuity between the old networks and the present

specialization of Moors in trading activities, The actual reallty

is far more complex: no doubt the long hlstory of market relatlon-
ships did play an initial part in this, spec1allzat10n. But what e

are .dealing with is in fact a set of .quite dlfferent 0perat10ns,‘

. often- directed by distinctly different groups.

1.1 - The Establishment of Market Relationships and Commercial
- Networks in the 19th Century

* Well before:the colonial period, the old trans-Saharan trade

- routes which criss~crossed Mauritania and had ensured the prosperity -

ofvthe-old caravan cities like Ouadane and Chinguetti, went into

o. .adefinite decllne. The ‘main cause of this. decline was the establlsh~

establishment - ‘was.not -new; it had in fact given European capltallsm

time to dlrect -a iportion of the trams-Saharan trade to its own -account, -

» and to create new trade networks. The European presence was very

limited, withithewmaiuptrading.pbsts,beigg those at Arguin, Portendile

i .and most notably Saint-Louis. at the mouth of the Senegal River from -
:zthe: 18th century.on. In. -addition, there were conflicts between var1ous

‘Buropean: imperialist -powers. But in spite of all this, the penetrat1on

of European ‘mercantile interests very. quickly;impacted upon the 1n— .
ternal .development -of various “population groups . in haurltanla. Thus, Y

the Senegalese’ historian B. BARRY l-has demonstrated that the Sharr Bebba War,

S

1/ Boubacar BARRY' : Le royaume du Walo, F. Maspero, Paris, 1972,

“ls
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which gave the Hassani Arab tribes the1r mandate to domlnate the Berber trlbes,
and which’ was:followed’ by the. sett1ng up “of the Em1rates at the end of the

17th century, was also a conflict between the heirs of the Al Hurabet1n9

with their vested interests in the transwgaharan transport business, and
others inclined to favor the development of the Eurooeanwdomlnated Atlantlc
trade. It'was- by no accident that Trarza, ‘situated ‘closé to the mouth of
the Senegal River' and near the European comvanles} became the venue of these

Tor., .

political moveéments.
Be that' as'it may, “this penetrétlon of Eurovean mercantlle capltallsm
assumed new dimensions in thé 19th"century" ‘as a result of the steady exnan51on
of 1nternat10nal trade and thé Industrial Revolution.’ And in Maurltanla thlS
penetration occurredpr1mar11y by way ' of the artéry of the’ Senegal Rlver3 secondw

arily by way of Morocco.

A stable market system grew up around Saint~Louis! and the, ..... pOSts along
the river. It was a trading system that made little use of cash. In Mauritania
it involved’ the .export of “um arabic, a“commodity that became eiverythot trade
item invthesI9th cenitury v it was used in the textile indugtry for flnlshing
and dyeing fabric. As. & ‘Hatter ‘of ‘fact, so 'strong was the’ démand for gum that
the Moors, ‘who ‘theémselves 4te 1t assumed it was ‘the ‘basic’ staple of European
diet. Imporited comiodities inc¢luded mandfaetured*gddds, textiles,’ armaménts,
baubles atid ‘trinkéts; etc.s. Tn addition, the merchants of Saint-Louis were
not above profiting from the Slave Trade. When it 'was abolished on the inter-
national levél;’ they traded slavés on the domesti¢ market. ”?rééﬂdﬁbofﬁtrede“
was assuted by “the payment of "customary fees' to Moorish Emirs and chiefs.
These payments ‘in kind: Helped spread European-made” products in Moorish" soc1ety
In the 19th century the development of trade was Hdrked By ehd" éetabllshment
of newftredingtfirms-beEIHe'the old merchants of Salnt-Louls."Many o these
firms were launched by the ‘Boedesux traders as an alternative to playan ‘

important role during! the ‘tolonial perlod The ‘Black African’ pophlatlon of

1.vthei*SenegaliValley: were'falso directly involved in this" tradlng economy. Thls

was especially true of the Soninke, who also had a 1ong hlstory as a tradlng

people. Startrng from. the IPth century, Sonxnke merehants had: been traging !

actively with the Compagnie du S$&négal, in gold ivory, and above all, slaves°




In the 19th century Bakel and Kayes were the principal commercial ports
on the Senegal Rlver. But trade w1th ‘the Soninke ,was hard put- to it to-

recover from the abolltlon of the Slave Trade. . ?/ LR

a3 .
e d

The flerce opp051t10n the merchants of Sa1nt~Louls put Ap to the
conquest of Maurltanla was eloquent testlmony to the stability of the‘;
trade networks which brought them large profits. For years on end they
were able to frustrate the 1mp1ementatlon of Coppelani's plan-of‘conquest.
And Coppolan1 s corresoondence w1th the French authorltles, in which he”
denounces the trad1ng hablts of these merchants says.a great deal about
the nature’ of thls commerceig 1t was, typlfled by-alliances- w1th the Nborish
chiefs, 1nterference 1n local Dolltlcs, the.sales of.munitions and slaves,'

an 1ndu1gence 1n proflteerlng schemes practlcally tantamount: to plllage etc..°
T L S R F i e EE IEST O i “"; o ‘
"The”encroachment of merchants from the North involved “Moroccan"

tribes- who settled 1n Maurltanlaiin“the 19th century setting up ‘commercial

networks in such places as Tekna andsoulad,Busba.pIn.aﬂverynshort7whilE“**~"

they had branches 1n SalntuLouls and some of. the river‘”ports”.-Thisllatter{

economlc strean was smaller than the former. Nevertheless;. it:-did have: &

certaln 1nf1uence on the evolutlon of Moorish soc1ety because it established

1tse1f from w1th1n. .‘”'

‘1 R FCENER AN

'g_).\ .

By d1str1but1n? ‘new products it helped create new .needs. The"élaséicV“’

1llustrat10n of th1s development is the introduction.of tea, a product. v
brought 1nto Maurltanla by the Oulad Busba merchants . in the last talf of

the Igth century. Its Subsequent succe551s well known, Other commodltles el
included carpets, gold and silver Jewelry) perfume,\andzother-products~e1ther)
of Moroccan origin or reexported from Morocco. To this list we should add
armaments, 1mported 1n bulk from the North at the end of the 19th century.
This arms traflc was helped by 1mper1allst rxvalrles pitting the' Freiich,

the Germans and the Spanlsh agalnst each other ‘both in. Morocco and’ 1n ‘the *

B X
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Western Sahara. At the turn of the 19th century, for instance, the
Qulad Busba possessed rapidfire rifles which were to give them a
transitory domlnance of the coastal strlp between Southern Morocco

and Senegal. These weapons helped put up a Stlff re31stance to colon1a1

penetration.

ThlS development of market relatlonshlps fit 1n w1th Moorlsh
social organlzatlona A notable fact is the Oulad Busba brought from N
the other Moorish trlbes not only slaves but trlbutary rlghts (hurma)
These developments prov1de ev1dence of the monetarlzat;on of soc1al ‘
relationships and the penetration. of market relatlonshlps° The research |
we ourselves conducted in the Adrar reglon 1nd1cates that thlS was a o

tlme of active sales of palm groves, and even sales of uncultlvated land ﬁ

, It was in thls context that 1nter~reg10nal and 1nter~ethn1c exchange
channels which had admittedly existed before, but Whlch now took on the o

characterlstlcs of market exchanges, were to get perpetuated Thusg agaln

in Adrar, the settlement of the Ghudf brotherhood founded by the qouthern L

Ideybussat, in the Aougeft area went together W1th the establlshment of
an exchange system based on salt, mlllet and manufactured products

imported from Europe. In hlS connectlon it would be 1nformat1ve to look

into, relatlonshlps between the spread of the Tijaniyya movement and these

new trade systems. As a matter of fact the Tijaniyya movements was Jntroduced

by the Idawali, a tribe whose specialization in commerce became more def1n1te
in the colonial period. The Ghudf brotherhood mentioned above is .also
connected with the Tijaniyya,sect. | T

Gum -Was . the pr1nc1pa1 commodlty exported to the European market o
on the domestic market, - the pr1nc1pa1 commodlty was salt. In Northern | '
Adrar; the Id]ll salt works suffered the v1c1531tudes attendant on the ;“

polltlcal and military upheavals there dur1ng and after colonlal conquest.

(The North was not pac1f1ed unt11 193A) By contrast the Trarza salt works !‘

supplied several ‘thougand. tonnes of salt for sale along the Senegal R1ver

all the way to the Kayes area.

N N NN e




- for instance, were, certarnly still very w1despread : but we should not

+1.2 » The Creation of a Domestic Market inythe Coionial Per{bd,wil

‘rof- the labor. force,, This general the31s applles to colonlzatlon 1n Maurltanla,

gyt

e

“Another: commodlty whlch entered the dlstrlbutlon system at thls
time ‘was millet.. It figured in s;gnlflcant exchanges between nomadlc
herdsmen and: people of. the river valley, as well as the Sonlnke in both
Mali and Mauritania. The. accounts of the caravan trafflc pa531ng through
‘Tijikja and .the Tagant gates in 1907 the year after T131k3a was occup1ed
show more than I, 000 -camels Ln trans1t 1n Jjust a few months° That flgure
indicates:several. hundred . tons of frelght destlned for Adrar and Northern
Tagant., ‘And -from . Southern forocceo and the Oued . Draa came barley and

sometimeés: wheat. S e

‘Several: other. products were also traded v tent poles cotton fabrlc
from Mali. A(£1i3), . strips of cloth from Sonlnke ‘areas, etc..r as well as‘“f’
slaves, who were traded. actively down up till the end of the 19th century
and even till the onset of colonization. To what extent d1d these exchanges
take market. -and.. cash.. forms at the end of !9th century ?. Barter or - exchanges

based-on limited equlvalency Systems lnvolvzng salt, mlllet and cloth

underestimate the role played by cash or equ1va1ents w1th an analogous*q‘f

function, such as strips of cloth.

- Most:historians treatlng the colonlal system agree that the establlshment
of the. colonial. system as a system of polltlcal domlnatlon had as both’ 1ts
aim and -its consequence the development of monetary and market relatlonshlps
(through the. «direct. levylng of taxes, for one) the creatlon of’a domestlc
market, the- ‘boosting ofqproductlon for the market and the “1iberatica™

SN

-on:the condition that, it ;be reflned by a few spec1f1c nuances. -

PR |  E I L

. b b ey {over L age e ] N
The difficulties encountered in the conquest of Mauritania,’ afd  thé
existence of a large area of dissidence in the North rlghtdown to 1934
made. the colonizers, dec1de not to rush the pace of the’ soc1ety s evolutlon

but instead to preserve non~mendant11e reletronshlps 1n a bld to w1n the
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support of those soc1a1 strata whlch had ruled the soc1ety before it was
colonlzed The 1nstruct10ns handed down by Patey who succeeded Gouraud
after the conquest of Adrar 1n 1910 were extremely clear on this p01nt

in order to malntaln order 1n the 1nter10r9 and to keep the Northern ralders
at baysrlt was necessary to rely on the Hassan1 warrior group ;. to, w1n thrs
proup s support it was 1mperat1ve to malntaln the ex1st1n? soc1a1 structure,

In the’ event trad1t10na1 hurma and ghafat payments were malntalned

rlght down to the 1950 s. As for slavery, the colonlal admlnlstratlon .
went so far to ‘accomodate it that in some cases it actually hunted down .A
runaway slaves. For example, just after 1930 a child was kldnapped in
Senegal and sold in Mauritania. A few years 1ater thls chlld escaped ‘using
camels 1n hlS attempt to travel back homea The colon1a1 admlnlstrator at
Trarza Jalled the fugltlve child on charges of ”camel theft" brought

agalnst h1m by h1s masters.

ol ST

For these same reasons colonlal pollcy 1n Maurltanla was more. L

Cong

restralned 1n 1ts use of coerc1ve measures in general use in other colonles.pi

¢

Forced labor9 for example was not as w1despread there as 1n other colonlzed

soc1et1es; In fact among the Moors it was practlcally unheard of ;mlnsteadl“;

N N

they were subjected to large scale livestock requisitions. This did not
necessarily mean that the colonlzer had no economlc 1nterest in. Maurltanla.lz
The country's conquest cannot be reduced fo’ 51mp1e geopolltlcal 1mperla115t
aims 1nvolv1ng the need to assure a llnk between the Naghreb and Black Afrlca°

From the colonlallst p01nt of v1ew9 the zone of economlc development was,

'Senegal's peanut zone, Wlthln thls optic colonlal pollcy gradually deflned

' two tain economlc Eunctlons in the exploltatlon of Maurltanla 3 flrst,‘:v”_ﬂ,
Iy & .-

Maurltanla was to supply cheap food pr1nc1pally 11vestock to Senegal s e
peanut producers and her urban wage earners. Qecondly, Maurltanla was, to

supoly labor to both the urban and rural sectors engaged 1n peanut productlon 3/
We have examined the“second phenomenon, the labor force, in the RAMS study

on Migration. WeAshall now examine the first function. In effect,. the production

PRI

3/ The 1atter phenomenon the labor force) is examlned 1n the RAMS renort
on Migration in the Social Change studies. -
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of livestock, and secondarily, Farm productlon were carried on under
market conditions. Thisg® was an essential espect 1n ‘the creatlon of a

domestic market -dnd ‘the evolutlon of modes of accumulatlon 1n Maurltanla.

1.2.1;'~‘Créatf6n*andiEvolution of'theﬁLiuestockaarket

LR

The creation of the liviestock market came almost exactly at the samei

time as colonization. In effect, the majority of. Maurltanla s people,

Moors -and" Peulhs, make ‘their" 11v1ng from 11vestock And these herdsmen
have ‘only one’ hay of’ meetlng the need for- money E the sale of some of . G
their surplus 1ivestdck. The exchange of 11vestock for other products such
as millet, ‘cloéth, - etc.o.‘predated colonlal1sm. Qu1te naturally, the exten31on
of “cash’ demands’ resulted” in the exten81on of these exchanges. Moreover e ,
‘with' the growth of Senegal s urban areas " the’ demand expanded.»In the 1920's,
the Louga market, sited just over 100 kilometers’ South of the Senegal Rlver,
assumed the- 'position of the principal livestock trading center.’ “(The colonlal
authorities tried toé get up a Mauritanian livestock market at Rosso to o
compete with the Louga market, but they failed. L1vestock fairs were held
therg several :years in a: row, but after 1930 the enterprlse dled) L1vestock
-was -sent. down on-foot; crossing the river at Rosso Podot Kaedl and Bakel.
From Louga it wds sent on ‘to consumption centers in Senegal s peanut Zones

,,’1\_v

and urbah areds. .z . .. oo, o : B
gt e A

Econemie stimuli played a key role in motlvatlng herdsmen to sell
the1r livestockd But we should: not overlook pressurés exercised by the B
colonial adwinistration: ‘These pressures could take such dlrect forms as
requisitions of animals for meat or transportation at off1c1al rates of pay.
In 1926, in the Adrar region, such requisitions hit 1,500 camels out of 9,000.
The Administrator himself conceded that this burden was too heavy, and was
partly responsible for the famine then raging in the region. Each clan

was obliged to take turns supplying transport animals. The’ standard WN'MT;

stipulation was 20 7 of 11vestock w1th at least 55 camels monthly supplled
to the government's transport corps. The herdsmen had to keep these anlmals
near the government posts even if there was no pasture nearby. In addltlon9

they had to provide transport animals for the annual resupply of the Adrar
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post from Rosso and Podbr. One government administrator noted . MWhen.. -
the yearly transport operations involve no more than 500 camels.,-they.. ..
are much appreciated (sic) since they make it easy to pay taxes". 4/

With the development of motor transport and the free market, requ1s1tlonsv
dropped off. But durlng the Second WOrld War they were renewed to
ensure‘transportatlon within Mauritania and. the- delivery of - supplies to
Senegalaﬁln.that;Fe;ioq‘Mauritania supplied 8,000 camels for demestic .::.
transport. and 11,000 camels to Senegal every.year.

Coming on top of the requisitions, the.Zekkat tax; a religious
.I;Cithe onﬁlivestoqk?;putja.very’heavy_burden,qn herdsmen. In the beginning
this tithe was fixgd;inclusively for each clan or tribe. In 1936 it was .
.put on an individual footing, on the basis-of questionable.cenSus figures~-
subject to manlpulatlon by the chiefs. Without g doubt there was:a lot of"
_trickery, and. in, good years taxes could be paid with ease. But when. droughts
ior epidemics decimated iivestock herds, - the taxes became hard to bear.
Then herdsmen were forced ‘to sell their livestock en masse to make the -

. necessary money.

The combination of economic stimuli and coercive measures brought
about a rapid development of livestock sales. Estimates of ‘sales magnltudes
in Senegal are extremely approximative. When we come to sales within
Mauritania, such estimates reach the realm .of pure fantasy. So, ‘we shall
restrict ourseives to the farmer type of estimate and even those we ‘shall
handle most gingerly. In 1940, before the market was shaken up by the war,

official figures for livestock exports to Senegal were as follows :

- .. 95,723 camels (5,643 reserved for the transport corps)

= .9,853 cattle

~.126,765 sheep and goats 5/

e A

BN

#/ Natlonal Archlves of Maurltanlas Nouakchott

5/ Natlonal Archlves, Serles Q

v LEE




In 1968, export figures more than doubled, except in the case
of camels, where sales on the Senegalese market d;pped on.acéount of
the fact that camels were no longer used for transport :

- 18,000 (unof§1c1al estimates : 52,000) e

- 270,000 sheepﬁand goats (unofficial estimates : 330,000) 6/

The continued development of ‘exports down to the onset of the
drought in 1968, and the expansion of the market were both: connected
with rising cash demands. The ‘cash sector of the domestlc economy - of
herdsmen expanded ceaselessly because prices of essential commodities
climbed steadily. (We shall revert to this p01nt later on) !By contrast,
livestock prlces dropped Just as’ remorselessly To evaluate this phenomenon,
we assembled prlce data from Mauritania® s Natlonal ‘Archives ‘in Nouakchott.
It goes: without saylng that these market price statistics should be
handled with c1rcumspectlon. But they do prov1de useful 1nd;catlons as
to market trends. i ‘ ; '
= At the start of the 1920's, prices were as follows :
Cattle cost between 100 and 150°F ‘in Guldlmakha ; in-the Senegal
River Valley- they cost between 100 and 200 F. In each case we have noted
the price for export cattle. Sheep and goats cost between 25 and 30 F a
in Guidimakha ; in Boghe they cost between 15 and 25 F. Prlces had
remained stable from the time before the 19!4—1918 War..

= In 1929, livestock prices experienced a slow but steady ¥ise : "

R
O

Qattle“ 250 to 450 F. in the Senegal Valley
Camels : 1, 300 to 1, 500.F in. Tagent

gy

Sheep :'30 F average in-Mauritania (Ylffa) B : _
40.F in the Senegal vaer reg1on. o . ST

6/ Statistical Bulletins of the Direction of Statistieai,Nouakchottz’l968 .

[NV A
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- The 1930 crisis saw a sudden collapse in the price structure.

1931 and 1934 prices were as follows :

_ Canels (Tagant) _ .   “"_ 200 | 250
" cattle (Senegal Valley) ©s0 125
Sheep (Kiffa) 10 15

In other words, these early 1930°s prices were lower than

pre-World War I prices.

-~ Down till the Second World War thé résﬁﬁed upward climb of prices:

was slow espec1d11y 1f we take 1nto account the steep devaluatlon .
1‘of the Franc 1n 1937 3 v o
o ' 1938 1941

2 .u:Camels (Tagant) . ‘.:, SOQ(SSQ ” ] 500/1 700
! ) Cattle (Senegal Valley) » 250[45¢  , 60Q475QL.. L
Sheep (Klffa) . 20/30 . 60

It seems that these fluctuations were closely connected with
prices on the Louga market :

Camels Cattle .Sheeg

1926 2,500/3,500 1400/900  50/120 . |
1931 400/600 125/300 25/35 |
1939 600/1,150  400/780 . 50/80

Thﬁs, Bétﬁeen‘the gvé;éf;the Fitét Wétld Warié@& tﬁe outéet of -
the Second World‘War;'that ié» for a peribd of nearly 30 years,
11vestock prices remalned stagnant In the case of camels they
even experlenced a net drop. In the 1930"1931 crisis, these

prices even fell by as much as, 67 %Z. Under these conditions
herdsmen were obllged to se11 more and more. of thelr livestock

to maintain their purch331ng power. We shall 1ater have occasion
to look at-these- 11vestock -prices in comparlson with those of

other products on the market, both products of local origin and

imported products. .
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inT After the Second World War prlces cllmbed very steeply But _
'because the Franc had become so extremely bloated through 1nf1at10n,
... - there. was, 1n real terms .2 further drop 1n purcha51ng power. In e

T
[

w010 1948, these prices were s

8 000 to 12 000 F. CFA for meat camel’ (Tagant) ~ ' ' s
‘ l 500 to 6,500 F. CFA £or one bull: “(Senegal’ Valley):i
400 to :1,150 F. CFA for one" sheep'~?senége1‘ValTey)1

w.In the ensulng perlod right down till Independence, there was
: a slow but sustalned price rise. In- 1958, ‘the average ptlce per
uﬁhead of ‘cattle in the Senegal Valley ‘was 9,000 F.: CFA, whlle»‘ 5
b that'ofrsheep was 1’ 020 F. CFA (MISOES Study) . Thls trend 1asted s
{ t111 ‘the drought $ i 1969, in this dame region, the prlces werei
13,600 F. CFA (2,720 UM) for cattle and 1,500 F. CFA (300 UM) ¢ =
_ for sheep.

A SN S Cier,

ThIs relat1vecdepreolatlon, whlch in' fact was: tantamoUnt ‘to ancabsolute
drop in market prlces "fof llvestock ‘was 'the key ‘factor i the’ grovth:
of livestock sales. it reflected the producer’s victim status in thé
market place. In !930 when the worlid ¢risis’ 1nvolv1ng peanut- productlon
caused a dlzzylng drop in prlces on the Louga market producers reacted
by w1thhold1ng the1r products from the market.” The' résult was that monéy.
fin c1rculat10n dr1ed up in the soc1ety This situation did not recur after
the second ‘World' War. By~ then market: relatlonshlps 'and: the' cash nexus had
penetrated 80 deeply into the animal husbandry economy that the herdsmen
had no alternatlve but to sell large numbers 6f their’ anlmals in' order
to ‘survive. : o e ¢

The organlzatlon of the livestock market reflected these prlce
;fluamatlons “the' speculatlve chafadter of the profits involved (in the
f1na1ana1y31s these proflts wer's mdde in’ benegal ‘where Iiveé¥tock was
resold at hlgher pr1ces)9 and the limited ‘scale “GF business ‘transactions.

Here there was fo such large | scale organlzatlon of the:livestock trade .-

as could be seen under the control of the big traders it Mali and -especially

in Northern Nigeria.




. The traders were numerous, and of tén- they operated on a small scale.
There was a -large.number- of middlemen, traders and brokers. The colonial
tradlng companles did not participate in this trade. Here and there one
could come across a-few big traders, but they_dld not control a large
enough chunk of the trade to be able to dictate buying and selling prices.
Many of these traders were herdsmenvor caravan transport organizers who
made -regular trips to Senegal. They woqu_etart a emall herd, usually
on credit. After“sellfng%thie,herd; they“would_buy goods for resale

in Mauritania.

St

The . other feature typ1fy1ng the organlzatlon of thls k1nd of trade
was the generallzatlon of credlt L1vestock was 1tse1f often bought on
credit in Mauritania, only to be sold agaln on credlt, to brokers and
butchers. If- th1s way a complex web of 1nterests was spun, often on a

basis. of ‘tribal’connections. o B

The capital involved was small, and a lot of it wag .tied up in
s;credit:s yet the 11Ve$tock trade d1d functlon as one of the foundations

of market ‘accumulation- partlcularly 1n Moorlsh soc1ety, because the -
market was large ard- had local bases. These same factors kept the colon1a1

trading houses out' of the 11vestock ‘trade. They were_ngt attracted by : -

these .mercurial profits, especially since considerable capital would also:”

have to be tied'up at sales points as well as in the organization .of transport.

feE T

1.2:2 - The Establishment “of a Foodetuff.Merket s Reality or Myth:?2-. - .-

Leétius start with a query : did a cereal market exist in Mauritania -

before the modern practice of importing cereals ? (clearly such a market

did not take the same forms as the livestock market).

At :any rate we are sure, from a scrutiny of historical data, that. =~ °

there was indeéd a large cereal surplhs prodﬁced in the Senegal River

Valley, especially’ An the 1nterva1 between the two, WOrld Wars, as a result °:

of the cultlvatlon of new land We also know that thlS surplus was sold:

H

or; pt: least ‘exchanged.




One of the primary characterlstlcs of the cereal market in’ 'the.

Senegal Rlver Valley was the perpetuatlon of non-mercantlle forms ‘of
exchange or of forms typical of reglonal "m1n1~markets" with no"
systematlc connectlons among themselves. In partlcular9 such mini-markets
had no reference prices comparable to the reference Prices provided by
11vestock prlces on the. Senegalese market. The caravan trade with- the

Northern reg1ons remained 1mportant for a long time. It was mostly’

*monetarlzed but 1t kept its: locallzed character and was partly- based

on” tradltlonal systems of exchahge featurlng salt, gum, 11vestock etc...

On the local level trade -remaired ‘at the barter stage for a long time.
Durlng the MISOES .study, from 1957 to 1958 7/ it was estimated that
about 20° kllOS of cereal per head (mlllet and especially sorghum) were

bartered every year for other products. Thls quantlty was quite comparable

E

to the quant1t1es sold in: the séame perlod

s j\»‘-“,;v E

The reason for these cereal’ sales were the _same as ‘those behind

livestock sales . the need for ¢ash had grown.}But ‘the concentratlon o

. of ‘cereal productlon in the'regions of Braknag_Gorgo1 andi.Guidimakha ©

while other reglons like Trarza, Tagant and Adrar Prodyced endugh
cereal only 1n exceptlonal ‘years, coupled w1th Vvery marked annual
varlatzons, gave rise to significant 1nter-reg10na1 movements. - In" 1930

Gu1d1makha suffered a serious famine after a poor harvest aggravated

P S S T
AN

by ldcust 1nva31ons.ﬂ,. - e R e e

“When d1scuss1ng monetary -deimands, we have to glve the.colonial tax
its own spec1a1 place This holds a fort1or1 for the tax called ‘achur, '
which was levied originally in k1nd then in cash It was not abolished

until rather late. It was a:burdensome tax9 because it' did not take 1arge

'
[

annual fluctuatlons of production into account.‘In years of scarcity ‘tax
relief measures were only . grudgingly applled and farmers had to' go’ into h
debt to pay the achur tax. Official Government reports even pointed’ out

S A
RS

7/ Boutillier et al., La Moyenne Vallée du Sénégal, P.U.F., Paris, 1962.
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that among the:Moorsy who carrled on a partlcularly ‘chancy kind of

farm1ng on rain~irrigated land or 1n flood ba31ns? this. tax was-

_ pushing .people into giving up farming.

- For qulte some’ tlme, that’ 1s9 unt11 about 1930 . the . economlc ana
coerc1ve stimuli- applied had’ only e 11m1ted effect. Producers re31sted
the traders‘ efforts to bring’ prlces down. The Senegal Valley's cereaI'
surpluses became the object of'importént'husiness deals -in which the :w
colonlal tradlng ‘houses got 1ncreas1ng1y involved : they resold millet

in Senegal’s -urban markets or moved it into the peanut zone by rail.

» 11 thlS while the: pr1n01p1es of a trade economy remained in
“force. Millet was exchanged for other products9 and was in turn traded

for gum. (In 1924, 2 kilograms of millet were equlvalent to 1 kilogram

of gum in the gum~producing zones). The traders opened .a large number

of out}ets, with some even in little River villages, where. traders’ agents

could:tredeﬁmerchandise for cereals. (In 1925 the Compagnie Coloniale

was established at Maghama, while Buhan and Tessiére opened at Tidiane.
Other trading posts were founded at Oﬁali, Palel, Sagné, etceg.),fThe’ o
1923 Economlc Report for T¥drza states : "Shops have been opened in A
the prlnc1pa1 productlon cénterss'where traders have bought up millet at
20 Francs per quart. Taking into account the fact that payments to the
farmers are made in trade goods, as well as the fact that a wide*aSSOrtﬁent
of measuring standards-is in use, one could estimete that what the tradirs‘
1

colon1al tradlng houses thus sxphoned off part of the cereal productlon;»

paid the natives for -their millét was 0.3 Franc per quart’. The princip

A number of "Moroccan'' traders actually from the Oulad Busbha tribe.’ v
as we11 as Saint-Louis- merchants, were also well establlshed on the market.'
The methods used .were: -everywhere ‘the same : the harvest was . ‘bought cheaply

on account of the fact that: the farmers were in debt, and partly paid

for in merchandlses. In our second chapter, we shall consider- the effects
H - . <
of this system on the producers.
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vt They producers _resisted.the, domlpatlon of cereal productlon

by the merchant sector 1n two ways

Prioviiie EREA ¢ i E LS B PO PR AT TR s

ThrOughout thls period millet ‘prices elimbed' steadiiy.‘ﬂere* il

siothe . sgetlstlcal data. arerather tr1cky to handle, because ggxlergef

annual seasonal and reglonal varlatlons 3 but overall trends
anitwa b LR . R I TP N T T

are nevertheless clear : o
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CEREAL PRICES, 1906 ~ 1930
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doassovil 1906, p 0,02 F. ;peE kilo. in Kaedi., e
1920 . 0 60 F 1n October I. 50 in July in Gorgol
IR i Ry . TSP

1925 0,80 F. to 0.90 1n the “Senegal valiey ”'

l 1929 0.30 F. in January in Gorgol, bit:0.90"a féw ménths later

S e s 13 A0 Fa i, gpsso in, April .
1930 1.00 F to l 75 F ;n_Boghe

SRS *r G

i Souree’ ; Natiofnal Archives; Series Q. = v 0 . oa% i
el b ho s T g e e CohLE o mnrm dwelane L bears
Under these condltlons, proflts were patently speculatlve and
uSurlous mlllet was bought in exchange for goods sold before the harvest
at usiarious prices:: ‘regional differences. ‘Wete ‘taken advantagesbfyon ¢
4o, 80d. in. the long run millet was_resold on the local _parket after. shortages
had pushed prlces up. Thuss 1n 1929 traders hought mlllet for 0.30 F

____ IRt

“a'kilo in January and resold it at the same market in Boghe from
"“'Juné”JU1yﬂ““f‘Anotherwréport'frbmfthe‘Béghe-rezlonuin 1925 states that -
ntraders bought millet. from.the, :Northern.farms at 0,60 tg 0,70, Enoper,

kllo and resold 1t dlrectly to farmers 1n the Chemama, who were st111

awaltlng thelr harvest for 2. 50 F
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A second way in which farmers resisted domination by the traders was
to try sonehonfto'divetsify-their salable production. In the‘19go's peannt
production in Guidimakha experienced a marked boom; ‘especially in 1920-
1921 when high peanut prices in Senegal Quite seduced Soninke farmers.

The tradlng companles refused to pay the- ‘price obtalnlng 1n Senegal'

60F per 100 kllOSa Instead they offered 40F.  When the peasant3=refused
to sellvat that price, the’ytrading companies boﬁcotted'them;hand orices
plummeted. By such stratagems the traders succeeded in imposing specia-
lized productlon--essentlal in an economy which operates by keeping the’
producers dependent on the market-—on the farmers.

A second period in the evolution of:the cereal market began in 1930,
folloW1ng the economlc crisis Wthh brought about a collapse in livestock
‘and ‘peanut prices, worklng in. tandem w1th new coercive measures promulgated
by the administration.

In 1930, Native Proviéence Companies or Sociétés Indigénes‘de
Prévoyance (S.I.P.) were establlshed 1n Maurltanla, as in the remainder
of French West Afrlca. Their mandate was to control productlon, to
provide aga1nst shortages, and to manage reserve stocks of seed and food-
stuffs, These"companles were set up.to combat 1ncrea31ng1y frequent
Jshottages. Government officials got into the habit,of:blaming‘theIShork-
ageswon:the ﬁshortssiéhtedness" of farmers;f“Paradoxically, though,,these
"“ game  officials noted in, their annual reports that the traders, by rlpplng
v off the farmerswcome harvest time, and by pushing the peasants 1nto debt,

causad a’lot of shortages. Worse still, the traders used to hoard graln

after bad harvests to drive millet resale prlces hlgher. People were




“¥he grain. reservoxrs.,'
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hostile to the idea of "graln reservoirs'', seelng in the scheme Just

another tax 1mp081t1on. But the system was lmposed anyway, and grew 1n

the course of the war. In 1941, they were converte& into’ collect1ve

granarles, vhich was tantamount to. puttlng the" chid¥s in control of them.
LR fopaRn TR AT R TR CORtroL of them
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And in 1944 after two successlve years ;ef - poor‘harvests, it was stlpu-

.,.rtt

lated that each 1nd1v1dua1 was to contribute a mrnlmum of 15 kllos to o

The Second World War witnessed a crisis;':'«.whichi_fweﬁshall-"stiidy‘iinE

greater detail later. During that war, the pegg;ng of millet: prlces *dt

3y v e

an official rate aggravated dlfflcultles confrontlng farmers. There
was a widening gap between the off1c1a1 pr1ce and the black market: price,
and this gap encoﬁraged speculatlon, w1th the result that ~the: tradefs,

especially the tradlng COmPanles which bought their stocks at the %"

i

officially. fixed prlces, made a kllllng. By contrast, the producers
found themselves forced to let the1r crop 80 for a song.. To add idsult

to 1n3ury, they dven had to buy m111et back on the black ‘market 1n

case of. need

e iv‘r

These were the haicyon days (1930-1948) of .the cereal- trade. e

Cereal surplu@es remalned large rlght unt11 the war. because ‘new lands R

I+
N ?'i».

were put wunder’ cult1vat1on, and the resultlng 1ncreased produttion

helped balance ‘the" growth in populatlon. o a emeTn ;”i“”‘ﬁ"”“/:yt

: J

As :far'ds prlces were concerned thls Period comprised “two phases. o

The first phase fédtured a step prlce drop from a ceiling which may be

situated in 1931,




Table 2: The Drop in Cereal Price: 1931 - 1940
1931: 1F per kilo in Guidimakha, 0.80 in Kaedi
1934:  0.40F in Guidimakha, 0.3 in Kaedi h

u1940:**d“40Fﬂ | ln‘Guidimakha

AR

gsource. Natlonal Archlves, Serles Q..
+-The price ‘drop played 1nto the traders’' hands, and the perlod was
{marked by a spurt of 1nten31ve tradlng. When the War started, mlllet

prices shot up spectacularly, but the price. rise: has to be 81tuated w1tH1n

Syt

a general~1nf1at10nary context.

Table 3: M1llet Prlces, 1942 - 1948
: 19425f I. 75 to 2 10 F 1n Gorgol (resold for 8F at Matam L g i EAEToEE
:é in Senegal) ‘

"

1943: 6 F (off1c1a1 prlce), over 20 F (black market prlce)

C1945: 7 2 to. 3 75 F

3

19485 5 50 F (off1c1a1 price); 9 to 10 F (black market pr1ce) ook

Source: Nat10na1 Archlves, Serles Q. . i} oy mm

yot M PR
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In the flrst place, these steep prlce varlatlons resulted from a:

famine consequent on the drought*cum—locust—1nvas1on of 1942 and 1943.. .~

At that tlme, Maurltanla had to import several thousand tonnes from.
Senegal and the then Sudan.- The high prices ‘were also due to the
development of a black market, a c1rcumstance fac111tated by the f1x1ng
of an off1c1a1 base prlce. Under these condltlons, even though the

colonial tradlng companles kept selling’ ‘Targe quantltles of cereals

(in 1943 they sold 1,700 tonnes in the Tra¥za’ area alone9 where production:

e
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cofn et , ;
vas;. uﬁt)partleularly hlPh) the way they were organlzed rendered them,quite

incapabie: of bringing the’ market under systematlc control. After shortahes

1194141942 and" 1942/1943 the year 1943/1944 saw a good crop,,and

after millet .grown on Walo 1and was harvested pr1ces drOpped to 2.50 F .

and jeven: 2B per ki1d.:" The 1944/1945 harvest turned out to be Just as
8ood, and prices' held' steady (at 2.50 F 1n Boghe in Februaryﬁ 2 Fin ,g;*”

Apr11 and 3 F in November 1945)~=to the chagrln of the tradlng companles. o

:!(\
XN

RS

Such being the circumstances, m111et hoarded‘ln lean tlmes could not’ be

:'_'fH e
marketed at the price sought by the traders' 3.80 F. It became necessary
b any Bil3 0GR
P
to resort: to:an adminlstratlve decree forc1ng consumers to buy mrllet as
Porred ..,,(/.,;-_v d
a precondition for: getting sugar Wthh was then ratloned 1n order to

bring down surplus stocks, TR IS o SRR
SR S R % I e CO v

Such problems encountered in deallng w1th a rather haphazardly

A TY

organized and scattered market accounted for the tradlng companles lack::
of interest in the cereal trade in the perlod follow1ng 1948 - To, thia~rtg
must be added the fact that the surplus was constantly shr1nk1ng because

of population growth; moreover, the cultlvatlon of new lands came Lo ‘a

halt. Possibly, too, a further reason may have been the development of ©

a labor m1gratory movement . the trading compan1es were rbplacad 1n the

I¥E ~,r~1 5 0 (i LT e ! P Y

first 1nstance by Lebanese or Moor%Sh traders.who. i 1957”controlledv';"ﬂ
dod gva gnendiie

807 of the cereal market. Afterwards, shortfalls Uin prodUCtlon became a

3 ;x“-i.‘ B
g “.;.5'“7:/"'1' sl Sl L
regular feature, save 1n rare bumper years. In the ‘tou rSe of the 1957/

PR
ot

~¢Ajﬁluﬁ

1958 MISOES study coverlng the mlddle Senegal River Valley, the surplus'

produced throughout the whole valley was.; estlmated”ét 5 000 tonneéfjh"n

?
. "-’,"Us e
a decade earller,vthe comparable flgure~was between IO 000 and 20 000 tonnes.




The drought whlch ravaged the country ten years later merely spelled out

in bold re11ef the fact that there was a structural deficit in produétlon.
In thla s1tuat10n market prlces ‘were 1ncrea51ngly determlned by 1nter-‘;f
natlonal ceral prlces and government prlce pol1c1es. Moreover, since’ there
is so llttle selllng of domestlc product1on, the notion of a producer %
price has become 1ncrea51ng1y mean1ng1ess Prlces appeared qu1te stablL
unt11 the drought and the 1973 food crls1s, then they exploded

Table 4 MCereal Prlces, 1949 - 1975 o R 1%“?

1949: ll 30 F offlclal purchase prlce
' 13 80 F selllng prlce‘yzkn.ﬁ'
JEEI v v EE I - 'i‘li N
Thls was the year when government base prlces were abolished;’

.‘-,’(? e ," SIS '3'*;

vprlces therefore generally fell in line with those on the “free

market.

. el o aeto -
.1958/1959 17 F per kllo in the Valley

o

A 20 to 25 F on the market |
1967.' 10 to 40 F CFA
1973: ljabout 100 F cFA (19. 5o UM)
;9752' 55 to 100 F CFA (11 to 20 UM)

Sources: Natlonal Archlves, Ser1es Q
: Statistical Bulletins..

Eventually, the slow growth .of a cereal market in the colonlal‘period
was rudely' interrupted by the ‘drying upvofythe_cerealhaprplpaee on which

that ‘market depended. .. This market had always presentedlcertalnwpeculiar

features such as.fluctuating prices, the;continued‘practice_of,barter, spe-.

culation, -and-usury, These features flowed from the fact that the market
. was 'notgenetralized, ~that producers themselveavatekup'a_greatfpart ofrtheir

products, and also that non-monetary forms of exchange remained
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operatiﬁe.. Whatwln the end really brought about the general spread of

market and cash relat10nsh1ps was the productlon shortfall. But so

1mportant were these subsistence foodstuffs that very rapldly the State

“

had to take measures to. organize and control the 31tuat10n.

i
'

1.2;3. "The Evolution of Market Mechanisms from the Colonial  Period
o
;to the Food Crisis .

hi'tThe small selection of Price statistics we have presented ought
to be hqndled with care. They are abstracted from off1c1a1 market prlces

as recorded 1n government admlnlstratlve reports. And they sometimes d1d

l

not take 1nto account such factors as seasonal varlatlons, whlch 1n the

¥ vt
‘. o

case of ?111et were really con31derable, nor did they always dlstxngulsh

between purdhase pr1ces and se111ng prlces, ete. In splte of these
i

shortcomlngs, though, they do make it poss1b1e to get an 1dea of overall

LSo there is a case for using them circumépeétly pending:a
systematlc scruting of archival materials. Such materlals would 1nc1ude
not only government archlves, but also the books of the trading companles,

the m111téry supply depot etc.

0bv1ous1y, the relevant varlatlons are those 81mu1taneous varlatlons ‘
i

betweehfdlfferent market prices. We have tried to assemble in a single

tabulat16ﬂ§prices for a selection of the most important products. These

prlces have been expressed as a factor of lOQ,Athe base figure correéﬁond~ ‘

..( Py -.—(!
Do -<§

ing t Prxces for 1940 - 1942 a p1vota1 period in the country's eebmomic -

l )

e P 1T AR

development.
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1906 - 1973

PRICE TRENDS,

Table 5

YEAL

CAMELS _ CATTLE

* SHEEP

| MILLET
“(kilo)

© oM

_'SUGAR

. GUINEA
" FABRIC

(meter)

IMPORTED
RICE
(kilo)

il

;.Aﬁﬂmumw

~ 1906 = = =z %7 =
1920 ¢ - 19 333 © 133° - - - i,
1921 - - - S R Y - - -
1925 = - S g - - 125 158 -
1929 ©1 33 52 © 560 222 - - - S
1930 - - - 222 . 133 125 - - 93
1931 13 22 . 1 . - - - - BE
1932 I T S 17 - o - i
_mwb - - - ~ 89 - - - - m M.&.
1935 s - - o= - .69 74 - Ba
1928 47 52 50 - - - - S
1839 g - - - - 100 - . 100 100
1940 - - - 100 - - - -
1941 10C 100 100 - 100" - - - 2
1942 - - - 433a - 1500b - 2533 A
} . 1333b m
1946 = - - - 625 737 06
1948 €25 593 1292 o U= 500 - - - 9 &
—wbw M - W ~ - WW Nwmmo - - L - _ %.m%&
- 4k g e 3060 B4
1956 S 5 SoLe6T 1375 | 1747 2824 B9
1958 w" ,mﬁ—uuu 1700 Hwﬁmﬂw - - w - - .m.m m
1967 - - - 5556 - - - - ¢33
1970 - 2015 2500 - - - - - ©°n>
- - 22222 - - - - a4’

1973




S

Lo Gepeop ReT VT ATLE
p R Y 4 [N SE BI ¢ E.
e O e TS XTI SETEL A e sol I
N TR S

The flrst factor -to.note-is ithe: dlvergenf ‘evlution of’ farm1ng and

eyt

llvestock prlces. Untll 1940, millet.: prlc ewrose more slowly except ﬁn

CETGM !f 3%
emergency perlods such as; 1930-1931, when the gap'widened con31derab1y.

RE: "‘.-.:\1 1t :'-‘5"‘.“
It w1dened agaln durlng the second crisisi‘that hit" Maurltanla ] economy,
i

that of 1942-194§ Cereal .Prices rose:twide of:three” ‘times as fast as”
,ffl e TR
11vestock prlces. Then, the balancefshifted ‘mofe. 1n favor of 11vestock
{Y)«f .’...

products. We get an even clearer picture -if we calculate'how many kllos
VO DN LT

“ ey
of mlllet were eqylvalent to the average price of sheep and cattle 1n the
gt ey . ;

i

Senegal Rlver Valley. e

Table 6: Equlvalent Livestock and.Cereal Prlces , '
: (Prices for'1 sheep and 1 head of cattle reduced to thelr
*+ equivalent value in kilog of millet)

RIS fS_hCQE:.' a S Cattle'

1930-1931 182 b ealan
1938 - L DeviroeE 36 o : o 500 . SEee sl e
1962 1 pgeni e ol gl it e 9
1949 . &3 \.,n‘y?tV§uav~2§b‘jF* .
1958;:”;5;:*;”1 ‘ R 45 . Slnoadt b 1-,_5:;,3"?3,5400 ey ‘*,:“’" pr e

RCRE A5 IRV BUSt

R R 345

Sourcet: Né%iﬁﬁalfﬁicﬁi;ee;:Series Q.

. Ly __q;{“
PRSI KR B

For*ﬁéfdgméﬁljgﬁe téﬁghe;tu;imes vere ;hezcr151s perjgds (]931,»&842) o
when they- hdd to’ sell thelr 11vesceck‘for a‘plttance merely to survive; .00l
In the years before the 1942-1946 crisis and, especially right after the
crisis, livestock prices rose more sharply. As a result of this situation,
the herdsmen's favorite traditional practice of using livestock as a form

of accumulation became extremely hazardous. 1In crisis periods, while cash

needs rose, livestock prices fall steeply.

I $1920: iz - e woyved2 kilog o L nred o 208 kllos ’




The relationship between prices of imported commodities like tea,
sugarggtextiles,\ethjand-prices,ofylocal¢produc:s such, as.cereal, 1i&e$toék
and gﬁmxwasrvery'COmplexJ .In:the case of gum, there was a very.clear. . .|
deterioration in.terms of trade.. In 1926, 1.5 kilos of .gum.could buy a, . .
2-kilo-sugarloaf or. 5 kilos of millet; im 1930, jus;ﬁlwkilgpgfngumuwasﬂ
equivalentrtOrthessame¢2fkilo-sugarloaf.ordB,kilosfof millet.; But in .,

1932;,ic=took'5~kilo§:oﬁvgum,to,purchase,thepsame 2-kilo sugarlgef,_wbileps

1 kiloi of gum only bcughpzz kilos oprillet.g.ln 19421uthe‘EQUiValen¢Xqu{J

was: down to 10 kilos of:gum for: a. 2-kilo sugarloaf .and 1;kilo of ,gum for Q:
1 Rilo of millet. Prices remained very low after the war: it took 3 .
kilos of gum to buy a 2-k110 sugarloaf and 1 kilo of gum to buy 2 kilos -

IR A O LU SRR
. . - ; c

of m111et in 1958. ‘ -

Three phases may be distinguished in tpe;celationship between millet
and livestock prices on one hand and prices of imported commodities on. ;-
the other: 1in the flrst phase, lasting until 1930, imported commodities
were relatively rare, and their prices were hlgh. After the 1930-1931'5?4
crisis, prices fell, comparatively speaking; this phase saw the expanslog;
of ma ket and cash reiatlonshlps in Maurxtanlan society. It was suddenlyf
interrupted byratlonxng and the black market. After the War, prices of a
1mported commodltles d1pped agaln. AsLbefece, we have expressed thls o

vrelatlonshlp in terms of the number of 2-k110 sugarloaves that selected

local products could purchase.
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1y - . it QL s et + NE £ IONEER IENIE BT ET st ‘f" R
Tabler 7. [ Price equivalenfb'df”CaﬁtIe and millet as related to v
sugarloaf prlces ‘ ' :

"sf v geow flaps byre L np i b e e mne P e B
] R T e ‘.
Year . . 100 ki lo of 1 sheep . sny mn b
e g 0? 1 s .;Inllnl"thf,,'}’j e S ey A AN S T 4 el +
LR QIS T ST RN 1 R . : L k I
1925 2,5 ° 20 wnt i
4 . . vy i y Lot M : i y R piet LAt
SRR : -
1932 ’ . . i l'?; ) e e «3,3 » Iy ¥ ,7.!,.‘ 3
i a vy ettt et e P e JWL L T pantaoan 17 e ' '
193 g8 . . 3,1 B4 et e
(£33 N IR e PRI S T B : " [N GRS A (') LTI O A LR R LA L LA

1942 . 0.6 o
1948 . L" iz s . 150, .

1958, . . . . 11.3 S es 60,

. A L O e 890 mi sentrran
IEER R LVID Sl K APEIPR L. LETR S s B TR SO A 7S KON, o ) S . e
Source: National Archlves, Serles Q v i med tran medesc 5o ik
' IR SRR CIRRIME IR PR S 0 A A SN S T A

B Lt e top , it :

The. deterloratlon of terms of trade 1s thus a relative'pbeqqmenog. e

13(,:(& " ;;‘“"v'.], ""v“ :" -‘ . N ’ B .

which .ocours malnly 1n.the course of local economlc cr1ses ﬂhiph;upsetmw. B
EEELTAST PO BEFY A et o

PR RPN

market cpnd1t1ons and. spark s1gn1f1cant.sOCielvcbangesaggverxmdﬁ;epw“ﬁ
R R H BN :x'.‘;' L RN i i ; oo miTATE T
these. economlc crxses are llnked w1th perlods of drought. .This¢does nog,....

1 .
el it
HR

R I R I g

'(they 31mp1y oo

.
r’ P
[ R AN

mean that droughts are the root causes of these crjs
}4.!

aggravate contradxctlons in th pxoduct;opjsystem_apd#ege erbate tenSJQns

Wk A Soootuw Ao

PO
4 RIS A
H
Lo

on the marketi The f1rst general crlsls to h1t all Maurltanla,rthgtpof

1930~1931, . was nevertheless Just a ram1f1cat19n of the'WOrIQOdeggegaioﬁﬁj;ﬁd'-

i * Chy

of 1929.~ In the perlod before the crlsls, Maurltania expetieneeqﬁaﬂﬁigstgug;j

v i
. Tyt ;
,——f/; it

phase of the development of market relat10nsh1ps under coqdltlons

TR D s
RS VRN

comparatlvely favorable to producers. ~ﬁowevex;_,wl,)gppWt‘;,lvpn.qesy,pﬁiproduc;:,t_;,s.,aw,
oI BT R S T R L L e L R T A P b C

from abroad remalned hlgh and the amount of cash xu qﬁrculatyon was

-

S
€ ) MR ‘(.z el PR & PR
! .

low. The depression halted bu31ness and brought about a drastlc onp 1n<e ‘
prices: A camel which was-worthuSOOﬂl 500 F seven orceeghmlyeabb ag&”‘”"" \E

is now worth only 200 to 300 Fj.,.a cow used ‘to feteh 400uto ‘800" Fy* bt to708 \z

LT S PR LU "-""4"\‘5
.y s by IR R AL T T4
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today it's worth only 125 to 150 F =/, Business transactions quickly ground

to a stop: producers were no longer selling, and cash was scarce. For

P v, PN
4 ' HRR AR

its part, the colonial government exerted con51derab1e pressure to get

the tax re1nstated~{;"A1most all. -money earned from transport and the

. ’,)li.

supply of transport: anlmals to the GN, as well as from the prov191on

of palm wood to the admlnlstratrve post is swalled up by taxation. The

chiefs are quite upset by this state of affairs®. 8/ M‘o_reover9 up in the

North, this situétion sparked a final wave of resistence marked by the |
departnre end death of the Emir Sidi Ahmed. Down Souﬁh;»looust*invasions
did not make natters any easier. In 1931, for instanceg there was =
famine in Guidinakha. In fact, this cr1s1s, durlng whlch trade stopped
and cash ‘disappeared - was proof. that the market was st111 not well deve-
1oped. When ‘trade resumed, with the relatrve drop in prlces of 1mported‘

commodities;  the government '8 ‘cogrcive measyres spurred a strong develop-

ment in sales in the ensulng years.

The 1942~1946 erisis.also produced a dlfferent set of effects.4.itv -

was set in notion by wartlme restrlctlons, namely ratlonlng and the

b

dlstrlbutlon of goods accordlng ito 2 quota system, together w1th the

severefdroﬁght-of“194l and 1942. ; .Government pollcy, in the form of large

I

scaléd’ requisitions -and the.. authorltarxan pegglng of prlces at a low level,

worsened the situation and:encouragad the growth of a black market

[ ﬁ:, e R . o

compounded by wild: speculation.., And,thls tlme, the relatlvely steep drop :

7/ Report of the Beyrles Mlss10n, 1935 Natlonal Archlves, Maurltanla. S

8/ Repoxt from Atar, Aprll—May, 1932. oN = Grands Nomades, meanlng c e

ST

1ong“dlstance nomads. ' Lo e SR

, /
,444___________________________________;::1----II-llllllilllllllllllllllllllllll#ll
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in prices of local products, far from caus1ng a halt in trade, only forced

BE

producers, especlally herdsmen, into se111ng at a 1oss. Thanks £ il

i N .
speculation and the black market, the tradlng companles and local merchanEs

TSN BN
built up large proflts, wh11e the mass of producers sank 1nto poverty.

Here agaln, economxc 31tuat10n rn‘Maurttanla
produced by the Econom;cyer}a1rs Head Offlce, makes apt readlng.

"In those reg1onsjwhere anxmal husbandry and gum-collectlon are the L
pr1nc1pa1 means of iivedrhoods-rn other words, almost everywhere 1n
nomadic terrdtorp;ﬁthere.was an 1ncreasxng 1mba1ance between prlcesiof
1mported commodltles:;hd foodstuffs from the South on the one hand and

i, ' S
RESTH o A )
3 A o .r,x o

prices of 11veatock and gum on the other. ST it ey SN,

ITRRIC LYY ’\Hu EATELY ) .
"The gulnea c01n was worth 65 to 70 F in 1938 now its off1c1a1 value 1s‘”
3 e

125 F, but on the black market, it goes forlbetWeen 1,500 and 2 000 F. bfjﬁm?

..;" - Ay ,1

The pr1ce of unprocessed cotton has risen from 3 F to 25 F & kllo;”aﬁdf i

TR

that of mlllet from 0. 60 F to 2. 50 F R ’;”prﬁalﬁf TR feare: it

ST T YT

AT S ¢ .

"By contrast, sheep, whlch used to be worth 30 to 35 ¥ was how' worth se

50 to 70 F whlle gum had crawled up from 3 to 4 5 F per kilo to' betwaen T

e <o ST

5 and 7 F per kllco o : . T - RO AU oGy ”(.

[
In 1938, a Moor could sell two sheep yearly and clothe his wife ofi’ the
proceeds; now, to achieve comparable results, the”saﬁeeﬁéor“w8u1d<haVe‘
to sell some thll’ty sheep." T LS : O ,,"

In our second chapter, we shall come back to the social changes

resulting from the crisis. These changes Prevented a return to the ltatus SORE

tuo ante bellun even 1f from 1948 on producers were in a more favorable AN

Cahif 1z ived

position on the market because pr1ces had risen to some extent.
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The last general cr1s1s te. hlt Mauritania began with the drought

. Lua
RS IARE

of the latt 1960 s and grew 1nto the food crisis of 1972-1973 "Thls
crisis had to do w1th 1mportant changes in market mechanlsms° 1t was L

both a result of these changes, ~and g, spur to them!

1.2.4. The 1973 Food Crlsls and the . Transformation of Mafket Mechan1sms

R

We are not g01np to recapltulate,a,eomplete ana&y31s of the PR

Tl Lo IR

.....

effects of the drought of the late 1960f§, with its spec1a1 accompanlnent,_. e

the food crisis whose nadlr came 1n 1973, .In any ase this has already
been done elsewhere. Obv1ously, the two phenomena were 11nked but the

food crisis: was also the result of a, yorsening: shortfall in cereal

production. The drought merely pushed the seriousness of thls shortfall S

into the clear 11ght of day._ In nQrmal -years, total cereaI product1on

hovered around 100 m11110n tonnes, an.amount: barely’ suff1c1ent to meet

demand. Now throughout the 1970's, this. total neveét’ rose abcve 507 (&

o

-of the normal flgure, sometimes, ‘it even fell below 33% of 1t, as 1nJ

1972-1973, 1976-1977 and 1977-197& . Such being the cxr&&mstances,pb}

GNEERS

the cereal market became essent1a11y an 1mport market. In the early
R .

1960's, rice 1mports had averaged 6, 300 tonnes per year. Now, they

suddenly soared. . R e
AT PR S B LR - ) s e Gy ERe R

Table 8: Mauritania's Rice Imports ... ¥i7u’ © :

Year - - Quantity in 1,000's of tonmes
1968 o1zl

1969 A R e
1971 S, T I T | i
1971 T e
1972 TS 30.1 .

N
Wt

i

- (continued next page) -~
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P IR




Table 8 (Conthued) B T o IR Eee R 2l L LR BRI IR I Ik LA

Year, , et aivean g oRuantity dn 1,000's:0f tomngs ftYih
1973 EEIOI G WL 5 B SR | 22 _ L '
1974 R T RN O T AR N 31.3 .

1975 N S AT SV RO P PR PP 27 |

Source: Commercialisation, politique des: ‘prix et stockage de céréales =~
au ‘Sahel, CILSS 1977 and Stat1st1ca1 Bulletlns._:

WO P
O N R R

On the average, then, 332 of cereal needs durlng th;s perlod were,

"'..-f( Pt

met from rice 1mports,’ to th1s must be added 1mports of con31derable irieg

quantities of other cereals. ' »
Ll e dean muo PAITAVIN .’ o v )
Howevér;’the effects of the food crisis, 1nc1ud1ng famlne and a
T l'!\!

shortage of cash income, caused the market 1n cereal staples to develqp

f-\; L‘

in a very pecullar fashlon. From the establlshment of SONIMEX,‘the [y
BT ) H DEVUTE B A CF e S IR e o
Mauritanian State export—1mport corporatlon, that corporatlon had exer—
iy it cif g
cised & monopoly over the maxn 1mport commod1t1es, 1nc1ud1ng rlce, tea, . ... .o

and sugar. The corporatlon has a network of branches whlch 1n the

pr1nc1pa1 centers sell dlrectly to the consumer. But 1n the maln, ‘they .

functlon as’ suppllers to wholesale traders. So though 1n theoryh there

are price control mechanlsms f1x1ng proflt marglns, 1n RF33£1¢?,the:~;r R TLIN
presdt oanT b TR

market is for the most part a free market. As,for the millet and sorghum -
Sap a8t anc sorg :

SRy

gyt o 1),. oo
TN H g

The 31tuatlon was further modlfled by the serlousness of the cr141s S

and the arrival of cereal supplied by international aid agencies.w_w,ww.amm

The promulgatlon of the Law of January 11973, eoupled w1th the impldmen- 7%

tation of emergency measures to meet -an-immediate needrnthe feedlng af*

s i

destitute populations streamlng 1nto the urban centers~—were tantamount




g
to a state program of massive food subventions. And this turned market

conditions upside down. The CILSS report on Mauritania's ceréal market 8
notes that- thas-pelrey, comlng on top of the SONIMEX and the chronic
shortages in staples like tea and sugar, produced several results:

wholesale traders boycotted the cereal trade and reverted to a barter

system, - Thlsrfacrlltated proflteerlng hy the traders in. tlmesih

shortages. The same report spotllghts thls paradox. the State s cereal

:~4" ‘

policy had turned off producers from brlnglng cereals to the market

because of low prlces paid producers, and subventlons maklng 1mported ,

products comparatlvely cheaper. ‘ A
N o R

-

The formatlon of the Maurltanlan Cereal 0ff1ce 1n August 1975 was ...,
P L Doud e 2T

de31gned 1nter a11a to 1mprove the cercal staple supply 31tuat10n by

Y-V V‘i i‘ ST Ao j;“,"if:’.;i:' S

building up reserves, and also to stablllze prlces. In practlce, however,‘ﬁgw

TLQeTa T e EEEARATAt £

N
PAD A

1mba1ances between the rice market on the one hand and the mlllet and

- 32 -
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sorghum market on the other perslsted These 1mba1ances peaked 1n 1977

s i

ivhen the selllng prlce of mlllet and sorghum rose to 250% the pr;ce of

rice sold by SONIMEX. So the rlse in mlllet and sorghum prlces pald the

i Cestapide

producer dec1ded by the Maurltanlan Cereal Offlce d1d not 1mmed1ate1y

B { . L» s I ER S

work to the producer s benef1t. Instead 1t speeded up a consumer sw1tch

i,

to 1mported rice and boosted prof1teer1ng, w1th border smugglers d01ng

a partlcularly brlsk bus1ness.

T AT B R N L O P !
wim Py o o n Ll ; coat

9/ cI1Lss, Club du Sahel Commerclallsatlon;:pollthue des pr1x et stockage

des céréales: au Sahel; —Etude-diagnostique, Tome II Etudes plr pays,

Center for Research on Economlc Development, Unlvers1ty of Michigany 1977z

aai




The way the livestock:market developed was very differenf;,‘fﬁe'

‘drought;eegsedaPeavyﬂcattlef1ossesu~ But the eereei &efioitiﬁes'even B
more disastrous. There was a likelihood of herdsmen strapped'for cash
selllng large quantltles of livestock ‘to ‘raise’ money for their other

s BETESS N

subslstence needs, -To protect Mauritania's livestock from thls posszbi¥

lity livestock exports were first forbiddéh”éltﬁgether;”fﬁerriarer:1 L
alloqeqbbgg only uoder;rigorous~control.'5(3ﬁéakihgbof'riéoroﬁsmeonrrois;v
we have tc remember that in this country where herdsmen regularly cross‘.ﬁ?
front1er§ on anuual transhumance treks; the" 1dea 'of rigorOUB controls

of this klnd has necessarxly to be:- undersbood in a relatlve, not an B
abgelute sense) . Two. magor conseéquerices ‘resulted from thls 81tuat10n.T
~ On the one ‘hand,. 11vestock prices rose very sharply, 1ncreasrng

400% on tﬁeigvgraggﬁ1n~JU&tL&rfeW'yeérs. iCattle losses in the drought |
had been particularly heavy; dnd the risd'in cateia” prlces ‘was corres—
pondingly’ stee ._1; S et e | .

~ On the other hand llvestock movaments were' redlrected toward Maurl-”
tania's own ;nterlor. Whoever had: money to spare bought up 11vestock

on a large scale, with traders. leadlng ‘the pack. As a reault, wagev' -
relationships developed in the animal: husbandry 1ndustry. Herdsmen,qv.i" R
if they di not go the. whole hog and migrate to the urban‘areas, iéﬁdéd .

A

1ncreas1ngly tq,get reduced torthe status of metre sﬂepherds, not owners '

AR

of the stocksﬁrhey 1ooked¢after;‘,:r o gEs e s WD R
In aggprdancefwith_the analytical“pfineipTe‘ﬁé’HAVE‘ﬁsed'ébove,
we have put gggether~comﬁarariveabrite?evdlutioﬂ“ﬁe%é-sineel1970ffo E

. _’1)_‘ Lo ., !A'.“”‘ .\ SR

Table 9. N T R I gl el LAs
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The flgures show clearly that prlce evolutlon mechanlsms operatlve

- I anlsinh o

in the prev1ous crises had not worked out 1dent1ca11y. For thls, there b

RN (RS R

were three reasons:

- First, there were the changes in the cereal market, already dlscussed
In sum, th1s cereal market changed from a market handllng a local produc—
Se I i L TREIEGL

tion surplus to an 1mport cereal market.

- Secondly, there was Maurltanlan state 1ntervent1on 1n sales and pr1c1ng
o : L Peoyoh bread
R
of essential commodltles such as rlce, tea, sugar and gulnea fabrlc..
‘ T e e
This 1ntervent10n began w1th the establlshment of SONIMEX in 1966 Other

LN

corporations were founded at various tlmes, but they turned out to have
e ..

less staylng power' " the Natlonal Transport Offlce, was set up at the

same time as SONIMEX o the Maurltanlan Cereal Offlce was founded 1n 1975. ‘

But the centerplece of the pollcy of state 1ntervent10n has always been .
SONIMEX, SONIMEX reached a new stage in 1ts growth durlng the drought

. b SIS D RS RN

and the food crisis. The main reason was thls. even though 1ts causes

were at bottom the same as the causes of prev1ous crlses, 1 €., the

FEPI R W
R RS LI

expan31on of market relatlonshlps and the exten81on of the cash nexus in

a situation where producers are doubly dependent on the market, the
effects produced by the recent crlsls were qu1te dlfferent. Market
mechanisms operated'to brlng about a 1arge scaleuexproprlatlon of producers,
involving 11vestock losses and a decllne in farmlng. They elso brought “‘: ‘
about mlgratlons‘en Eﬁiﬁé and speeded up the rural exodus.’ The self— o

perpetuation of rural soc1ety was at stake, and state 1ntervent10n 1n the

market was necessary 1f a maJor soclal and polltlcal crisis was to be

avoided. Henceforth, beyond the self perpetuatlon of soc1a1 structures,

| |
, :j................-...........i.|||||||||||||||||||||J|i
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- TABLE 9 = PRICE

p: K

- wmcmNnHowh

CHANGES,"1970 ~ 1980 (Units: UM) &

. .
b i

“Green Tea Guinea Coin Camels

8147 (Tiji

mw-mwmmu M

a - -
o P v
b e = Y

i1let:

Year::

41 100
59 144

87 212
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it was human surv1va1 1tse1f whlch was on the 11ne. To ensure this

P

surv1val, it was 1mperat1ve ‘to hold prices down to an affordable 1eve1 e

That was what- happened in the case of cereal" it meant a partial

substltutlon of rlce for trad1t10na1 cereals. Moreover, a series of

problems added to the dlfflcultles 1nv01ved in cereal production on the -
local level gpart from the fact that local cereals were more expen31ve :s 3
Ehan 1mported qereals. The market for other essential imports was more - -
mercurral . There was.an initial upward spurt, but after that rates

were kept w1th1n acceptable limits by the policy of state 1ntervent10n.

A warnlng is 1n ordtr here. the prices here stated are wholesale. SONIMEX

prlces.i We shall see’ that between SONIMEX and the eventn al consumer, °
there is scope for speculat1on, ev1denced by s1zeab1e varlatlons which

are however hard to measure.

- Thlrdly, llvestock prlce Ancreases resulted from other effects of the

crisis: changes in soc1a1 re latlonshlps at the production level. 1In
effect, such _prlce 1ncreases came with ‘the soeial transfer of livestock

and the development of wage labor in that sector of: the anxmal husbandry

industry prevl'udly most thoroughly penetrated by market and cash relation-

ships. Interestxnglyienough, at the same time that3the value of pasto-
ralist labor en& 1ts products was - -being reasserted the benefits were no
longer going prlmarlly to the producers, but prec1se1y to the traders.

c

We shall come back to: thlS p01nt later.




1.3, The Evolutlon of Commerclal and F1nanc1al C1rcu1ts

.
a'..A N ri : v A

The creatlon and development of the Maur1tan1an market and ‘the

R EaL . Ee e

general spread of market and cash relatlonshlps went aloug w1th the

‘)w'_»,t e

steady transfornat1on of conmerc1a1 and f1nanc1a1 c1rcu1ts. ,We now

_,,.,,v,_v

RS
present an outllne sketch of thls process.

Y b v Siragine ST

Qo
1.3. l ‘ The Colon1a1 Perlod

S I SO !':f : ’=

Two features of commercaal organlzatlon in the colon1a1 perlod

g I

3

are partlcularly noteworthy, flrst European and other forelgn compan1es

Vo i "rf i,

played an 1mportant role 1n Maurltanla ] trade, though thls role was
T A R Sy S : NI S

11m1ted as compared to the1r role in other French West Afrlcan colonles,

e S
i N SRR R S

secondly, nat10na1 traders took an 1ncreas1ngly 1mportant place in th1s
N A ,

commerce._ Apart from a few 1ll-fated attempts to open tradlng posts

RS B * ;;r RSN

in the h1nterland the colon1a1 tradlng companles stayed 1n the Senegal '

Pptay H ,‘,,

Valley, where they carrled on busxness from headquarters 1n Saxnt Louls

c@ sl B E ,5.'." T r . Ci ot

and Xayes, The only deve10pment was some modlflcatlon of the old rlver
el

R4t _l . e

ports. For example, Kaed1 and Bakel dECIlnLd somewhat wh11e Podor and

\'-. i -
& H i AT

espec1ally Rosso grew 1n 1mportance. More and more, Rosso became the
R A BN S SR el ; Y

great entrepot for 1mported commodltles.

PRS- e

There were two except1ons in th1s general p1cture' 1n Nouadh1bou

and Atar, the tradlng companles had been establlshed from a long way

3

back, and they were there to stay. In Nouadh1bou, the SIGP and ENTRA
flsherles and the Chauvel company d1d a great deal of bu81ness. Merchandlse

[ S e

wasg shlpped across the Ba1e du Levrler 1n boats, unloaded on the coast,

TN v v By ,,14‘ EREN

and sent by caravan to Atar., Because Atar was llnked w1th both Nouadhlbou
B s R A T I Sl

and Rosso, whlch 1tself was served in the early 1930 s by a regular
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Lacombe Company transport system~p1yxng the so-galled ‘Imperial nghway,\i_;

it grew in 1mportance as a tradlng centtr. ' Arid 'thé présence of vincreasing

numbers of Europeans expanded the market even furthers — - . v e

Another characterlstlc of the ‘cdlonial ‘trading’ companles»was that: .
among them, archaic trading practices died hard. 'Thevpenchant'for‘ohsolete
tricks was accentuated by the fact that these colonlal companles ex1sted h
SLde‘by 51de w1th Moorlsh Senegalese and "Saint‘Louisian- traders9 who
also kept such old methods alive. ‘This was espec1ally true ‘of the gum
trade. In thls trade, the ?um was collected when hot desert winds caused

gum trees (Acac1a Varek) ‘to exudé their sap.’ The'gattering season might::

last a number of weeks, after ‘whic¢h caravansg would converge on the..
tradlng posts.’ What happened at that’ stage is best descrlbed in the. .
Plcturesque 1922 Economlc Report for Trarza: o

a The methods used by these trading’ companles are well knpwv,..gf-s
_ fhe Moor arrives. at the river port. “Before he’ ‘leaves the_uu.tl
o {Rlver, he is 'fastened of by a fast-talking hustler9 usually .;}
fteu.the'buiad Beniouk tribe, but' someétimes also from the:
Zeﬁbottior Oulad Khalifa tribes.” The gilver—-tongued hustler

promlses the Moor a hlgher prlce "for his gum than the going

mafket price.' He then'guides him to 'a port trading post where .

| the gum gets welghed thore or less homestly, while the Moor .. .
takes goods equlvalent to the valué he thinks he.is: going. to,get.

But once the gum is welghed and stashedraway; the: Bedoumn is ..,
l“’,:ﬁ:’f‘i’;_}:_‘ ] N , .

1nformed that the only price hecan get for:ihis. gum ig-in faethf
o T . _

A s dey
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going price'on the market. So he leaves the shop ow1ng money,
“and’ is therefore obl1ged to dellver h1s next year 8 gum

'icollect1qn to the same trader .

In Sther’ instances, the trader or h1s agent goes d1rect1y to the

Moorish’ enéampments to bartér millet and other goods for gum.‘ (In 1924

L% IR

2 kilos of ‘millét were worth 1 kilo of gum)

These méthods based on barter and 1ndebtedness, and sometlmes,

. N St
‘)é':’l 3. - S

bordering'on riproffs w1th false welghts and measures belng used

profitiderinyg, hoardidg and’ refusal to sell had a long l1fe. So 1n u31ng

these- samé methods Maurltanla s merchants were not startlng anythlng

new: such”weré the’ tap oots of Maurltanlan trade.
From the 1930's’ onward Moorish trade evolved in remarkable ways.

..... . ,J)ul';,d

At the turh of the century, the bulk of domestlck trade was 1n the hands

fnih
Cvaiond

of the Tekna ‘and thé Oulad Busba trlbes. These "Moroccan" traders

- . r'm:
_.'}’. ! PR

controlled the 1mportant trade c1rcu1ts orlglnatlng in Morocco9 and they »
had quickly sét tp hranches in Salnt Luuls, 1n the Senegal Valley, and

e '{ £ 5! ‘(‘ BESEEYS JWE RN S DL !
even in Senegal itself, These traders controlled part of the dlstrxbu—

coay owps d ok ‘,él.i,’-i"v"

tion network, évén though in the Senegal Valley tradlng posts, where
T il
caravans went” ‘evéry year ‘to get supplles of mlllet, there ‘were also ‘
FREN SIS S f. o
direct exchanges. However, this - dlstrlbutlon system remalned malnly

phodnotan

an entrepot business. Commodities brought in by the caravans were stored
g anvrivgt
and customers, mostly nomadlc herdsmen, came from t1me to time to get

. R SRR TN
- VS TORNC S S5 N Tt RS

their supplies. * Credlt and barter were very common.




The :4929-1931 depression had severe repercussions on this type of

trade, with -stocks being devalued and trade coming to a halt. ‘In the

wake of the 1942-1946 crisis, many of the traders still.involVedfweﬁt
bankrupt.:. Thé trdde was unable to adjust to -the speculative ‘conditions

of the bldck ‘market:and the new:trade demands. Mainy producers vere -

ruined, and lost credits contracted for. This was’when 4 new type of |

trade developed: - the shopkeeper's trade, to GSeEDubié'sfapt‘expression’lg

This new trade responded to6 urban growth, -especislly ‘to new ¢dsh démands, .

~ 40 -

It involved :the purchase of goods as ‘soon as ‘cash’came in, instant credit’ - =

in sum, the increasing hold of the cash nexus on ‘codsutiption 'patterns:

1

The system began modestly;'butfgféﬁ*séﬁrémaﬁkablyfiést*%hat’as i
from the-1942—1946PbrisisgﬁitlabsorbedWﬁrade5traﬁ%ééﬁiﬁns‘ééitdtallylasf
to pushk out the corénialwtrading'comﬁaﬁfedé “After Indépendence, these
cclonial companies found their scope extremely reduced, except in a few '

specialized product lines such as the motor and hardware businesses.

What lay:behind 'this success 'of the ‘national ‘traders 7 = = S A A

To start withly let ‘us néte that thig commereial organization = ° -

developed ‘on'¥ basis of ‘dénsiderdblé mercantileand monetdry accumila®ion,

Mainly, thisiaccumulatiori occurred in twd sectors: first, it occcurred * |-

in the liﬁestOCkWtfade;-a¢9ectofﬂoffering”considérable'seope to ‘indivi-
dual Mimritiatives: Tt was relatively easy to collect a small Herd,

buying the animals on.credit, to take them*to: Senegal, sell ‘them there

SR Vo e T T T b TR R

10/ Dubié, La vie matérielle des Maures, IFAN Thesis, Dakar, 1939.
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and use the proceeds: to buy t¥ade goods. In short order, these 11vbstock
traders got organized so they- could’ nake several trlps yearly w1th the
help .of hired herdsmen; ' they thus’ expanded thelr buslness volume and

establlshed stable trade-ciréuits between Senegal and Maurltanla. At

PR
R7Era

first, the nucleus:of these circuits was the Louga market' later,

Dakar itself became;the tiucleus: (seé the Mlgratlon report) Secondly,
Y
this accunulationi developed ih' the' transportatlon bu31ness. Here too,

the area of most intensive accumulation was in the haulage of peanuts 1n‘
- ' Senegal. before thégrovth 6f ‘Machinized" transport a short wh11e after
| World War II... The'ﬂondpoly ovér the camel-ra181ng bu51ness enabled

the Moors to ‘make huge profits,- sometlmes ‘as hlgh as 337 of the peanut

harvest.;  In the heyday: of ‘the’ buslness thousands, perhaps even dozeus

,:. .
i

trgnsport .in-Senegal. ‘When - came 1 érafflc became obsolete, the Moors

naturally,. switched: to. other: kinds of ﬂransport, soonventerlng the
N E T e

automobile transport business coheré" they very quxckly locked horns
' ryoot o s
with thepLaeombe:CompanyhmonOpolyiV'““* G oW

T fur

The -Second World Wariadded a “third sector of accumuiat:.ono profxtee~!
ring on the quata digtribution system’ 1mposed on 1mpo;teo commodltles, "
couoled;wtth the black market. ‘This Was ‘the time when some‘of ihé\ l

o e Loty U
great fortunes destined to': ‘grow if'‘the- post-war perlod got thelr start.'

A further feature of this - ‘Commetrcial organlzatlon is the fact that h

e
At Lol

for the. most. .parg; it grows ona- tr1ba1 ba81s., K1nsh1p and trlbal

relationships are used to guarantee credit and ensure funding. . .. »

-~

I of thousands of - ~camelg;: cmnn‘lg mostiy from Trarza, were 1nvolved 1n




And they make it possiblé to organlze ‘a very close—knlt network of
retail distribution points; & successful trader lends a relatlve the |
goods -to make .up -a. modest starting’ iriventory. The latter repays the

former. as .the goods get sold. The old bonds also create a verji effec-

tive network of intérests: in’just a few decades a small number of
tribes’ have achieveda monopoly of “the distribution system: the
Idawali of Tijikja, the Smassid of ‘Adrar, the Zawaya tribes of South

Tratza; etc,

Thefact ‘Chat sidrket and cash accumulatlon takes place w1th1n

i
i
1
1
i
1
this tribdl context masks ancther Fact: “ehat the tradmg system is l
highly centralized and “tightly Kierd¥chized. Th1s is a constant factor . I
in the development -of markef’ ‘Feldticnships in Maurltama: trad1t10nal
social bondsy tribal’ adherence’ ‘and’ factlonallsm create ‘a ve11 m;é} vthe‘-‘ '
reality of ‘economic and ‘social differentiation. “The prlce pa‘ld for thls
mystification is the- resustitation of 'the old bonds by ‘means of an I
extensive-redistribution of property and cash. Within tribes specia‘—A I
lizing in trade, a few big traders qu1cklyga1ntotalcontrol of the
wholesdle trade and the commodity t'ranspdrt busmess Usmg trlbal - l
bonds, -they organize distribution networks wh1ch they keep under tlght
control either through supplying the 1n1t1al capltal or because they I
cut shopkeepers:in on the profits while' the oneratmg capltal remams‘

exclusively theirs.’ Against this background, trlballsm agpears to be A

as much as’tool.of individual success' as the obJectlve of such success.

P IEETREEE S & RS R ENTLL T
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’YﬂﬁnbtherfMauritaniaﬁ ethnic group which”specialized;veryuearly“imqlgg o
trade was' thé Sorinkd sgroup. . In thercolonialiperiod;’6oﬁinkeutraﬁingwwﬂﬁ¢n

practices Kept alive -the commercial - entreprises ‘of:the 19th’ century.fw SRR

Sl

While Moorish traders creatdd -a.close=knit: ‘wad:of collective lnéesrescw RETER
which served to ;support. 1nd1v1du§l 1n1t1at1ve, Sonlnke commerce aeemed
largely to belong in the Fealm of lndrv1dualrst adventure. Usually,i st

@ Person gof. together a bit of capital either by %%1¥¥P8:¥1Y%%t°93ﬁ9?

by do%ngnggg% l%hor, ﬁirst.on g,seasonal,hasis, then as a long~range

migrant. Thls caprtal was then 1nvested 1n salt, gulnea fabrlc or e

locally manyfactyred slth@WEﬁsme?eg§°9¥n%%gm%rchﬁgFsthegﬁgoekgﬁa v

faraway markets‘to”sell Almlng at speculatlve profzts, he qurte patu-

WTIF0 PEET E0 HES 0 IR S LA TR S

rally took advantage of such weaknesses of the colonlal trade system as

vimnesny go slpare o1 B ores g L dEdFrush OO R R
the customs barrlers to do hls profiteering bu31ness This klnd of
SR haliggr ey oottt Bgn e s R R 1 SOeTT inindion ud. REVI Ta T AR f
business took Sonlnke merchants as far afleld as Congo-K1nshasa, where
ST desdu e ar SERGICL S o, PRERTC mLW NG ik [eienian
they traded 1n dlamonds (see the report on Mlgratlons) Ind1v1dual
Ll SuoRun e pnd R o B> TR & A carlte

successes led to larger populatlon shlfts such as those that produced

o3 i I SRR y TSI
the Sonlnke colonles 1n Congo—Klnshasa, the Ivory Coast, etc. But
Gooevn i ST AL gwan o drnkg “J!“;
Sonlnke commerce never resulted in large scale migrations comparable
SED BRI e N U S ST MGGy [ f 2 iae s ry i W34
to those produced by the Moorlsh commerc1al system.

NS TR CUUartinusl e svtbes agoovs add DR e ronehor on
1.3.2, The Trans1t10n Toward a Natlonal Trade System
B I B S VI P Tk PRy oy FResc0t e geoti Vol
The essentlal feature of commerc1a1 organ1zat10n, 1n the colonlal
GO L 2 A Lood hegsela o nnsdess 0 - Sl gt
era was the duallty between colonlal tradlng companxes and the nat10na1
Eobw U vy s ae sd o9 wew 0 Loty HEREIAc) % RS el

sector. Colonial trad1ng companles fe11 1ncreas1ng1y under the control

cUmgan ey

of French finance capital, with more than 50% of their capital controlled
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by commerc1a1 banks after World War II, and it was these companles which

¢ Is sy Cod

omlnated the market durlng a whole epoch. They monopollzed both the e

CF miT e e

trade in 1mported merchandlze and that in export produce. In short,’r"

. ’..,{., i .?‘

. e Ty
they occupled the commandlng helghts of the tradlng economy.

D

In; splte of thls, rlght from the beglnnlng s1zeab1e sectors of

LT TN

the tradlngchuSLness proved:to be c0mp1ete1y out31de the1r graep. Thls

.'f!.

Jxv

was of courge the 31tuatlon in the 11vestock trade and the caravan
B T SR T gy 6
transport busxness, the pr1nc1pa1 bases of accumulat1on 1n the natlonal
! Tk . .\f"..i, 1.;
mercantile sector.:,It was also partly the 91tuat1on 1n the cereal
RIS SO e RS S0 '

trade, of whlch the tradlng companles controlled only a small portlons,

cdigosl

and over. whlch they found 1t hard to exert thelr 1nf1uence.
; e I S N ST SRS At S |

SoonﬁenoughghMauritanian-tradersltried;tgghreakﬁthe economigﬁ e fae
hegemony ofutheiﬁoionialltradingicompaniesrfand“they:succeeded,e@s%}y??y) R
Colonial: doanahmén was  simultaneously economic, and,political.. 1h§1 Q)ﬁqég”ﬁ

political whole the' merchants played thus . peeds to.be undexstood as @& .. . ..

functioﬁkoﬁﬁtheir.apécificaeconomic interee;suﬂlHewghellycomekbaeggqgﬁha;cp;;
this point in PartrIL.; ;The point at«iﬁsqe,now;ieﬁconeteqt.factorvig;;

Mauritania's political development. from the time when it .first took _:_»fr',,,;,
on modern forms‘until the evantﬁrleadingvto,Mﬂuniﬁanigﬁﬁﬁgithdgﬁﬂﬁlv_eﬁ¢; A

from the Franc Zone andgthefpetiohalizaﬁigngof,MIFEﬁMA;i“ 1973, .- .

(The Represeéntative Horma Ul Babana, elected to:office in 1946, vas a ..
nember of .the Idawali tribe which was to be.actively involved im .., ... ...
subseciuéﬂt“events). ST S R N TSNS I S - d BEDEEN SR R Py

L LOWINGD AT gt Wit . RS TS S S by S T U B R SR RO F Vg et A
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On the economxc IeveI; ‘the decllnlng role of the colonial tradrng
companies results from two-factors._’_" |

F1rst, the trade sector under thelr control itself decllned
drastlcally. The gum trades:for 1nstance, was only of marglnal interest
after the war. And the progresseve disappearance of cereal surpluses
spurred_the colonlalwtrad;ngwcompahies w1thdrawa1 from that sector
(see Section 1.2;27). |

In the import.commodity'trade there was competltlon from Moorrsh
traders who had gained a f1rm foothold in Senegal Thelr closely knit ;
network of small shops provided e much more efficient'distribution System
than the company stores. In fact, the commercial function of these colo~
nial company stores was more akin to the entrepot business formerly
engaged in by the Moors. The major Moorish merchants could go directly
to Senegal 8 1mport companles and 8et thexr manufactured import commo-
dity supplles from there.u When, w1th Independence, MIFERMA was founded
1ead1ng to the development of the port of Nouadhlbou and the. growth.:

of a consumer: market 1n the North Moorlsh traders already had sufficient"

eyl Vi

capac1ty £q . take control of a large part of the new market., It must be

take control over such a thoroughi&ifragmentary market, yhggh;gpuld SERL A TaR
necessitate . thelr ty1ng up’ large numbers of personnel and huge. outlays: -
of capital in. transport and d1str1but10n costs, 31nce the fact that- -they.

were controlled\by commerc1a1 banks meant they were lookrng for, ways:of -

N EMLE e
z)‘l

By e
By
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raising profltS¢»»So they ahandoned the Maurltan1an max Jeg*bggguge”itg O T
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was con31dered dlfflcult to Operate profltably there us1ng modern methods.

1(:r

The tradlng system set up by Moorish traders had proved much more eff1c1ent.
The colon1a1 tradlng houses progre531ve1y abandoned'certa1n trade sectors,
espec1ally the subslstence commodltles sector.

Because MaurltanlaAalready;had:;ts own localjcash and marktt accumu-

lation system, Syrlan and Lebanese merchants; who spread throughout
Africa after World War II moved in to take up the slack left by the
colonial companles only to a 1im1ted extent. They d1d not really
establlsh a foothold anywhere outs1de the urhan areas. Moreover9 they

spec1a112ed mostly in products consumed by the wealthlest people, namely
Pl NI : ;
Europeans, bureaucrats and such

e Sd
RIS v{"“. LA T 3]

In the flnal ana1y81s, when Independence came Maurltanla s nat10na1

\ - Sl
N T C T
..... ¢ e b

traders controlled a 1arge part of the commerc1al sector. In the years .

T T3 T
ey l” N .

to come, thls part would increase. But a huge obstacle st111 blocked
g G B RIS PO B
the development of "natlonal" busxness. this obstacle was the f1nanc1a1
L dwen e e . .
and banklng system. Because Maurltanla was 1ntegrated 1nto the Franc
- -1‘ §v:'

zone, and because the French banklng system enjoyed a zonal monopoly :

(speC1f1cally worklng through the Internatlonal Bank for West Afrlca,

BIAO), Moorlsh bus1nessmen were practlcally excluded from modern flnan-

cial and banklng c1rcu1ts, except for a handful of bug merchants operat—
ing both in Senegal and Maurltanla. Now access to modern f1nanc1a1

and banklng facllltles was 1nd1spensab1e 1f these bus1nessmen vere to

i funT

enlarge the scale of thelr operatlons. (The reasons behlnd thls exc1u31on

o ESTE T
ENS N :

would Justlfy a separate study was it a questlon of old busxness




cial capitalism*id the specffic'circumStaﬁces of the post-Independence

b S : b B s d oh gt

"habits" torking to French advantage 7" Was’ it malnly a matter of a

desireto yoke’ Mautitania’ eéonomlcally to Senegal and ultlmately to the
iy e
Franc Zome ? 'Or was it just a ‘ldck of 1nterest in the Maurltanlan ‘

market 1),

3

. The situation brought about the appearance of certaln transxtlonal

economic’ strictures, cherlka, as a result of the development of commer-
S T

era.: We: had“occasion to examine this mode of commerc1a1 organlzatlon

Gprey S

jusﬁﬂbefore3thefyear7that:proVed'tb'be"a turnlng point, 1973 Our study

; i e . ge g L LCd . T EE R, Pl '
was conducted in Nouadhibou and Zouerate, in 1969-1970 in a personal
o} e ot LAY 0 BT R
capacity.
Becausé’ Nouadhibou is éndowed w1th a port and thus enJoys p0551b111-
TS DESURENEE PO RS Lt
ties of direct’ 1mports, the organlzatlon of the cherlka phonomena tended
ERSETaR

to differ soiewhat from that in Zouerate. Nouadhrbou s pr1nc1pa1

25600 A

bu51nessmen, less  than a ‘dozen in’ a11 were dlrect 1mport merchants who

:}J boraso. g R
financed whole® boatloads of’ commodltles, sometlmes several of them.

In Zouerate, we counted IBﬂéholesaie;merchahts; with.widely varying

busiﬁéSé"Eurnovers; ‘They speclallzed in acqulrlng supplles abroad

then reselling them to 1ndependent shops.> The bus1ness was strongly
- G e
hieratehized; and ‘the’ “nunber of petty ﬁraders was extremely hlgh.

( .

Mamy: ¢ Hadod busidess amountlﬁg to no more than 1, 000 F CFA per day

peiy -1 oAt s S 300 ; D ijr,yg»‘,‘.,i;z i
11969, 80% of Wouadhibou"s ‘traders were in “this petty category. We

N

counted 305 traders in Zouerate, 2 town contalnlng Just about 15 000

PR 1
[ SN

gt v Tand Fiis Qe

people. Nou&dhibou, populatlon below 20 600 had‘e66 traders. In other
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words, there was one shopkeeper for every 50 people, or every dozen. .., °

famllles. In such a s1tuat10n, trade was not the sole ocgupatlon of .- ..

’..4

those 1nvolved It was also a form of 1ncome ted1stributlon. major
traders entrusted fellow-trlbespeople and relatives with funds; the

latter then used these funds partly for trade and also for other. purposes.

(About’ ZOZ of the traders counted were MIFERMA wage-earners. E R NS Ty
- | Gy

From the perspectlve of the organlzatlon of trade clrcults, our. . I -

pr1nc1pal “oncern in thls sectlon, attentlon should be focused on the

. [
rTE Y

b1g traders;” E1ther they control the petty reta11 trade .through . credit -

e

arrangements and the settlng up of branches, or 1t 13 .the simple outcome:-
of the soc1a1 redlstrlbutlon of wealth The organization of wholesale: .
commerce presents many 1nterest1ng features.

e Most of the traders 1nvolved d1d not make thelr fortunes in.

[N

Zouerate or Nouadhlbou. They came from Atar, Rosso or Senegal with .

their cap1ta1 drawn by the large consumer market represented by the:, . ;- .

¥

MIFERMA workers. Thus in Zouerate, a large portlon of thls trade was. . e

in the hands of the Sma331d trlbe from Atar° out of 305 merchants, | i

4

76 are of this group They malntalned the1r 1nterests 1n their old- co i b

-

business areas, sometlmes seelng the1r bus1ness 1n Zouerate and Nouadhibou 3

as merely exten31ons of the1r prev1ous bus1nesses. ; I R TS

Haif s

= They got the bulk of the1r supplles rrom,the Canary Islands and @ .-

the Spanish Sahara. That was one more reason why they Sgttled in Northern.

Maurltanla' in effect, goods from these countrles were exempt: from: customg:o-
STUFTY R

duties at the port of entry.v Ever s1nce the early 1960 8 Indian, . Pakis—. i o0

o _w,‘?x; i DTS N . R
tani, Spanish hnd other tradlng companles had considerably expanded
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their husiness there. Credit facilities were made available to meet the

needs of traders like the Moors who enjoyed little banking support ‘ahd i i "

had only: Iimited 1iquid assets: ‘Some Spanish banks lent momey for™ 720

placing orders, warehouséed the merchandise and’ eventually delivered it 7

Fe

as and where the customer desired. Theére even were compaiiies in' the' © # ¢

Canary IsTands which: delivered goods to Bir Moghrein in the Sahardn pATEsHE Su

interior, from where they were smuggled into Mauritania. 1In this why)® ~ &
Moorish tradlers ‘circunivehted the obstacles attendast on their being’ phYEl:
of the Fra#¢ Zone, especially’ the! strict control’ exéréised"by Fre;ch
Africanfbhﬁkﬂ?ﬂé%é&ifTIiﬁitétfﬁhs,’aﬁd“bﬁéﬁneteﬁsfty of having gdodé:'
transit through: Setiegal’- The'severance’ of customs links-. be’twéeﬁ Mahr’ita-- e

nia and Senegal in‘1970 fietely’confitmed this shift of commercial channels®

and the hostility of Moorish traders to the previous system of stfiét‘ a

dependeﬁbé“Eﬁ;Franéé. P By T
- l-®tly, the Wholesalé'tradefs'trie&‘to-solve'problems’Sprihg&néﬁ?3 R

from the.Bmélinessio£3their‘finénCial‘capacityiand the weakness of the: » 101

nationfsﬁprivame aé?wéllvasfpublic‘éommercial'infrastructﬁte*by*b&ﬁdiﬁg

togethet imscompafties called'cherika., A delineation of ‘the situation -

in Zouerate in 1970 should make it possible tbnérrive'atiafbette$Vuhder~:

i

standing: ofthis' phénomenon, ~~ ~ . 7 A R I PR

Cherika A was made up of three. Smassid brothers whose father was
already in business in Atar. :They started ‘the cherika in 1955'at Bir
Moghrein, where they were involved in import trading. The eldest brothér iV

manages the company as Director. One brother looks after credit
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arrangeﬁehts énd'hankinéidgtaffé. But there is no r1g1d spec1allzat10n.

The eldest brother lives ig B1r Moghreln. ' The second liveeﬁin %onerate‘"
where he seces to the Fesale éﬁbect'of the business, ‘The 11tt1e brother e
lives in Atar but travels between the’ varlous Maurltanlan towns where o
the cherika has” branChestg Nouedhibon,'Rosso,'Nouakchott;”Atér, Zouerete

O s LR S A < Nt .- P B i PRI

and Bir Moghrein;ﬁ

Cherika'oiconsiets of two Smassid:brotheré. Startéd’'in 1960, it does’
business.in‘Aterg Rosso and Bir'Moghreih. Relatlves JOlned the group,
and they extended their bu51ness to Zouetrate. The brother"étationed'inw
Zouerate makes,Supblﬁﬂerrangehents, asﬁwelijas‘tekinéﬁeere"of“eredit"”4‘ﬁ'”flf”
and baﬁklng. Anotherfsupervises‘Séiee. The yonngest brother minds

ey S

the Rosgo shop. “°
CheriéanhfﬁaESSEtfﬁp by’ one Oulad Busba tribésmas dnd an individual 7 -

from Brakna in 1959. There was a third member, but he quit the‘éronp' el

after a fireﬁgntte&wiéezéhopwin’1967;"ﬁothnnemhérs‘contribnte.capitel

but one of them has Eﬁe*lisﬁ'é“éhééé.' He lives in Nouakchott, manag1ng

the supply flow and controllrng several shops.: The other member keeps the-izuﬁ

shop in Zouerate 1n return for half the proflts therefrom.

Cherika A and E comprises a Smassid and an Oulad Qéylan,iin essoéie‘?‘-

tion with two Chorfa brothers. The group was set up in 1962 as a stralght {
S} ‘
forward group w1th each assoc1ate contrlbutlng capltal Stock is taken |
every six months, and proflts shared
e e S N R SR A B A I S 0 S LR
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“'Chetika '§' and B is a partnership between a high. government offlclal

who formerlydwbrked in.the region,. and a: shopkeeper, Ihexhyreaucrat‘contri—:
butesfcap&ta&gﬂmhimetthe;shopkeepervmanagesﬂthe;husiness siﬂeg,ﬂ;‘

chheriknnﬂ.is;anothermkinshipebased,partnership, this time between

an uncle and: hle nephewn They splltﬁprof1ts.

These Cherlka partnershlp controlled a large proportlon of Zouerate ]
1mport conmodlty trade.v They formed the nuclel "of modern tradlng compan1es
Gdein i
establlshed on the ba51s of cap1ta1 shares and an 1nterna1 d1v1s1on of tabdr.

They also fac111tated the search'fdr external credlt ‘the settlng up of
il ."1.g 'fr«"l-\‘rw .
branch shOps, and the d1vers1f1cat10n of external supply sources. " But’ théy
L".J N R | GV ,'-.5 .
were still closely t1ed to k1nsh1p~based and trlbal tradlng organizaﬁlbn Sl

patterns, and w1th1n them social bonds were stronger ‘than” contractual

stlpulatlons. As ;d;;tter of fact, the use of such strong soclal bOnds
R [

was necessary since bu31ness was done w1thout the support of the local

banking system,J;hlchialonehcould have underwrltten contractual commifments._

1

In thls llght the‘cherrha can be seen as a tran81t10nal structure on the A

way to real modern capltallst tradlng companles.%f & ‘ | ”fﬁ
By the end of the 1960 s, Maurltanlan natlonals had pract1ca11y "takén .

control of the tradlng system. The colon1a1 tradlng companles had “almost”

dlsappeared, those left were restrlcted to hlghly spec1a11zed sectors. d"‘

For example, Peyrlssac spec1allzed in hardware. Others tirned’ to a new '

(I #
: 3

line of bus1ness, for 1nstance, the SIGP in Nouakchott turned exelu31vely

to the fishing business. The "Lehanese" traders only'tooﬁ‘over“a'tlny f¥dttion

of the market left by these colonial trading companies. They operated
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mainly in the Senegal Valley and in Novakehott,.. [y contrast, the develop™

ment of a modern sector encouraged.the opening: of branches by, foreign., i
companies mainly in Nouakchott, and most:notably‘in the autcmobile trade. :
Private Mauritanian capital was verygrapidly.attracted to:such enterprises.

1.3.3. The Recent Development of Commerc1a1 Capitalism and State'
Interventlon

V?In the 19605, the growth poss1b111t1es of a nat10na1 commerc1a1
system were blocked by the fact that only a small m1nor1ty of Moorlsh

traders had access to ex1st1ng banklng fac111t1es9 and even those had

for the most part to do bus1ness from Senegal A prlme factor in the
development of conmerc1al,cap1tallsm in Maurltanxa was the evolutlon of

.

the banklng and credlt system.t‘

Wlth Independence and the almostbconplete takeover ot the
commerc1al sector by natlonals, w1th thelr llmlted f1nanc1a1 capabllltles'.A
and thelr bu51ness hablts 1nher1ted from the colonlal era (speculatlve

prof1teer1ng, the extens1ve ‘use of credlt and a chronlc penchant for

1ndebtedness), condltlons favored an 1ncreas1ng amount of state 1nter-

vention. We have already 1ooked at the ways and means as well as the

=%

consequences of thlS 1ntervent10n at the level of market mechanlsms

1.2. 4') | The de31re to thhdraw from the Franc Zone, the creatlon of

4y
¢ n

a natlonal currency in 1973 and governmental pollcy changes in ensurlng
B e
years had lmportant consequences as far as trade c1rcu1ts and the 1nvest-

e ,"‘

R o ST TN - ;
ment of commerc1a1 capltal were concerned

v ; . . RS . e ey . I RETRegy e (3ot
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In the last decade, the country 8 commerclal and f1nanc1a1 c1rcu1ts

vy iy TEED _!’»-»":»v;.'y vt The i --'-.,-.13;@"; RIS A

have been thoroughly transformed ma1n1y as a result of a ser1es of p011~

Sy e S S ST i T e ’_“’ hl v RV
tlcal dec1slons. It is not our alm in thls report to g1ve a technlcal
Yome oot R A T 2 : SR mA L
run—down of these measures and thelr effects. In the f1rst place, such
IR D S N FN A S TR e SR e
a study would be beyond our competence, 1n the second place, such studles
,,,,, O I e R RN DTS SO Sl UVEY oF benaot

are avallable 1n other RAMS reports. However, a d1scuss1on of the subJect

. SRR B Ph AR S T UAfRGY T e
is 1mperat1ve here, and we 1ntend to undartake 1t in a conc1se manner,_

R I S ST ST R NIRRT FPE B ToIE N A
placing our accent on the soc1010g1ca1 aspects of the 1ssues at stake.

l

1. The Transfofmatlon of the Monetary and Banklng System
LN Y TR IERER R R TR Al
Maurltanla s membershlp of the Franc Zone in the past 1nplred that
- A S AT L T S Dodmormde o7 sl
its monetary pol1c1es werelcontrolled by the Central Bank of West Afrlcan )
States (BCEAO) and by the monopoly exerc1sed by'prlyate frehch‘banks, in o

JLnen

the form of the BIAO down t1ll 1967 and 1n the tw1n form of the BIAO |
R o Edeg
and the SMB thereafter. ThlS second bank had been set up w1th the aim

E o

of stlmulatlng competltlon and meetlng new needs for funds arls1ng from

B
. SN SR o

the creatlon of SONIMEX At thls tlme, banklng pol1cy was characterlzed

Hrr;

essentlally, by the low level of credlts made avallable to Maurltanla sl“.

prlvate nat10na1 1nvestors unless thelr loans were guaranteed by the

State. SONIMEX was also founded in response to problems encountered in

£ RO ST Ok oni P lanya

flnanclng commercxal 1nvestments w1thout worklng through Dakar s banks

d o .
g T e P CETA

or even banks in the Canary Islands (see Sectlon 1.3.3. ) Natlonal

s FRT AT R ey 2EpToaey ot

private deposmts were substant1a1 but they were sent to France. The 81ze
© sTedned TR : St e e e o R R TN g
. Lo ,4 RET NI :.;.z.: [aTp150 ARl

of prlvate dep031ts was proof of a certaln dynamlsm of prlvate capltal"

and of the fact that accumulation had expanded, all in spite of the cons-




traints discussed.‘ Moreover, 2 great dealvoflaccumuiated money was simply,

At r

hoarded by traders who often kept large sums at home.bph_

The BMDC (Mauritanian Bank of Development and Commerce), by according,
P N T I S AR S T o S ot . A [

credits to individuals, only partiaily'compensated for these shortcomings.
The credits remained restricted to certaln very spec1f1c sectors. vsnail:pwﬂ
scale equipment accounted for 92%_of loans amountingpto 12%eof_total_jy
loaned 1n.1973 reairestate, including,hlre-purchase, accounted for:7zy ';

s TR ce
of the loans andk382 of the total; in;addition, there were a few small
industrial projects, mainly in the fisheries sector, accounting for 16%
of the totai.h(See Table 10,below).

1

When Mauritania withdrew from the Franc Zone? these data got reversed.

Vo

On the heels of that w1thdrawa1 came the establlshment of numerous prlvate _
banks, mostly of Arabic origin, such as the BALM and the BAAM In additicn_%

large 1nflows of capital came 1nto the country,_making 1t posslble for

Lona

nat10na1 1nvestors to develop their investment capac1tiesiapprec1ah1y, .

We have examined financial statistics.from different sources‘inman attempt
REER o : SYNE ! " RAEEEE SIS JE R SIS AN

Tl

R S-S NEREE

to gauge the 1mportance of these changes whlch resulted in an 1ncrease

of credits to indiv1duals and enterprises as well as the size of private'.

R B35 SR i e

and company‘deposits in the banks. (Rathervunfortunateiy, the fact that

these enterprises could also be public enterprises endowed with bank
GIerE . RO o SRR A C - T

credits introduces an element of‘error into the;resuiting figures),

The 1ncrease of credits accorded private 1nvestors took place 1n two_hf

SR NS FYES U O

phases: the first phase came 1n 1967 w1th the State takeover of part of

Ly ,i:, A3 N

the import trade to make up for the shortcomings of the national" banking
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TABLE 10 - rObZn ACCORDED BY THE BMD FROM ITS ORIGIN TO 31 DECEMBER,
~ (in millions of UM)

1973

Medium Term Short Term Current Account

Total %

Lategories ﬁwum,wwww”

Number Amount

Rural Ameni- 1 279
ties

Agriculture o 5 3.7 19 = 2.4 . 2%
. Crafts ” ST 5.4 2

. Commerce ' 2.74 1 0.2 1 20 3 40 . 6

Real Estate 83 21.6 242 141.87 3 3.4 329

' Hire-Purchase 52 €.82 43 7 o - N 95

Small Scale 57.2 5611

Equipment

5,611

o ;- Industry . 3 43 6 32.6 _ - o N 9
mgss,wﬁvwwn

Equipment i 4 mumwa_ e [T R B T SRR 4

U roran _w»‘ 166,26 303 190.77 5,636 83.14 3 40 6,086
.u. o - - . »ﬁ..\,fe.,... PO e e S i ..: 4. /x.w . B : . ,!;\.lt: i t«,‘; .
Source: mnmnwmnwnmw wcwwmnwum. - o :

2.9 0.016 0.60

6.1 * 70439 501,27
| 0.14
WY

34.74

3.29

1191
15.74

18.21

bmo 1 _oo 100
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TABLE 11 - noszﬁHU>HmU BANI STATEMENTS: CREDITS AND DEPOSITS OF HZUH<HUc>ﬁm >zv ENTERPRISES
(figures in ;.illions of UM)

22 1054 1966 1968 1973 S 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978

Soufces: .BCY Monetaiy Stetistics; zmmnmdwm. The mnoaesw om zmzﬂwnmnwm. mnmmmmﬂ. New York
o 1971, n. 10 R

a: No mwmnwﬂnnwos made vmnzmmn mmvomwnm Bmmm v% vchHn owmmuwumnwoam mnm nwomm Bmmm v% private
wsmw<wmcmwm and mwnmnvnwmmm. e TR

1025a

1980(March)
CREDITS
- , - ] ~ LI -
~ Short Tern 217 175: 205. 693 1,648.8 2,293.5 2,604.3 3,317.7 4,179.3  4,467.2
“'Mediun Term 43 28 21 69  60.8 187.6 117.9 425.8 167.3  399.4
‘Tonz Term 51 52 38 7.5 o 749 70.5 65.4 60.7 53.6
Total Private 260 252 278 800 2,717.2 2,953.8  4,670.7 5,758.1 7,112.2  7,717.8 8013
Umvnm a :
DEPOSITS .
On Current A 128a 138a 30la  443a -597.7  938.1 1,200.6 1,243.5  1,455.4 1,342.9 2677a
Account A e
Fixed Tern ~ l4a i1ca 40a 79 49.6 29.2 158 178 115.6 252.8.




System. The Second phase Came after 1974 with the establishment~of‘ﬁew

banks which made sizeable credit faéilitié;‘;§éiléﬁiéft6 pfivateéiﬁdivi¥'
R B ety P [T g . FTR T

duals, The growth of short-terp credits specifically»intended.for+privatef

investment yag Spectacular, shéofiﬁghhﬁxé,OOOZ between 1962-ahd*197i[

2 o o S PR R Clvr, SR e o
The~development of medium-term_credit was less strong angd more Tecent,

starting in 1976 and 1977, It was pér£1y fﬁé'tééﬁlf[6fh$ri§éféwihvésfﬁe§%§2'

R

There wag also a ma
SUNS L . EERTI

S

Do

rked growth in 4 posits;’bdtifheJgébnbéfwéénﬂﬁepbjt'J

sits and loans got Steadily wider, BefoféM1968, &gbGSits-and ibangaﬁefé‘u'"

%3352;1 2 i et i, ) ; c I TS
almost balanceq, "But after 1975hﬁthe gap became 4 cause for WOrry, and-
Gk SO g Cde o SR R S o S
. o e i 0t Doz

I Ty
exdbad TN ior

. ot {3 S ey L Y L S Yos SN v ‘I . T"),&,‘f i o "M,"-' REETRIN
the Arap Countries apg elsewhere,vas well ag public fupdg in order to
o T : (o L by Py : : Lo .

achieve gope balanc
TN P

AR S

€. This wag Partly why Credit wag ¢

e

initially designed to limit private.commerée. On the contrafy?»ifJénébiéén

Private commerce to solve jtg fiscélﬁprohleﬁs; fBeéides;'SONIMﬁXLSBld ;.

DA PRI A LR A P L . R P TR v
Part of jtg imports to wholesale traders; thus, the Corporation comple~ -
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But SONﬁmﬂxﬁpprinQipaILy pecause of :the food crisis of 1973, was S
called1upqn_to.take charge ofwthe‘maifunctioﬁinguprivate'tradihg siéfem;‘“”
and,igﬂseemed to,intervene;nather=effectively in the pricetsyétem;T In
fact, by;fqrceiof circumstance, SONIMEX became an organ for'Statefiﬁter—”:“
ventiop.ipﬁthosg sectors where profits Were‘nece9sarily‘1imited because
kagcgnqpicaor political reaspns.,-ﬂelped out by other jnstitutions such

as the OMC or thg.emergengy.food distribution scheme; SONIMEX-Was'a:cleér‘“

demoqggrqgign,of the desire=of4traders,ahd»inVestors to focus on sectors

offering maximum.prqfitability. '(In;Nouadhiboﬁ, in 1980, tradérs*iefuéed’

s . .. the_grounds, e
to dls;rlbupg,ba31c cqmmodltxes;gangthatrproflt‘marglnsnwere-tOo“low;’”*~ ‘

;Thqs,‘thewgvolution‘of invesﬁment-capacity,zdid nothing to change '
an old factaqf,cqmmercia1.1i£e@inaMauritania:f traders keep hiinting for® =
SPeQ?Iative:Pﬁings.LwSuch profitsvmaygindeed=be had‘even*inlthefbasid“”j“*“

commodities sector, for instance by monopolizing food‘distriﬁutionf“””“ A

(See the Report om Migrations)'ot;bycdnganizinglartificiar‘shortagéé'and

scarcity to ;push prices up. Ori this.basis;.théredigifODm for a multitude

of profitable operations, put that scope only exists on the margins of

theﬁgisgribuqion system,j:Qr~to_be.more,preci3e,; it exists when State

subventiqns;m@kepix:possible-to lower prices*suffitiently'to-avoid andiily

Vil

exaceybﬁteg,social\pensipns.

Lihgwsgargh.fgr;ﬂew sectors in.which to invest tépita1~accfuing from *

mercantile. gccﬁmubation or.obtained’ from the new banking fatilitiéé”%aé’”‘"“

also gp§ggc;eri§§d;bygghisﬁdesirg:to nake large profits. We ‘tave already’ '

jon of : investments tealizedf&ith?éredits”éd@aﬁ%éd"5“*”

e il g L oy

100ks4”at_the.9¥ien§at

Taf




. AThe exp

ansion of the "Miscellaneoy

q:"
derable increage in basiness

On bdlancq,}Fhen, the Picture jg negative, The éxXpansion of the
financiéi‘inve@tﬁent capacities of Mauritaniap "businessmen" has not
Reant any real expansion of investment areas,

- People are sgill rﬁnning
T . o
after speculativébprofits.

And such p:éfits are to be bad ip those

ies. And they do‘notfgre¢t§;real

v




,.60....

TABLE 12 - w»zwﬁzo owmuHa n»amoomem, ,mmb - wwum Apa millions of czv e .

Yo64 1966 1 ; : : Toowo :

sT ST m.mmo mmﬁwm 1974 o 1975 1976 . 1977= S 1978
Lo Tt st . MeLT ST MaLT ST it ST MeLT - ST _ MELT
Commexce | 65 mp wﬁ& wmu 9 .-8.61020. 9 -~ 0.9 1553.2 5.3 1832.6 - 24.3 7629.8 13 5759.2 279
Transport : : : . L ¢ .
SONTMEX mnp»w 291.7" Nme a41.7  14.5  66.9 6.4 310.8 29.2
1956) : |
Fisheriés 26 T8 10 126° 265.1 L2187 o  93.9 207 1223 15 L1436 55.9
& Cold SR ‘ Lo ._ . S
mnanmmmw Lo > , § E
Mines . 14 23 333.4 10344 968 .840.9 905.1 753.3  254.1 mmﬂ 8 1313 1 452, w 368.4  342.2
Water Work - | - S RENE - - .n_. _ LT T
Electricity 15 10 8 274.¢ . 36.3 3037 Tg5c 443 . 125.4 595.5 11.2 620.9 185.9 = 713.5 182.5
Construction ) e . SR
& Public
Hnmnmvonﬂ - B , »
mmmﬁ.mmnmﬁmw_ S 4H.u,A-m 1 98.8 96.9 1. 7 _om 7 2 m _m, 1 103 251.3
iscella-. 33 13 716 _mo.w 1376 uow 4 wwm.ww 560.1 372.7 mqm 6 pOp 2 904 5 pmo 7 _uﬂo 3 701.9
pmoﬁm : : & L
o1 173 205. 825, 1909.8 1235.0 NmmN 6 _Nu,.ww 3711.8 1389.1 »p_@.u memmw mno>“w _wwu 3 ouup 5 1571.3
mocﬂnmm° zmmﬁmvvmw p owﬁ.u pY ﬂpoﬂ 8 = M

- BEM Fisc? 1 mnmnwmnwnm o ioo T
Keys ST: Short terr? MT: Medium Term; 1T: Long Term
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to come. Apart from a few attempts in the flsherles, 1nvestments are- made
sasivng Tonnaigs 1 Bem e b o :
totally outsxde the productlve sector. ' )
To eoi e ord

Clearly, th1s s1tuatlon has soc1ologlca1 as well as economlc expla- -
ey Yl

ol
PN

natlons. We shall be 1n a better posltlon to understand 1t after we have

W mEltna

SR

R Feg

examlned the way - the country s merchant)groups started ‘as well as the e
o M N
: MR T R Sl WL SO

way they have grown down t111 the present. Thls examlnatxon we khall'”'ﬁ
5 N ST . . C .'::,‘ Yy S ,.,\_ } Ty e s - . N B .
conduct 1n the second part of thls report. '
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2. The Evolution of Modes of Accumulation and Forms of Economic and Social

Differentiation :

IR e SN Do lngl Loty

' To. a certain extent, thg,creggion and the evolution of a natlonal market

N I YO LW

derive from a factor external to Mauritani@fg ;galipieg;;?lt Lntegratlon Of
Mauritania.into the .world-wide sysggm)ogﬁgg;ketaand monetg:y‘relat10nsh1ps-—~
cep '“alismk The ;s; mbolic and. concrete manlfestatlon of thls exocentrlsm was
colenialism, understood both as a phenomenon of polltlcal domlnatlon and as
an economi¢: phengmenon. . ;In the. ﬁlrst part_ of thls report ve showed.how -
colonial administrative intervention and the pgnetratlon of colonlalit;adlng
I R ¥ L 5

ccapanies played a decisive part in the development of market and mometary
reiationships. We also traced the evolution of market mechanisms and
commercial circuits down to the present,

This economic evolution, however, did not completely wipe out the
status quo. In Mauritania, we have to deal with societies thét vere
highly differentiated even before colonialism., Moreover, these éocieties
ware familiar with market mechanisms of production and distribution.rLWe
also saw that from the end of the colonial period, a national comﬁercial
sector came into being. We shall now proceed to examine the extent to
which the development of market and monetary relationships was destined to
create new modes of accumulation or to change pre-existing modes. In
addition, we shail identify the social groups which stood to gain from
this mercantile accumulation, and find out what new typeé of relationships

were to be established between them and the primary producers,, Finally,

wo shall determine their status in the society.

i«'_’: i
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We thlnk the igsue jof modes of accumulatlon 1s p1vota1 in- the dlscus

il Thol ;

sion of thlS evolutlon.. it arises at the meetlng p01nt of economic and °° "

r.; A

soc1olog1cal phenomena, at the confluence of the soc1a1 accompllshment of
work and 1ts products with: the" soc1a1 representatlons glvenwthLStwork and

its products--representatmons whlch help shape the form taken byrwork

and by its products.

i

2.1. Mercantlle and” an-mercantlle Accumulatlon in Precolonial Maurltanla

I OO

Soc,tetz S

§ R
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This is a highly complex theme, whlch cannot be properly treated 1n o

it
the present :state iof hlstorlcal and anthropologlcal data.v St&ll we

it

cannot avoid takmng’lt into cons1derat10n, 81nce 1deologica1 and behavxo-

£ i }'jv},v_'?

ral frames of reference aré stiil in part determlned by thesé: soc1a1

representatlons of work and wealth

2.1.1. Work,”Mbdea‘of Accumulation and Their Representations in Moorish

Societi’“' AR R PR S

Work does not appear under exc1u51ve1y economic- gulses unless in

s R AR

Y

social terms it is seen to be determlned by -exclusively economlc crlterla,'

5«

i.e. when work“lkself takes the form of a. marketable commodlty capable

of being sold, 1n other words when 1t takes theisocial- form of wage )
o § gssd bEU !

labor, 1In soc1et1es that are not domlnated by market relatlonshlps, work

Fy ;' N Lt
:“4,1 . 3, “ . ,r il

appears in forms determlned by other soc1al eriteria; 'it” does not take

2 Lt . . o }\' S

B l TN
the direct form of an economlc act1v1tyc-l/That is-not by any means to -
saait ARG ’

1. D. Becquemont and P. Bonte, Travail, valeur, besoins et conscience
aliénée, La Pens@e, N° 173, 1979.
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imply that work under: such:circumstances is. ineffective as a . nature- 1, ..

transforming activity,.

It:simply means that the effectiveness of workiigso . i:

here understood;according to criteria other. than market criteria, and ‘- 5ipin..

REVAR

I

subjected to, determinations different from those pertaining to the exélur.

sively econgpipfsphere,oﬁwthefmarketﬁplacew .In precolonial Mauritanian-. .

societies, market production was restricted to certain limited-sectors.’

And soc1a1 representatlons of work were essentlally governed by crlterla

forelgn to market categorles.

Much has been made of the 1ow value placed on manual labor 1n Moorlsh

T

(SR I IR Koo

society. But thls is a b1t of conventlonal w1sdom which in fact»glosses

over varlous extremely complex realltles.
People have often connected the low esteem in whlch manual labor 1s )

held with the development of slavery and other servile reletiqnshlps,'ih_,"

The connection is valid, but crude; it has to be refined. In MOOtlSh

society ne1ther the slaves (Abld) nor even such’ vassallsed groups as the

enaga constitute a majority of the populatlon. In any case there are

not enough of them to enable the soc1ety s other members to shlrk work

altogether. In fact only a t1ny fract1on of the socxety, those who

£ i

possessed enough slaves or recelved sufficient horma trlbute were

actually "11berated" from work. Nor were the two cases 1dent1cal, ‘since

By ) . o o .. . i
the slave himself was a piece of merchandise. His work was bought,

admittedly not in the form of vege lehor, but in the sensehthat‘the

worker himself had been'boughtt On account of this fact, within Moorish

g T - o o PITIRIPR I o

society slavery seems to be related to market production. As for the

dependent fbrm”of work 1rvolv1ng the Ze ga, 1t seems to have been

-
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determlned hy the, political-system:" 1€ was represented as a consequence.;
of proteqtlon provided. by the Hassani arlstocracy, in fact, s a recompense

for thls protectlon. “It reflected*a polltlcal system of ranks or orders,

1. V -..A- N o i ) "

and an 1deology ‘based.;on. an’ unequal” d1v1s1on of honor, and the system ,
b - R
1tse1f was, based on each<person's capaC1ty to ensure h 8 own protectlon o

as, well as that of his dependents. So''in thls sence the low esteem 1n
¥ -

whlch manual~1abor was held was merely an aspect of the polltlcal and e

1...

1deolog1ca1 determlnants of social differentiation. Work was the provlnce

of the Ze nagas. Polltlcal life, esPecially that helghtened form of polxtxesﬁ

I SRR AL
that was, war,yhe;pnged ‘to thei'aristocracy.

As a matter. of  fact, only*a part of“the Hassan1 arlstocracy was o

actually "1rberated" from work'i" Slavery,'llnﬁeﬁ thh mercantlle _groups,

gave‘rlse to a .nem. .distinction between workers and non~workers w1th1n the

aside,\weqhaveLtpﬁinwpkei rth1rd distinction’ Between representat1ons of

R E\E T ) [ER RS

work in Moorish socigtys: ‘the” distindtioh’ ‘Between pastorallst work and

farming. This distinction works clearly as a justification of the

) e 3. el

sanugatlon of the. Barati-, ihe ﬁbrd”ﬁaratfn {tself:haring its etymologic_a.l__‘_.“,.‘~

root 1n farm labor, .. The Haratin was’ & ‘1iberated slave, free in theory
Lo el e

But his status implied that he was dependent, and 11ab1e to hard and s
NP B or p S (U
et by TR b
palnful labor.HI(It would be easy’ o find" in present Moorlsh soc1ety
1nstances of the per81stemce of ‘such’ representatlons) In fact, as 1n L
e

many soc1et1es magking:such ‘a distinctioh’ between farmlng and pastorallsm,~h
gt ;
pastora} work is;not. really seen as-a form of' 1abor understood as a

.,)

Oy "
(29 xu

transformatron of thernatural and supernatural order. (In thls connection

l household,, though ‘not. everyone had slaves. ' But 1f we leave slavery s
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Shiupn e noen Boarsan TR
we_wonlgﬂhe;welgradyised\to,gonsider the,wholesangtifiedr@lewplayed by..-
11vestoekf}n saorlfles de51gned,to relate'the hnmanEworld“tO‘ﬁheﬁdinine)a‘
Pastoral work 1s seen more as a way of 11fe, a;Wayiwhichareproduces”af’
relatlonshlp between humans and anlmals. ”Moreover,”animal_husbandry ano‘
pastoralwark_yere linked to}the;politicel hierarchya; The: Hassani came .

from a line of oamelsherdsmen, the Magil. Domestlcated anlmals, espec1a11y

the camel and the horse, were the instruments of military superiority. and .. -
EYANE SSORCEED I B PR i S faiai - l

polétéoéljdominetion,f\" e ~1§:'.' s i

r.hil“theSe ideas remainvvery superficial..thetmemergesufrom,them; et
rather a contemptuous attltude toward manual labor, is a hierarchization..
of formsﬂof{labor w1th1n a duallstlc scale of values: . dependent.work . = ..
versus free work farm work versus pastoral work. ;And;this valuation is-
expressed 1nﬂthe political system. The doﬁinant Hassani groups, authentlc
herd:men, are the guarantors and (Protectors of. all forms of work,. They
themselves are "11berateq" from work, and receive milch animals and meat*ll;w~
producing livestock as tribute, as well as whatever fam products ‘they . ‘- :
need. : o U N RTINS : LA D v

On accoﬁnt Of a11 this, modes of accumulatlon .appear: doubly determlned.;iu

L1vestock 1s the materlal form taken by wealth, but it is not the. .socially
dominant form.. Ihe.rgel_sonroe_of wealth is, political, control. over -
human beings, henoe the Moorish proverb: 'Wealth is.1if: liquid. entering:
@ funnel; block the end, and it overflows and: gets lost.". This control -

over people is linked wi@h'economic:redistributionf~@fphenomenonawhich cani

take markedly sho forms. In _extreme cases, the acquisition of material® ui:-
v ST .

ISES I e T

wealth ﬂlght even result in a losa of political status. In the Adrar
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region, Hassan1 families in positions of political power, if they grew r1ch
e
in 11vestock or palm treed, were. .doomed eventually to accompllsh the towba,

LN ﬁ P
a sort of pen1tent1a1 religious ordeal 1nv91v1ng loss of warrlor status h

R T T A .‘\;
and attachment to"a" awaya ‘tribe.. . ., .

BRI

\11‘ ¢

It ig fashlonablé “to’describe - Moorish soc1ety as domlnated by a double

hierarchy "of the Koran and the stirrup". This descrlptlon has some‘

relevance to our Study,‘and rafleects dlfferent categorles governlng work

and accumulatxon. "Wé Have already seen that dlrect productlon for the
market (salt, gum"trade) as: Well as 1nd1rect productlon (the caravanIVL'w
transport bu81ness) -involved- mannly the Zawaza trlbes.“ It was also among‘
these trlhes that’ glavery was most rampant. In the Adrar reglon, for

example, the explo1tat10n of .palm groves. by the Sma881d or the Chxmguettlwz

iy ,’_[ .

awaya had resulted ina ‘pronounced. development of slave labor 1n the 19th

L

century. (At the same time, there were far fewer slaves among the Zenaga,

44

the IdelShEIIL{ and other ‘groups who - also had palm groves, or among the‘
Hassanl ) Th1s fact has ‘to be lipked with the fact that land gales are ¢

a matter of long standihg, and involve slzeable tracts. In these game
S oy
Lo N ,-,‘-c}

tr1bes such sales of land, involving trtle deeds we were able to exam1he,"

have been practlsed since the 19th cengury—-another 1nd1cat10n of th‘

@l TR

HE

development of market telationships. The rellglous brotherhood movements

I ,_v,.:“

which play such ‘an’ 1mportant role in. Maurltanla always have an economlc ’

AN

aspect. Th1s is true ‘of the. Kounta clan who are 1n a way the 1n1t1ators

of the Qadlrlyya sect and~ serve:as medels of brotherhood organlzatlon in
the Western Sahara. They established thelr control over commerc1a1 routes

(salt from the mines of" TIdjil)- and over the pasture areas they exp101t.lw

(S 3 .
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c.c. Stewart'o*work on the Ahel Sheykh Sldlya and the Oulad Ebieri presents

T

a very detalled ana1y51s of these economic aspects of a reilglous brother-“

..;.y ,‘3,,,’1 .

hood, 1nV°1V1ng the gum trade, farm development in the Chemama drea, thé "

digging of wells and the 1mprovement of pastures in the Bout111m1t reglon@:‘“’

etc.12 S ' R AR SR

It comes as no surprise that modes of accumulation of wealth in'an

essentially material form should be found together, with slaves, livestock =

and palm::»t‘rees maklng u;:o itsj maln forms P 'Dnhivé', o’béervihéf the"'catﬁps
of the Emlr of Trarza and that of Abdallahi Ul Shelkh Sldlya in the’ 1930'3,
‘noted that there was a great dlsproportlon between the 11vestock herds
and other‘rlches of the one and those" of the other.i:

Admlttedly, the dlstlnctlon we have Just made looks less definite
in realrty, but we are addre551ng ourselves as much to the’ 1eve1 ‘of
1deolog1ca1 categorles and representatlons a8 to that of praxxs, and at -’
that 1ene1 ‘at 1east the dlstlnctlon operates clearly. Polltlcal control

jy N e

over people is also very 1mportant to the main rellglous heads, and

manlfests 1tse1f in forms of dependent 1abor done by the dlsclples.' Such?
labor is rather s1mllar to Zenaga 1abor, w1th the dlfference “here that

the protectlon offered the worker and whlch Justlfles hls'polltical

dom1nat1on, is of a sp1r1tua1 not a material mature. ‘In the opposite
case, some Bassanl take an 1nterest in productlve work and trade,

sometimes owning numerous slaves. But it remains'trhe that the distinc<’
eYors o L o .y
tion has general valldlty. It may be schematized as’ follow:

x'?'f . . .
- o Lo e

12. c.C. Stew rt, Islam and Soc1a1 Order in Maurltanla, Oxford Un1Vers1ty
Press;.1973..

R L SIS A SRS TS SPPPRPES

s ———




seems c;eer#” soc1a1 hlerarchy 1s governed by 1and control and thls

,Political control over people
7
P 1t N
, , s ; |
market ' YControl gveps ¥ tii v free pagtoral ' = 7. dependent .- - .
production® ~ wealth N o work _ pastoral work
TR t ’n!!..;.i;;;«j ERERSIES I | AL S S R R L A TR 1 TR T ;1\-‘~-¢:_;: S g
“ { t . i '
slave farm and dependent famm work (Haratin)
- pastoral work. Sl R e
2.1.2,  Work, Modes of Accumulation and their Representations in Black
e, T 2 Y SRR R Y S T R S F S P P e DI
African Societies
Here our dlscuss1on w111 be much brlefer, because 1t seems to us the
S GRIAR I At - o -
data are 31mp1er, not to mentlon the fact that we are less 1nt1mate1y
Dol A . ol TR
familiar with them. - . o

RS DR I

Whether we, are deallng w1th the Sonlnke or the Toucouleur, thls much

,)vl," %

control whatever the level at wh1ch 1tget8 asserted,ls 1n the f1na1

analysrs pgh&t;csl. At the level of 11neagcs or extended fam111es, the
power exerc1sed by 11neage heads or elders was- llnked to the1r control o

IR RS S 3IT5
of land drstrlbutlon.v At the 1eve1 of the v111age the power of domlnant

»

clans and "castes"‘ is llnked w1th thelr preemlnent rlghts over the land.

At the level of the overall polltlcal system the power of the ar1stocrats

was llnked to thelr control of land tenure, 1n the case of the Toucouleurs

K -rx

it was even 1n the 1ast analys1s linked to the approprlatlon of great _
EET: T :
landed estates, 1n turn t1ed w1th thelr polltlcal roles. '

T : 7;_-?»&/

Even 1f thls land tenure control and its connected polltlcal functlon

R . cEs oy Eiph
enabled those wielding it to av01d d1rect work thanks to a compllcated




network ‘of - dbbméetlons 1nvolv1ng WOrk which functloned -here too as much

at the level of the extended famxly and the llneage group as at that “of -
the overell polltlcal system;" w1th younger people under an obllgatxon to

. work for their el”~rs, the result was nevertheless &' véry strong assertion

of the value of farm labor.‘ Thls assertlon of the value of work functioned

within a context of a h1erarch1zat10n of representations ‘of“fotms of labor LT

operative in-the:status system. sometlmes descrlbed as’ e “caste" system.
It is particularly strong among the Toucouleurs, and 1t is linked w1th
e

unequally distributed land rights. (The system sets apart a spec1a1 place

for Ehe"Squlbe“qna Mowners' of the Senegal Rlver.

However; just as. w1th the Moors, a second dlstlnctlon operatea ‘within

the system of representatlons of labor forms' the dlstlnctlon between’

f

free ' labor drd.slave labor. . But thls second dlstlnctlon here seems ¢ I

totally subordinated to the, flrst dlstlnctlon. the slave, vﬂuunver his:

u;-'; et

OCCUpation——and slaves: are often farmers——ls a person excluded “from

Py .
' Lt

adcess to'sland.. At best, in the colonlal perlod, slaves could till dieri’

land, which was "bJect to relatlvely loose tenure laws, and then ‘claim:

ﬁoﬁnershlp. ‘In rarer cases they could Clnlm fonde 1ands not ‘under regular.

cultrvat10n.. By contrast, the small farmer w1th rccognlzed land ténutre-
rights seemed always 11kely to seek pol1t1cal power. ‘That is part.of.the
explanatlonfof ‘the torodo movement among the Toucouleur small peasantry.
who"work: as free farmers;. the movement serves es.a focus for ‘their claims

-

against the Dzana e system of polltlcal control. e e
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.- $till;  glave labor” d1d not develop 1ndependent1y of market relatxdﬁ-

ships.. It has 'this Been' demonstrated that the 1ncrea31ng use of slav:ei

e fer £0R

labor, on Soninke farms seems to be a varlatlon on a tradlng gconomic..

pattern in:which slaves used to serve as one of the key coumod1tte§.mﬁ:b

e, U g

. .After the abolition and decllne of the Slave Trade,‘"domestlc qLavexy cwas

expanded and intensified to ensure agrlcultural productlon,axmed at ithe

trt v :

export market’ 1nvdlv1ng malnly peanuts and cotton, whlcheyes,also wovet::

13

by slaves," At the end of the 19th century the resistance'against

N (N

French: penetratlon organlzed around the Marabout Mamaéu Lamlne wae,also

,‘ R

an expuession -of" the polltlcaf cleims of the free Sonlnke _peasantry: end

I l

the political aﬁd €conomi ¢ changes already 1ntroduced by colo,mal:.smal4

,But it is¢ precisely’ at th1s level that d1fferences between : }s

. {_ inos Y

,4_\,. RIS

Mauritania's black African groups and Moors become clearest.‘ Among the
Moors market: reléﬂlonshlps developed out31de the p011t1ca1 system oaaed;w;ﬁ
on humanicontrel, bat in' black Afrlcan soc1et1es these market relatlon~a;2

shlps ‘§eemto-have beén totally determlned by the p011t1ca1 system, which..

ui{f‘- [

was ltself ‘basled - on control of land a control whlch of coursge facmlltate¢*

human controli: We have noted that 1n precolon1a1 Moorlsh soc1ety it was

p0831b1e to:find- 1nstances of 1and and palm trees gettl?gvsold ‘andewven i |

A

the cash .commutation of" some polltlcal relatlonshlps, such as, the .

purchase of ‘horma trfbutary rlghts by the Oulad Busba. ~But, in bLack

P
i

s

13, ""A"“Adams",";o_'jp_', SET . 0 .

A. Bathily, La conquéte frangalse du Haut Fleuve'Sénégal, Bulletin
IFAN XXXIV, Série B I, 1972.
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Afrlcah SOCIEtleS land la strlctly kept ‘away. from’ all ‘mercantile circuits.

Thrs 1s true even among the Sonlnke,xwho in other respects have such &'~
1ong trad1t1on of market productlon. This is not the placeteo expatiate’

causes and the 1mport of this divergent evolution. ‘Suffice it to’ note’
that this divergence remained operative throughout the colonial period’ and

rlght down to the present.
In the MISOES studxes of 1958‘1959  for example; we find the ¥
_observatlon that

"Whlle the Toucouleurs regard land as. practlcally inalienable in as’

much as 1t constltutes the 301nt property of a: collective family,*’
~ the Moors do cede 1and 1n return for money, though . land sales- ‘are”

stlll not too common. Perhaps a reason for such ‘sales is that ‘there

'..'V E l‘ '

1s a lot of land, relatlvely speaklng.{}éu, T TR A R SRR

The quest1on 1s°‘ What happens to modes of. accumulatlon under thiese ™
condltlons? They can take the form of an accumulatlon of: land rlghts

i

linked to pollclcal power. But the land is 1na11enab1e, and to explolt

it effectlvely one has to have enough farm lsborers. - Hence the‘1ncreaslng

R

use of slaves by the Sonlnke in the 19th century. Otherwise the land ol

merely 11es fﬁllow, as. 1n fact 1s the case at present,: since many

landowners in the Valley are faced w1th a shortage of labor. Because of

i
i

this, 11vestock was also generally regarded as..a mode of accumulation -

in precolonlal black Afrlcan socletles, especially among the Toucouleur,

15. La Moyenne Vallée du Sénégal, p. 132. L S R i




;the-practice of.animal husbandry,
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whose ancienﬁsbéndéﬂwithithe??é&ihs madé it easier for them to develop
R TR I S SR ST £ ?‘r-.:{'.,,.~._}.f-,"'n; Ao
.. . LR TSR WS NIAL ) -l ‘i‘ R ".: ‘,". P »_...,' L .' . :'S‘;"
ket us nowrsummarize the ‘principal ‘data in a recapitulative schema:
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FEB YO SN S S T RIS ’ | labor

e [ LA S SN
SIS R R Y S PG SRS PR RS L S
et TEPLINE L SRR AR P :

Al e

2. 2. The Evolutlon of Modes of'AccumuLatlon in the‘ColonLal Period -

H.

'To understand the economic and social evolution of Mauritapisn = 1Y
SOCiﬁFy' 28 w%l 2s. some. of dts. current problems, we have to understand
how market relationghips and mercantile modes of accumulation déveloped:
in the colpnial peripd, We have; looked at the ways-in which the arket '
was creéted, and studied its functioning. But market productiom in::+ioii
MauriF?ﬁiauYa§L91¥;the;@955;an:aim;invitselfatbathe extent. thHat it bﬁiy?
functiongg E?L%U%ieigeq degree in precolonial Mauritania, and‘hadwin ﬁart‘*”
to be forced on the society by colonial adminmistrative fiat. ' We therefoie™"
have to take ,;q.\grel,igi_na}:y look at the nature.and:the-goals of ‘the colbaiat’

system. That done,w¥> shall be in a better position:to.understend the (/0"
B 100 90 A0S BENNEY § 0 S 0 o BRI A . A ' : ;

development of mercantile modes of ageumuiliation in Mauritanian sccietyl & "
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In the Migration report, we have already Providéd a summary of bur™ ¥
hypotliéses on’ the faturé of ‘the colonial situation in the Sshel=: o
hypotheses developed at greater length in our study entitled '"La sé&cheresse

des années. soxxante-dlx -au Sahel’ .Transformation des systémes pastoraux

et agrlcoles‘sahélxens;' in Man and Drought, Geneva (publlcatlon pendlng)

Let us here simply recepltulate the main po:.nts°
In that documentfhéksetfbnt,to prove that colonial exploitation in the

Sahelian countrles operated through the devaluatlon of agricultural and

pastorel work and thelr products on the market. This devaluation was the

result of varlous mechanlsms, 1nc1ud1ng adm1nlstrat1ve coerclon, economlc

depress1ons etc. s'siCuatlon

?And these mechanlsms manlfeSfed fhe producer

of double dependence on the market.\

o . .
b ook oy i . o

Sy .,.-; R S LI T _:,-u
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E EOv o uniidnnd
Caught in a s1tuat10n of dependence on the colon1a1 metr0poles, these

Am T E F R P {- ,:’ TR " e el .l'-‘;';" poie o d PRISE

producers furnlshed export commodltles at low prices.

i
gl £

And the producers were also in a situatlon of dependence on a 5001a1
: sr‘!-‘:,; YL Aveamp 1 B,
group of merchants on the local scene (whom for convenlence we shall
e S0otndn yerade oo Ty o ST
label "traders“) who themselves made a proflt on the sale of local

Aren oo
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commodltles.
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These two phases of dependence were tlghtlv 11nked. It was‘bedehseh:””

Divdreinn nde ¢ Sh R o e et

local traders exerc1sed pressure at the 1eve1 of the dlstrlbutlon of

R ‘. - . .
‘ ¥ : LY N

products that these products, at any rate those destlned for export, could

. e R T N [N
DaL T vy D e 34.

be exported at rockbottomkprlces. It Was in fact extremely hard for the

e

colonial trading houses to control the local market directly: the bottom

was likely to fall out of the market, and there was resistance from the
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producers,

In the case of Maurltanla, are these hypotheses 1n fact relevant?
One obJectlon could 1mmed1ately arise: Maur1tan1a supplled practlcally

no products that were exportable to the colonlal metropoleg,.exqu; gum,
Crilitrrmn A s sptiin g

Qulte the contrarya peanut cultlvatlon, wh1ch went through a remarkable .. ;..

boor 1n the Guldlmakha area at the turn of the century and at the. onset .

il

of the colon1a1 perlod and the growth of cotton—-a tradltlon 1n the Y

Senegal River Valley~-actua11y decllned rapldly because the colon1a1 T,
N ,.,_. f v_»_.'v.h;
tradlng companles were not 1nterested 1n the1r development. .So at firgt.

[ ,y-Y

‘L 3 : "t
sight the hypotheses may ‘seem 1rrelevant.

BTN ; T st

But deeper analysls reveals a clearer perspect1ve° the Maurltanla
14::'!)'4"3"‘ B

31tuat10n can Be correctly understood only when 1nserted 1nto the ‘;A

v e g

reglonal context 1n.wh1ch 1t properly belongs. For the fact 1s that £from.

At T

P Toyes R L R T
the colon1zer 8 p01nt of view Maurltanla appeared to be an economlc‘:_-nzﬁ“ 5.

. RS R S Gt

appendage of Senegal -'And Senegal experlenced a fantastlc development

IR, )‘;,LF-
o »:-A(Tva"‘

in the productlon of peanuts for export. Colonlal exploltatlon of

Maurltanla was destlned to help maxntaln Senegal's peanuts productlon e R

- . " Chrgenn it
¢.‘;rr‘,( r{, -u H AA’J i

at cheap 1evels through the following mechanlsms. i TR S

- The supply of 11vestock to the Senegalese market' We have already

5 t

T EEE
noted the 1mportance of the Senegalese market to the lxvestock export |

[

ey b
LT

trade, as well as the lmpact of prlces f1rst at Louga then in Dakar =

itself, on Maurltanlan llvestock prices.g We have to add that to, the best: .

,,,,,

of ;ts ab111ty the colonial admlnlstration trled to organize this export

condult, Thus in all of Mauritania's livestock centers between the two

World Wars prices on the'Louga market were telegraphed in such a way that
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they had’an 1mpact on the export channels.: That 1s Just one speclflc

detall.. When there were rece351ons 1n Senegal or when the prlce struc-

e

ture there collapsed, requ151tlons made 1t 90351b1e to supply the market
on a regular‘hasrs.H (Durlng the Second World War cattle in the tens of

thousands were exported to Senegal )

by

- The supply of cereal. In the flrst decades of the 20th century the -

ev1dence 1nd1cates that the Senegal Valley exported appreclable quantltles

of cereal. The 1925 Gorgol Admlnlstratlve report, notlng the large H } B
quantltles of cereal sold 1n Podor and Ambldedl, remarks' : ‘ l
"(Mlllct) serves as a means of exchange. It 1s dellvered to peanut

twtraders along the Dakar—St Lours and the Thles~Kayes rallroads to :
supply the food needs of the needy reglons adJacent to the llnes. C

Mlllet prlces also tend regularly to be related to peanut prlces,
[RERE S SN ;'{i,;(_'i’("‘i"
and the two commodltles are. 1n fact bartered agaxnst each other.

We have aLready had occaslon to descrlbe at some length the evolutlonl‘

of this cereal market. After the Second World War, 1t decllned W1th the )

disappearence;otwcereal surpluses from the Senegal Yalley. _ | *s -
- The supply of 1abor.E Labor mlgratlons have aplong hlstory\ln thls

area. They really became a large scale phenomenon in the Senegaljhlyer ’

Valley after the Second World War.:
Inltlally, Maurltanla supplled a certaln number of seasonal mlgrant
S e
workers who fonndvqobs-drrectly_1nAthe peanut zone,“ In the past few

i
e

Stiwp e L boenenoannoDengheestiov s s P Tl BT P e,

16. Administrative Report, Gorgol; 1925.
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deéades, tﬁat 1s, since “about - 1950 " these mlgratory moVements have
prlmarily been oriehited toward Senegal's urban centers, where they ‘feed -

the labor market. Some migrants go all the way to France (see the'Repdft:$?i

RO A S \ [ A VI A T

on Migrations).

Gl gy igb gt ph ey

Aside’ from éégbbfffléal'deslgns“(én’éﬁﬁi%é’éfféféhiﬁg:froh"fﬁé“ﬂaQﬁ%EB*””

to French West Afridd), ‘the aim Gf Mﬁﬁ%ifénfé*é“bdidﬁiiétfdn'ﬁas‘eéséﬁéiﬁtiy’

to enhance the’ developmeﬁt and" spec1a112at10n of Senégal'

T TR AN EEL A R T 7 S T S S R AP PRI SR

zone,
G P P N L T R v I Pl S e e
As far as the devaliuiation of pastoral or rural labor ‘dnd its fruits are’

concerned, we have seen its mechanisms’ in pract1ca1 operhtlon in the f1x1ng

LT g
3.4

of market prlces.” (By devaluatlon we mean that se111ng pr1ces of commoal-

1
*

ties on the market ‘are lower than'break—even prlces if alI compon'Pt

e
AN

R R S N TR TR TV Tttt Reg
elements, espec1aliy the iabor 1ncorporated,'are factored in at their

RELL YA Ao bre o haosn L L O I ST T ST L
real market value). Leaving aslde'dlrectly coercive measures dictated by

the colonial’ aamlnlStrat1°n, such ‘as requisitions 'and ‘the f1x1ng 68 Tow

‘i
M

A e o o PRty Y ke R S IR R S
off1c1a1 prlces, etc.), the Fincipal factor working to' cause this

1 P O

devaluatxon of iabor i !t g:.¥$un& in’ the serles of per1od1cal ‘criscs

not causes.’ Mb?eovéf;iébme'ériééﬁ“btéﬁriéd ét'tfhéS‘hhénithefé*ﬁﬁé"no“”"”-”'“

incidence of drought at’ ail. ' ‘Such’ was' bHE case with' the 1930 &epress1on. -
In crisis ‘times prices’ “Fake 5T zzying dive: prbdiee: are’ tﬁérefore
'!‘g K 1’:’?4 PRI .‘,“_;‘: 3 N vl 1
under steady préssure’ to ell. This" market reiatlonshlps and theicash
\ (“’Jf l J\"

CheTi L Mi o A A T A LT 2 £ r
nexus experience a boom." When the crises enﬁ; Tocal proéﬁct prlces

generally climb slowly back up and the situation becomes more balanced.
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‘But in the mean time the society goes through profound social and economid

changes: ,magseegqfhpeppie=amexweduced“fo5P0Véffy,’eébﬁoﬁid”differeﬁéiatiga.

is accentuated, the labor. £force Ls “11berated' an&'monetary needs expand;d”‘ﬁw

ete. B T e e Cpere et
In addition, there is a relative- fall in livestock prices as °°mpared{

to cereal prlces.‘ Since raccumulation’ tradltxonally often’ ‘takes the form ’

of the malnt,aanee of livestock herds, ‘this pricé drop ‘causes a crlsls in
trad;t;gnalugodes,oﬁzaccumplatlon. This ‘phenoiienon helped” to’ “{ncrease

[ AR P : Aty
livestock sales at a steady rate, so that throughout the colonial period,

and i#rfagp*rigthﬂoantill‘iron,eKPOItS'begaﬁ; livéstock was
by sl

Maurltanla s, chlef marketable commodity.

The devaluatlon of. pastoral and ‘rural work, ‘as’ partly reflected in o
price fluctuatlens, is .a complex process; and -doés not- develop in a
straight forward lipear -pattern. The main reason fbr'th15“13~the resiéQHjW“Jt.“
tance Putaqp_byrpggdueetsg_ We.haye-already‘diséussed*tgiiﬁﬁs'Eiféﬂﬁa;igﬁjiﬂfivb.
tances in which such resistance came: into play: 3sometimee”§réatee¥e
refused to sell thexx product.. at prevailing market prlces"sometlmes the‘
livestock trade. ca@e,to a.h:lt; semetimes producers tried dlversifylng .
their products, at other. times there was’ ‘Targe “gcale’ deception when it |
came to paylng taxes, .O% administrative measures were sabotaged as'”

happened especially, in. the. case of the official "grain teservés," etc.

We must add that the period. in' which this’ kind of resistance proved
effective was, from. the. ineeption of the colenial era’ ‘down till the

1930-1931 depressan.ﬂf ot period witnessed a considerable slow dow" in

business, and mqaexﬁaquatﬁdisappeared-from»the sééne, But once the

i , o AR T DL A

":-‘:'5:"'}‘45"‘.;,? S BGT




colonial - system was firmly establlshed, in 1ts spec1f1c form of "double
dependence", » produters found themseélves more and moré dlsadvantaged on
the market.

- In any case, this resistancé put up by the producers reflects a major

hlstorlcal datum which we must keep in mind if we are to understand the

‘way Maurltanlan society has evolved: knowledge of and pract1ca1

familiarityiwith'mercantileacriteria and market. mechanlsms are of anc1ent
vintage ingMeuritania;~~_A .
The dec1s1ve factor explaining the dependence of producers v1s-a~v1s_”,

the market 11es in the verynnchenlamsby which market relatlonshlps and

¥

the cash Dexug fot. established ‘in the " c010n1a1 perlod Economlc crlses

K

h1gh11ghted and aecelemated ‘the “changes brought about- admlnlstratlve"
', 37 £

measures - orlented and reinforced. them, but they were not thelr maln ilwwﬁ

rr:".:

cauee.. It was on the local level: that' these mechanlsms operated at

peak‘effieiencf. Traders; ‘oftéh Tocal. petty traders, who themselves

formed part ofna h&erardhlcal tra&lﬁg orgaulzatlon, playlng upon the

fact that the producers Had" very 11tt1e ‘cash’ 1ncome, met thelr needs for

PRCI. CALIREE
soba Lty i

regular supplles by advanclng ‘them goods on credlt—-on the‘prov1so thay

i1

they would be repald at harvest time, or, in the case of llvestock that
they would take their repayment in 11vestock at an opportune moment when

the livestock could be driven to market and resold at a substantlal

”proflt. ‘This’ was the muda af ctedit system, which c1rcumvented the

Islamic* 1nJunct10n against’ usury by taking repayment 1n k1nd~-a stratagem

e

el L

‘much” dlscussed in theological circles? It is an old trlck As far back

as21925£"the”Gorgol’Administration, denouncing the "machlnatlons" of the
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Dioulasf who were actually stigmatized as‘"these parasitesv,anoted thatwfwf

4.,, 4 R ERR

the farmers had aiready sold the wreater portton of thelr cereals,. «

BN
can paup Gt e DBEL

including even future seed and were therefore constralned to borrow in

the harvest season., For every 5 Francs loaned 1n cereal or other merchan-
d1se, the repayment come the next harvest would be 16 kilos of mlliet, SRR R
which would then (Just afrer the harvest) cost, 10.80 .Francs..on. the: market .4 ~
The Admlnlstrator could have 901nted out that the reason why “the harvesti '
could be bought thus cheaply was that it had already been. mortgaged|’v,nﬂhi"

beforehand The 11vestock 31tuat10n was the sape: . the‘practieemWas tar:

rygue

dellver a 1ength of fabrlc or’ some such commodlty right off, to be paid::

for in the 1ong run w1th 11vestock——at double the . real ~value .of- the. ol
orlglnal merchandlse. Ncr was the gum trade dlfferent4 . The. constant ‘at

1ncreasxng 1ndebtedness of the producer was the best .way. to force ‘him goinsul

sell more and more all the tlme. Hoardlng and proflteerlng were normal . -uf7
tricks of the trade. Products ‘were w1thhe1d from the. market to-drive:l. ey
prices up. On the otherhand, after the traders had plled up stocksof- }rwf-

ek i;f'??.l' R

cereal and 11vestock they eased of

most neededqcash for example when 1t was t1me for farmers to pay the - i
colon1a1 gghgrftas, i at 1s, Just after the harvest. The traders thus-= %
I 4 H s .
bought prices down. The economlc‘archrvestare replete with instances:of /-
this ty‘p;:. l — L Apan
The colonlai tradlno companles werc as anolved in such trading dodges = "t

as were the nat10na1 traders. But such‘methods made 1t,necessary,to _ gk

exert constant pressure on producers, to keep reduclng selling. and buying
l
outlets, and to f1nd vantage p081t10ns w1th1n the dally system .of soeial -

{n oA u"'x..,.:.
Yivo s RN SUR R FRTETE




re1ati959?@2%I???gﬁﬁingiprodhﬁfi6ﬁiﬁﬁd~consnn§tioﬁ.;'And natlonalwtraders

were much better placed to do all this than were th lonlal tradlng
companies. s As we haVe seeh; "the colonial” tradlng companles dld 1ndeed try ‘
to set.up.more’ braneh: shops between the ‘two World Wars, and to get

ey

established in thHe rural” areas. "But’ after the 1930-1931 depress1on, they

folded A number ‘of ‘then ‘started 4 backlash movement whlch 81mp1y got

stronger with tide. ' In some ‘areas stch " as the 11vestock trade, they d1d

) MeEY
},

not ewen bother ¥o try - regulatlng sales’ at the level of the nomadch

herdsmen DR T S AT S R

The* rampant: profiteerlng atid bladk’ marketxng wh1ch grew durlng the

1942-1946 crisis:veres merely the appilcatlon of these same trlcks in a i
context:particularlyifavordble to thelr efflorescence.” - |

. Bt was -this ‘donstant economic’ ‘pressure exerted on the merkéﬁughlch
established and perpetuated the producers dependency.status. It was“

becomes ‘easier: to understand the ‘heed for thls dependency on the local

PO

market, as:well: as the function of the local traders. And on top of thlB
dependency, there was the overall dependency of the colonlzed soc1ety

v1s-a~v1s;the'metr0pole. ‘What i§ uhusual about the Maurltanlan s1tuat10n

[

3 that at the-end of the' ‘colonial perlod the natlonal tradlng group
gained control of practically all of the natlon s commerc1al sector
This, it might be: “judicious ‘to add was not all entlrely due to the

dynamism of “the ‘mercéhant:’ ‘stratum within Maurltanlan soclety' the fact

v o AR

that Mauritania was hot" involved in the export trade except 1nd1rect1y

(through its commection with' Senegal's peanut zone) contrlbuted to the

withdrawal of the- éolonial tradlng companles from the country.
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. Theix; Development:
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. Whether. the*mopic=at“issue”60ncern§~the-d&lbnial’tfa&iﬁgfédﬁpaniés”df'Jr“

the national trading group, what comes out of the” preccdlng ana1y31s is

the., fact that- accumulation-~which in “the final analys1s ‘heans mercantile

profit=mgrovws. outiof the strict control-of the ‘gistribution of commodltxes,

¥

and frem,the maintenance;ofvﬁriéés%athéry 16w levels. By'the same token,

increases in the size of 'this profit are ‘not ‘derived from any concern to

inovate improvements in the productivity of labor--improvements which ==

would both permit the worker to raise thé value of his hﬁrﬁ“énﬁipgfﬁiif

. . . . D TR T el ouy e o R g A
the businessman to raise:-his' relative profit margin, even when this

. . o ] o e ;:‘.‘»-"..'.'afy"‘ P
means accepting lower unit rates:of profit, The contrary is in fact the

case: -the;craving.forihigher prbfits’ﬁeéeSSifétes”préfitéériﬁébbpetéiibhs

Lot b e

and involwe the beating downof local product pficésﬂ U 'gtate of

affairs. creates:consequehces which 'we $hdll study ‘it this section at the

level;of the:producers. It 4lsé detéerminies the nature of mercantile

e sl e
S REANIES LoV SR S

modes of .gcéumulation. '
As far as Mauritania's producers ére‘tbﬂcéfnéd;‘the'&éVéiﬁﬁﬁéﬁéxofzjw
market prqductionwandhmonetéritéd consumption patterns havebﬁrocé;dé&
under very»nnusual~Circumstancés$~W K
1. Marketiand»cash,consumption-aﬁd'pfoduétioniphttérhé’ﬁmy aﬁpeAr a
increasingly inmdispensable in Mauritdnia, but in ahy'absoiutéfséQSet

market and, cash:.consumption and production are at an’ extremely 1ow level.

’:".:i“j. captoed

Studies condueted: in'the Senegal River: Valley" by MISOES on the’ eve of

Independence (1957-1958) makevit'possiblé'to‘gaugé’théL%élative‘

R TRS E S R A
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"quantitative importance of this phenomenon (see Table 13).

Here we are deallng w1th average budgets, a debatable concept, no

,,,'_ .".rﬁ L

doubt. The plcture that emerges is one of extremely low cash incomes.,

As far as egpendlture goes, between 677 and 752’of income . goes into such

1ne1ast1c 1tems as food tea, sugar and clothlng. Thls lack of

i

maneouverlng room is an addltlonal aspect of the producers dependency

31tuat10n.§ ;‘ Z : ; ; f; ; R IR !
» : ; : ’ : : o P T
‘2. Producers have two waﬁs of 1ncre381ng thelr income: they may boqst
T s

production, or they may 1ook for other Ways of maklng moneyﬂ The second

e

ch01ce¢o£fers rather llmlted pn381bi11ﬁ1es.j In the last severaltdecades
e i ] j

only lfbor mlgrat}ons have gentrated enough extra 1ncome to often compen—

i ‘ 5

isate %or the loss of former saleable ptoductlon in such areas as gum and

I ‘
{cereaL prdductlom. it ? . ; . f .

i
H

4

i

r

-~

H
,

, ; ; 3' ? o L y A f
; !
In a cértaln sense, the dolon1a1 perlod was actually characterlzed by
f - " e B e l ;

i :
expaneed productron, an 1nc#ease 1n 1;vest6¢k herds ahd the~exten31on of
f

‘arable land The opening ué of new land and the development of folloﬁ

P !

/
to have beeni at the root of contlnuous surplus cereal produo-
‘ H

tlon 1n the Sene%al Va ley.- But we néed to take 1nto careful accountlthe

g : t :
f manner ig whlch’thls expansion occurred. tlvestock herds 1ncreased !

I3 B T ,
steadlly 81mp1y by overgra21ng pastufés. Under these conﬁltlons droughts

-‘

and epldemlcs perlodlcally*declmated them1 S0 1f we factor 1n populaxlon

T

growth for the entlre colénlal perlod there apparently was lxttle on no
f

; real 1ncrease. ;Sxmllarly, there were 11m1ts to the expanslon of arable
land and in the cultlvatlon of new lands a pomnt of dlminlshing returns
- f i ' ¥

was 1n fact reached. Theusame @roblem occurred w1th regerd to gum
P 1 i i H ;
by : i : L - - '
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Table 13

Cash Income
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Cash Expenditure

Table 14 :

{ Cone'mer Goods
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product1on.« productlon was lncreased by multiple indiscriminate tapping,
which eventually derastated the plantatlons.,

We have to add that s1nce methods and tcchn1ques remalned unchanged

1ncreases in llvestock herds or arable areas. meant the employment of more

N

1abor. But populatlon growth qulckly annlhllated any 1mmed1ate galns.
These dlfflcultxes merely mlrrored a more general problem. ratlonally,
these ought to be ano*her way to ralse productlon. by ra131ng the produc—

t1v1ty of pastoral and rural labor. Thls 1n turn lmplles the maklng of

. !

1nvestments ‘that happen to be outs1de the producers own reach,,glven :

then low 1nc0meSa Qulte apart from the con51derat10n that the prevalllng

devaluat1qn of labor makes all such 1nvestments unprofltable.f;'

A maJor result of the producers dependence on the market 1s that the
i N

sochety s productlve forces have stagnated, not to say deterlorated.:
Tth stagnatlon reflects three factors. f1rst, the fact that 1t is

1mposs1ble to raise labor product1v1ty through productlve 1nvestments,

!

secondly, the fact that there is a tradltlon of expandlng productlon,ln a

H

merely quantltatlve sense' and thlrdly, the fact that productlon fadtors

deterlorate as a result of all this, In Maurltanla today the problem

has reacned glgantlc proportlons in the form of "desert1f1cat10n ’ but

{

its roots go far back into the past. The catastrophlc deterloratlon of

the Senegal Valley economy, an economy wh1ch in txmes past produced
ample surpluses, perhaps prov1dcs even more brutally clear ev1dence of

th:\.s. _’ IR

3. The final aspect ofhthé”producersl»dependence on the market is that

a large portion of productive activity is still carried on within a
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context of. soc1a1 relatlonshlps antedatlng the colonial era. As

i

c. Me;llesspuxl7 hes aptly demonstrated the malntenance of a non-market

1
3

production sector is ‘the condltlon ensurlng that ‘the sector that is

marketed w111 be sold at rock-bottom prlces. If all productlon factors—-.v
land, labor etc.--were expressed in market terms, 1t would be difficult ey
to perpetuate devalued market productlon w1thout resortlng to a permenent “
system of coerclye mechan1sms. So productlon continues w1th1n a cofitext:. . -
of non—mercantlle rclatlonshlps 1nvolv1ng dOmestlc serv1ce, slavery,fc"*
tributary tres'etc. In other words, productlon has ‘continued ‘outside -

the context of .wage labor, except 1n recent tlmes.' In addltlon, part. of -

the consumptlpn and dlstrlbutlon of goods produced takes place w1th1n

the context of these soc1a1 relatlonshlps.

Bl

However, . there 18 an 1ncreas1ng contradlctlon between the baintenance -,
of these non-market relatlonshlps and the process of labor “11beratlon"~;_r-

we have, spec1f1cally analyzed in the Mlgratlons Report. This*process:

7 F

flows from the expan31on of mercantlle relatlonshlps. This codtradlctlon,n;

which is one of the motlve forces transformlng the soc1ety, ‘has part:cu-,~%'

RN ; PR

larly,, devastatlng effects of the organlzatlon of work and productlon,

can be/seenh,forflnstance, 1n the 1mpact of mlgratlons on ‘Soninke: -
society., .
What we are here confronted w1th are the general consequences ofi-

producers,dependence on the market but we st111 ‘have to “refine: our s
[ W : .

ana1y31svaccord}ng:to types of economy and soclety.

I

17. C. Meillassoux, Femmes, greniers etucapitanx;qMaspero;‘Paris; 19726 .
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Moorish society is made up mostly “of herdsmen. “Within it, howeverj
there have long been the fundaments of market production and accumuTation.
The main pfddﬁﬁt beiﬁg”livestdck; it is easy enough to siphon off

sutpiuéég.fdf expdrt:: So the devélopment of market production would seen

a relaéivéiy:simpfe matter. But d principal block existed ‘in the form
of non-market forms Of labor, especially dependent labor linked to'the
politiééiwéfructufé;énd the ﬁblitiéal control to which thé Zenaga ”
producers’ﬁéré sﬁbject.‘ The block remained for some time during the
colonialuefa-becaﬁééifhe colonial administration kept the political Lol
strucﬁﬁréwéiivé.f'This desire of the colonialists to maintain the social

structure for their own purposes is clearly expressed in the "lmstruc~

"Instructions" made up a veritable political program radically different
‘from tHéAb;égrah.fo{iowéd by Coppolani, who was more interested in

wiping out ‘these political relationships and in breaking the hegemony -of

the warrior group in order to enhance producer autonomy and boost /-~
productioﬁ. Unfortunately, within the confines of this report; we - * - %
cannot analyze thé‘COntfédinions in which the colonial administration

got enmeshed between the two World Wars in its attempts simultameously

tions" handed down by Gourand and his successor Patey (1910). These = ~ I

to boost market production and to maintain the horma and other tributary
perquisités of thé:wafrior group. Examples are legion: one being the -
refusal to grant concéssionary rights to several colonial companiésﬁﬁﬂ--afi
desirous of exploiting the Trarsa saltworks-—a refusal designeéd to

protéct.the brefbgativés of the Emir of Trarza.




In black African societies the situation was very different, There
land, the basis of political organization, remained insulated from market
relatlonshlps. Thls 91tuat10n resulted in: the appearance of a fresh
obstacle, thls tlme at the level of ‘the land tenure system.? New forms
of exp101tatlon of thls control first ‘political and then economlc,
appeared - dev#loped in the gu1se of sharecropplng, tithing and rentlng

arrangements, In Sonlnke soclety these also ‘helped delay the development

vart

of mercantlle relat10nsh1ps° alternatlvely, they' helped orlent such
relatlonshlps 1nto mlgratory movements.vf’ T Lo .

To round up thls rapld ana1y31s of the ‘effects of the devaluatlon of
[ SN ¥i

labor and its products at the 1eve1 of ‘the procuders..  We shall resume
T e
consideration of the ?row1ng contradlctlon'betheen the’ malntenance of

Yo
\‘.'.“

non-market relatlonshlps in productlon and consumption patterns and the

steady expan31on of the market. The malntenance of these non—market

2o 4«,
B

relatlonshlps belng necessary to hold products déwn to . low prices. The;l

contradlctlon has grown exp1031ve of late because people»in:theeproducfa,
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N

tive sector are obllged to buy an 1ﬂcréasing portion of their subsistence

needs on the market. :This was an' aspect of the: 1973 food crisis, whlch

also hlghllghted the fact that the different - bottlenecks in. Maurltanlan ~~;;n@

i

society were endangerlng the soc1ety s functlonlng ard its very. self- , ...

perpetuatlon. | o k”i* TR S
When we come to the 1eVel bfithé’hctual‘conditions'of market. .
accumulatlon, we find the consequences just as operative;: in fact they

determlne its nature.




In the commercial sector proper, accumulatlon 1s limited by the’ size "
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of the market .and the: very ‘low incomes of rural producers. Only the HE LU

creation of a modern wage sector (mlnes and the bureaucracy) and urban
development were‘llableftd‘help expand-the marhet. Sttll,‘the,mazn
obstacle was.the,speCulativé'basis‘cf:accumulation,‘in other words, the"
investor's itch to seek exorbitant ﬁtofits; .Sech high profits are in
anlple 1ncompat1b1e ‘with: 1nvestments capable of 1mprov1ng labor .

productivity. But-it is Just such product1v1ty 1mprovements which would -

create conditions  .conclucive to “the upward revaluatlon of,wprk and to .a’

Lo N

rise in prices. :And they would achieve thls result preclsely by tying -
up capital, thus lowering. the r?te of proflt.i
It is this orientation toward speculatlon which determlnes the. main
sources of accumulatlon;c“We have’ already dealt exth these points above,
80 all we need do here:is. to’ rechpltulate them. |
- First, there: as speculat1on in the 11vestock bu81ness,'w1th
traders taktng advantage of seasonal and annual fluctuatlons as well as

regional variations,and transportlng 11vestock to the export markets;

this is coupled with speculation in the cereal bu31ness, where traders

. .

monopolize andqhgard;sﬁppiieé to create artificial shortages, regional =

variations and seasonal as wéllhes”annuélvfluctuations.
~ Secondly, thereris the practice of speculative selling and usury
involving those import commodities which fa11 withinathe‘tenge”of_

inelastic consumptionvﬁéttefhs*(fddd clothlng)

- Obviously this, plcture we have sketched is a very bleak one, and .is »~

most valid in times of crisis. But here crisis periods can strech out

!ll! III‘-"!!!!M !!!-, aE - I = == ‘Ill I Bl Il - . llhl llll‘lhlll L




~ that sector until recent years . :'‘Wage labor was practically unkngwn theres

-

over exceedingly long tracts of time; for example, one crisis lasted from

fQAéttill 1946 or even until 1948, And even in normal times of picture

91 -

is valid as an index ofﬁactual‘trend511as4numerogs.economicfrepqntggin»syiﬁa;w

the archivesﬁtgstify;yﬁfinally,ait,sgemg;to,us:toqapply,broadlyqto,the}ﬁ;q

Present~situatianggprovided_we;take into ‘account the.rige of new

opportunity areas for speculative prdfitSmsueQwasatranqungation,thuaing;ﬂ,

and the service:industries; -etc.. We shall .come back: to this point in’ .’
Section 2.4, ‘Apart from that, some features. of the market have of late .

been modified: -the. cereal market used to. produce surpluses; now it is-

bedev111ed by productlon shortfalls, -and has anreasxngly to 1mport.tqfr.*'?

make upethe deficit. . Since Independence, state .intervention hias. changed: . .

the wayqtheuimPOrt trade operates. And finally, the food crlsls made

necessary :a number of measures which have ‘¢hanged market mechanlsms.

In the productive -sector, market, and cash accumilation have failed . : ..;

tyoey -

to get~re°riented,,£or several reasons: = . . . .. R S N R

It isﬁtheqve:y3cenditionngovexning market production in, the wural...:

and pastoral sector;that have militated against productive. investment.in.

*

above all, the devaluation.of 1abmnkinxthat&sectﬁramade:ithimpossible=

to turn:such :investments into paying‘propositions,uwhether‘they.wene;Amuég;
made by the producers or by private capital, To start with, wage labor ..
in the modern productive sector was for-a'long”time-found"mainlygiﬁ-

the mining industry. : This high~technology industry involvedpcapitalg'
investments way?eqt;of:rgaehmaf~thefamounts;of capital raised from .. .,

nationalfmarketqaccumulafion;s The:.exception to- this nule*wgsgghe,fﬁ;‘

BN RVIRS S  A E
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flshlng 1ndustry, a tOplC we, shall come back to. o oo SRR

J Market accumulatlon was thus very. circumscribed as:.to its sources
and methods,'favorlng trade, espec1ally of- the speculative kind." Tt was
equally 11m1ted 1n 1ts soc1a1 representatlons, practices’ and ‘funietions.
The malntenance of non—mercantlle relationships, and-the need ‘to exert’

strict. control over the market at a local lewel 'shaped the social

M ‘l ;‘;,‘,
relatlonshlps under whlch accumulatlon maintained itselfand expénds.

The manlpulatlon of klnshlp and tribal structures and. the: formation of

Laed

economlc and polltlcal patron-cllent networks~characterlzemsoclal'

relatlonshlps among those Moors who control the market sector. -Accumula=’

tion also goes hand 1n hand w1th a dlstrlbutlon of wealth.i This redis-

trlbutlon seems at flrst 31ght .to have nothing to do with accumulatior," Wt

but in fact it ensures its perpetuation. The growth of market ‘accumuld< "~

tion does not result 1n the emergence . of such .personality types as the "
savings orlented bourgeois, or the Western*type&entrepreneur-drlven'by
the individualist success urge. Here the trader--let:us stick to this

term even in ‘cases where accumulation transcends trade, strictly

speaklng--perpetuates, 1f only superflclally, some of Moorish soc1ety g

most tradltlonal values: kinship aqd_trlbal bonds, showy redistribution/

of wealth almed:at securlty political control over people; membership -

of a rellglous brotherhood or at least of the. community of: believers.

The issue is compllcated by the fact that these. traditional values are

RN

manlpulated to perpetuate and. enlarge ‘the bases of .accumulation,’ as welI

as to mist over the accentuated social differentiation resulting from S A

The question ;eﬁ to what extent is the ploy successful?  We shall come -
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back to thls quest1on 1n Sectlon 2.4, But as a prellmlnary step, we have

i ..
o : i

to dlscuss brlefly the way this social stratum of ‘traders has evolved
DR

2.3._ Creatlon .and, Evolutlon of a Social Cattgory of Traders

We have already dealt with numerdus” polnts above, 80 we can afford

to be succlnt here. , .
F ) e el

i,!l

2.3.1 + Consequénces of the 1942—1946 CrlSIS P

ToaNT L
B

In several respécts ‘the 1942- 1946 crlsls was a watershed 1n
Mauritania's- economlc and’ social hlstory. In partlcular, th1s was the
time when the old entreport trade dled out' the cononlal tradlng
companmes faded, and there was a boom in the small-shopkeeplng sectpr.:ﬁ‘fﬁ
The crisis also marked the f1rst tlme natlonal mercantlle accumulatlon-
was developang on"a large- scale.vwx - ’

A virculent- speculatlve sp1ra1 followed the drought the blockage of ¢
trade with France, -and ‘the 1mp051t10n of a strlct quota system on.imported
commostles: in I94Z “for 1nstance, the quota for cloth 1n Tamchakett, RS
was’l§em. .per-head 'per year, in Ch1nguett1 the correspondlng flgqre in oo
1946 was 1 meter. Quotas were Just as str1ct for sugar, tea, candles..
etc. Prices were! off1c1ally pepged at a low level but thls only
created conditions for a general black market in practlcally all 11nesa
of goods. . Smuggleérs did a vast bus1ness across the couhtry [ borders.*‘“»?““
with the SpanishnSakafa “the Gambla, plus other French colonles whose
frontiers wereuofficlally sealed S | e e s _A,;ijjrj

j‘

Skyrocketlng ‘prices ‘on the hlack market played 1nto the traders’ hands:—

In the hinterland, 5 31ngle gulnea coin coulo buy a rld;hg camel or ..ot L8
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ZQwsheepra_iraders‘hqught rationed goods from indebted producers. The: - -
1948;Economic;Report for Trarza pointed outs ..
"The sugar ratlon coupon has become the de fagtg currency; ;t makes
) 1t poss1ble to make money w1thout 11ft1ng a flnger.‘ It 1swnot used
to PUWCh&SG sugar; instead, it is sold to a trader. The trader_rn
turn lays his hands on the goods thus ratloned, only to sell them
on the black market. ThlS scandalous racket is enrlchlng the
traders and the wealthy people.i.lt’rs\tlme it was stopped. 18
In the cereal trade9 speculatlon was partlcularly 1ntense. Wevsaw”
the way the colonlal tradlng companles 1ndulged in it in 1944 and 1945
In Chlnguettl in 1948 traders hoarded mlllet before July when 1t cost -
14 Francs.' Then all they had to ‘do was wa1t t111 prlces rose. And rlse.-
they did--tc 27 Francs in October just after the date harvest,vthen to -
37 Francs 1n December, when there\was less mllh avallable. o
The very large proflts accumulated on th1s ba51s went along nlth a"
whole range of soc1al changeshwhlch in turn helped expand the marketwand"
boost accumulatlon capac1ty.n£u | | N | h

ig'

As we have noted dependency relatlonshlps 11nked w1th the pollt1cal

3
o

system created an obstacle in the way of the development of market .
relatlonshlps. The Hassan1 were partlcularly hard hit by the cr1s1s,
and many of them were forced to sell thelr herds.; Tensrons 1ncreased‘
between them and thelr former dependents who still had to pay them heavyl;

tributary fees all on top of their tax obllgatlons. The Hassanl trled

s

18. Econonicaﬁeﬁort; Trarze, 1948,
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to use these fees o, ,offset their cash:income “looses, but” the dependents
found the double 1mp051tlpn less and less tolerable, A protest movement
against the Horma tribute got started in the 'Trarza aréa with the
FRTSEC I R BT S R ERAE e
accessiop of a new Emir_inngAA;}ggzIt-culmihéted‘in the cash commutation
adpar e ity . Pt

of the fees in 1946, despite the hostility of ‘some warrior tribes,

) RS SN }
espeCially'Fﬁgﬁgplab' It spresd throughout Mauritania, 4nd the process

of cash commutatlons was completed.in:Adrar, whére the warrior group“ ‘
exerted partlcularly strong pressure, im 1952, On that decésien the

admlnlstxetqr Messmer remarked that the horia fees ‘seemed to be "an

Tl

unreasonable imposition" which,could: not have been maintained without
administrative _support.,. . The only obstacle'to the complétion of cash’

commutatlon operatlons was the, oppesltxon ‘of -the 'warriors who proflted .

from the horma. It was imperative to end "thrsﬂéohyear—old 1nst1tut10n";

There were more practical underlying motives, hoWeﬁeEE“‘it"ﬁee’heeeesefy
AT T R TS i R It

[,
rre il

. . S R NIRRT LRt O 5
to get the caeh eommutgtion1pperabions-goiﬁg{"befdre the 1951 electoral

cav, .iu." Thls was an 1nd1cat10n that. the ‘new p011t1Ca1 rules establlshed

after 1945, 1nv01v1ng the election of a:deputy, alsé’ 1mp11ed economlc

L B o

and soc1a14changee (see Section 2.3.2.).
This was also the time when the movement to enfranchise (if not to
liberate) the slaves picked.up steam. When slaves praduated to Haratin

status, they entered into new relationships with theit formér masters.

PR

And many slaves fled the miserable-lives-they~led in “the eneampments,

19. Dubi&, Le rachat des horma au Trarza, CHEAM Thesis, 1951.
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to seek refuge in the EESEE v111ages.l But there their fate was hardly
better, and they ended up swelllng the ranks of the. destltute masses.
Here too the rulned warrlors were the hardest hlt. From pre-War times ;. .
the admlnlstrator at Trarza had observed that “the serrants" were .. .
desertlng.thelr masters in large numbers._ When the masters. asked to have.
their slaves sent back the ﬂ__i admxtted that “most of . the, servants

only 1eft the poor warrlors because they denled them food and clothlng

The dlsappearance of these dependency relat10n81ps created an

1ncreas1ng1y numerous stratum of small producers who were in a p031tron. i
to put all thelr excess productlon and even thelr capltal "freely"_on the;

market. Of course in thls way they often at the same tlme swelled the L

......

*-,. : T

mass of dest1tute producers obllged to sell thelr 11vestock.

Another aspect of the 1942—1946 crlsls was the grow1ngfcontrast in
Ceres 50 P e

wealth between those accumulatlng rlches at one end of- the society--and,

_‘,\.

at the other end those reduced to poverty., L B N T B S

The most obv1ous manlfestation of this 1mpover1shment was the state
of undernourlshment and famlne that S0 murderously ravaged the Adrar

i

region. The report flled by the Medlcal Commandant Ganzy, sent on -a:

"mission to study the food situation in the Adrar area", notes that in
R T, P TN SR A : C ’ s ‘
the few months between October 1942 and February 1943, several hundred -

deaths” attr1buted to undernourlshment were reglstered in the town of

Atar alone. At the same tlme almost 1 000 people were reported .to:be.

in a state of advanced emaciation: '"they come from the lowest.classes.. ...

20. Report.

w20
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of Moorish society--beggars, ser%é&ts“abandenedwbywthetrwmaQEers;wetc."

R B I T B L TR E T L PR I
The same state of affairs was réported in the 1948 report from Chinguéetti:

"The i digenoue pepulaflon Tive' practlcally on credlt, se111ng their '

labor in advance '¢6 the farmers Who féed thém. Thé; havé no ‘milk, miflet"
nor?meaif"“ﬂlﬁéiEéEiéﬁsnefnfhe&ﬁ{gﬁ édrEaI{t§:raEétma§ be glimpséd in

St

the demographic statistics previously presented: in very clear ter ms

e 10 B TR TR T S
from 1940 60*1969 there was a drop in populatlon. ‘'This pauperization

"»:uf R ST

3 s o R O L e T S NN S O REPETS APy
was not’ es 1a11y due to happenstance. It resulted from a veritable

PR B I R T Pty Sttt AL o T S RS BRSPS ST
transfer o income, partlcularly into the hands of traders. And it came
e E DR iy

tOgéEﬁéé;éigﬁ‘increaSIHS economlc and’ soc1a1 dlfferentlatlon. The same’ "

1948 Cﬁiﬁg&e%tiJreﬁEré 3ﬁaﬁ”ci£eduﬁeéegwtﬁat”“ﬁﬁilefrheﬁﬁrbﬁoréfgn OF

weal%ﬁﬁﬁelégfé lf;eééoéﬁ ﬁagjr{Seﬁ;ﬁﬁhefaamﬁeffof ﬁid&lé—leﬁei;6§n;rsa”"i’

has fallen. They have'been prec1p1tated into the ranks” of ‘the’ small
Wl dg i e s L e e Ty e

herdsmen, while the large herds grew larger.

siaefr;y s"s:aeaita'ﬁ.e "Tibacion’ of igsaf%a‘sd”ftg ﬁoaaa;*’sﬁ

lastly caused a speed uphln m1grat10ns and ‘the beglnnlng ofpurbanlzatlon -

sodger ot pnddy woae il e e E st Dot ey et e gk, e i e
in Maurltanla. BetWeen 1938 "and 1944 Mauritania's urban population rose

A TR et foegla o b i pabie ol s spiin Fioo o7 el
5007, ‘and several téns of ‘thoisands of igrants settléd in Senegal. ™’
B T B S R Tt B ST RN

R LT TR DR T TT
(See the Migrations report).

R T }
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We are personally 1nc11ned to date ‘the creatlon of a soc1é1 category

St b

of traders from éhlé parlod, ‘since’ before then ‘that category played a e
different role, its'créatlon'waé”madé pOSéiBle by the ﬁrevaiIlng" Ty

I‘Z g

b ‘J. '}
cr1t1caI economlc c1rcumstances and the cﬂanges taklng place 1n

Mauritanian society.




s j,J

2.3.2. Origins of themkew Social Category IR

The econom&c and’ soc1a1 changes we have Just: spoken of espec1a11y;
: o

the development of ecofiomic dlfferentlatlon, went’ a10ng w1th the rlse of

}ﬁr-rf“';

new soc1a1 categorles in a pos1tlon to. proflt from' the colon1a1 81tuat10n.

The f1rst group to” beneflt were of course thosé" app01nted ch1efs by

the COlonlal administration.’ R

In the Senegal River Valley the tradltlonal polltxcal system was

partly sevept away«by colon1al conquest., Thls was partlcularly true 1n‘ﬂ
R i

Toucouleur conntry, and" the French colon1a1 adanlstratlve system was )

2

set in motlon, with: 1ts typlcal hlerarcy of ‘digtrict- ch1efs and v111age

v L
I

IR SR

class ofwchlefs@ -Let us 51mp1y note that excepttons 381de, thlS class

of chlefs beneftted a’ great deal from thelr functlon as’ middlemen
between the Valley s peasant mass and the colonlal admin1strat10n. Thls

\s,"‘

proflt came partly from off1c1al sources, slnce,almost all the chlefs

were entltled 1o keep a cut of the taxes 1t was. their respon31b111ty to

v i ol

collect. In addltxon, some of them were pald and- sométimes they got

PR

olxtlcal handoutst Thus” they had cash 1ncomes far- ‘hi gher than d1d most

""rmi 4 ,' v i 4

producers., To aLl‘xhls ‘st be added all the Lllegal proflts, the dlrect

e cepenhi .

extorsion of more orzleSS‘"VOluntary glfts, fees for the" openlng up of

new farmland, etc. All these factors created condltlons for the accumu—
.:Y.u-“i"s E

lation of Substantlal cash wealth Whlch was often. 1nvested 1n tradlng

chiefs. Thls is. mot the place to go 1nto the ‘history of the colonlal ;‘; .

e

»
\l; h s . R

BN s 1"

ventures., Th1s type, of:: 1nvestment was con81derably fac111tated by the

Bx i
() iy

fact that durxng the 19424l946 CrISIS the colonxal admrnrstratlon partly .

; ppoE et L
N I A

s Lty
‘




1ntegrated the chiefs 1nto the management of the quota and rationing

“ 1..";4"!': e d n =

VTt ey B byt o
arrangements then in force. ‘ ' TR
Lot .
j .

 But not a11 traders got the1r start th1s wa§” “¥Far’ from it;’”DiDUlasv-
Cha -
that 1s the name traders are known by in’ the Senegal River Valley-<come- .
from very d1fferent orlglns. But 1n general “ag ‘the 1925 EconOmlc Report(

Ve

for Gorgol had a’ready p01nted out, those in'a p081t10n to ‘stake .out .the -

e e

1n1t1a% cap1ta1 for tradlng uentureswere people with' the most direct risiyi- .
PR TS O ¥ i
access to. cash 1ncomes, or, to put‘rt'somewhat crudely, Nthe riéhnﬁiflnuz 1y
dreetine i o .
this ‘category helonged”the wealth1est farﬁergfrthosefespecia11y~ab1e O fy i
TR IR LoT s L DI N . .
advance loans{agalnsttthevnronlse'or future cereal harvests——under what ., ;.
S Fovl VLGN we e o
profitable condltlons &e have laread9 seen. ' Now these wealthy farmers. . ;.
i e SETTITEE
were the 1andown;rs;‘ hccordlng to the satie report’ we' have - ‘cited, YL e
"";1 y,j.‘,," (‘} R
"In order to grow r1ch 1n Gorgol and to 11ve idly ‘but- cdmfortably, idne brreiyos
L YTl :
needs only fulfll three cond1t10ns’r'fir9t;~onefmust:an'land:isecondlyfaew;;,
e i § 5 :-‘f'u,.:_..

one must rent it; and th1rd1y, one“nust lend the tenant moreyy ' ALl thms Clne

i3 AR, s

done, it becomes easy enough to 11ve well "Of the' profits’ generated.by. ;- .
HE e g i

i

someone else s sweat.” Thus, in~the'Vaiiéy,“th% he%4tradingvgruups'inn.j;jfmg

the soc1ety would appear to have emerged partly from' the ‘traditionally; -, B
iy g wrt '_"i"=~'3 SIS P E R N N R . P
domlnant soc1a1 strata.. e A ALL I I S A nan et

r."i‘):.'_,"‘_‘, ;)

In Moor1sh soclety the situation was1somewhat;différent:ﬁ'Moreoﬁen;xw-

REEES ;‘.,1 )

there- market accunuiatron was more h1gh1y deveioped AS wefﬁave»seen;ygxfgnu

for a nunber of c1rcumstanc1a1 reasons ‘tné’ colonlal administratibnf;; iy
'\\.f!‘;—‘," S pende s

stablllzed the power of‘the Hassanl stratum. 'ih"fact'some~regions‘suchgﬁn:pﬁ
LR PEETLA L i

as ﬁdrar even had protectoratexstatus rlght dovii to 1920~+an ‘anomalous -

o th YW

situation w1th1n the othernlse unlf Frenci coTonhal system ‘with: IUSff' e




tradition.of "direct rule". - Theire! admlttedly were trlbal and clan ch1efs

vy e r 5]
BT A B T $.2

who played identical middleman roles w1th regard to tax collectlon. But

in the maln the: ‘higher levels® ‘of ' the' chleftalncy structure reflected ‘
: wag, mps LT ‘ B

Hassani power, . The fact:wasy though, ‘that this SOClal category appeared
) ' e sy i S j}y S ;'v‘;._\"?,.';..
to be rather:aloofufrom'manket“acéumulatlon} “so the development of market

4
=4 o

rr*.;

relationships implied the-rapld“economlc decllne of thls warrior group

; o Y
_.5 ,,v- V,‘sh.; RS T Fa

Under certain eircumstances’this’ o35k of economlc status sparked desperate

APEN

react1ops, an'.¢xample.being the" departure into ex11e of the d1ssxdent
b Db ROET T
Emir of Adrar; Sidi;Ahmed; ‘in"1932:" ‘ Most' often the deter1orat10n of the

B ST S R b s

warrior group's position ‘appéared slow—paced but 1nexorable. W1th the

IR i P A R
L

commutatlon of ‘horma- tributary' fees ‘into casg payments Just after the ’

v o
L

second Wprld Was jone: of 'the* last’ economlc pr1v11eges sprlnglng from the1r

. PO 's‘:
ey - oy ’

warrlor ‘status disappeared:. - ' Maty only managed to surv1ve by taklng on .
,u-r_,.’.‘.:‘) P ioR
odd jobs, chtefly in ‘the ‘colonial army. Nevertheless, soon enough some

of them made gommon cause with- the - traders, supportlng them w1th thelr

: b
[

polltlcal clout -in:. return fo¥ “some measure of partlclpatlon in the wealth

the traders had accumulated.
T m Th
In Moorlsh society the oVerwhelmlng maJorlty of traders come from the

i TN A
i A B

Zawaya tribes. .This situation”is hardly surprls1ng since in precolonlal

society these. tribes were: ralreddy’ ‘involved in market productlon and were
P AWM SR EEDRTAE AR % R LR
already familiarﬂwith the mechanisms of the'market”place. The klnd of

‘;t;'z‘!\/, .

productlon.;nvqlved was ‘of coursé bh 4’ small scale, w1thout the generallzed

IA- n“;‘ : '5‘ _i_'f..' { f)

use of cash,. and dependent’ mostly’ on limited exchange systems, barter, and

regional and international transport networks. But that did not mean that




accumulation realized on thatﬁhasiswwas“negligihleh, Ode. Puygnedeaq,iinl
his picturesque. boqk on Adrar, written in 1933, observes.éuf‘J. ot

"The luxurious wealth of the . Smassid is stashed awaycin“low;rqofedﬁv.

rooms filled with grain, dried dates,:gackets of sugar, bales of

fabric and crates of tea. The1r cap1ta1 1s 1nvested 1n the area s

?I }.ﬁ')’ in .i's-.vx 2 4;-»: vl-

R ,',":

plam groves around the Betba, and is also profltably at work in the

f -’_.‘;‘.

quay31de stalls.r A study plam tree costs up to 250 F and is

Cipan By X . . ‘
K e 20 iy R

capable of y1e1d1ng 120 kllos of dates. In Adrar 1n 1933 1934

,(; ‘(‘ o, i:l \I’

N
LIS RN

35% productlve trees were counted w1th a total y1e1d of 4 000 tonnes

LAnLal ERSFINO TR ‘(," S ; . XI EIM Pl TR

of dates. That in cash terms means 4 Mllllons Francs for the
Coid
owners, plus 107,484 in tax revenues.'21

tial) Ih"‘ \(‘£ ik FEENT S I RIS A A LEe T Ll

These trlbes therefore were 1n a better pos1t10n to bu11d up cap1ta1

SRR W I g (AR HEVDFIN B

O SN B g
for tradlng 1nvestments. When they mod1f1ed thelr old trad1ng methods,

fiey kg ! EURAN e Rt 14 1000 BN S 1iid ! T
they qulckly conquered p091t10ns on the market. It must be added that

e e Pl A owyia R RIS RN b

trad1t10na11y they were engaged 1n 11vestock ralslng and transport wh1ch
. L woai QL m b R

PRSI el wdiET .‘.,l;t_{ BT

as we have pointed out; were the maln bases of local market accumulat1on.

. i T R SEHS TS T o
Finally, other factors contrlbuted to thls speclallzatlon 1n trade for
example, there was the 1mp0rtant role played by tr1ba1 assemblles

@ :

LY

experlenced 1n the dlscu331on of economlc 1ssues, and the use of trlbal
- i IR L R T LTS O RO
relat1onsh1ps to build up transport and trade networks: a tr1be such as

'
RESS S R T

the Idawall, 11v1ng 81multaneously 1n Adrar, the Tagant area, the Rosso

4ot '3

PR PREE SUREITAN v{v--' I g

reg;on, and around Lake R'Kiz, was thus 1n a pr1v11eged pos1t10n to take
O Tere ey "{C{ R A P

01

O 0 e e e e e S e

21. 0. 'de Puyguedeau, La grande fclre ayx daﬁtes hParlsa 1937

AN

PR A T




- 102 -

¢k St U T R R O S PR A i 2 AECS IS s i
charge of regional trade and to control the market.
PR ST O EEE AR SR

These few remarks do not constltute an exhaustlve analys1s. But they
L et - . :
do enable us to factor in the welght of hlstorlcal data 1n order the

better to evaluate current developments..
RO S A A . RS R ol RSN o pit

2.3.3,. The Growth of the Traders:’'. Ecﬂonomic_ils‘_ggial,uan@ Political
Functions . :r' O o 7 2 UL IS
We havefpn'%enumberu°f¢di§ferentmOCCﬁﬁipnﬁnalneadyzdiscussed condi=
tions governing the_develppment of accumulation during the . post-war. and
post-indepeg@enge,geriodg. Ipfthls section, we shall merely reeapltulate

the key stages:

- The.colenial: trading. poppanies. vere steadily pushed out and, - -

national capital took over this sector: . in 1968 companies like Peyrissac - -

had only. t¥o. outlets ianopgdhipgg,;eonceqtratingumaigly,on}hardware,'
booke,vgegazines,etc. HBuhan,§y$esseire¢kept one shop in Nouakchott, . = :i:.
specializing. in stationery and office supplies, As for the Lacembe . .
company, it gravitated to the status of a;mere.garage-zzyaxg:;

- These traders:gainedi?rogres§ive%access¢to mggern_gpmmercial
circuits; both within the Franc Zone (in Senegal). as well: as externally,
on an increasing basis (spgg;f;cally:1n,the,Canary Islands and .on.. the
Arab coyptries). .. . .. o.os e |

- A sector.of state 1ntervent10n controlling. imports of the. main

subsistence staples.was. progressively defined, as. well as.a.private sector... .

T T B 125/ N T PO PR N LA TR

22. SEDES, Les &changes commerciaux en Mauritanie, 1968.
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tiaind oo e e

- AfteT'Maurltanla left the Franc Zone (1973) and; created.itdiown - 71

national” currency and a dlver31f1ed banklng sector, the. nat1ona1 tradersl
N y ,v:‘-‘ ;‘ FR

gained access’ to modern banklng C1rcu1ts on both the ;local.and: 1nterna* e

ERRTE I R IESIN
ERY BRI S

tional levétd. : R o 5}_‘};,a;:,${a'.{ﬁ4;g-

R R A SOV

The expan31on o the market sector and nat1ona1 market accumulatlo”’”

nw:‘ﬁ," S

went hand 1h hana w1th the development of prlvate rpveatments ‘which ihrvihensh

[P T

1ncreas1ng1y transcended the linited boundarles of the trad;mg :Sector

In the concrudlng sectlon\of thlshchapter Ve shall .look at: the mein C e bt b
i i [N R : ‘
problems confrontlng prlvate 1nvestors at the present tlme.jff.ﬁ”ﬁf~i“g;§ﬁgww
Tt fer J:‘(' :
We cannot, of' gau¥sé, understand the development of this, market L lwag A
S tdwtid hpg N0
accumulation’ 1f we restrlct our.study to the economlc aspect aloneu. Wa i ?fd
have in addltlon to takeﬁ;nto aééh&ﬁ£"£h¢ 1ncrea51ng p011t10a1 role . 1l
I -ed by traders in Maurltan:ah~sbcrety: Thls'role”became;disgerhible,;;@@gq

quite early. 1In fact it became clear JUSt as soon as, modern pelat;cs'*’
i oan oo e RnE e
began in Maurltanza that is to say, w1th the flrst electlon of a:
" - wer by )
Maurltanlan representatlve to Slt in the French Leglslatrve Assembly,in i hoo

STe guagd W ol
1946.  (The franchlse was 1im1ted to- Just a few tens of thousands ‘of . | 297y
E'ILL' o ".f,f. ’-"rf. (R |
voters.) Tha’ w-nn1n~ candldate, who beat the colonlal adm;nzstratlon gid run
P VR Yy AR SR TA T
OffiCialﬂééﬁdEaate;'a Frenchman, was a’ bureaucrat of the .Idwali. tgibe: i

. ,t'. -»'-/
i -;1, gy
who benefited frém the active support of a large number of traders. The

ant1-colon1allst natlonallst p051t10ns they advocated then were in ¢ ban ool
- R A
fact consonant with thelr economlc 1nterests. L o aras Y bR .jj
L T .

When Miiirftan a*échleved Independence, the traders found ainew-.arend ‘o i:du 0
R A

of political’ actiV1ty open to them? There would be no p01nt in denying © ¢ tifud
; ey »f, I T ” '.4
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that they w1elded more or less dlrect 1nf1uence in colon1a1 polltlcal

ks SOTRT o b oaaan nTILNGEG Da sEdFaaw il RS 6 EA 4 Dot I
life. Bonds were establxshed between them and certaxn bureaucrats or
pa i byl o2l IunYio :3!:: b

polltlclans, the State 1ntervened in the tradxng sector, and State)

pe-tets developed——all 1nd1cat10ns of a mesure of 1nterpenetrat10n
GO g B T 1t ;
between the State and the natlonal commerclal sector. Maur1tan1a s

RE . g : :
s T »‘,,Ef‘ : i T

customs agreement w1th Senegalnnorked very 10ps1ded1y to Maurltanla s

13 : L ) st TR i I,‘ N N R N ]

dlsadvantage, spec1f1cally because it entrenched ‘her dependence on

A -

Senegal for supplles. The breakup of thls agreement, and Maurltanla s ’

s

withdrawl from the Franc Zone are both/events 1nd1cat1ve of theis?w
traders' fnfidénéé on'the natlon Q polltlcal llfe.. Naturally, they do’ﬂ
not alwayslgégéhée,;aAa unrted front, and the1r 1nterestlmay dfveéééf”“”h"”
but it is rnpos31b1e‘to take.pol;tlcal stock of‘the tlme stretchlng i
from I)fidépr;ndence to 1973 w;tr;éqt takmg thelr llnterv’entlonln the

sofr b e et HE Genmad VD TRl Lo
. . S

political arena 1nto account. S

_,..( o T — . O T BT T

This pol1t1ca1 1ntervent10n was 1n turn facllltated by the role

ol Lwlvisan TR I i A i
traders play in, Maurltanlan soclety. The phenomena of redlstrlbutlon b
DEORRIRS .- B o Vo . e 4 v”\: . oo et

and patron-cllent relatlonshlps wh1ch we have already descrlbed are the

fres ;»-*; ;": )v ;:::

precondltlon for the1r effectlve part1c1pat10n in polltlcal life. The -

(‘11 o L . N \ j)t»'

concentratlon of the populatlon in the towns and the pronounced dependence

of producers on the market w0rk in favor of the traders hegemony over e L

[

e —

Corgni o :_.,1“

the soc1ety.‘ We shall not repeat p01nts already dlscussed 1n thls

el Yy . ro “geg

report and the report on mlgratlons, except to raise a questlon.‘ Beyond

Loires . LrTe ST i s S.\,"

the d1str1but10n relatlonshlps and economlc'and trad1t10na1 socxal honds

. "/"..vf'/ ”Y ERIRE : RS RERN v # G ATE T )1";‘!”

to whlch they are dlrectly relevant, we have to take 1nto account the

political and social functions of the phenomenon of patron-client




relationships. These relatlonshlps are 1n effect manlpulated to, enhance

the traders 1ntervent10n 1n po‘ltlcs. They also fac111tate speculat1on,
SMEORD UG L ; BT S R i AT Aa!E'-..»f‘

"ki.r.l.l T
spec1f1cally 1n the area of urban land grabblng, one. of the main areas of

h HYSES LI - " -
B B 4 Ny ,\.A.L B REET SR

specu latlon s;nce the suddent acceleratlon of urban mlgratlons 1n 1973

and 1n the hoardlng of food products, the traders operatlons have

& AW Vil St LR A S e

depended on the use of these patron-cllent networks for success.

e . iy [ ; R : e b i T . o
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2.4, Conc1u51on: Present Trends

T ES D A L S RN SR & S U Y S AN A LT PP YT

It 1s always unw1se to make extrapolatlons on the basxs of economlc
I B ALV 6 S TE0 I SN S ST SIS (e o 47 i r: . :';'TI-"-.:.}' NG

H

BOTBEDe . (InTsdxe Lpn Larryol. Do

analyses which we have tr1ed hard to relntegrate 1nto the complex back- o

R Crilpreat T na i )

ground of thelr h1stor1cal development. The task is rendered even more
sdnvins w ol Fite 63 B N By L1 S YV R FVRES O T S SR
dlfflcult since we have constantly hlghllghted the 1mportance of the

LG fotemen adote 5 1% anal sy gr shpery oo sl

p011t1ca1 and soc1a1 context of these economlc processes., We can

(R ”"Hl‘k " o 15 ,;‘:’. e vTh Lt

understand the development of Maurltanla s 1nternal market only

AN R LR Saede mely v owaun s

if wetd

integrate 1nto our grame of reference the phenomena of colonlal domlna-

S r D . : Sy . i
ST : [N S S PSS SR TSR 50 3 ST R i

tion and the soc1a1 transformatlon they helped brlng about. The changes

RIS

in market mechanlsms attendant on the 1973 food cr1s1s need to be

i B
pi] &y RN (53 FIRERR o oyt EUER I B

studled w1th1n the context of Maurltanlan polltlcs. And beyond these N

S BRI Y N

changes,,there are g11mpses of e soc1a1 relatlonshlps' those also
AR ZOT k‘""r ; i .‘,:lml.:.x',-'-"'-f" : ',.
have to be taken 1nto conslderatlon. o : e
R S A R TE T T v P _' I nlimor

Instead, then, of prOJectlng present trends 1nto the comlng decade, .
.H'! T X e o

what we have chosen to do at the end of thls report 1s to try and
e el Iy

examlne 8 number of urgent questlons confrontlng planners. In thus

fowiri G T Dltiestr yectngo g

proceeding we are 1nformed by an awareness that 1n part the answers to

AR e BN &

these questlons depend preclsely on the ch01ces made by planners, and

ot
Vv Y

beyond those choices, on options selected at the national p011t1ca1 level.
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2.4.1. Prlvate Investment Capaclty in the Modern Sector

-"i

The flrst questxon is: How adequate 1s prlvate 1nvestment capaclty

in the moder sector’ Judglng by current data, the answer seems’ to be,

A B IR x'
In the short run, prlvate natlonal 1nvestments contlnue to
R NI SO S sttt e

w

create speculatlon proflts, they therefore get orlented toward spec1f1c

not at all;

CEEL N :
sectors, and these spec1f1c sectors are generally nct productlve in any

wF ol MRVECL P ‘r:‘,'.l"&c‘.!‘:r':' 5 w» EE IR RSN e

direct sense. There may be an exceptlon to thls rule in the flsher1es

- Syt ; .‘14;»'\.‘ I Ty B el 5 ,-;w-;i’:- .

i

and assoclated cold storage 1ndustr1es, but 1nvestments there have not

e - . £ . ] N
G RS e S v‘\f ; B L ‘rr:yt 'f.\:‘ 1",5';7\.‘

Trade—1nterna1 and external remalns
i e RIEE SR UTE N e A o
the preferred domaln of prlvate 1nvestment. Furthermore, thls prlvate

il FRE A0S Y FCInia Lwegrt o vt R R A S

1nvestment tends to abandon trade 1n the less profltable commodltles,

e

(R R EELE SRR

Ty i } . g.,‘,,g,,,, ulv i mohat vl

i,e. subs1stence products. Or 1t only trades in them in a speculati.vn

LY R N w!r R AT TR B S | wal Copgre oot d

context, playlng on the frlnges of a sector where the state 1ntervent10n

TR [Neg Soak il

ST
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has become 1ncrea51ngly necessary to forestall soclal and pollt1ca1

2':-',}'\’" IR SO .- LA ERES Y S B

“

J7 At

tensions. Currently, 1nterurban road transport and housin constltute

e SESUREI TR SEPIE JESSY

[

anin! I IR Toociren arhs BN srls

the second preferred sector for prlvate nat10na1 1nvestment. It is clear

A '-‘uj.if.-f'-"as

that in the hou31ng sector in partlcular, 1nvestments are 1rre1evant to

the natlon 8 developmental needs.

N
» ;

Rather, they are connected w1th luxury

The growth of the

demands, mostly 1nvolv1ng an expatrlate c11entele.

.v'l 3

R

financial capac1t1es of Maurltanla s "traders" has nevertheless

ey 1

enhanced 1nvestment 1n another sector' the service or tertlary sector.

In that sector, Maur1tan1an bu51nessmen, often operatlng in partnershlp
HEENERNN- ¢ 25 T O RN
with forelgn capltal dlsplay a11 the1r marketlng skllls and thelr
cavsl lumEnile Demreyioy o

ability to locate profitable areas of 1nvestment. It does not seem,
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however, ‘that the Mautitaniaﬁ'ététe-hesfopteﬂ ‘to turn . the gcuﬁttyeihto,‘”‘
a pole of attréétibn“fbr‘the«&evelopment of thisnﬂind of husiﬁéés,fﬁhiéh
would ‘Fequire ' ‘dpecial facilities such as ‘a- duty-free zone., nfiage of
conve n1enCe, et

**THé”fotiﬁeuSe“of“this ofientation of . investments'lies in gbciéié—
gical and’ tistorical ; ‘factors. In the commer01al area as, unfortunately,‘:
in many ‘other afeas; ‘the shortage iof -personnel and'techhieians‘is of
course an important obstacle. But despite such difficulties tﬁe‘ttadersf;

have been ah}eﬁtqudemonstrate the' capab111t1es and to make use of

ma;ke&gyegh@nigmsfﬂ And in certaln c1rcumstances they do not he31tate te
cal;uenwforelgn techn1c1ans to help develop thelp bu51ness.

1f;there is in fact a maJor obstacle 1n the way of a transforhatloh i
of.values[among pat;ongl 1nvequrs that obstacle is the poverty of the::
1nternq}>markeuﬂu41pe purepaglng power of Maurltanla 5. producers,, L
llmitequsnlt,alneady was; was fuyther enfeebled by the fact that the ﬂ_if
1973, food, crlslswdrovetthouaands of producers to mlprate to the urban |
areas,. whetglthegrhagngQAresgqrqes whatsoever. Here we have located |
precisely. one of the m@;or obstacLe blocklng the development of a‘,i. 
natlonaljcapttal;sma Hlstorlcally, natlonal capltal has been accumuiated*
on the basis of a devaluation of farm and pastoral WOrk and 1ts products.*
This, c1rcumstance has .aggravated the non—development of part of the a
country.. -The result of. thls h1stor1cal process, 1.e., the 1mpoverlsh-
ment.of: lpcal producers -and tbe stagnatlon of local productlon, now :
limits.presert growth .capaeity. After all, one Pf;§h9VPOSS}b}SNQXPF?$‘”h

sions of this contradiction is, that given a narrowly mercantile frame
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of reference, it is more 1mmedlate1y profltable to feed Mauritania's P
| RIS SR R S R A

populatibn ‘on’ 1mported food that tv develop local productlon.

R RO TOITS

i Hndéf shch condltlons an act1ve publlc sector and voluntarlst pollcles

aet Ao gimnT SR SR I

of dtate’ 1ntervent10n 1n the pr1c1ng system seem destlned to rtmaln o

necessary for a 1ong tlme to come. It is qurte patent that the reorlen-
"-. AN RN ‘S.“," et LRI

tatlon df natlonal prlvate 1nvestments toward productlve sectors--lf e
: b B 3 A

indeed’ tﬁls {s the de81red obJectlve--can only be ensured by sustalned e

»
HE TR N LS R X (e -

state“lntervention,' . R

L deae e

R g : CRRES l .
2.4.2, Natlonal Prlvate Investment Capac1ty 1n the Rural Sector:.

LA T

‘H ;

The second questlon concerns the adequacy of nat10nal pr;vate;lnvﬁst-

ment capac1ty 1n the rural sector.» of late, prrvate,rnvestmentszln%the,:

it
Lefed i

rural sector have been made 1n a more or less reveal;ng fashln.,AEhese

e f

/l.)-; o
1nvestments ‘have been made rather haphazardly 1n the agrlcultural sector,
".}
w1th prlvate development of some 1rr1gated farmland devoted o, orchard.v;

.,“

farming and truck farmln or even to cereal farmlng._iSuchrrpyestmentg”u

o X
i -'. Y
4

are more w1despread but also harder to analyze 1n the pastoral sectorii i

.. 1.
T

In that sector, since the drought and the food cr1s1s .there, has ‘been an.::
lmportant Shlft in llvestock ownershlp to the advantage of .traders -and .
wealthy bureaucrats on the one hand and that of the .development. .of ‘wage -

relatlonshlps on the other.f :

1

As a matter of fact the 31tuatlon 1n the pastoral sector. 1ooks.more -

prom131ng——1f we may be permltted the use of Such an. optlmlstlc.word Ane.

SR TATATE

such bleak c1rcumstances—-than 1n the farmlng sector.., Ip the pastoral ..o

sector, market productlon was more hlghly developed, and, ;t presented. -

-t L;-;, do
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less of an obstacle, certainly nothing as obstructive as the land tenure
Problem:in the -farming sector.. . Moreover,; in: this; pasteral sector, ;.. . Eirtn e
Mauritani;-an‘;‘: production. supplies a morer reliable surplus: that that. - wpee ol by
available in: the.farmmug sector, seeing :that. the' surplus-.can. ‘be.increased: .-
by technological improvements: in sich. .areas: as-pasturing, the. uge 0f ..o ;... ..
fbdderfshppiement8¢wetc}"wJ;z;* Coomamlanve Down L e sy R T I
W1th1n this. perspective we have tq: take: account of the -revaluation . - . ..
of prices that took place after the 1973 crisis and has lasted till the .y«
presents « Spetulative interest in this productive sector is .also 1nd1cated
by the problems’that hit. the meat market; ins 1980+ -« In Ate.:, Tijikda -and :
even‘1n Naﬁakchdtt, ‘the .new 11vestock owners demonstrated the1r clpnt on. .y
the ma.tket* by «creating: artmfxctal shortagesL and be;oéélmg Prices. Quite . . i
clearly, in thisjarearalso, the. domestlc magket is. too small.to make .. - .. -
lastlng nmprovementsfpos31biea> But*parallel frice rises :in-the. "@XPOILL; .
zone mayi make:d t..possible, to: perpetuate,: at least to..gome- ‘extent, charges :
in social ‘and: ecgnomic: relationships in the animal: -husbandry, segtor, .. vl vy
,.Stiuli,-;f«aﬁworf\qnes';tions{.uz:emain;Amanswere._d,;: R TR PR ST
- How.will these changes aff ec;.t;. those: herdsmen .whio: have. become. paid ;.-
herdsmen? We -cannot .assume -that they will end up enjoying higher living : .+
standards.. i o T A e e T T T e SRR S ey
= What:impact will the. present .orientation: of private. investments. .
toward pastoral ‘production have on productlvlty in: the. -animal. husbandry

sector? The answer to the first question in fact depends on the answer-:

to the second. There are two possible solutions: the first is to squeeze
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a profit out of these 1nvestments by quatltatlvely 1ncrea31ng productlon,“

AR |
Tlien ‘...:.!.'..:J.'.,‘;fa"-"

while aggravatxng the exp101tatlon of dlrect producers and speculatlng on

W

the. market. The second would be to try and 1mprove product1v1ty in the P

<L AT i v

animal husbandry sector by 1ntroduc1ng techn1ca1 1mprovements. Now

bearing in mlnd the way prlvate 1nvestments are currently made, there is |

-;_‘,rl'-vr st B

every reason to fear that the flrst solutlon is

TSRS RS R LI AN

K FRERTRITI I SRR AR
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goxnp to be the one
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adopted.“
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In the farmlng sector the problems are Just as grave, but they are
""" SRR b ISR : A

of a dlfferent type. ‘Two maJor obstacles have to be surmounted the

grev GEeoh e 5, o [P RN BRI E RS

TR TRV 3 RRPIvT Y PRl Capnmdnpoi

51tuat10n, the second 1s the A“

first obstacle is the present land tenure

)J PR I A J
parlous state the cereal market is in.

if need be, by resortlng to other types

N : 4 Caf o

truck farmlng or orchard development.
nut to crack. Nevertheless, one exper1
P BT _4“'w’:’.{‘:_.‘:. i ‘_\

Valley was crozed with success, at 1eas

PR Y S *»,x pia R |

The second problem may be solved,
e ¢ af R TE R . (N‘L‘.:'?.'.S.A:

of productlon, for 1nstance"
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But the second 1s a much tougher

SR SEATS EATEAS ARG T e
ment of thlS type 1n the Senegal

t prov131ona11y. A trader sold

i
T XSS R BN DA Dyite

of £ his cap1ta1 and converted all hlS wealth 1nto cash., He then returned

Ty TNt A% N ST A PR ‘: oy
to settle 1n his home v111age. Hav1ng
SV S SURIVIE O .

"

in debt to himself, he was able to buy

Admlttedly, thls d1d not happen 1n the

Gfrapies NN !;‘.‘f.!;.:q

tenure rules are more preclse in reflectlng soc1al relatlonshlps, but :

EAREtS o JIL,‘": BEAYR -“;

in a more recently occupled zone where
more rapid.
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gotten a port1on of the v111agers - ‘
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up several hectares of 1and.;

Toucouleur heartland where land
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shlfts 1n 1and ownershlp may be

d v : B Lty
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2.4.3. Toiwhat'extént" dbes the development of merket accumylation and

Y O varr R

>arelat10nsh1ps generate SOClal tens1Qns and conflietg?si v

& IR YEY [
Syl

The present level of 1nvestment capac1ty attalned by: the merdhant

, IR

T I

stratum im Mauritanian soc1ety is at the moment . such: as to:gu&tif&*“ra;bh“;"

R

referenge ‘tona’ "Hatiotal bourge01s1e" It 1s also suffle1ent ‘td ‘generite

.»;‘.,‘

-t e

social: and: political’ ten91ons 1nseparab1e from this level of ecoromic <

. '
[T

and social;; dlfferentlatlon.t o

,However, the fashion in whlch proflts are realx;qd does: ‘not ‘Opén

JL

up access to:thisg soclal category to salarled employees. TheBE\ﬁtcfifilihA;ﬁﬁ

are essentially: speculatlve, and they are partlally drawn.from aer* "~
productive economic¢ sectors.' It is also true that thls speeulatlon
happens at the’ expense of’consumers. We have no Lntent;on.of rehashlng

the methode_ofuhoa:ding and creditAmanlpulatlon which st111 largely

underpin trading opeiatiOns. All we need poxnt out. As that. thase . %"

o ~'*."'.:»

methods rcontinue ‘to Produce the same effects as before..,the;prbaﬁééfgf SRR

get impoverished’ éhd iose thelr resources' there is large scale rural

depopqletlon;‘and Qn;the outsﬁixts of the urban centers there is chronic
overcrowding, etc.

The basic conditions for the growth of social tensions and
eonflicts do in fact ekist, then, and it Serves no purpose to pretend
that Mauritanian society today is innocent of them. But other factors

come into play to blunt the rougher edges of these social conflicts, or

at least to disguise them.
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Part—of the wealth accumilated 'Tsreinvested in LKEQ};’?EF%’?,?E}?? T
patterns with obvrously ‘social goals. ' This helps 'process .raw: econemlc

power 1nto soc1a1 prestlge ‘and’ polincal powery: ‘namely: through the

thattheweali:hyen_]oy ‘4n imposing Dresence: { and’ image. on: the social .scengs..
We must add too, that with the excéptlon of & few 1nstances of .
increasingly gaudy spending in such areas as housing and car ownersh:l.‘p,,..v_ e
consun;g‘l:."“ba:t‘:vtéf'r_xs' are not yet completely -stratified, even if the terrible
poxvref-t‘:‘y'; :o.fgf;pé'rt of the urban and rural population tends: to ;hifghl'ijéht;z T
differenoé!s:.“ . S CTelryeo oo e L g r
’Moreo\;ér..ii-,;fé-%:here still ekist“rélatively ample'possibilii‘tie"s}:,aﬁors‘-éoéi?é;i}-f(-f

moblllf:y, espec1a11y through "the use of - pol’itxcal influence. .Many ‘of ‘ f

building up of powetfu“l patron-*t‘.hent ‘hetworksi "It also: he'lpsf;' ehSufe ,,7:_5' l

today's fortunes were only recently ‘hade, re Vat1Ve1y speaklngx And- than e
there are a11 the soc1a1 and cultural values held {0’ common,’ Isueh as.

Islaml.c precepts in fact ‘continue to play a soldenng roley enhancing :. I
sociaf‘:‘t‘ih:iify'.‘ l':"?-‘:: S » RS S Tt T S R A S S T . “ : : l

Thus, even 1f soc1a1 tensmns and conflicts keep getting exacerbated

it would be 1noon“ect to speak of a totally antagonistic s:l.tuatlon. T 'l
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